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1 2/1 2I21 ' 4:05 PM　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　"Wha=s uItra-dispensatio=aiism?’一- P「inte「 Friendly

●

forms of uItra-dispensatjona=sm is the belief that Paul p「eached a diffe「ent gospeI from what the othe「

apostIes taught〃 Other false doct「jnes common in some forms of ult「a-dispensationaIism incIude soul

SIeep and annihiIationism" StiII others procIaim a bra=d of universaIism that grants salvatjon even to

Satan himseIf. Without a doubt’Whatever name ult「a-dispensationa=sm goes by, it is a dangerous

erro「 that aimost always leads to other, eVen WOrSe errOrS.

H・ A. l「onside’a StrOng dispensationaIjst himseif’WrOte a g∞d booklet outlining some of the dangers

Of ultra-dispensationalism. in it he says that he has “no hesitancy in saying that [ult「a-

dispensationaIism’s] fruits are evi=t has p「oduced a tremendous c「op of heresies th「oughout the

iength and breadth of this and other lands; it has divided Christians and w「ecked churohes and

assembiies without numbe「; it has冊ed up its vo庇両es in inte=ectuaI and sp輔ual pride to an appa冊ng

extent・ SO that they Iook w軸SuPreme COntemPt uPOn C冊stians who do not a∞ePt their peculiar

Views; and in most jnstances where it has been Iong toierated言t has abso看utely th「ottIed GospeI effort

at home and sown disco「d on missionary fieIds abroad. So true are these things ofthis system that l

have no hesitancy in saying it is an absolutely Satanic perversion of the truth” (Wわngly Divi擁)g the

M/bId of 771/t布Chapter l , Loizeaux Brothe「s, 1938).

◎ Copyright 2002-2021 Got Questions Minis師es, A= 「ights reserved。
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●

●
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Distinctive Teachings Of Ultra-Dispensationalism

Emest Picke細ing

Dean, Central Conservative Baptist Seminary, Minneapolis

Copy「ight 1961 ReIigion Anaiysis Service

902 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapo=s 3, Minnesota

The ′’Grace Movement’’, mOre COmmOnly known to outsiders as ′′ultra-dispensationa=sm,’’

has one of its chiefcenters in the M=waukee BibIe Co=ege (recently moved to another iocation)

and has its organizational expression in the ’′Grace Gospe圧e=owship.’’The American segment

Ofthe movement was fostered underthe ministry ofJ. C. O’Hai「, for manyyears the pastor of

an undenominational church in Chicago. Sjnce the death ofO’Hair the Ieadership has passed to

su⊂h men as Charles Baker and CorneIiusStam.

1t should be noted from the outset that the p「oponents ofwhat is known as ′′uItra-

dispensationalism’’

●

●

●

霊判餐卑生専擁諦斧雷〔楊需年碕

a「e thoroughIy sound in their views of most ofthe majo「 doctrines ofScripture such as the

inspiration ofthe BibIe, the person of Christ, Hi§ atOning work, SaIvation by grace, and the

PerSOn and work ofthe HoIy Spirit. They have repudiated modem IiberaIism and neo-Orthodoxy

as we= as the teachings ofthe faIse cuIts. it is chiefiy in the area of eccIesioiogy, the doctrine of

the church, Where their er「ors appear, and these errors have such an impact upon the teaching

and practice ofthe New Testament faith that careful attention must be given to them.

Within the compass ofa short article is it manifestIy impossible to discuss in detail the finer

POints of a= that is held by the uItra-dispensationaIists. Their case is stated within the pages of

one volume which gathers togetherthe principai tenets ofthe movement, the book being

entitIed, 7柄igs 7伽でD解r, by Comelius Stam. A large numbe「 oftracts, books, and bookiets

are aIso pub=shed bythe group in addition to the work aiready cited.

丁here are four orfive major points which distinguish the teachings ofthe

uItradispensationaIists from those ofthe more common brand of dispensationaIism as

represented popula「ly in the Scofieid BibIe・ it is with these crucial points that this article deaIs.

i. That The Great Commission Of Matthew 28 Is Not ForThis Age Of Grace

At this point there is often an effort to identify their position with the teaching ofwelト

known dispensationalists such as A. C. GaebeIein,」. N. Darby, and W冊am Petting川・ These men,

howeve「, did not arrive at the same conclusions at a= as do the ultradispensationalists.

