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A Reassurance

The verb TopX KXHew in v. 18 is in the present
1

imperative. They are commanded to cémfort continually.
The pronoun 1is reciprbcal, meaning that each one of them
was to receive the spiritual encouragement from the other
in talking about the return of the Lord. The truth of

the rapture is a great consolation and expactation to the
believer. Were ﬂhe church to go through the tribulation,
the exhortation might well be in that case: "Therefore
scare ye one another with these words." But a deliverance
from the wrath, a2 union with the deparﬁed believers, and
an eternal communion with Christ are the basis of a comfort-
ing hope.

The passage above teaches clearly why the Thessalo-
nians need not sorrow., The return of the Lord will effect
a reunion of the body with the soul and spirit, thus making
man complete again. Living believers will be united with
those who have departed this 1life. And all believers will
be reunited in visible manifestation with the risen and

ascended Lord.



THE: RAPTURE A PRECEDENT -TO.THE DAY OF THE LORD
I. THESS. 5:1-11 o

The Chronology of the Rapture 1-2

Immediately fodlowing the passage of the rapture of
the church there follows a discussion of the question when
these end events will be fulfilled. The exact time of the
rapture cannot be established chronologlcally since it is not
a subject of revelation. But by examining the relationship
between the rapture and revelatlion certain facts become evi-
dent.

The Thessalonians were duly instructed by the Apostle
Paul and his associates concerning the prophetic timetable of
God. They knew that the rapture of the saints was next on
God's program, followed immediately by the day of the Lord,
which is that extended period after the rapture, beginning with
the covenant of the beast (Dan. 9). It extends through the
Millennial reign of Christ. Though some of its major events
would not take place immediately, the period would extend
from the rapture. Concerning the relationéhip of the rapture
and the day of the Lord, Dr. Walvoord has written:

The coming of the Day of the Lord, therefore, is coin-
cildent with the rapture itself and for this reason the
apostle discusses its arrival as if it were one and the
same as the rapture of the church itself. Just as the Day
of the Lord would come as a thief, so also the rapture.

Though expected by those who believe in the doctrine of
the rapture, it would come upon the earth in their state
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of total unpreparedness.? \

The day of the Lord comes "even as a thief in the
night" because it will come suddeniy, unexpectedly, as a prowl-
ing thief in the night, since the unregenerate, sleeping world
is blinded through the deceitfulness of sin and Satan (II Cor.

4:4;, I John 5:19), to the program of God.

The Contrast with the Rapture 3-8

The rapture is timeless and signless; the day of the
Lord is characterized by delusion and destruction. The second
advent of Christ will be precededipy all the signs of the tri-
bulation. When false security in.the heart and false promises
upon the lips hold men in their grip, at that very moment,
judgment. falls on the ungodly. As the rapture will deliver
the godly; the day of the Lord will destroy the ungodly. The

')I
OAGQECDS does not mean the destruction of being nor the
1

putting an end to the existence of a person or thing, but its
ruin so far as the purpose of its existence is concerned. In
Jjudgment the sinner suffers endless loss.

As the rapture will bring pleasure and peace, the day
of the Lord will bring pain as of childbirth, "and the com-
parison involves inevitable certainty, suddenness, and intense

pain."2

1John F. Walvoord, The Church in Prophecy (Grand Ra-
pids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1964), p. 37.

2
C. C. Ryrie, First and Second Thnessalonians (Chicago:
Moody Press, 1959), p. 70.
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In striking contrast to the miserable plight of the
wicked, the Christian will escape the Jjudgment day of the
Lord, in view of the fact that he is not in darkness (v. 5).
The sufferings of the Thessalonian Christians were not part
of the day of the Lord. Paul writes that they "are not in
darkness, that that day (of the Lord)" should overtake them.
Postétribulationalists would take the term "not in darkness"
as being synonymous with "not ignorant", but the contrast
here is between: darkness——unsaved——Déy of the Lord, and
light--saved--rapture. The believer has no part in this
Jjudgment.

Paul then calls upon the belieyers to conduct them-
selves in a manner commensurate with their privileges and
position in Christ. They are not to sleep as the others
but to watch. It is most important to note that the apostle
does not in any wise indicate that they will enter the day
of the Lord with its jJudgments upon the world. Nor does
the apostle hold before them the signs which would normally
be included in a revelation concerning Christ's coming to
establish his kingdom. They are exhorted to watch for the
coming of the Lord himself and not for preceding signs. The
idea thus 1is that the coming of the Lord is imminent and an
event to be expected at any time.

The helmet of salvation's hope in v. 8 is that of

the imminent return of Christ to rapture the church. The
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Christian can expect future deliverance.

The Call to Watchfulness 9-11

Verse 9 1ls a summary of what the apbstle has been
discussing in the preceding verses of this chapter: "For
God hath not appointed us to wratch, but to obtain salvation."
In Revelation 6:17 the tribulation is described as a day of
wrath, and the teaching 1is unmistakable that the church will
have no part in this day. It is not a protection in the

wrath but rather, this is not our appointment. Rather, the

destiny of believers is to obtain Gwﬁ“anCY——"deliverance,"

not only from the guilt of sin or the present évil world,

but that deliverance from the time of tribulation which will

befall the Christ-rejecting earth (Rev. 3:10). How this will
be accomplished has been described in 4:13-18.

The basis of this deliverance, as described in v. 10,
is not the meritorious behavior of believers but the substi-
tuitionary death of Christ. The holy purpose of the Lord's
redeeming death is whether we are alive or dead at Christ's
appearing, we shall live with him in glory (Rom. 14:8), The
expectation of the believer 1is therefore not wrath (v. 9) but
the revelation of the Son from heaven.(v. 10).

As at the close of ch. 4, so here after the close of
the discussion, the Thessalonians are exhorted to comfort one
another and to dDuild up one another, because the deliverance

is sure. On the basis of the text, it cannot be otherwise,



THE RAPTURE AND THE PERSECUTION OF THE DAY OF THE LORD

II THESS. 1:3-10

Persistence Despite Persecution 3-6

Persecution seemed to be especially severe for the
new believers in Thessalonica. Some of the Christians seemed
to be asking the question, Why? Paul starts his 1ettér with
a strong commendation. They had persisted in their persecution
as their faith and love continued to grow. Their constancy
in trial was a testimony to all the other churches as well.
These tribulations and persecutions were still continuing,

) s .
for the word avéxeG Qe --"bearing" is in the present tense.

Paul goes on to say that their trial is but for a season.
Glory always follows suffering. For the unbelieving world,
their sin and seeming well-being is followed by judgment.
The faith working within the believers is a guarantee that
God will keep his promise to deliver them and grant them a

place in the kingdom.

Peace Despite Tribulation T7-8

In verse 6 Paul had stated the God will recompense
affliction to the persecuters. In this section he stresses
the blessed fact that God will give rest to the persecuted.
This judgment of the unbelievers, so graphically described
in these two verses, will take place at the. second advent.

The rest spoken of is therefore not that which comes to
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believers at the rapture. While the believers are raptured
before, they do not witness judgment of their enemies until
the revelation of Christ, at which time they enter into the
rest. The persecuters will reap that which they have sown"
and will receive everlasting destruction. It is eternal se-

paration froem the presence of God.

Punishment Versus Glorification 9-10

The coming of Christ will bring with it two things
about which these believers needed to be instructed: (1)
retribution upon the evildoers and (2) glorification of Christ.
Vengeance on those who have not obeyed the gospel by receiving
the Savior is meted out at his coming. But more than that. -
The Lord will be glorified in his saints. The jéL is a loca-
tive of sphere. The believers are the sphere in which Christ
will find his glory at the revelation.‘ They themselves will
have been already glorified. Their completely changed lives
will draw attention to their Lord. These instructions are
given to be an encouragement for the believers to continue

steadfastly.

1 :
Robertson, p. 44.



THE RAPTURE AND THE PRESENCE OF THE SPIRIT

II THESS. 2:1-17

Is the Day of the Lord Present?

Because of thelir persecutions, some of the Thessalo-
nians had begun to wonder whether they were hot already in
the day of the Lord, the predicted time of divine judgment.
Someone had tampered with Paul's doctrine (v. 3), professing
to represent Paul. Thus there continued to be this confusion
concerning the day of the Lord. But Paul shows that this
teaching that they are already in the day of the Lord is
false and groundless. He hastens to assure them that they
are not in this period, and he gives them definite signs,
which could not possibly occur while the church is still on
earth.

D s
The €veG TNKEV in v. 2 means "present" not "immi-

nent." The day of the Lord i1s indeed imminent, but it was
not yet present, despite the fact that the persecutions and

the false teachers seemed to have pointed in that direction.

What Is the Relation of the Day of the Lord

to the Man of Sin?

Paul gives two proofs that they are not in the day of
the Lord. (1) There must first be a falling away. The word

)
XTTOTTx G L X (v. 3) may either refer to a departure from
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the faith or a departure of the saints from the earth, as
already mentioned in verse 1, but this is of little conse-
gquence. However, the likely interpretation is that it
speaks of the aggressive and positive falling away from and
rebellion against God. It is religious and spiritual de-
féction.l
There will also first have to be (2) the revelation
of the man of sin, or the lawless one (v. 3b), further de-
scribed in Revelation 13. According to v. 5, Paul had al-
ready taught them these things, to expect just what Daniel
had prophecied concerning this person, who is the personifi-
cation of evil and the culmination of the opposition to God.
Daniel relates (ch. 9) that the day of the Lord cannotibegin
+ill after this willful King has made a covenant with the
people of Israel. This signing of the covenant will there-

fore signal the start of the tribulation period.

What Is the Relation of the Day of the Lord

to the Restrainer?

In v. 6 there is a third reason why they are not in
the day of the Lord. There is something which holds back the
revelation of this man of sin. Until the obstacle is removed,

the day of the Lord cannot begin.

1
Ellicott, ». 108.
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Various views have been held as to the identity of

this restrainer. Human government, law, the visible church
will not explain this, for these will continue in a measure
after the manifestation of the lawless one.1 Dr. Ryrie writes
concerning this restrainer:

Whoever the restrainer is, He must be mdre powerful
than Satan, who empowers the man of sin. Only a person of
the:Godhead would so qualify, and since each and all of
the persons of the Godhead indwell the believer (Eph. 4:6;
Gal. 2:20; I. Cor. 6:19), the removal of the restrainer
requires the removal of believers whom He indwells. Thus
the rapture of the Church must precede this tribulation
period when the man of sin holds sway.2

The most natural explanation of. the taking away of

the restrainer is to identify this particular action with the
time when Christ will come to take out his church. The Spirit

will be taken out of thw world, and this means the reversal

of Pentecost.

What Is the Relation of the Day of the Lord

to the Unbelievers?

Unbelievers will be deceived by the man of sin. This
is to be a judgment from God. Those who are deceived had op-
vortunity to receive Christ. They will be hardened so that
they will believe "the lie," i.e., that this man of sin is the

Messiah who fulfills the covenants. Their end is damnation.

