






















































25 

Their Rare Inheritance 

The fact that their father gave them an inheritance 

among t heir brethren is mentioned as a g eneral proof of his 

special regard and is also recorded because it was not a 

common custom. It was strictly at variance with the regu­

lations of the Mo s aic law and sounds more Arabian than Israeli­

tish, for the Thora only re c ognizes a daughter as heiress 

where t here are no sons (Num . 27:8) . The writer ~is conscious 

that he is writing extra-Israelitish pre-Mosaic history. The 

equal distribution of property gives a pleasing picture of 

family unity in the comme nc ement of history. At the same time 

it implies that Job did not lack sons-in-law for his fair, 

richly- dovwied daughters . This fact is confirmed by verse 16 

and it further serves as corroberating evidence for the anti­

quity of Job. 

In this equal inheritance the n is seen the proof of 

Job's wealth and fatherly re gard . And it is also a provision 

for allowing his daughters after marriage to continue to live 

among their brothers . Thus t he same concord prevails among 

these later children of Job as among the earlier (1:4) . 
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V. HIS REALIZED LONGEVITY 

His Real Age 

vs. 16: And Job lived after this a hundred and forty .. years, : 

and he saw his offspring and his children's offspring to four 

generations . 

Since it is not known how old he was when his afflic­

ti ons came upon him , it cannot by precisely determined the age 

at which he died; but as he had previous to his affliction a 

family of ten children all grown up, he could hardly have been 

less than sixty or seventy years . The hundred and forty years 

are probably also to be taken as double of that number of 

years which he had lived thus far (Ps . 90 :16), since God 

granted him twice as much in other respects too . The LXX em­

p hatically represents Job as being seventy years old at the 

time his sore trials befall him, although for unknown reasons 

it add s thirty years to his total a ge, maki ng him two-hundred 

forty years old (Duhm, p . 256) . 

A further indication of Job's old a g e is the fact that 

in all likelihood Job's sons had already families of their own 

(1:4) . It should be remembered that in Pu triarchal times, 

when men lived to a great age, marriages did not occur at so 

early a period of life as they do now . Barnes (p . 306) makes 

a cogent argument for the age of Job: 
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In this book , also , though the age of Job is not 
mentioned , yet the uniform representation of him is that 
of a man of mature years; of l arge experience and extended 
observation; of one who had enjoyed high honor and wide 
reputation as a sage and a magis t rate ; and when these 
circumstances are taken i nto the acc ount , the supposition 
of the translators of the Septuagint , that he was seventy 
years old when his afflictions commenced, is not i mprobable, 
The a ge to which he lived is mentioned as remarkable , and 
was evidently somewhat extr a ord i nary . 

Barnes then g oes on to observe that the length of human 

life after the flood suffered a somewhat reg ular decline until , 

i n the time of Moses , it was fixed at a b out threescore years 

and ten (Ps . 90:10) . He g ives instances which show the regu­

larity of decline , and enable us, with some degree of probabil­

ity, t o de~ermi ne the period of the worl in wh ich Job lived . 

Noah lived 950 years; Shem , his son, 600; Arphaxad , his son , 

438 years ; Salah, 433 years; Eber 464 ; Peleg , 239 ; Re n , 239; 

Serug , 230 ; Nahor , 248; Terah, 205; Abraham , 175; Isaac, 180; 

Jacob, 147; Joseph, 110; Mos es 120; Joshuah, 110 . If it is 

t he refore supposed that the age of Job was somewhat unusual 

and extraordinary , it would fall in with t h e period somewhere 

i n the time b etween 'l'erah and Jacob; and if so, he wa s 

probably contemporary with the most distinguished of t he 

Patriarch s . 

His Resultant Joy 

Job saw his son s and his sons' sons , eve n four g enera-

tions . 
,J '7.:) l 
c:;- . , - : ins tead of \J 1 __ ) _l " t he K're exhibits the 
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77/ , _l __ ----i_ ') _' unusual form _ 1_ le~~ 1 _ 1_, which Lange prefers on account of 

its fuller musical tone (L .Sam . 17:42; .c.;z . 18: 14-) (p . 361), 

,) 7 :) 1 but Kautzsch seems to prefer the K'tib ~, -- for the full 

forms (without the apoc ope of the Tl ·: ) not infrequently 

occur after waw consecutive , especially in the first person 

i n the later book s but n ever in the Pentateuch; also in the 

third person as here .a.iJ.d_ i n Ex . , 18 :28 (Kautzsch-Cowley, p . 

211 , par . 75t). The longer form i7 H 7 ~ l probably merely 

indicates that there was an awareness among the scribes that 

in popular language frequently the unshortened imperfect occurs 

after the J_ consecutive (Duhrn, p . 206). 

1 )T, I Job was privileged to see ~--1-

has simply the general sense of descendents: this is 

demanded by the Jl'i'-f-;y Tl~..l~~ --four generations (cf . Gen. 

50 : 23; II. Kings 10:30; Ps . 128 : 6) . Job saw his g~nd- children 

and great-grandchildren . According to the Hebrew inclusive 

practice of reckoning , it may be understood that his own genera­

tion is included, o therwise one would be justified to insert 

after I'~.:} the conjectured DJ~~ Jl??: ! --and their children 

(Peters, p. 501) . 