Essentia=ythe cIaim is made: (1) thatthe commission ofMatthew 28 (and the other

gospels) is merely an expansion ofthe one re⊂Orded in Matthew lO and is therefore Iimited to

Israel, (2) that since miraculous powers accompanied the commission it was therefore reIated

to the」ewish church and notto the church which is His body, and (3) that since Peter offered
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the kingdom to Is「aeI after Pentecost (Acts 3川e was st帥operating in obedience to the Great

Commission of Matthew 28′ COnfining his ministrY tO IsraeI and yet in ignorance ofthe higher

PrOgram Of God as represented in the Body of Ch「ist. In commenting on the G「eat Commission

Stam writes:

To assume that our Lord now sends these apostIes to procIaim ′the gospeI ofthe grace

Of God′ is who=y unwarranted. In fact′ ′the gospeI ofthe grace of God当s not preached

nor even mentioned untiI Pau=s raiIed up and sentforth to declare it‥. (CorneIius Stam,

771ings 77事Ot D心胆左P 181).

To use their own Ianguage, the p「opagators ofthis view have assumed that the presence of

accompanying miracIes in the early stages of apostoIic obedience to the G「eat Commission

COnfines the ministry ofthe apostles to IsraeI. However′ miracies we「e even worked by Paul,

the exponent ofso-Ca=ed ′′body truth’’(Cf. 2 Cor. 12:12). The mi「acies simply validated the

PreaChing ofthe apostle§・ Nor does the ′’legalism’’of Matthew 28:19-20 (whateverthat may

mean) and the baptismai regeneration supposedIy found in Mark’s account detract one iota

from the force ofthis last command of Chrjst. The detaiIs ofthe gospel ofgrace are not found in

the Great Commission for it was not a theoiogicaI t「eatise but a stir「ing ca= to action. This does

not mean, however, that it was a c訓to minister something otherthan the gospel ofgrace. The

aposties understood grace more fuily fo=owing the descent ofthe HoIv Spirit at Pentecost, but

the basic eIements ofthe church’s task are found in Christ’s command tc evangeIize (′’make

鐙!嶋か生駒rl濃「総統圧.祝

disciples’’), and instruct (′′baptizing‥・ teaChing’’)・ That this commission was to be obeyed

throughout the church age seems evident from the promise oftheしOrd that He wouId support

them in the ministry, ′′even unto (he end ofthe age.’’To suggest, furthermore, that saIvation in

any dispensation was ever dependent upon water baptism 〈as do ultradispensationalists〉 is to

undermine the do⊂trine of saivation by. grace, yet Stam writes, ′′it cannot be denied that from

」ohn the Baptist right through Pentecost wate「 baptism was stated to be a requirement for

Saivation〃 (C・ R. Stam, ′′The Lord’s supper,’’p. 13). God has aIways saved men by grace th「ough

faith in every dispensation though their understanding ofthe gospeI has not been the same in

every dispensation.

The passage in Mark 16:16 makes the crux ofsaIvation personaI faith in the Saviour, but

SuCh saving faith is outwardiy evidenced in obedience to Ch「ist, the first step ofwhich is

immersion in water according to His command, The d櫛cuIty in the Acts 2:38 reference

(decIa「ed by ultradispensationalists to teach baptismaI regeneration and therefo「e to apply to

the 」ewish and not the Pau冊e chur⊂h) can be resoIved by attending carefuIjy to the

POSSib冊ies oftransiation which wouId make it read, ′′... be baptized on account ofthe

remission ofsjns,…・’’They we「e to be baptized, nOt tO take awaytheir sins, but because their

Sins had been taken away.

1t may be conciuded, therefore, thatthe Great Commission cannot and should not be laid

aside by the fo=owers of」esus Christ, but constitutes the w用ofGod fo「 beIievers today.