1
J. Dwight Pentecost, Things to Come (Findlay, Ohio:
Dunham Pyblishing Co., 1961), p. 205.

2C. C. Ryrie, Biblical Theology of tne New Testament
(Chicago: Moody Press, 1959), p. 216.




CONCLUSION

The coming of the Lord is one of the central themes
of the Thessalonian epistles. The return of Christ for hisg
saints is promised to the believers (I Thess. 1:10), it is
held forth as the hope of all believers (I Thess. 2:19), and
it is marked as the goal of holiness (I Thess. 3:13). Paul
carefully describes the events accompanying the rapture (I Thess.
4:13-18) and relates it chronologically to the Day of the
Lord (I Thess. 5:1-12). 1In II'Thessalonians too the rapture
is clearly taught, especially so in ch. 2, where three good
reasons are given why the Day of the Lord will not start until
the body of Christ has been removed: (1) the apostasy must -
come, (2) the man of sin must first be revealed, and (3) the
indwelling Spirit will be taken away first. The tribulation
therefore cannot come until Christ comes and takes his church
home to glory.

It may be at morn, when the day is awaking,

When sunlight thro' darkness and shadow is breaking,
That Jesus will come in the fullness of glory,

To receive from the world "His own."
It may be at mid-day, it may be at twilight,

It may be, perchance, that the blackness of midnight
Will burst into light in the blaze of His glory,

When Jesus receives "His own."
O Lord Jesus, how long, how long

Ere we shout the glad song,

Christ returneth! Hallelujah!
Hallelujah! Amen, Hallelujah, Amen.
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INTRODUCTION

The Jews have always had a special place in the
sovereign program of God. Ever since the time of Abraham,
the Father of the Jews, until the close of the first cen-
tury A. D., there have been revelations of God's dealings
with His people. Many prophecies were fulfilled accurately
in ages past. Other prophecies, however, still point to
the future and indicate what is to happen to the Jewish
people in days to come. One of these predictions--the back-
bone of prophecy--is found in the ninth chapter of the book
of Daniel. Here is a time-table of seventy weeks given,
which encompasses the course of the Jewish nation from Dani-
el's time up to the establishment of the Millennial Kingdom.
Sixty-nine weeks of that seventy-week period have already
been fulfilled. There remains yet one week, commonly known
as the seventieth week of Daniel or the Tribulation. This
prophetical week of seven years shall be considered in the
form of an outline study. Though a more detailed study of
any one aspect of this period might be desirable, the writer
wishes to make this paper of practical use for his future
ministry. Furthermore, a study of some aspect of this pro-
phetic revelation becomes only then intelligible, when it is

seen in its general context and perspective.



CHAPTER I

THE MEANING OF THE TRIBULATION

The tribulation may be defined as a specific and
definite period of judgment which will occur in the final
phases of Israel's earthly history and will affect not only
Israel but all existing Gentile nations, as well as apostate

Christianity.l

The Terminology of the Tribulation

General meaning.--The word "tribulation" is derived

from the Latin "tribulum" which means threshing-sledge. This
term is used in the Bible both in a general and a specific
sense.2 In the fifth chapter of the Epistle to the Romans,
Paul teaches that one of the benefits of justification is
that the believer can glory in tribulation, for he knows that
it is conducive to patience. The idea here is that of any

trial or affliction.

Specific meaning.--Much Scripture could be cited to

support the specific usage. Matthew and Luke, in their re-

spective records of the eschatological discourse of the Lord,

lWilliam F. Foster, Class Notes in Systematic Theo-
logy, "Eschatology," p. 8.

2Charles Feinberg, Premillennialism or Amillennialism?
(Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan Publishing House, 1936), p.
125.
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reveal a time of tribulation at a definite point in the his-
tory of the world and particularly that of Israel.l

Jeremiah speaks of the.timé of Jacob's trouble (Jer.
30:7). We note three things of this period. First of all,
it is to be future from Jeremiah's time. Also, the trouble
is to be unprecedented in nature, and finally, Israel shall
experience salvation during this time.

Another term used in the 0l1ld Testament of the tribu-
lation is the word "indignation" (Isa. 34:2). This term is
the characteristic 0Old Testament term, as "wrath" is in the
New Testament. Both are technical terms referring to the ex-
pression of God's wrath upon all the unregenerate world. This
judgment is to be universal.

Christ employs the term "great tribulation" (Matt.
24:21) in describing this period of time, with a more specific
reference to the last forty-two months. This period cannot
begin until the abomination of desolation is revealed and will
be terminated with the second advent of Christ.

The "great day of wrath" of Rev. 6:17 and 16:19 refers
to the same period of time but indicates the active expression

of God's anger against the unregenerate.2

lioraine Boettner, The Millennium (Philadelphia: The
Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Company, 1958), p. 256.

2Lewis Sperry Chafer, Systematic Theology (Dallas:
Dallas Seminary Press, 1948), IV, 360-361.




The Purpose of the Tribulation

A time of purification for Israel.--God has an abiding
purpose for the nation of Israel, but this purpose cannot be
accomplished until the Israelites turn to their Messiah (Dan.
9:24). God has always blessed obedience and cursed disobe-
dience, and this principle shall continue (Deut. 28:1-2, 15).
Because Israel has rejected her Messiah she will be punished
for the purpose of purging (Jer. 30:7-9).

A time of separation for the apostates of Israel.--

The time of separation is clearly forecast by the prophets
Isaiah (10:21-22) and Zechariah (13:8-9). Zechariah writes:

And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith
the Lord, two parts therein shall be cut off and die;

but the third shall be left therein. And I will bring
the third part through the fire, and will refine them

as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried:
they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will
say, It is my people; and they shall say, the Lord is my
God.

This passage clearly indicates that only a remnant of Israel
shall return and about two-thirds of the nation will be cut

off.
A time of judgment for the Gentiles.--During the

tribulation the Gentiles of the world will be judged (Rev.
6:15-17; Isa.24:1-11). All the judgments predicted for this

time--the seals (Rev. 16:1-17), the trumpets (Rev. 8 and 9),

1
Quotations from the English Bible are from the King

James Version.
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and the vials (Rev. 16:1-21)--will be poured out upon the
Gentiles as well, for they have also rejected Christ; God's
judgment will fall upon all who blaspheme the name of God

and fail to give Him the glorv.

THE DURATION OF THE TRIBULATION

It cannot be definitely proven that the time of Ja-
cob's trouble, the period which is designated as the tribula-
tion throughout this paper, starts immediately subsequent to
the rapture. There may be an intervening time of preparation,
during which the man of éin increases in power and might. He
finally will be revealed for what he is when he makes a cove-
nant with many of the Jewish people. This signals the start
of the tribulation. According to Daniel 9:24-17, this period
will be approximately seven years in duration. Matthew
writes (24:27) that this time will be shortened a little, or
perhaps pass by more guickly for the elect's sake. Daniel's
prophecy of the sixty-nine weeks ended when Chfist died and
the last week is still future. Each week, as has already
been confirmed by history, is seven years in duration. Daniel
9:27 confirms the fact that the tribulation is yet to come:

And [the prince that shall come] shall confirm the

covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of
the week he shall cause the sacrifice and oblation to
cease, and for the over-spreading of abominations he

shall make it desolate, even until the consummation,
and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.
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The division of the period.--Daniel also indicates

in the quote just given, tha£ the tribulation is divided
into two equal parts. The latter half of this time is the
"great tribulation"” and is also called "time, times, and a
half" (Dan. 7:25; 12:7), "forty and two months" (Rev. 13:
4-7), and "a thousand two hundred.and three score days"

(Rev. 12:6). It is therefore evident that the tribulation
is approximately seven years in duration and is divided into
two equal parts.1

The conclusion of the period.--The last three and a

half years are marked by judgments of unprecendented severity.
Matthew writes that "then shall be great tribulation, such

as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no,
nor ever shall be" (24:21) and then adds that "immediately
after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened
and the moon shall not give her light . . . and then shall
appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven" (24:29-30).
Christ's return with power and great glory will mark the end
of this period.

The Cause of the Tribulation

Those who insist that the Church will go through the

tribulation claim that the period is only one of intensified

lCharles Caldwell Ryrie, The Basis of Premillennial
Faith (New York: Loizeaux Brothers, 1953), pp. 139-140.
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persecution. Ladd writes the following along these lines:

The final Tribulation will be the most fearful the world
has ever seen, but the difference will be quantitative
and not gqualitative . . . . The sufferings which will be
inflicted by the Antichrist will be more fearful than any-
thing previously experienced, yet they are not different
in kind from all the tribulation and persecution of the
ages.

The following discussion will show that there is indeed a
qualitative difference between former tribulations and the
tribulation immediately prior to Christ's return.

The development of human iniquity.--Evil, vice, and

idolatry shall get worse and worse. Even in John's day there
was the development of the spirit of lawlessness (I John
2:18). This spirit of lawlessness shall reach its climax

. when the restrainer is removed (II Thess. 2:7), and there
will be no more deterrent of sin.

Coeval with the removal of the restrainer of lawless-
ness there develops a widespread mental deception, which comes
upon the people as a result of the rejection of the truth
(IT Thess. 2:10-11). Having rejected the one of whom the
truth speaks, the people will plunge into unprecedented re-
ligious apostasy and idolatry (Rev. 13:4). The direct result
of this will be gross moral degeneracy (Rev. 20-21) and

volitional impenitence (Rev. 9:20, 16:9), which always follow

lGeorge Eldon Ladd, The Blessed Hope (Grand Rapids,
Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1960), pp. 128-129.




the rejection of God's truth.

The intervention of satanic power.--Satan is the one

who contributes most to the development of human iniquity.

At the middle of the tribulation God will cast him out of
heaven and his activities will be confined to earth (Rev.
12:7-9). He will be given the power to unleash the demonic
forces, thus there will be the multiplication of demonic ac-
tivity (Rev. 9:1-11). Simultaneously there will be the ener-
gizing of the antichristian beast, which shall have control
of all the world's affairs (Rev. 13:14). Satan will then do
everything in his power to persecute and kill the redeemed
saints.

The outpouring of divine wrath.--The period of tribu-

lation is a time when God's wrath is poured out upon the
earth. This is not done today. The wrath of God upon a
rejecting world arises out of two separate punishments of

God mentioned in II Thes§alonians 2:7-8 and Revelation 16.
The removal of the Holy Spirit as the restraining influence
upon siﬁ and the infliction of direct punishment upon earth
shall cause conditions more catastrophic than this world has
ever seen. Each of the actions in the book of the Revelation

originates in heaven; God is directly responsible for them.l

1
Foster, p. 9.



The Companies of the Tribulation

One more point to be considered in this chapter is
who the people are who will endure this period of intense
wrath. This is a point of great controversy, especially as
relates to the Church, which many believe will have a part
in the tribulation. Unfortunately, because 6f the limits and
purpose of this paper, the opposing views can only be briefly
touched upon. One point is certain, those who adhere to the
pretribulational rapture of the Church do not do so because of

1 Their doctrine

their own wishful thinking, as Ladd charges.
of the rapture is not based on their desire that they do not
want to suffer the great tribulation.

