








































































































































































































































































































































































































131

- .'l} ‘ " A
DI | L
T 0 2 ¥§§§§S§F

3 MULE B ’ . Sh r
£ g -T= Sk
< B ER0EE / N3 i e
3 , et/ G- ”m ’. ]
BN fe= =
CA(EE ey e Mg
E [ B » J : : ol oy 0
7 A a q Lh -~ - .,,“" L o
ASE ! R i %‘Tﬁ%\ :\.‘
3 = 4 | ! <
> = [
; tﬁ N 5 il
3 : N P "
;sw@V:i
¢ -1 T |
3 - = il 'l -~
N E =
5193::
AU I ‘.
=g >~
S, DY N~ Q! ’—ll
T . it

\ 2 l( ¢ - | " ‘~ il 3111101



John is shown the descending heavenly Jerusalem, the eternal
home of the church, adorned as a beautiful bride,

Sofhanneg crblidt dag newe Jerujalen,

Offenbarung Sohannis,  Kap. 21, Vers 17

cel
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AbGerrational Approaches to Prophetic Interpretation

1. Individuals who ignore prophecy:
a. Occasioned by denominational latitude
b. Prompted by personal indifference

2. Persons who major on prophecy:
a. They exclusively deal with prophecy
b. They ignore the historical, doctrinal and practical passages

3. Sensationalists:
a. They progressively use a sensationalistic approach to prophecy
b. They manifest an unbridled desire to gain prophetic converts

4. Spiritualizers:
a. An inconsistent approach to fulfilled and unfulfilled prophecy

b. A twisting of the Scriptures to make them comply with one’s prejudices

5. Alarmists:

a. A negative approach to current world trends
b. An overlooking of the positive aspects of God’s sovereign working

6. Newspaper exegesis:
a. The use of newspaper headlines to buttress prophetic positions

b. The superimposing of current events on the Bible

7. Latter day prophets and predictors:
a. A persuasion that the gift of prophecy is still for today
b. A communication of special personal revelations

8. Antagonist of premillennialism and pretribulationism
a. Individuals with a theological agenda to rob believers of the blessed hope
b. Individuals who are vitriolic in their denunciation of a literal millennium

9. Ignorant expositors:
a. They are poorly trained in the area of eschatology
b. They lack personal incentive to delve into prophetic studies

10. Individuals who change their position on prophetic events
a. They change positions despite lack of scriptural evidence
b. They turn against their formerly-held prophetic views

11. Date setters:
a. These individuals think they can predict specific events such as the rapture

b. These individuals speculate despite the clear prohibitions of Scripture

12. Prophetic agnostics:
a. Individuals who are uncertain of the meaning of prophecy
b. Individuals who reject the idea that much of biblical prophecy can be clearly
understood (panmillennialism: “it will pan out one way or the other”) MKOBER
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The Certainty of Scriptural Statements ggg §§
EERES

ALL SCRIPTURE IS TRUE BUT NOT ALL SCRIPTURE

[S CLEAR OR PLAIN
2. PET. 3:15-16
15 And account that the long-
suffering of our Lord is salvation;
even as ourd!;;loved Eéothexj gaul
i 1 also according to the wisdom
The Meun'“g IS given unto him hath written unto
you;
16 As also in all his epistles,
spealljling inthem oﬁse htt;];'%gs 3
= i in which are some things to
Indicated dogmatlc be understood, which they that
areunlearned and unstable wrest,
i At death the believer is immediately in the :iriezn%gtﬁ:g%ggguﬁi_
~ presence of the Lord (2 Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:23) ? :
Implied definite

At death the believer is carried by an angel into
the presence of God (Lk. 16:22)

Inferred debatable

Angels protect the bodies of dead believers, as they did
| with the body of Moses (Jude 9)

Indefinite doubtful

] Dead individuals return to life and tell of out-of-body
| experiences or visits to heaven (cf. Paul, 2 Cor. 12:2-4)

i
{

Invented dreadful

The idea of purgatory: The dead must be purged of their sins
before entering heaven or paradise. The truth: The Savior is our
purgatory, seeing that on the cross “He had by himself purged
our sins” (Heb. 1:3b)




230 The Church and the Life of Discipleship

‘ than the Christ of St Paul. The Christ who is present is the

Christ of the whole scripture. He is the incarnate, crucified,

Th C f risen and glorified Christ, and he meets us in his word. The

e Losto difference between the terminology of the Synoptists and the

D1sc1plesh1p witness of St Paul does not involve any break in the unity of

the scriptural testimony.'

S . Where the Synoptic Gospels speak of Christ calling men
Sigetich S o fer and their follow}i/ng him, St Paul speaks of Baptism. :

Baptism is not an offer made by man to God, but an offer

1. The direct testimony of the scriptures is frequently confounded with
ontological propositions. This error is the essence of fanaticism in all its
forms. For example, if we take the statement that Christ is risen and present
as an ontological proposition, it inevitably dissolves the unity of the scrip-
tures, for it leads us to speak of a mode of Christ’s presence which is
different e.g. from that of the synoptic Jesus. The truth that Jesus Christ is
risen and present to us is then taken as an independent statement with an
ontological significance which can be applied critically to other ontological
statements, and it is thus exalted into a theological principle. This procedure
is analogous to the fanatical doctrine of perfectionism, which arises from a
similar ontological misunderstanding of the scriptural utterances on the
subject of sanctification. In this instance the assertion that he who is in God
does not sin is made a starting-point for further speculation. But this is to
tear it from its scriptural context and raise it to the status of an independent
truth which can be experienced. The proclamation of the scriptural testi-
mony is of quite a different character. The assertion that Christ is risen and
present is, when taken strictly as a testimony given in the scriptures, true
only as a word of the scriptures. This word is the object of our faith. There
is no other conceivable way of approach to this truth except through this
word. But this word testifies to the presence of both the Synoptic and the
Pauline Christ. Our nearness to the one or to the other is defined solely by
the Word, i.e., by the scriptural testimony. Of course this is not to deny the
obvious fact that the Pauline testimony and that of the Synoptists differ in
respect both of their object and their terminology, but both have to be
| interpreted in the light of the scriptures as a whole.

This conclusion is not merely a piece of a priori knowledge based on a
rigid doctrine of the canon of scripture. The legitimacy of our view must be
Dietrich Bonhoeffer put to the test in every instance. Thus in the ensuing argument, our purpose

is to show how St Paul takes up the Synoptic notion of following Christ

and subjects it to further development.

Eric Metaxas’ book, Bonhoeffer — Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy supposedly (as advertised) “presents a
profoundly orthodox Christian theologian.” How could the biographer have missed Bonhoeffer’s denial
‘ of a literal, physical resurrection of Christ?-He calls the resurrection account not an ontological
proposition, meaning, it never actually happened. To take it literally, as every Christian does, is the
“essence of fanaticism.” Bonhoeffer also denied the virgin birth of Christ and the inerrancy of the
Scriptures. One must applaud his patriotism but theologically he was a liberal neo-orthodox theologian.
He advocated a “religionless Christianity” and said that we should live as if God did not exist.
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