To see one's posterity advancing in years and honor 

and extending themselves in the earth , was regarded as a sig ­

nal ho~or and a proof of divine favore in the early ages . 

Gen . 48 : 11; Ps . 128:6; 127: 5 ; Gen. 12 : 2; 17 : 5 - 7, Job 5:25 

and Pro1,11 . 17 : 6, 11 Children' s children are the crown of old men . " 



His Rich Life 

Vs . 17: And Job died, be ing old and satisfied with with days . 

The accounts of the Patriarchs, Abraham (Gen . 25:8); 

Isaac (Gen . 35 : 29 , where the exact phrase ''old and full of 

days" occurs); and JoseJ)h (Gen. 21 : 23, 26) , close in the same 

fashion. This style of a nc ient Israe l, which is recognized 

everywhere in the book , is retained to t he last words . The 

b )tJ, 
phrase . T l l?j is analogous to the Accadian 

balatu ischtenibbi-- ''he was satisf ied with life. ii Exorcist 

formulas for sicknesses close often with bel ata lu uschbi--

"may I be satiated with life 11 (Peters, p . 502). y _)_ 0 
- T 

means 11 sati s fied, satiated" and is used metaphorically both 

in a good sense , to abound i n anything (Deut . 32:23) and i n 

a bad sense, a b ounding in troubles (Job 14 : 1, 10:15) with 

the additiona l idea o f wear iness (Gen . 35 : 24 and here) 

(Gesenius, p . 783) . I n the case of Job i t no doubt has 

reference to both the good sense and the bad sense . The 

two need no t exclude each other . 

Job more t han filled up the ordinary t e rms of human 

life at that period of the world. He reached an honored old 

a ge and when he died was not prematurely cut down . Long life 

is a g ift from God, but neither h is g reatest nor final gift . 

In his misery Job had prayed for death; in his renewed pos­

terity , life is a boon . The Old Testament blessedness of a 

long life is enlarged i n the New Testament and appears as the 
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gift of eternal life--man's greatest blessing . 

The Alexandrain version pre s ents after verse 17 a 
V 

long adiition that Job belongs to those who shall be resurrec ­

ted by God ; a combination of 19:25f and Dan . 12 : 2 (Ez . 14:4ff) . 

Then follow several genealog ical and historical details about 

the person of Job from the Arama i c Midrash, which were com­

piled with a good deal of confusion and recklessness and are 

compl etely worthl ess . Accordingly even Or i gen and Jerome 

rejected it (Lange, p . 632). 



CONCLUSION 

The epilogue to the book shows J ob broubnt ~ely 

through all his trials; evidencing t hat after all his friends 

had said and he had said and suffered, he wa s a 6 ood man . 

There was the divin e interpretation i n his favor at the close 

of the controversy, the d ivine approbation of his general 

character and the divine goodness shown him i n the removal of 

his calamities, i n his restoration to heal th , in the bes tow­

ment on him of doub le his former posse ss ions, and in the 

leng thening out his days to an honorable old a g e. In his 

latter days his friends come a round to chee him i n his declin­

in6 years and make him honored in the earth. 

A New Testament writer would have closed the book in 

some other way than with the recital of an abundant temporal 

recompensation , for it is certainly true that the New Testa­

ment rega rds the recompense of affliction and sore t r ibulation s 

as belong ing to the hereafter, a nd always points to those who 

suffer for Christ and the g ospel to a future reward in heaven 

( Mt . 5 :3, 10-12; 19:29; Mk . 10:29-30; Rev. 7:14) . But it 

would by a one-sided inference from the conclusion of the 

book to regard it as a ministering to an external, temporal 

theory of retribution. That Job, after enduring to the end 

a trial of suffering of inexpressible severity should be 

rewarded with prosperity i n this life and receive full 



3'2-
vindication , is first of all consonant with the spirit of the 

Old Testament people of God . In the next place , his conclu­

sion harmonizes with the Old Testament sta 0 e of progressive 

revelation, in which the future life was but a mere shadow . 

Israel was promised earthly r ewards; the Church anticipates 

heavenly recompense . 

This close of the narrative has nothing to say of 

what took place in the hereafter after Job 's arrival there , 

as was the case i n ch . 2 when the reader wa s permitted a 

gl i mpse of the celestial real ms . Ne ither i s there any 

prophet ic description of Job's entrance into the communion 

of the blessed . Rather , in natural freshness h is restored 

earthly prosperity is pictured and purposely the wishes and 

hopes which Job had fr equently u ttered (ch . 17, 19) for 

vindication from God in the future l i fe are eclipsed by the 

splendor of that which in part he enjoyed here on earth. 

The question why Job had to suffer is never answered 

to h im, and yet the conclusion is fitting . Without it t he 

heart's need of the Old Testament be lievers would have found 

no true satisfaction. Limited to the anticipatory and typical 

faith of the Old Testament , they would not have been able 

to derive from the book true comfort and consolation . But 

God i n His grace gave us this earliest of all biblical 

writings to answer one of man ' s most perpl exing questions : 

Why must man suffer? and to demonstrate that unconditional 
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submission to God ' s holy will and child-like resignation to 

the heavenly Father a l one bring true and lasting happiness . 
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