The Church.--The Church is promised deliverance from

the wrath of God. Romans 5:8 and other passages give ample
"proof the Christ Himself bore the wrath and judgment of God
for those who are in Christ. The antithesis of I Thess. 5:9
proves this conclusively: "For God appointed us not unto
wrath, but unto the obtaining of salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ."” Suffering is often the portion of Christians,
but not wrath! Wrath has been reserved for unbelievers. So
it may confidently be stated that the Chufch will be in heaven
with her Savior.

Repeatedly reference has been made to the restrainer

lLadd, p. 164.
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who will be removed before the tribulation can begin. Only
someone more powerful than Satan can restrain the forces of
evil- and thus it is pretty clear that the restrainer is God.
The God-inrdwelt Church is the instrument of restraint, and
when the indwelling Holy Spirit is removed, all believers are
withdrawn also, since they cannot be "disindwelt."l The
tribulation starts therefore upon only the unregenerate of

mankind.

The Gentiles.--For the Gentiles, the tribulation marks

the close of the period called the "times of the Gentiles"
(Luke 21:24), which started with the Babylonian captivity,
when Jerusalem fell into the hands of the Babylonians. Fright-
ful judgments will be poured out upon the Gentiles, their
cities, and civilization, leading to a complete doom just
prior to the return of Cf)rist.2

The elect.--The saved or elect of the tribulation
period are those Jews and Gentiles, who have probably never
heard the Gospel previously, and who then shall turn to
Christ for salvation. They are said to be "a great multitude,
which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and

people," (Rev. 7:9) who because of the extreme suppression of

lCharles Caldwell Ryrie, First and Second Thessalo-
nians (Chicago: Moody Press, 1959), pp. 111-112.

2J. Dwight Pentecost, Things to Come (Findlay, Ohio:
Dunham Publishing Company, 1958), p. 315.
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religiocus freedom and increased persecution during the last

forty-two months, will for a large part die a martyr's death.



CHAPTER 1II

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE TRIBULATION

The Inauguration of the Tribulation

The revelation of the Lawless One.--Although the

tribulation is only seven years in duration, it will never-
theless be a period of great and concentrated activity. The
visible sign for the start of the tribulation is the reve-
lation of the Antichrist. The Scriptures give him several
designations.

His names primarily reveal something about his char-
acter. Though he is spoken of as Antichrist (I John 2:18-20),
this has reference to his spirit of error rather than the
person. Daniel calls him "the little horn" (Dan. 7:8), and
he is seen to be the final leader of the fourth empire. Also
he is foreseen as the prince (Dan. 9:16-17) and the willful
king (Dan. 11:26). In the New Testament he is called the “man
of sin" (II Thess. 2:3 and "the beast out of the sea" (Rev.
13:1). Posing as Christ, Antichrist will oppose Christ.l

This individual will possess an extremely enigmatic

character. Except for Jesus Christ, he will be the most

1
: Everett F. Harrison (ed.), Baker's Dictionary of
Theology (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House, 1960), p. 46.
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remarkable person the world has ever seen. From some of the

verses already referred to, it can be seen that he will be
the very incarnation of religious error and moral evil. Not
only will he be possessed with an extraordinary personality
and genius, but he will even attempt to change prophecy and
the law of God:
And he shall speak great words against the most High, and
shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to
change times and laws: and they shall be given into his
hand until a time and times and the dividing of time . . .
And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall
exhalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and
shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and
shall prosper until the indignation be accomplished.
(Dan. 7:25, 11:36)

This man of sin will also have a companion to assist
him in his evil work. This individual is known as the "false
prophet" (Rev. 19:20, 20:10), and is called "the second beast"
(Rev. 13:11-17). He will be influential in religious matters
(13:11) and compels the earth to worship the first beast as
God (13:12). The tribulation will evidently see the establish-
ment of the trinity of hell, with God's place assumed by Satan,
the place of Christ usurped by Antichrist, and the ministry

. . 1
of the Holy Spirit discharged by the false prophet.

The establishment of the Jewish covenant.--Daniel

relates (9:22) the confirmation of a covenant which the

1
J. Dwight Pentecost, Things to Come (Findlay, Ohio:
Dunham Publishing Company, 1958), p. 335.
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prince shall make with many of Israel for the seven years.
This necessitates, first of all, that the Jews have returned
to their land. Ezekiel foretells this regathering:
After many days thou shalt be visited; in the latter
years thou shalt come into the land . . . that is gathered
out of many people, against the mountains of Israel, which
have been always waste; but it is brought forth out of the
nations, and they shall dwell safelv all of them. (38:8)
The people will think that they are dwelling safely
and will have a false sense of security because of the cove-
nant with the world ruler. The purpose of the covenant seems
to be that they might be preserved from a great northern
power, "the overflowing scourge" (Isa. 28:14-15), which in
all likelihood is Russia. However, it is prophesied else-
:. where that these precautions are in vain. The king of the
North shall invade Palestine anyway. Pentecost writes con-
cerning this:
Since the covenant is said to be broken in the middle of
the week (Dan. 9:27) and the invasion from the north is
seen to be the cause of the breaking of the covenant (Dan.

11:41) it may be concluded1 that this invasion takes place
in the middle of the week.

This invasion by the king of the North results in his
destruction. Thereupon the beast moves into Palestine. He
will break the covenant, stop the sacrifices and oblations
which he had tolerated for forty-two months, and will set up

an image of himself in the temple at Jerusalem (Rev. 13:14-15).

l1pid., pp. 354-355
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This will mark the beginning of Israel's great tribulation.

The Progression of the Tribulation

His rise to power.--Having his arch-enemies destroyed,

this willful king has to subdue the rebellious nations that
are left, by "going forth conquering and to congquer" (Rev.
6:2b) . Likewise, the kings of Daniel's fourth kingdom must
be subdued. This is done either by diplomacv or force (Rev.
17:12-13) .1

His exercise of autocracy.--This universal rule shall

last for forty-two months. John relates in Revelation 13
that this ruler-will demand universal worship. Not only that,
but because the true Jewish believers will not worship him,
he persecutes them (Rev. 12:14-17). The apostate church,
which he uses for his purpose during the first part of the
tribulation, shall be utterly destroved once he has gained
complete power (Rev. 17:16-17). At last his aim shall be
reached: finanal and absolute dictatorship, for
he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor,
free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand
or in their foreheads; and that no man might buy or
sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of

the beast, or the number of his name (Rev. 13:16-17).

His experience of judgment.--God never permits sin

to go unpunished, especially sin personified as in the Man

1Foster, pp- 9-10.
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of Sin. His judgment comes swiftly upon him, his kingdom,
and his subjects. The fifth vial of wrath from heaven is
directly poured out upon the beast (Rev. 16:10). This judg-
ment is not only poured out upon Antichrist and his people,
but also upon the whole commercial world system of this despot.
Babylon the great, the symbol of the commercial world power
of Antichrist, is destroyed within one hour (Rev. 18:19)!
Chafer has well written of this event:
The destruction of political and commercial Babylon is
the termination of the entire cosmos world system. It
is evidently brought to its end by divine power and the
execution of those judgments which have been determined.
This great event is closely connected to the second ad-
vent of Christ and is the first such judgment in the Day
of Jehovah. The stupendous character of thii consumma-
tory judgment is beyond human comprehension.

In close relation with this event is the destruction
of the armies of Antichrist at the glorious advent of Christ.
This fierce, exceedingly short battle is described in Reve-
lation 19:11-21. Scofield observes that this battle of Arma-
geddon is to be west of Jordan near the plain of Jezreel. 1In
this battle the Lord will deliver the besieged Jewish remnant
from the beast, the false prophet his helper, and the Gentile
armies. The besieging hosts are seemingly alarmed by the

signs which precede the Lord's coming (Matt. 24:29-30) and

fall back to Megiddo. There their destruction begins and is

lchafer, 1v, p. 397.
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consummated in Moab and in the plains of Idumea. This
event fulfills precisely Daniel 2:34-35:
. . . and brake them to pieces and the wind carried them
away, that no place was found for them; and the stone
that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled
the whole earth.
Immediately subsequent to this last battle, Antichrist
and his prophet will be cast alive into the lake of fire
(Rev. 19:20). This is their eternal judgment and doom, which
they have so justly deserved. Satan himself, who empowers
these two men to do wonders and signs to deceive the people,
will then be bound by chains in the bottomless pit for a
thousand years (Rev. 20:1-3). Then begins the Millennium,
. that literal, earthly reign of Christ which the prophets have
foretold and the Jews have longed for. But before the nation
of Israel can enter into their earthly blessings and inheri-
tance, it is necessary for them to be saved. As will be
shown in the next chapter, this comes about during the great

tribulation.

lc. 1. Scofield (ed.), Scofield Reference Bible (New
York: Oxford University Press, 1917), pp. 1348-1349.




CHAPTER III
THE SALVATION IN THE TRIBULATION PERIOD

The Ministry of the Holy Spirit

In relation to the conversion of Israel.--The 01d

Testament has much to say in relation to the salvation of Is-
rael, and many proof-texts could be cited to indicate that
the Holy Spirit has a vital ministry in the salvation of Is-
rael during the tribulation. Suffice it to quote Joel 2:28:
And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out
my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young
men shall see visions.

This "pouring out" of the Spirit refers to the second
advent and especially to the new covenant ministry of the Holy
Spirit. 1In faith Israel shall look upon Christ whom they have
pierced (Zech. 12:10), as the Spirit of grace comes upon them.
Joel indicates that the Spirit will be poured out upon all
people, thus His ministry is not confined to Israel. "He
will be present and active in the world; He will indwell and
empower His people; He will use believers in witnessing."1

However, "his work of restraining by means of indwelling be-

lievers as the temple of God will not carry over into the

lcharles caldwell Ryrie, The Holy Spirit (Chicago:
Moody Press, 1965), p. 109.
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tribulation."l

In relation to the restoration of Israel.--Ezekiel's

vision of the valley of dry bones (Ezek. 37: 1-14) speaks sym-
bolically of the ministry of the Spirit in relation to the
restoration of Israel. Though this passage does not directly
prove the resurrection from the dead, it does so indirectly
for it takes for granted the future fact as one recognized by
believing Jews. The symbol of physical resurrection may also

2 Other

be used to indicate the conversion of the Israelites.
passages speak of the restoration of Israel in greater detail,
though not directly referring to the Spirit's ministry:
At that time will I bring you again, even in the time that
I gather you; for I will make you a name and a praise among

all people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity
before your eyes, saith the Lord. (Zeph. 3:20)

The Basis of Salvation

Salvation in the tribulation will be entirely upon the
faith principle. Just as the 0ld Testament saints were redeemed
by faith (Heb. 11), so shall those saints of the future be
saved by faith. John writes of the saints as having patience
and faith (Rev. 13:10) and as being those who keep the faith

of Jesus (Rev. 14:12).

lipia.

2Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, David Brown, A Com-
mentary on the 0ld and New Testament (Hartford, Conn.: S. S.
Scranton and Company, 1871), pp. 610-611.
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Salvation in the tribulation will not only be by
faith but it will also be based upon the blood of Christ,
as in all other ages. Writing of the tribulation martyrs,
John notes that they overcame the accuser by the blood of
the lamb and the word of their testimony (Rev. 12:11).

They "have washed their robes, and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb" (Rev. 7:14). Looking back on the finished
work of Christ, they are cleansed from all sin.

This future salvation will be made available through
the proclamation of the gospel of the kingdom, as predicted
by Christ in Matthew 24:14: "And this gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all

nations; and then shall the end come."

The Proclamation of Salvation

Though the basis and content of salvation will be
the same as it is during this age, with the added factor of
the approaching kingdom, the way the message is'to be pro-
claimed is unique. The gospel will be sounded forth by the
two.witnesses, the Jewish remnant, and the angelic herald.

The two witnesses.—--First, there are two witnesses

mentioned, endowed with supernatural powers, to be able to
destroy their enemies, who will bear witness for forty-two
months (Rev. 11:3-5). Despite the fact that their identity

has been the subject of much discussion, it is commonlv believed
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that they will be Moses and Elijah. This view is based on
the statement that they "have power over watersAto turn them
to blood" and "power to shut heaven that it rain not" (Rev.
11:5). Upon completion of their testimony they shall be mar-
tyred. But "after three days and a half" (Rev. 11:11) they
will be resurrected--much to the consternation of their ene-
mies. And then they will ascend bodily into heaven.1

The Jewish remnant.--Blindness in part is decreed upon

Israel until the Church is completed, then the Jewish remnant,
as a national entity shall be saved (Rom. 11:25-27). This
remnant shall bear a testimony and Isaiah 24:14-15 plainly
indicates that the witness is proclaimed both in the East
. and in the West. Because of this testimony which the remnant
bears during the tribulation, Satan attempts to destroy it
and its witness (Rev. 12:17).

The remnant is comprised of two distinct groups of
people, a chosen group of 144,000 Jews and those Israelites
which will be saved because of their testimony. Of this
sealed group of Jews, mentioned in Revelation 7:1-8, Seiss
has written:

These 144,000, then, are Israelites, living in the
period of judgment, who are only then brought to be con-
fessors and praisers of God, whilst the most of their

kindred continue in unbelief and rebellion. Viewing the
Son, as their fathers never would view Him, they acknowledge

lwilliam F. Foster, Class Notes in Systematic Theo-
. logy, "Eschatology," p. 8.
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Him as their Messiah and Judge. As Jews, they thus con-
stitute a distinct company to themselves, and are blessed.
As the result of their conversion they are also very ac-
tive in practical righteousness.

The angelic herald.--God uses one more means to induce

men to receive His message. He shall send an angel whb will,
finally, declare the everlasting gospel "to every nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and people" (Rev. 14:6). Only the love
of God could go to such extremes in seeking to redeem lost
and sinful mankind. What will the result be? Will many

listen to these special messengers of God, repent, and be

saved?

The Consequences of the Proclamation

The consequences to Israel.--Because of the intense

persecution during the latter part of the tribulation, many
of the saved Jews will be martyred. John writes of these

martyred saints in Revelation 6:9-10:

And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the
altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of
God, and for the testimony which they held: and they
cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy
and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on
them that dwell on the earth?

"It can be safely assumed that included in this group
of martyrs will be many Jews and that through the witness of

Moses and Elijah, the 144,000, and the angelic herald, many

of God's chosen people will find salvation, as the 014

lJ. A. Seiss, The Apocalypse (Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Zondervan Publishing House, 1964), p. 163.
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Testament had anticipated. The blindness which in part has
befallen Israel (Rom. 11:26-27) will then be taken away, so
that there will be a turning to God and a recognition of
Christ as their true Messiah.

Both Isaiah and Christ are clear that there will not
only be a martyred remnant for Israel, but also a living rem—
nant. Multitudes of Israelites who have turned to God will
be preserved from persecution and when Christ shall appear in
His glory, He will send His angels and they shall gather to-
gether His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven
to the other (Matt. 24:31). Then, as His people, a nation of
priests, they shall worship the Lord in the holy city of Jeru-
salem:

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the great
trumpet shall be blown, and they shall come which were
ready to perish in the land of Assyria, and the outcasts

in the land of Egypt, and shall worship the Lord in the
holy mount at Jerusalem (Isa. 27:13).

The consequences to the Gentiles.--Notwithstanding

the fact of the common belief that only a few people will be
saved during the tribulation, the Bible indicates otherwise.

It has been demonstrated that a great elect Jewish remnant

will be saved. But Gentiles too shall find redemption. John
saw in a vision a multitude without number standing before the
throne of God (Rev. 7:9). It seems that these are the martyred
mul ti tudes because "these are they which came out of the great

tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white
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in the blood of the Lamb" (Rev. 7:14).

It is evident that there will also be living Gentiles
when Christ returns. When during the Olivet Discourse Christ
spoke of the judgment of the nations which is to take place
immediately after His return, He referred to the sheep and
goat nations, comprised of the Gentiles (Matt. 25:32-33).

The sheep nations are those redeemed Gentiles who have lived
throughout the period of the tribulation. The goats are the
ungodly Gentiles.l This then is the result of the universal

proclamation of the gospel: Many Jews and Gentiles will be
redeemed. A great multitude of both groups will meet mar-

tyrdom, but there is predicted a remnant which, without suf-
fering death, shall enter that reign of Christ when He will

rule with righteousness and equity over the nations.

1jonn F. Walvoord, The Millennial Kingdom (Findlay,
Ohio: Dunham Publishing Company, 1959), pp. 287-289.




CONCLUSION

The great tribulation is a time of judgment, to be
sure. But it will also be a time of salvation. God has not
cast aside His people, but, while the Church is in heaven
with her Redeemer, God shall try and purge His people on
earth. One-third of the nation shall escape His wrath and by
the Spirit's operation through affliction turn to the Lord.
It is the remnant which shall form the nucleus on earth of
the Israelite nation, which will stand at the head of the
Millennial nations of the world. 1Israel shall then be an
honor to all nations of the world. God's faithful promises,
made long ago to Abraham, shall then find their complete ful-
fillment. But momentous events and movements must take place
before this consummation. It has been the purpose of this
outline study to give an over-all perspecti?e of the seven-
tieth week of Daniel, its ofigin, cause, events, and movements.
This then is the tribulation: a time of purging, of hope,

and of salvation for Israel.
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A TIMELY RE-EVALUATION OF THE TEXTUS RECEPTUS

1A. THE PROBLEM OF THE TEXT

1b.

2b.

The Modern Fad:

The average well-taught believer has often heard the King James Version
(henceforth KJV) corrected on the basis of "better manuscripts” or
"older authorities." He has been told from the pulpit and in print that
the Greek text used by the translatcrs of 1611 is inferior to that used
for more recent translations. The science of textual criticism has
supposedly led us to a more accurate knowledge of the criginal text of
the Bible. ’

This explains, in part, the current avalanche of new versions, each one
aiming to replace the KJV. A new version is said to belong into the
pulpit the same way a partridge belongs in a pear tree. The KJV, we are
told, needs to be replaced.

The Textual Families:
lc. The number of manuscripts:

A very large number of Greek manuscripts (henceforth MSS) of the
New Testament survive today. A recent list by Kurt Aland, a German
scholar whose job it is to assign official numbers to Greek
manuscripts as they are found, lists these figures: papyrus MSS,
81l; majuscules (mss written in capital letters), 267; minuscules
(mss written in smaller script), 2764. While many of these MSS are
merely fragmentary, they nevertheless supply a massive accumulation
of evidence for textual criticism. In addition, there are 2143
lectionaries, making for a total of 5255 MSS, as of 1967, according
to Aland. The striking fact is that a large majority of this huge
mass of MSS-~somewhere between 80-90%--contains a Greek text which
in most respects closely resembles the kind of text which was the
basis for the KJV. This may come as a surprise to the ordinary
believer who has gained the impression that the Authorized Version
is supported chiefly by inferior manuscripts.

2c. The nature of the texts:

Since the 18th century the New Testament documents have been
divided into families according to the type of text which they
contain and the errors of transmissicon. There are three of these
families, namely, the TRADITIONAL (Byzantine) family, the WESTERN
family, and the ALEXANDRIAN family.

1d. The Traditional or Byzantine family:

The Traditional or Byzantine family (also the Majority Text,
better known today as the Textus Receptus, i.e. the text
commonly received as authoritative) includes all those New
Testament documents which contain the traditional Byzantine
text, including A (in the Gospels) and W (in Matthew and the
last two-thirds of Luke). The Peshitta Syriac version and the
Gothic version also belong to this family, along with the New
Testament quotations from Chyrsostom and the other Fathers of
Antioch and Asia Minor.



2A. 'THE PRESUPPOSITIONS OF TEXTUAL CRITICS
. 1b. The Background in Rationalism:

In a most recent study ("Rationalism and Contemporary New Testament
Textual Criticism," Bibliotheca Sacra, January 1971), Professor Zane
Hodges, from whom much of this material is taken, shows that Westcott
and Hort's text was constructed on rationalistic foundations. They are
unwilling to subscribe to the inerrancy of the original Scriptures.
They assert that:

"Little is gained by speculating as to the precise point at which
such corruptions came in. They may be due to the original writer
[italics added] , or to his amanuensis if he wrote from dictation,
or they may be due to one of the earliest transcribers.”

Their rationalistic premise is further seen in a more blatant assertion:

"For ourselves we dare not introduce into textual criticism
considerations which could not reasonably be applied to other
ancient texts, supposing them tc have documentary attestation
of egqual amount, variety, and antiquity."”

Evolutionary thought permeates their system. Westcott writes:

"No one now, I suppose, holds that the first three chapters of
Genesis, for example, give a literal history--I could never
understand how anvone reading them with open eyes could think

they did."
l! Hort writes:

"T am inclined to think that no such state as "Eden" (I mean the
popular notion} ever existed, and that Adam's fall in no degree
differed from the fall of each of his descendants, as Coleridge
justly argues.”

It is just one short step from a belief in evoluticn in nature to a
belief in evolution of the biblical documents. Westcott and Hort
apparently took this step.

