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Paul’s Guide to Godliness: Extraordinary Gems from Ephesians

1A. Introduction:

1b.  The characteristics of the Pauline epistles:

1c.

2c.

3c.

4c.

Group 1: 1 and 2 Thessalonians.
Eschatological: the second advent.

Ephesians 1:15-23

Group 2: 1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Romans.
Soteriological: the truth about salvation.

Group 3; Colossians, Philemon, Ephesians, Philippians.
Christological: Christ and the Church.

Group 4: 1 Timothy, Titus, 2 Timothy.
Ecclesiological: Church organization.

2b. The characteristi;::s of the Prison epistles:

1c.

2cC.

.Ephesians
Colossians
Philemon
. Philippians

Their name:

1d.

2d.

Paul was in bonds at the time he wrote them.

Philemon 1, 9; Col. 4:18; Eph. 3:1; 4:1; 6:20; Phil. 1:7, 13ff.

Some prefer to describe them as Captivity Epistles, since
Paul was in detention but not necessarily in prison in the
technical sense, as he was later (2 Timothy).

Their nature:

1d.

2d.

3d.

4d.

Colossians:

Polemical, Paul the apologist, Christ is the Church’s Head.

Ephesians:
Irenical, Paul the theologian, the Church is Christ's Body.

Philemon:
Private letter (personal), Paul the gentleman, Christ in the
Home.

Philippians:
Affectional, Paul the pastor, Christ in the assembly.




3b. Their order:

1c.

2C.

3c.

Colossians, Philemon, and Ephesians were written about the same

_time.

1d.

2d.

The delivery of the epistles:

Tychicus delivered Colossians (4:7-9) and Ephesians (6:21-
22), Onesimus accompanied Tychicus to Colosse (4:9) and
delivered the letter to Philemon (10-17).

The similarity of content:

Letters written in short succession would show similarity of
style, diction, and wording, as is the case with Colossians
and Ephesians.

Eph. 1:7 “in whom we have redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of sins”
Col. 1:14

Eph. 1:10 “All things, both which are in heaven and which

are in earth”
Col. 1:20

Eph. 3:2 “the dispensation of grace which is given me to

you-ward”
Col. 1:25

Eph. 5:19 “in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs...”
Col. 3:16

Eph. 6:22 “whom | have sent unto you for the same purpose,
that ye might know our affairs and that he might comfort your
hearts”

Col. 4.8

Colossians, the epistle of conflict, probably precedes Ephesians,
the epistle of rest and reflection.

Philippians is the last of the Prison Epistles.

1d.

It is preceded by a period of preaching:
to the praetorian guard (1:13) and the city (1:14-17).



2d.

3d.

4d.

It is preceded by a period of travel:
Epaphroditus

It lacks references to the many associates that were earlier
with Paul: Tychichus, Aristarchus, Mark, Jesus called Justus,
Epaphras, Luke, and Demas (Col. 4.7, 10-14; Philemon 23).
In Philippians, however, Paul is shut up to Timothy as his
one prospective messenger (2:19-21).

It points to the fact that the verdict in his trial is near.

In Philemon 22 his lean treatment gives expression to his
hope of a speedy release.

Philippians 1:12, 23-26: his case is on the verge of a final
decision. Had Philippians been written first, the news of the
verdict would have been mentioned in Ephesians,
Colossians, and Philemon.




