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out of the country where they dwell, but they shall not enter the land of
Israel. Then you will know that | am the Lord.

The percentage of the redeemed:

The prophet Zechariah implies that during the tribulation one-third of all Israel will
be saved—a much larger percentage of Israel than is presently true. In the final
moments of the tribulation, as Christ slowly descends (Rev. 19:11 ), Israel will see
their Messiah, observe the stigmata (the nail prints in His hands and feet), and
repent of their sins (Zech. 12:1 0).

This godly nucleus of Jews will enter the kingdom without seeing death (Rom.
11:26). They will inherit the Promised Land and enjoy the blessings of the New
Covenant (Jer. 31). '

Das Tote Meer vom Olberge aus.

Piew eastioard from the M. of Glives, with the wilderness of Jubea,

the Bead Sea and the Mountaing of Moab

-169-

~




JEWS FROM JERUSALENM — = _ ™
ESCAPE TO AMYON, MOAB, AND EDOM |
I THE MIDDLE OF THE TRIBULATION

WS 24:15-22; REV. 12:13-16, IS, 63:1-4
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PETRA: REFVUGE IN THE ROCKS

17th-century engraving of the Deir, an isolated buiiding on a lofty eminence northwest of
the valley of Petra, facing Mount Hor (New York Public Library)
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g pért of their worship they offered human sacrifices. Close by,
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PETRA AND THE BIBLE

P etra is the Greek word for "rock."” In the heart of Mount Seir, halfway between the Dead Sea and the Gulf of
Agaba, there is a valley surrounded on all sides by very steep rocky cliffs, with a few narrow gorges leading
inside. In this valley, the city of Petra was built. Its Biblical name was Sela. The earliest inhabitants of this area

were the Horites, or Hurrians. Later, Esau, the brother of Jacob, settled in the territory south of the Dead Sea, and his

descendants, the Edomites, gradually replaced the Hurrians. The Edomites lived here when Israel came from Egypt

during the Exodus, about 1445 BC.

About 400 BC, the Edomites were driven out by the Arabian Nabataeans. These people
made Petra their capital and controlled the most important trade routes between the East
and the West. Caravans passing throygh this territory had to pay taxes to the
Nabataeans, who in this way became very wealthy enabling them to build beautiful
palaces, temples, theatres, and tombs hewn out of solid rock in their capital city.

&8 In later centuries, caravans followed other routes between
M the Orient and Europe. Traffic through Nabataean territory dried up, Petra became
. deserted and forgotten, and for centuries it was a legendary city. All the references in
¥ Scripture were considered by higher critics to be figments of the imagination. They
- claimed the non-existence of Petra as proof for the unreliability of Scripture.

" In the year 1812, the Swiss explorer Johann Burckhardt,
disguised as an Arabian sheik, discovered the lost city. When he published his report, it
seemed almost unbelievable that such a picturesque place could have existed just 161
kilometres south of Jerusalem without being known.

Because of the unstable Middle Eastern political situation, visits to Petra were made
virtually impossible, and only in recent years has this ancient city become readily
accessible to tourists. Obadiah describes the lofty places of Petra and the confidence of its
inhabitants. However, Jeremiah predicted that the city would lose its power and become
uninhabited (Cbadiah 3-4; Jeremiah 49:16-18).

Why did God predict the demise of the inhabitants of Petra?
For the answer, pne must look into the rituals and practices
of these pgop!-g._,»’]’be main place of worship, the Jabe/-Aibb’
Atuf, is the bést—preserved high place in all the Bible lands.
The object of worship here was not God, but the sun. And as

two obelisks may be seen which were probably sun pillars of

fertility.

?éf It was because of these and other abominable practices that God instructed Israel on the
? entry into Canaan after the Exodus, to destroy the high places of the heathen . Because
of the pagan vices and immoral rites practiced there, the finger of prophecy forecast the

downfall and entire destruction of cities like Petra (Read Joel 3:19 and Ezekie! 35:3-9).

Standing on Petra's high place with the colorful ruins of the city below, you can hear the
- voice of its desolate silence declaring that God's prophetic Word never fails!

Check out this website for a Petra documentary:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JXcF2AAkGVo
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