=. That The Ministry OfThe Twelve Was Essentially D珊erent Than The

Ministry Of Paul
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The heart ofthe argument is this: the twelve discip】es, in obedience to the commission of

Matthew 28 which was restricted to israei, PrOCIaimed a message which urged the nation to

accept the Messiah so that He might return to earth to 「eign. Being unaware of God’s purpose

COnCeming the chu「ch, the body of Christ, they could not proclaim such a message and it

remained for PauI to be the vehicie ofthat reveIation. This being true, there a「e at least two

′′churches〃 represented on the pages of the New Testament, a ’′Messianic Church′’that was

gathered bythe mjnistry ofthe TweIve, and a ′′pauIine church’’that resulted from the ministry

Of PauI and his successors. The chu「ch predicted by Christ in Matthew 16:18 is not the church

described by Pau冊the bookof Ephesians and in other pIa⊂eS. it can thus be said, ′′lt is a

mistake, then, tO SuPPOSe that whereverwe read of ’the chu「ch,’the Body ofChrist is refer「ed

to, forthe word ′church’is an interdispensationaI word which may referto God’s peopIe in anv

age’’(C. R. Stam, Acts DispensationaIIy Considered, P. 117).

This supposed distinction is a figment of the imagination. When Pau圧ecounts his visit to

Peter at」erusaiem, he writes, ′’And I was sti= unknown by face unto the churches of」udea

Which were in Christ: but they onIy heard say, He that once persecuteth us now preach-eth the

faith ofwhich he once made havoc’’(Gai. 1:22-23). 1n otherwords, the same faith that Paui had

OnCe OPPOSed he now proclaimed. What faith was this? The same faith that Pete「 and the other

apostles preached. Paul did not distinguish between himseIf and the other aposties. On

numerous occasions he numbers himseifamongthem (i Co「. 4:9川Cor. 11:5川Cor. 12:11). The

CIaim of ultra-dispensationaIists thattwo kinds ofgospei are mentioned in Galatians 2:7, 19 is

false and ′unsuppo舶ble. The “gospeI ofthe circumcision〃 and the ’.gospel

C擁Q4:4(W両e「 1961〉 p. 4之

Ofthe uncircumcjsion’’are phrases having reference to the 「ecipients ofthe gospel, nOt tO its

COntentS. There wai nOt One gOSPel forthe 」ew, and another for the GentiIe. it was the same

gospei to 」ew and Gentile, from Peter and from Paul.

The conmmission under which the TweIve operated was a commission to preach
′′repentance and 「emission ofsins... in his name among a= nations’’(しuke 24:17). What did PauI

PreaCh? He decIares that he preached ′′repentance toward God and faith toward ourしOrd 」esus

Christ’’(Acts 20:21〉. What, then言S the d碓erence between the message ofthe TweIve and the

message of PauI? None whatsoeve「.

Upon the basis ofthis distinction between the minist「ies ofthe TweIve and of PauI the

′′Bereans’’(as they are sometimes c訓ed) reject water baptism forthe ′′pauline〃 church in this

age. Water baptism was part ofthe commission to the Twelve, they sav, WaS required for

Saivation under the message the TweIve preached, and was appIicable onIy to the ′′Messianic

Church’’which flourished between the time of Christ’s ascension and the beginning of Paui’s

minjstry. Water baptjsm, therefore, is an ′’old Testament ordinance’’and is not a part ofthe

message of g「ace.

It is heId thatwater baptism was a sign ofthe Davidjc Covenant and thatthis isthe reason

Why」ohn the Baptist came baptizing in water・ Scripture proofforthis contention is absent

(note: they use 」ohn l:31, fa帖ng to distinguish between 」ohn’s baptism and that ofthe

apostles). The onIy baptism that is important today is what Charles Baker ca=5, “「eaI baptism.’’
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Water baptism is reIegated to a position of ′′rituaI baptism’’(⊂f. CharIes Baker, Re。/ B。p拒m, PP.

3-4).