2b. The Belief in Recension:

Westcott and Hort who reject the Byzantine text in favor of the
Alexandrian text explain the Majority Text on the basis of a recension.
The reason why up to 90% of all Greek texts have a common reading is due
to a revision which took place at Antioch in two stages between 250 and
350 A.D. Some scholarly Christians, with the presbyter Lucian (d. 312)
as original leader, deliberately created an official text by combining
the Western, Alexandrian, and Neutral (B-Aleph) texts. The purpose was
to construct a text on which all could agree.

Today, the whole question of the derivation of "texttypes" through
definite, historical recensions is open to debate. Indeed, E. C. Colwell,
one of the leading contemporary critics, affirms dogmatically that the so-

‘ called "Syrian" recension {as Hort would have conceived it) never took
place. Instead he insists that all texttypes are the result of "“process"
rather than definitive editorial activity. History is silent concerning
such an official recension.



2A.

THE PRESUPPOSITIONS OF TEXTUAL CRITICS

3b.

The Break with the Received Text:

Westcott and Hort rejected the Textus Receptus (TR) because of the
discovery of older, supposedly better texts. The arguments against
the TR usually follow this line:

lc.

2c.

The oldest MSS do not support the Majority Text:

The three oldest complete (or nearly complete) uncial MSS are
B (Codex Vaticanus); Aleph (Codex Sinaiticus); and A (Codex
Alexandrinus) .

1d. Be was written about the middle of the fourth century. It
is the property of the Vatican Library in Rome. It has been
in the Vatican since at least 1475, for in that year a catalog
of the library was made and B is mentioned.

2d. Aleph was discovered by Tischendorf (1841-72) in 1859 on
his third visit to the Monastery of St. Catherine at Mt. Sinai.
It is believed to have been written in the second half of the
fourth century and is currently in the British Museum which
purchased it from Russia in 1933.

3d. Codex A was given to the King of England in 1627 by Cyril
Lucar, patriarch of Constantinople and is now likewise in
the British Museum. Scholars date it from the first half of
the fifth century.

But the oldest MSS do not necessarily contain the best text.

J. W. Burgon (1813-1888), Dean of Chichester, and a staunch defender
of the TR, demonstrates that Aleph and B are very inferior documents.
Their antiquity is a point against them, not something in their
favor. It shows that the Church rejected them and did not read them.
Otherwise they would have been worn out through use. Furthermore,
most of our ancient documents derive basically from Egypt, where the
clement climate aided the preservation of the texts. These texts
are at best a local family and, as Aland suggests, a revised form

of the old Egyptian text whose nearness to the original is open to
debate. Kirsopp Lake, another textual critic, favored the idea that
the scribes usually destroved their exemplars when they had copied
the sacred books.

The oldest manuscripts extant are P66 and P75 (c. 200) and combined
with B (4th century) they frequently agree on errors, such as their
reference to "Bethsaida" in John 5:2 when it should read "Bethesda."
Even the most ancient MSS err, and err frequently.

The Majority Text is a revised and hence secondary, form of the
Greek text:

1d. The position:

Certain revisers in the 4th century are said to have created this
text to present a smooth, acceptable text that combined elements
from other, earliexr texts. Therefore this eclectic production
is only of secondary value. "Older manuscripts" are thus to be
preferred.



2A. THE PRESUPPOSITIONS OF TEXTUAL CRITICS
3b. The Break with the Received Text:

2c. The Majority Text is a revised and hence secondary, form of the
Greek text:

2d. The problem:

This view is now widely abandoned as no longer tenable. Yet it
was this view of the Majority Text which was largely responsible
for relegating it to a secondary status in the eyes of textual
critics generally. Critics now wish to posit the idea of a
"process"” drawn out over a long period of time. However, this
fails to explain the relative uniformity of the text, nor does
it explain its rise and its dominance. Contemporary textual
criticism has no explanation for the phenomena of the Majority
Text.

3c. The readings of the Majority Text are repeatedly inferior to those of
earlier manuscripts:

Hodges ably refutes this assertion by observing:

"Perhaps the greatest surprise to many Bible-believing Christians
will be the discovery that textual critics seek to defend their
preference for the older manuscripts by affirming that they are
better because, in fact, they contain the better readings....In
the last analysis, a manuscript is attested by its readings
rather than the reverse.”

Q Decisions whether a reading is inferior or superior are based on

’ personal opinions and biases, as America's foremost textual critic,
E. C. Colwell, points out. The two criteria used to decide a reading
are purely subjective: "Choose the reading which fits the context"
and "Choose the reading which explains the origin of the reading."
These two standards can cancel each other.

3A. THE PRESERVATION OF THE TRUTH

1b. The Uniqueness of the Bible:

According to textual critics, the Bible is a book like any other book.
It has no special claim to uniqueness. Colwell writes:

"It is often assumed by the ignorant and uninformed--even on a
university campus—--that textual criticism of the New Testament is
supported by a superstitious faith in the Bible as a book dictated

in a miraculous fashion by God. That is not true. Textual criticism
has never existed for those whose New Testament is one of miracle,
mystery, and authority. A New Testament created under those auspices
would have been handed down under them and would have no need of
textual criticism" (What is the Best New Testament?, p. 8).




3A.

THE PRESERVATION OF THE TRUTH

1b.

The Uniqueness of the Bible:

But the New Testament is unique! It is breathed out by a living God and
soc must be treated differently from any other book. For this very reason
the Bible cannot have had a history wholly like that of secular writings.
While the finest literary efforts of man can suffer irreparable corruption
and can even perish forever, the eternal preservation of the Scriptures is
inescapably implied in the very nature of the Word itself: "All flesh is
as grass, and the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth,
and the flower thereof falleth away: but the word of the Lord endureth
forever” (I Pet. 1:24-25). The Psalmist wrote (Ps. 12:6-7): "The words
of the Lord are pure words as silver. . . Thou shalt keep them, O LORD,
thou shalt preserve them from this generation forever."

The Preservation of the Bible:

While we speak frequently about the inspiration, canonicity, inerrancy and
quthority of the Scriptures, we generally fail to give to the doctrine of
the preservation of the Scriptures the rightful place it deserves. Surely
no corollary of inspiration is more logical than the preservation of God‘'s
Word which lives and abides forever.

When we subscribe to Westcott and Hort's view of the Critical Text we are
really asserting that the true New Testament text has been lost for nearly
fifteen centuries. As Burgon so incisively remarks:

"And thus it would appear that the Truth of Scripture has run a very
narrow risk of being lost forever to mankind. Dr. Hort contends that
it more than half lay 'perdu' on a forgotten shelf in the Vatican
Library;--Dr. Tischendorf that it had been deposited in a wastepaper
basket in the convent of St. Catherine at the foot of Mount Sinai;--
from which he rescued it on the 4th of February, 1859;--neither, we
venture to think, a very likely circumstance. We incline to believe
that the Author of Scripture hath not by any means shown Himself so
unmindful of the safety of the Deposit, as these distinguished
gentlemen imagine" (The Revision Revised, p. 343).

The textual critics make no allowances for the fact that the unigque origin,
content and purpose of the Bible imply a unique preservation. God promised
the preservation of His Word. Is the Majority Text corrupt? If it is,
then 90% of the tradition is corrupt. And no one is quite sure how to use
the remaining 10%! Those who read the modern critical editions are reading
a consensus of scholars and have no guarantee that their text will not
change in the future. By contrast, those who read the Textus Receptus

are reading a text resting upon a consensus of manuscripts. These
manuscripts do not perfectly agree one with another and are not without
certain problems; however, with all the evidence available to textual
critics, it would suggest that the TR is by far the better of the two
texttypes. While it would be a judgment too severe to say that the TR is
God's text and the critical text is Satan's text, as some have done, it
still seems reasonable to suggest that God preserved His Word in a more
general way other than a handful of manuscripts that were forgotten for
centuries.




4A.

THE PRIORITY OF THE TEXTUS RECEPTUS

The ordinary Christian may look upon the controversy surrounding the Textus
Receptus as nothing more than an academic exercise of little practical value.
The important consequences of the acceptance or rejection of the Majority Text
can best be demonstrated on hand of some illustrations from the Greek text.
Perhaps more than any other passage of Scripture, the last twelve verses of
Mark are greatly affected by question of which of the two texts is best.

1b. The Last Twelve Verses of Mark:

lc.

2c.

3c.

The situation:

Many sincere believers had their
confidence shaken in the last twelve
verses of Mark, since Aleph and B,
which are considered to be the two
best MSS of the Greek New Testament,
omit this passage. But Dean Burgon
has shown in his classic monograph,

The Last Twelve Verses of Mark (1871,

reprinted 1959) that the omission of
the passage actually argues for its
inclusion. In B a blank space is
left for them in the MSS—--the only

blank space, indeed, which it contains.

This proves that the verses were in
the earlier manuscript from which
Vaticanus was copied (see Appendix).

Sinaiticus reveals a still more startling fact.
original have been taken out and two others inserted,
These contain the close of Mark and the
The pages were evidently re-written for the

the writer of the B MSS.
beginning of Luke.

purpose of excluding the twelve verses.
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Twc pages of the
apparently by

The writing on these pages

is so spread out that they contain less matter than they ought.

Even so,

The dilemma:

the last column is not completely filled out.

If we accept the Aleph and B omission, we are left with rather

unenviable alternatives:

either the Gospel ended on a note of

utter despair--which is unthinkable for a Gospel penned especially
to glorify Christ, or the ending is hopelessly lost--which in reality
is a masked rejection of a belief in the providential presexvaticn of

inspired Scripture.
The explanation:

On the other hand,

which are responsible for the omission.
They show a similarity of omissions

bad time--that of the Arian lapse.

it is relatively easy to determine the reasons

The MSS were written at a

in the Gospels relating to the deity of our Lord (John 1:14, 18; 3:16,
18, e.g., where "begotten" is omitted; Mark 1l:1 omits "Son of God"
etc.}) as well as to everlasting punishment (e.g. Mark 9:44, 4¢ omitted

in both MSS--fire not quenched, worm dieth not).

Practical and

doctrinal reasons can easily explain the omission of the verses;
their preservation argues for their disuse through the years; their



4A. THE PRIORITY OF THE TEXTUS RECEPTUS
1b. The Last Twelve Verses of Mark:

‘ 3c. The explanation:

place of discovery hardly argues for their divine preservation by
God as the true text (Cf. Urquhart, New Biblical Guide, VII,
383ff; Bibliotheca Sacra, October 1966, p. 306ff).

2b. Other important omissions from Aleph and B which are in the Textus Receptus:
lc. John 3:13 "which is in heaven”
2c. BActs 8:37 "And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart...”
3c. Rev. 1:11 "I am Alpha and Omega..."
4c. Mat. 6:13 "For thine is the kingdom..."

5c. John 7:53-8:11 Pericope de Adultera (the woman taken in adultery)

3b. Reason for the favoring the Textus Receptus on which the KJV is based:

We retain the KJV because of its preparation by godly men, God's
providence in the preservation of the true text, its perfection of
literary beauty, its permanence in light of the many other versions.
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‘ THE PROBLEM OF THE VIRGIN BIRTH AND APOLOGETIC FOR IT

Topic Outline

1A. Introduction.
2A. The Argument from Silence.

1b. The Gospels of Mark and John.
2b.  The Writings of Paul.

3A. The Argument from the Early Church.

1b. The Jewish Christians.
2b. The Sects.

4A. The Argument from the Old Testament Predictions.

1b. The Contribution of Genesis 3:15.
2b. The Contribution of Isaiah 7:14.

. 5A. The Argument from the Gospel Narratives.

1b. Their Genuineness.
2b.  Their Credibility.

6A. Conclusion.



1A. Introduction:

The opposition launched against the virgin birth of Christ is almost
coextensive with the preaching of the gospel itself. The pagan philosopher
Celsus (178 A. D.) opens his polemic against the Christians by charging that
Jesus, whom they worship, was not born of a virgin but was the son of a human
father. From that time on, the supernatural conception of Jesus has suffered
intermittent criticisms which have varied in degrees or scope and intensity. Then,
starting with the closing of the 19t century, there has been an all-out assault
upon the truth of the virgin birth of our Lord.! The attack, however, is not
confined to the virgin birth but affects the whole supernatural estimate of Christ.
But it is thought that this miracle is more easily got rid of than the evidence for
public facts, like the resurrection, resulting in the fact that in many quarters the
virgin birth is openly freated as a fable or myth, and belief in it is scouted as
unworthy of modern insight and intelligence. Proof of this can be readily seen in
the heretical pronouncements of Bishop Bromiley C. Oxnam, Bishop James A.
Pike and more recently, the Episcopalian Bishop John Shelby Spong.

2A. The Argument from Silence:
1b. The gospels of Mark and John:

The objection to the narmratives on the virgin birth on which most stress is
laid is the silence concerning the miracles in the remaining Gospels and other
parts of the New Testament. This is to prove conclusively that the virgin birth was
not known in the earliest Christian circles, and was a legend of later origin.
Respecting the Gospels of Mark and John, the objection would only apply if it
were the design of the Gospels to narrate, as do Matthew and Luke, the
circumstances of the nativity. Both Mark and John knew that Jesus had a
human birth and that His mother was Mary. But they deliberately tell us nothing
about it. Mark begins his Gospel with Christ’s entrance on His public ministry,
omitfing an explanation of how Jesus came to be called “the Son of God" (Mk.
1:1). John tells us that the “Word became flesh” (Jn. 1:14), but does not say how
this miracle of becoming flesh was wrought. It did not lie in John’s plan to say so.
He knew the Church tradition and had access to the Gospel narratives of the
virgin birth, and he takes the knowledge of their teaching for granted. So where
is the alleged contradiction?22

2b. The Writings of Paul:

' Orville E. Crain, The Credibility of the Virgin Birth (New York: The Abingdon Press, 1924), 5-6.
2R. I. Humberd, The Virgin Birth (Flora, Indiana: R. I. Humberd, n.d.), 243-244.



From the silence of Paul on this item nothing detrimental can be inferred.
The one thing that was central o the mind and preaching of Paul was the
resurrection of Jesus. He must have known of the supernatural origin of Christ
because he was in company with Luke. One thing certain is, that Paul could not
have believed in the divine dignity, the pre-existence, the sinless perfection, and
the redeeming work of Christ as he did and not have been convinced that His
entrance into humanity was extraordinary and miraculous in nature. This Son of
God, who "emptied” Himself, who was “born of a woman, born under the law,”
“who knew no sin” (Phil. 2:7-8; Gal. 4:4; 2 Cor. 5:21) could not be the simple
product of nature. Paul wrote his epistles about 53-61 A.D. If the virgin birth had
been an incipient heresy, Paul must have known of it and would most surely
have denounced it as he did some of the other Jewish and heathen heresies
that were threatening the Church.3

3A. The Argument from the Early Church:
1b. The Jewish Christians:

Those who object to the virgin birth occasionally appeal to the history of
the early Church in confirmation that his belief was not primitive. However, as far
as one can trace back in the history of the Church, Christians have always held
this doctrine. No Christian sect is known to have denied it, save the Jewish
Ebionites. The general body of the Jewish Christians accepted it—and so did the
greater Gnostic sects in their own way. Those Gnostics, like Cerinthus, who
denied it, were vehemently repelled by the Church's greatest teachers.

2b. The Sects:

At this point it is well to consider the Scriptures themselves as far as their
prophetical and historical accounts of the virgin birth are concerned. Those who
assert that nothing depends on this belief for one’s estimate of Christ do a gross
injustice not only to the plain statement of Scripture, but, in fact, deny the
possibility of their own salvation. Those who are ready to deny the credibility of
the Gospels are also quick to deny the supernatural element of the prophecies
of the Old Testament.

4A. The Argument from the Old Testament Predictions:
1b. Genesis 3:15

There are those who assert that the Old Testament is strangely silent on the
fact of the virgin birth. But is this true2 Relevant to this discussion is the oldest of

® Crain, op. cit., 48-49.



all evangelical promises, that the seed of the woman would bruise the head of
the serpent (Gen. 3:15). The “serpent” is Satan and the “seed” who would
destroy him is described emphatically as the woman'’s seed. As sin entered the
race through the woman, so salvation would come through a woman. The early
Church writers often pressed this analogy between Eve and the Virgin Mary,
mother of Jesus.4

2b. Isaiah 7:14

The clearest expression of the virgin birth in the Old Testament is found in
Is. 7:14, centered in the declaration, “Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a
son, and shall call his name Immanuel."” This is none other than the child of
wonder extolled in Is. 9:6-7. Critics strenuously object that the word “virgin” or
“almah” actually means “virgin.” They insist that it means “young woman.” This is
true, but the usage of the term also applied to “virgin,” and throughout the
whole Old Testament, “use of the term ‘almah’ applies only to persons who are
virgins, and to such only as are in the flower of youth, in opposition to a virgin
denoted by the common, indeterminate word ‘betuhlah’.”s Furthermore, the
translators of the LXX understood the term to mean “virgin” and rendered it as
such.

The prophecies of the Old Testament were fulfilled. In Bethlehem of
Judea, as Micah had foretold, was born of a virgin mother, He whose “goings
forth” were “from of old, from everlasting” (Mic. 5:2; Mt. 2:6).

5A. The Argument from the Gospel Narratives:
1b. Their genuineness:

By general consent, the Matthew 1 and 2 and Luke 1 and 2 narratives are
independent—yet both affirm, in a most detailed way, that Jesus, conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit, was born of a virgin, Mary of Nazareth, espoused to
Joseph, whose wife she afterwards became. The birth took place in Bethlehem
and announcement by an angel was made to Mary and Joseph beforehand.

Critics assail the genuineness and trustworthiness of the Gospel records.
But it can be firmly retorted that the narratives are undoubtedly genuine parts of
the Gospels. The only manuscripts and versions that fail to mention the narratives
of the virgin birth are those that have been corrupted and mutilated by either
Ebionitic or Gnostic tendencies. But even these manuscripts are few in number
and cannot be employed as evidence.$

* Hubert Vecchierello, The Virgin Birth of Jesus Christ (Paterson, NJ: St. Anthony Guild Press, 1932) 14.

5 Charles L. Feinberg (ed.), The Fundamentals for Today (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregels’ publications, 1961)
242-243.

€ Crain, op. cit., 39-40.



2b. Their Credibility:

As to the Gospels themselves, they were not of late origin but were written
by apostolic men and accepted from the first. Luke's Gospel was from Luke's
own pen and Matthew's Gospel passed without challenge in the early Church

as the genuine Gospel of the Apostle.
The sources for the narratives concerning the virgin birth are Joseph and

Mary themselves. Matthew's account is told from Joseph’s point of view, Luke’s
is from Mary's. The narratives are not contradictory but independent and
complementary. They bear the stamp of fruth, honesty, and purity.

Thus the virgin birth stands. Had Christ been naturally born, He could never
have reversed the curse of sin and death brought in by the first Adam. He, as
one of Adam'’s race, not an entrant from a higher sphere, would have shared in
Adam'’s corruption and doom—would Himself have required redemption.
Through God's infinite mercy He came from above, inherited no guilt, needed
no regeneration or sanctification, but became Himself the Redeemer,
Regenerator, and Sanctifier for all who receive Him. “Thanks be unto God for His

unspeakable gift.” (2 Cor. 2:15).

1 Timothy 3:16

2nd without controversy great is the mystexy of godliness:

Fod was manifested in the flesh,
Justified in the Spicit,

Seen by angels,

Preached among the Kentiles,
Believed on in the world,
Received up in glory.

ANGELS ANNOUNCING THE BIRTH OF THE SAVIOUR.
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Responsibility of the church to missions.

A. Responsibilitles of the church as a whole.
B. Responsibilities of each individual.
C. Responsibilities of the missionary committee.
1. Its composition.
2., Its function.
a. Annual mlssionary conference.
b. Relay of information to all church groups.

Responsibilities of the mission board.

A. Toward the missionaries.
B. Toward the local church.

Promotion of misgsions.
A. The missionary.

1. At home.
2. On the field.

B. The pastor.

1. To the church.
2. To the missionaries. .-

In Sunday School.
In youth groups.
The church itself.
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1, Budget.
2. Prayer.
3. Activities.
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MISSIONS AND THE LOCAL CHURCH

Our age seems to be characterized by a "crossroadd' philoso-
phy. The media of communicatlion proclaim the democracy is at
the crossroads. They say that the free world 1s at the cross-
roads, engaged in a fatal combat with Communism. On every hand
men are saying that missions are likewlse at the crossroads.
Unlike other crises, mlssions are always at the crossroads.
Democracy, totalltarianism, and western culture may come to a
crossroad occasionally, but from the very beginning, missions
have been in crises--and they shall ever be in crises. Competing
forces have always pressed down upon missibnary endegvor, yet in
every day énd age the nature and function of missions is the
same. We must admit that never in the history of mankind has the
outlook for the furtherance of missions been ideal. Competing
forces such as paganism, Romanism, materialism, and Communism
have alwayé pressed down and in upon the endeavor of men to carry
on mission work. The Church, however, is not troubled by bad
circumstances--or at least it should not bé--but its hope 1is
derived from the Lord of the Church in whose service it 1s engaged
and for whose glory it labors. One day thé Chufch wlll no longer
be militaﬁt but rather triumphant and at rest; missions will no
longer be at the crossroads, and 1its job will be complet.ed.1
At this point it would be well to ralse the elementary, yet
all-important questlon about missions: Why should churches at-

tempt to take the Christian religion to other men and women in

'Harold Lindsell, Missionary Principles and Practices (New
York, 1955), p. 13ff. '