The Iogica圧esuIt ofthe premises of uItradispensationaIism wou!d be that Paul did not

baptize wjth water・ The embarrassment to their position is that he did and piainIy says so in l

Corinthians l:14-16. Ifwater baptism had no reiationship to the “PauIine’’gospel ofgrace, then

Why did the great exponent ofgrace baptize? lfthe baptism of」ohn the Baptist and the baptism

Ofthe aposties were the same, Why did Pau=nstruct the beiievers at Ephesus to be baptized

〈Acts 19:1-5)? The uItra-dispensationaIists feel obIiged to apoIogize for Paul at this point saying

that he was gradua=y emerging from the older economy. PauI′ however′ makes no apoIogyfor

his administration ofbaptism. Bywhat authoritydid he baptize at alI -his own orthat ofthe

しord’s Great Commission? lf he baptized on his own authority, he was djsobedient indeed. If he

baptized upon the authority ofthe Great Commission, then he was ministering in obedience to

the Great Commission and was not the unique exponent of a ’‘gospei ofgrace〃 which excludes

Water baptism. The fact is evident that PauI baptized because Christ commanded His apostIes

to baptize their converts, and Paul was a bona-fide and obedient apostle.

iII. That The Day Of Pentecost Was Not The Inauguration Of The Church

Age

The「e is some disagreement among ultradispensationaIists regarding the exact time of the

inauguration ofthe church age. Some hoId that it began with the conversion ofSauしOthers in

eitherActs 13, Or 18, and st紺others that it did not begin untiI afterthe ciose ofthe book of

Acts. These Iatter are the more extreme among the group. Al! agree, however, thatthe church

did not begjn on the day of Pentecost described in Acts 2 (cf. 」. C. O’Hair, The UnsearchabIe

Riches of Christ, PP. 214-221).

There are two orthree principaI arguments in support oftheir view. First, they maintain

that since miracuIous

C合nQ 4:4 〈W証er 1961) p. 43

Signs were evident at Pentecost, the events had nothing to do with the Body of Christ since

SuCh signs were nota part ofGod’s program for ′′the Body.’’To say the ieastthis is a rather

arbitrary assumption. Because God is not manifesting HimseIf in direct miracles today does not

mean that He couid never do so in connection with His program forthe church. Thefact must’′

not be forgotten that ’′signs and wonders’’were attestations of the message of grace (Cf. Heb.

2:3-4; 2 Cor. 12:12). The dispensation of law was ushered in with Mosaic miracIes. The

dispensation of grace received its jnauguration with apostoIi⊂ mi「acIes. There is nothing

incongruous about this.

Second, Sjnce Peter quoted 」oeしan Old Testament prophet. and applied his prophecyto the

happe両ngs at Pentecost, and since Pentecost itself was a 」ewish feast day,

uItradispensationaIists-COntend that this could not have been the ′′birthday of the church.’’

However, it shouid be remembered that the Lord’s Supper Was estabIished during the 」ewish

feast ofthe Passover and a= but the most extreme uitradispensationalists observe that. The

factthat important events ofthe church occurred on Jewish holy days does not in anyway

inva=date them as beIonging to the dispensation ofgrace. The typoIogy ofthe 」ewish Pentecost
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WaS beautifu=y fuI制ed in the descent ofthe Spirit and the inauguration ofGod’s new work. As

for Peteイs quotation of」oel, it is misunderstanding ofthe intent of Peter which is at the 「oot of

the ult「adispensationai er「or. Peter did not say that訓the things 」oeI prophesied came to pass

at Pentecost. Obviously they did not. Peter simply said that the 」ews ought notto be surp「ised

at the manifestation ofthe power ofthe Hoiy Spirit sjnce the Old Testament prophet predicted

that the Spirit wouid come upon the nation ls「ae=n a future time. Pentecost was not the

ful細ment ofthat prediction. It is yet awaited when God tums again to deaI with IsraeI.

The fact that ultradispensationalists do not recognize the ministry of the Twelve as identicaI

With that of PauI, COuPled with the factthatthey beIieve Paui to have been the exclusive

recipient of ′′body truth,’’leads them to accept only the PauIine epistles as expressions ofthe

w紺of God forthe church today. Baker declares that ′′pauI’s epistIes contain the specific

instructions for believers today’’(C. F. Baker, βib/e 7向的, P. 18〉. This leaves them with a

COnSiderable group of apostoiic letters in which is found truth that is not germane to the chu「ch

Of」esus Christ. To so curtaiI the message ofGod to His people is a serious error indeed.