-2 -

the world? Any misslionary work which has not faced and answered
this question satisfactorily is not properly grounded nor will
it endure when shocks and tests come. Because the Bible 1s our
rule of faith and practice, we should be able to prove from the
Scriptures that missions are legitimate. That mlissions should
be a vital factor 1in a church program, that it 1s a necessity to
have missions, is well attested scripturally. The last words
which the Lord spoke to His disciples, as recorded by Matthew,
are very definite on this point. They are, "Go ye.therefore and
teach all natlions, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." (Matt. 28:19). Generally
we call thié the Great Commission, the Church's marching orders.
This passage certainly makes 1t clear that Jesus Himself imposed
upon the dlsciples and Hls followers the task of misslonary work.
Then again in the first chapter of Acts, where 1s recorded the
narrative of the.Ascension of our Risen Lord, we note the un-
mistakable utterance, "Ye ghall be witnesses unto me...unto
the uttermost part of the earth." (Acts 1:8). Thus, without
looking at the vast amount of other Scrilpture that deals with
mlssions, from the emphatic parting messages of our Lord Jesus
Christ Himself, the Church's task is clear--its main task--its
responsibiiity and its privilege.2

Too 6f£en there has been a tendency to look upon missions
a8 a supplementary matter to be added to other eccleslastical

tasks of the'pastor or perhaps a church group; however, the

2Herbert Waldo Hines, Misslonary Education in the Local
Church (New York, 1925), pp. 2-3.
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whole church, every member of it, should be made to see the pro-
per place which missions should have in his life, and every func-
tion and activity of the church must of necesgsity be geared to
" give an understanding of missions and further the carrying out
of the Lord's commission. In all our thinking we should always
keep in tbg foreground these two fundamental facts: (1) The
problem oflevangelizing the world is God's--not.forced upon him
but undertaken by Him “according to the eternal purpose which He
purposed in our Lord Jesus Christ"; and (2) in the solution of
this problem of salvatlon God'has limited Himself to human cooper-
ation.3
In God's divine plan, every church must have an overseer,
a pastor or shepherd. He 18, 1n a very real sense, a missionary
himself, and 1t falls upon him to instruct the numbers of his
church concerning missions. He 1s the true and actual leader of
the church. The policlies and activities of a church are great-
ly dependent upon the pastor of that church; therefore it is a
fact that he holds the key to missionary service. He must be well
informed.4
| First, the pastor must be convinced that missions are scrip-
tural. He should be well acqualnted with the history of missions
as well as the missionary work that 1s being carrlied on. It is

eggential that he subscribes to several periodicals of miséion

> John F. Goucher, Growth of the Missionary Concept (New York,
1911), p. 12.

4Helen Barrett Montgomery, The Preaching Value of iissions
(Philadelphia, 1931), p. 135.
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agencies. If the pastor, for example, then calls attentlion to
these periodicals, assligns various members to report in prayer-
meetings what they found most 1nteresting In the last number,
soon the interest in misselons will grow among his people. Also,
the pastor needs mlssionary books, books which he can read, re-
view, and recommend to his people. He should have contact with
the mlissionaries his church supports and also others, and thus
understand their needs, which he, in turn, wili present before
the church. A good knowledge of various mission boards and agen-
cies 1is also important. The pastor should kKnow. their policiles,
practices, purposes, and much other 1nformat16n, which he would
utilize iﬁ‘properly‘guiding those of his members who seek help
along these lines or feel that they. are called to mission work.
Then also, he should work with missionaries, helping them arrange
a schedulé'in hié;éréa and glving them proper time in his program
when they come fof the presentation of misslions.

The Ne% Testament is plain in its teaching that missions 1is
the work of the“io§a1 church. As Paul and Barnabas were sent out
by their dﬁﬁrch, 80 éhould missionaries in our day be send out by
the church;” Thererare a number of general things of which the
pastor should be careful to instruct his people. PFirst of all,
they ought to knowythe needs of the missionaries; their vision
should be.broad enough and lncrease to encompass the whole need
of missioné, not only that of one particular area. This would also
include a knbwledge of new missionary candidates and developments
on the figlds. Each member has the responsibility before the Lord
to support missions to the best of his abllity; furthermore, there

should be provisiéns for gilving and doing other than the monthly
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support promised to mlssionaries and mission agsncles. Another
important factor is that there should be room for enlargement of
the church's budget, to take on the support of other mlissionaries
or mission projects without the dropplng of some to take on these.

As far as mlssionary giving and vision 18 concerned, no church

should be stagnant.5

:Lack of misslonary interest and activitles on the part of
church members is often due  -to lack of knowledge. They cannot
be expected to work, glve, or pray-for missions if they are not
aware of the need, the nature of the progreams, of the mlssiona-
ries' efforts and achlevements, and the relationship between
missions and world affairs. Moreover, new members are constantly
coming into the church, and it 1s the church's regsponsibility
and privilgge to acqualnt them with missilons and‘make them co-
workers 1§,feaching out to evangelize the worid.‘One author well
stated, dealing with the promotion of missions ﬁithin the church,

‘Sustalned missionary interest and endeavor in a
church are not the result of devices, but ofacareful-
1y planned and falthfully executed educational progran.
It is not enough for a church to have a strong missio-
nary history. Education in missions....1s part of the
total program of Christian education, for it is based
on the Bible and 1s fundamental to the bullding of
complete Christlan experlence. Enlightenment and en-
listment in the fleld of missions are part of the pro-
cess of Christian growth. So they have a place in
the curriculum of Christian education. Promotion of
Chrilistlan stewartshlip should ge taught and practiced
as part of thipg same progranm.

In view of all this, every church needs a well-organized

5wp Missionary-Minded Church," Symposium, Edwin Du Bois, p. 4.

6Dorothy A, Stevens, Mieslonary Educatlion in a Baptist Church
(Philadelphia, 1953), pp. 20-21.
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to promote missions and tc bring the need of misslons before
all the people. To carry out a good misslonary program,every
church should have a misslonary committee. Thls committee 1is
usually madé up of representatives from different groups with-
in the church: the men's class, women's class, young married
people's class or group, Junior and Intermediate Young People,
and Senlor Young People. Young people should be included in
the membership of the committee, for it will provide good
training for them to share in the development of the plan, but
also they will often make valuable suggestions.

Each‘group selects a representative and the pastor acis as
chairman., “All of these members should be vitally interested in
the missionary work of the church, or at least be willing to be-
come 1nforﬁed and go ahead to produce results. The pastor, or
some one else who 1s appointed as chalrman, 1f the pastor cannot
hold this pbéition, must be capable of working harmoniously with
the other representatives. He should seek to lead the committee
to have a éegular time of meeting, preferéble once a mont.h.7

As soan és thé missionary committee has been appointed, he
should preﬁare it for its work by putting in the hands of its
members certaln materials and informatlon about missions in ge-
neral and éspecially G. A. R. B. C. approved missions. The conm-
mittee then is active in planning missionary programs and con-
ferences for the church. Also it will help in making various con-
tacts with misslonaries and mission agencies. An excellent idea

along these lines would be that each group or Bible class take

THines, op. cit., p. 22.
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one G, A. R. B. C.-approved mlssion for a year and promote this.
‘ Then each year the group can select a different mission to pro-
mote. v
The committee has certain responsibilities toward the class
or group. It is important that the committee secures time in the
monthly meetings of their respective groups to promote missions.
In these meetings, offerings should be taken to promote a project
for the year. Also, part of the money can be used for speakers
who represent a mission, at the group meeting or at specilal
church meetings. Then whatever the balance 1s at the end of the
year can be put into the misslionary conference and all groups
start fresh with a new mission and a new project. Suggested
projects include purchase of such articles as tape recorders, lan-
‘ terns, record player, P. A. system, washing machine, tool kits,
hospital gowns, quilts, bandages, clothing, books, school supplies,
medlicine, toys, cars, trucks, etc. Likewlse, the committee can
make lists of addresses of the missionaries and distribute them
to the group, one to each member, and the person 1s asked to write
to that missionary and pray for him every day of the month. Let-
ters whicﬁ are recelved in return can then be read at the meetings
each month.
As has been mentioned previously, it 1s important tnat people
_ have a thoroughlknowledge of missions to have a zeal to promote
them. Thus the missionary committee should take it upon itself
to secure information about the mission and report it to the class.
This would include
’ 51; The full name of the mission.
2 The date of the founding.

(3) The name of the founder.
(4) The number of major fields--also noting fields in which
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the mission has no work.
(5) The locatlon of the home office, its director and of-

ficers.
(6) The policles and practices of the mission.

(7) Native customs.
(8) The missionaries' problems: spiritual, physical, and

material.

(9) Publications of the mission. (Perhaps every member
could sgbsoribe to the mission magazlne and then pass
it on.)

After this information has been gathered, posters cen be
assigned containing the materlal and may be displayed in a room
for the benefit of all. It would be a good idea to nave contests
between the different groups to see which can make the most in-
teresting poster. Groups also can make mlsslonary prayer note-
books, including small pictures, names and addresses, and the
prayer requests on the back slde of each page. In thie manner,
through the combined effort of all the church groups, missions
can become & vital part of all the church life and is constantly
kept before the éyes of the people.

One of the main functions of the missionary committee 1is
its planning for the annual missionary conference The commit-
tee can write to the different mission boards and ask for the
name and schedule of the missionaries who are home on furlough.
Then, when word comes, these missionaries which the committee has
chosen should be contacted well in advance to determine if they
are able to come to the conference. The misslonary conference
should be the highlight of the church year. It needs to be

well advertized in town. It 1s most profitable if the misslonaries

are entertained by members of the church, because this will bring

8Roland Allen, The Spontaneous Expansion of the Church (Lon-
don, 1927), p. 3.
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church people in close contact with missionaries and a beﬁter
knowledge of the lives and needs of misslionaries, as well as
real spiritual blessings. The program of the missionary con-
ference 1itself will be decided by the commlttee and should be
varled and of interest to everybody.

The class or group which is represented in the committee
has also certain responsibilities. The people should pray,
glve, and cooperate. They should work, making thelr mission
knowm to the church ﬁhrough posters, displays, eand curlos. These
curios and other displays can be exhiblited every time there is
a conference or even more frequently than this. Attendance at
all meetinésis important and mission representatives should get
loyal suppqrt.

The missionary himself plays an important part in the
promotion of missions. The people's attitude toward missions
will much depend on how well he will present the field, the way
he presents the needs, and the challengling messages he brings.
It 18 a good idea if he suggests projects for the group. Good
plictures aé a means of presenting the work and the need are very
necessary. Perhaps one of the main objects in the missionaries
dealing with people should be--apart from getting support--the
obtaining of prayer warriors, people who will faithfully 1lift
him up before the Throne of Grace through the years.9

After the misslonary 1s back on the field, 1t is his re-
sponsibility to write letters--usually prayer letters--to those

who support him. Also, he should answer all private letters, as

9pu Bois, op. cit., p. 4.
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far as possible, to keep in touch with the people in the home
churches and make missions that much more real to them.

Mission boards play an important part in the relationship

-of the church to the misslionary. Our G. A. R. B. C.-approved

mission boards have the policy--and rightly so--to forward any
speclally designated money or gilfts to the missionary for whom
1t is intended, instead of pooling the money. By “personalizing"
missionarles in that way--making it possible for churches to
have their "own" missionaries--much interest 18 galned and the
whole missionary cause 1s helped. The ladies in the churches
enjoy preparing bandages, old clothing, Christmas boxes, and
other iteﬁs for missionaries, and this 1is above ihe promised sup-
port. | |

Mission boards need to get printed materials distributed to
the churches. Posters, prochures, tracts, books, blographies,
appeals, and prayer calendars are employed by the boards. Visual
alds have done more to impress the people and to acquaint them
with misslons than all written materlial put together. By slides,
by black éhd white and color fllm many misslon boards have brougnt
gréphicall& to 1its people the story of miséionéry enterprise.1°

Anothér facet in the relation of mission boards to the chur-
ches are finances. May 1t only be sald that the pastor should be
well aware of the fact that mission boards too need to be supported.
Proper provisions should be made by each church to give a certaln
anount of money to the mission board too.

There are two important factors agalnst which the pastor

10Lindsell, op. cit., pp. 133-135.



- 11 -

must be on the lookout and about which the people should be
instructed. It 1s quite frequently the case that misslionaries,
looking for support, will bring a highly-emotional message to
the congregation, moving them with plty to tears, and more than
that--the real reason-for the message--motlvating them to shower
the missionary with ‘money. This 1s harmful, énd missionaries of
this type should be treated with cautlon. A common error among
church people pertains to theilr credibility and even gullibili-
ty as for as their attitude concerning missionaries is concerned
Missionaries are looked upon as super-Christlians and ultra-spi-
ritual, people who can do no wrong. Therefore it is the excep-
tion rather than the rule that misslonaries are asked by the
church to give an account of thelr work on the field. But 1t is
important that they do this. Dedicated missionaries will not
mind this type of inquiry 1hn the least; just the opposite, they
wlill gladly relate the nature of thelr service and the use to
which the church money was put. Pastors and churches have this
responsibility to see that the Lord's money is properly used.

It neéd ﬁardly be sald that learning about missions should
start in a person's life as early as possible. The Bible school
is one of the most effective means by which young people, as
well as older people, can be made to learn about mission.

Children of Cradle Roll age are too young for direct in-
struction. The alm in this period should be to control theilr
environment--practically limited to home--to give them abiiity
to develop the right attitude. It 1is important therefore that

the parents have a proper attitude towards missions.
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Education of Beginners should be planned in view of the
physical and mental chamcteristics of the chlld. Thelr strong
and active curiosity makes 1t possible to interest the chilld in
new and unfamiliar things 1f they are related to their own ex-
perience, and theilr imagination provides them with a world of
make-believe. Missionary storles with plctures, flannelgraph,
and objects relating to child life are most helpful in illus-
trating lesscns. Children of that age should be instructed in
gilving and'ﬁheir pennies should be given for some specific thing
wlth which they are familiar, for example, a dress or some toys
for a little boy in Africa.

The aim of missionary educatlon with Primary children is to
give them a knowledge of God and His love for all the other people
in the world. The needs of these people should be presented, and
this should cause the chlldren to show acts of kindness. Their
reasoning power 1s better developed and as they enter school,
thelr contacts and assoclations multiply. Group activitles can
be now planned for them, such as making missionary pdsters and
sand-table work of mission places 1in which they are interegted.
Missionary stories should have more plot and action. As far as
glving is concerned, they should be taught that real gilving
meang the use of money that has been earned or saved from thelr
owﬁ funds.

The Junior-age is the time during which habits are formed
and attitudeé and modes of conduct are being acquired. The Ju-
nior begins to form his ldeals based upon the conduct of those

whom he admires. Misslonary stories and blographlies are therefore
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good material. Scenes and customs of other lands appeal to
Juniors. Missionary models of orliental homes, churches, dolls
dressed in native costumes, made by the pupils wlill test whether
they have gained clear and definlte impresslions from reading or
gstudy. ©Specific prayer for mlsslonaries should be encouraged,
and the students should be encouraged to form the habit of regu-
lar, systematic giving, for definite projects they wish to ohoose.‘l

Adolescence 1s divided into three periods, early, middle,
and later adolescence and each period bullds upon and develops
the capacitlies and tendencles of the previous stage. One must
also keep in mind the differences between boys and girls of these
ages. This period 1s the birth time of personality and "crystal-
lization of character" toward good or evil. The powers of thought
and reason is greatly increased and emotions are a strong factor
during this early period. Basic for misslonary education should
be the Bilblical teachings concerning missions and their relation
to the young person himself. Regular misslonary programs, planned
by the students themselves, with missionary speakers, mission
themes and songs, should be part of the regular training. Read-
in of missionary books should be greatly encouraged, and each
student should be taught his responsiblility to missions.

It hés Been sald that the marked difference between maturi-
ty and yoﬁiﬁ:is'the relative unchangeablenéss ig»which we come
when we afe "grown up." As a result, it is often taken for gran-

ted that the only chance for education is in childhood and youth,

“Herbert Wright Gates, Misslionary Education 1n the Church
(Chicago, 1928), p. 184ff.
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and adults are regarded as hopeless. But, of course, there 1is
a definite need for adult education.

Certain characteristice of adult 1life, as compared with
youth, must be considered to determine the cholce of material
and methods to educate adults, especlally along the linesg of
mlssion. Adults have wider experlence, their habits are more
firmly established, and major interests have become‘more estab-
lished. There are many adults in Bible school classes who sel-
dom come to church services and who need the knowledge and vision
of misslions. It would therefore be very expedient to set aside
a “unday at least every quarter or perhaps even every month on
which the whole time will be taken up with teaching and material

relative to misaions.12

An effective way of keeping missions before the Bible school
classes would be to set aside a Sunday every wmonth as missionary
Sunday, on which all the classes are comblined for about twenty-
minutes during which misslonary letters are read and information
i1s given about a certain missionary, to whom thén is also desig-
nated thejcombiﬁed offering.

Althoﬁgh proper miséionary education of young people will
produce désired results as far as a vision and understanding of
missions is concerned, yet the summer camp 1s one place where
they learn more about missions as far as a challenge 1s concerned
than perhaps anywhere else. There they are continually in close
contact with the misslionaries, and the challenging messages and

cemp fire services move many of the young people to dedicate tleir

121p14., p. 17571,
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lives to Christ and even obey the Lord‘'s call to go to the mis-

‘ gsion field. This 1s one of the reasons why a church should make
provisions to send young people to good Bible camps each summer.
It can be assured that this will pay rich dividents.

In promoting missions within a local church it is essential
to have effective methods and materials. Every church should
have a library with many missionary books of interest for the
young and old. This can include books and magazines on travel,
types of work, blographles and autobiographies of missionaries,
discussions of the aims and motives of missions, and missionary
fiction.

Posters are always effectlive 1f they meet some simple stan-
dards such as unity, clarity, brevity, accuracy, appeal, and at-

. tractiveness. They may be used to promote missions and even the
church library itself, for a library is of value only when it is
used.,

Exhibits and museum collectlons may include almost anything
from a collection of curios to a display of work done by pupils
as demonstrations of what they have done. There maybe the per-
manent exhibit or museum, including curios, costumes, works of
art, household implements, weapons, and other objects illustrat-
ing the 1life of the people. Then there may be also exhibiltions
of the work of a class or young people's group.13

This is a map-minded age and everywhere men make large use

of maps. Yet the church, that has had a world-wide mission through

’ 3 1p1d., pp. 125-127.
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the centurlies, 1is still poorly supplied with maps. A church
should have many good maps. A map may show where missionaries
are and keep missionary prayer partners before the eyes. Also,
to interpret mission studies, maps are absolutely necessary. A
large, mounted world map, contrastingly colored 1is the map for
a church. A well-lettered missionary quotation along the top
will help give mlsslionary meaning to the church.14

Now that we have somewhat discussed the means and methods
of promoting missions in the local church, there remalins one more
part of the promoting which should be discussed in more detail--
giving. It 1s the pastor's holy duty to teach his people the
scriptural principles of stewartship.

Many of our Lord's parables and other teachings were rela-
tive to giving. His disciples were taught that thelr money was
not their own to spend as they liked. The New Testament gives
the testimony that the teachers of the early Church understood
and incalculated this. We are told that "not one of them con-
sildered anything his personal property" (Acte 4:32). They held
thelr property ready for disposal in God's service and parted
wlth it when need became apparent (Phil. 4:16). Also relief was
sent to needy Caristians at home and abroad. But Christian
stewartshlp implies also the giving of ourselves to God. We are
His by creatlon and redemption. "Ye are not your own," sald
Paul to the vorinunians, "ye are bought with a price. Therefore
glorify God with your bodies and spirits which are his." (I. Cor.

6:20). Because we are His we must reallze that God has also

14Stevens, op. ¢it., pp. 116-117.
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a plan for each one of us. Thus it must be a part of the mis-
slonary program to point out to men that it is their responsi-
bility to do that to which God has called them--whether it 1is
laboring on the miésion fileld or worklng at home. In elither
case the efforts should be directed in reachlng men and women
with the message of salvation.15
In view of all the methods and systems of promotion of mis-
slons, let none of us éuppose that missionary passion comes of
knowing intimately the foreign fields. It comes of knowing God,
who "so loved the world"--not only a part of 1t--"that he gave
his only begotten Son," who "is the propitiation for our sins,
and not ours only, but also the sins of the whole world." And
it 1s up to the shepherd of the flock, the pastor, to bring the
people to a better knowledge of thelr God and Savior Jesus Christ.
The pastof is the kéy to missionary success, and every adminis-
trator should understand that the success or failure of the mis-
sionary program of the local church depends on the minister of
the church. 'He can be a strong advocate i for mlssions, and by the
stress he places on 1t and the methods he emoloys he can elther
bulld or break a misslionary church.‘6 The only way he will com -
bat materialism and all the satanlc forces that would hinder the
development and progress of missions is through the impassionate
preaching of the Whoie Word.. No essays about bilrds and trees and

the big out-of-doors will meet the situation. No book reviews

of great novels or recent poetry will do. No eloquent essays

‘SMontgomery, op. cit., pp. 152-154.

‘6L1ndsell, op. cit., p. 135.
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about the secondary concerns of Christianity will turn the tide
of men's hearts to their redeemer and the call of missions.
Only one thing will do and that is the holding up of a Savior
who 18 able to save unto the uttermost all that come to Him
through faith. The o0ld gospel needs to be shown as still the
wonder-working gospel of the Grace of God. Men still need to
be seen in all thelir slin and weakness crying out for the Living

God, whom they shall permlt to lead thelr lives.
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