IV. That The Truth Of The Mystery Of The Body Of Christ Was Unknown

Untii ReveaIed To Paul

’′Many ′mysteries’a「e to be found in the Scriptures, but one stands out preeminently as

′The Mystery’, the great body oftruth committed by revelation to the ApostIe Paul〃 (C. R. Stam,

Things That D肺er, P. 56). This is the ′′chiefgem in the diadem ofthe truth ofChristianity, that

truth which was so unspeakabiy precious to the apostIe ofthe Gentiies …’’(」. C. O’Hair, ′′The

Lost Precious Gem,’’p. 16).

That Paui was not an excIusive recipient ofthe truth conceming the body of Christ is shown

by a careful study ofthe New Testament・ One ofthe major passages upon’’which the

uitradispensationalist; reIy is Ephesians 3:5. To them the passage states that no one before Paui

knew anything about the mystery ofthe body of Christ. This is just what the passage does not

say. paui pIainiy writes that this mystery has ‘′now been revealed unto his hoIy apostIes and

PrOPhets by the Spirit.’’Not to one ′′apostie,’’paul,

鍵件Q4:4 (W両e「王9白王〉 p. 44

but to many ′’apostles,’’pauI and othe「s.

To saythat ′′chu「ch truth’’was never revealed before Pau=s to deny the pIaces in Scripture

where the Lord Himselftaught such truth. The parabIes of Matthew 13 present in panoramic

form the program ofGod forthis present age. The Upper Room Discou「se (」ohn 13-17) is most

certainiy app=cabie to the church. WhiIe dealing with the dispensationaI significance of」ohn’s

writings, Scam is striving so hard to prove that」ohn’s Gospe=s not fo「the church but for the

′′circumcjston sajnts,’’that he compIetely overlooks the contradictions to his own argument

found in the book which he i§ eXamining, 〈cf. C. R. Stam, ′′77]e D応penso亡ioo/ Position q在he

肋でings qfjohn’’). The blessed position ofthe saints in Christ, the access in prayer, the ministry

Ofthe HoIY Spirit, the rapture ofthe chu「ch一別and more a「e taught in the Upper Room

Discourse.

in Matthew 16:18 the Lord predicts the estabIishment of His chu「ch. Ce巾iniy the

Prediction unveiIed the truth that there was to be a church′ and ultradispensationa=sts have
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failed to prove thatthe church which Christ predicted was not the church which was

estabIished on the day of Pentecost. The church which He wouid bu胴would have perpetuity-

’’the gates of heiI sh訓not prevaii against it.’’Yet the ′′Messianic church’’ofthe

uItradispensationaIists has Iong since disappeared, aCCOrding to their teaching.

The major premises of uItradispensationaIism are unsupportabIe by a study of Scriptu「e.

The Great Commission is s剖Christ’s command to His fo=owers. The gospeI preached by Peter

WaS the same gospel preached by PauI. The day of Pentecost was the beginning of God’s new

PrOgram-the church. The truth con⊂erning the esta帥shment of the church, and the teaching

COnCerning its spirituaI characteristics was given Iong before Paul came upon the scene. The

denial ofthese truths, and the resultant deductions made from such deniaIs, greatiy obscures

the true dispensational character of Scripture, and causes great d櫛cuIty in the understanding

Of the program ofGod.
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重.　Correctness in doctrine

●

●

Titus l:9 hoIdingfast the faithfuI word as he has been taught, that

he may be abIe, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.

Titus 2:1 But as foryou, SPeak the things which are prope「 for sound doctrine:

2.　CompIeteness o雪message

Acts 20:27-28 For I have not shunned to decla「e to you the whole counsei ofGod. 28Therefore take heed

to yourselves and to a= the flock′ amOng Which the Holy Spirit has made you oversee「s, tO

Shepherd the church ofGodwhich He purchased with His own blood.

2 Tim. 2:2 And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, COmmit these to faithfui

men who w川be abIe to teach others aIso.

3.　Caution Against Error

2 Tim. 4:10′ 14 For Demas has forsaken me′ having ioved this present worId, and has departed for

Thessalonica鵜C「escens for Galatia′ Titus for Daimatia. ‥ Aiexander the coppe「smith did me

much ha「m. May the Lo「d 「epay him accordingto his works.

」ude 3 Beioved′ While l was very d掴gent to write to you concerning our common salvation, l found it

necessa「y to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestiy for the faith which was once for a=

delivered to the saints.

Rom. 16:17 Now I urgeyou′ brethren′ nOte those who cause divisions and offenses, COntrary tO the

doctrinewhich you ieamed, and avoid them.

4.　Concem登or the lost

2 Cor・ 5:11a Knowing, therefore, the terror ofthe Lord, We PerSuade men. CONC駅N

2 Co「. 5:14 Forthe love ofCh「ist constraineth us. ‥COMPASSION

Mt. 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples ofa= the nations, baptizingthem in the name ofthe Father

and ofthe Son and ofthe HoIy Spirit. COMMANDMENT

82
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5.　Congregation in charge

Acts 6:与a And the saying pieased the whoIe multitude.

Acts 15:22a Then it pIeased the apostles and eIders, With the whoIe church, tO Send chosen men oftheir

OWn COmPany tO Antioch with Paul and Barnabas, nOme朽」udas who was also named

Barsabas, and Siias, leading men amongthe brethren.

e.　Commitmen章to separation登rom disobedient believers and

apostates

Rom. 16:17 Now l urge you, brethren, nOte those who cause divisions and offenses, COntrary tO the

doctrine which you Iearned, and avoid them.

2 」n. 9-11 Whoever transg「essesand does not abide in the doctrine ofChrist does not have God. He who

abides in the doctrine ofCh「ist has both the Father and the Son. 101fanyone comes to you and

does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into you「 house norgreet him; 11for he who

greets him shares in his eviI deeds.

2 Thess. 3:6 Butwe command you, brethren, in the name ofourしOrd 」esus Christ, that you withdraw

from every brothe「 who waIks disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received

from us

2 Thess 3:14.And ifanyonedoes notobeyou「word in this epistIe, nOtethat pe「son and do not keep

COmPanyWjth him, that he may be ashamed.

7.　Circumspection in music

Psa. 33:2-3　　Praise the Lord with the harp;

Make meiodyto Him with an instrument often strings.
3singto Him a newsong;

Play sk冊u=y with a shout ofjoy.

CoI. 3:16しet the word ofChrist dwe旧n you richiy in a= wisdom, teaChing and admonishing one another

in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, SlngIng With grace in your hearts to the Lord.

Eph. 5:18-19 And do not bedrunkwith wine, in which isdissipation; but be細ed with the

Spirit′19speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spi「ituaI songs′ SlngIng and making

meIody in your hea「tto theしOrd,
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1. Unfo巾nately, the senio「 Saints

are　一-j「rifated

-- IgnO「ed

一一insulted

2. And yet, they
★ started the chu「Ch

★ supported the chu「Ch
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1.Personalappea「ancechanges 

tocasualness 

2.Musicove「POWe「Sthemessage 

3.Thewo「dsaremonotonously 

「epetitious 

Biblical music begins in the heart ofthe Spirit-COntrOlled believer. It exalts

血e Savior and edifies the saints (Eph. 5:18, Col・ 3‥16). Much ofcontemporary

music originates in the world and focuses on entertainment rather than

edi鯖cation (也us血e applause for血e musician). Sadly, its message is often in

direct corlflict with biblical tru血. Its Ioudness frequently drowns out any good

message血ere might be. Deafening drum beats are unat)le to cormunicate a

spiritunl message. The reverent drum beat I heard in血e churches of Benin’West

Africa, di熊汀ed totally from that ofthe witch doctor down at血e comer.

Regrettably, it is血e latter beat that is so frequently encountered in our churches.

Where is血e discemment in血e pulpit and in血e pew?

Spiritual music should teach and admonish (Col・ 3: 16). It should complement

血e preached Word; COntemPOrary muSic often contradicts the message. Does

your church e可oy biblical music.or does its music conform to血is world (Rom.

12:2)? Music is actualIy an aspect ofthe doctrine ofthe Holy Spirit and thus

calls for the believer’s discemment:

--it is prompted by血e Spirit and the new nature (Eph. 5:18; Col・ 3:16)

-一it is produced by血e Spirit, nOt血e evil world system (1 Jn. 2‥15; 5:19)

-・it provides ed沌cation for the saints. Much ofmodem music offends血em.

一一it promotes the glory ofGod, nOt the gratification ofmen (1 Cor. 10:31)
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