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重賞r.l’持す∴9▲ L▼ふれO章.

音盤詰悪霊隷書葦・ i黒革禁書豊繍晋霊器謹

輩萱輩輩轟輩襲箋襲

叢護憲議轟撥繋調d earnestness’and He will surely he種r yOu.

豊薬叢驚琵盤蒜莞需誤認謀
議認諾認諾蒜荒業霊誌憲法誌叢

to his a一・mB’Wa8hes. clothe3・ glorifies me’When I come tohim. Am I such a fool thae

I donotknock? Ye8, 8uch I an by na血e-職即what aL fool! OSpiritof God!

轟寵轟寵叢轟寵態轟

et2
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丁he Desを雪ny of Those Who D雪e in漢nfaney
by Myron J. Houghton, Ph・D., Th.D・

獲れt○○duc書雪on昌In thi§　PaPer an

attempt w皿be made to show what瓜e

Bible teaches about血e destiny of血ose

who die in infaney In order to accom-

plish血is purpose,血e major views on

血is subject w皿be presented followed by

an examination of血e biblical material.

The Major Views雪中互わts who dZe

訪ね垂れゥ′ α訪印青むd do枕ot goめ庇aγ一

e桝In Roman Ca血olic血eoIogy血ere is

no o飴cial dogma on the des血ry.of dead

皿baptized infints. Nevertheless, the

veight of tradition teaches血at血ey go to

a place called址nbo! Which is nei血er

heaven nor hell, a Place of natural happi-

ness but without full communion wi血

God. q LjMBO: U:NS財調ED QUES-

HONby George手Dyer (NY Sheed &

Ⅵrd, 1964) or劇VCYCLOPEDIA OF

THEOLOGY; edited by Karl Rahner (NY:

The Seabury Pre§§, 1975), PP. 850-85l.

雌n書s脇o die訪壬垂れヴ“nb印巌ed
m砂0γ mウ′’れOt gO相加a仰:軸心ough

血ere is no o競cial Lu血eran view con-

cerning血e fate of dead unbaptized

infants,血e fouowing informa.tion is rel-

evant: (1) infints are bom in orig証al sin;

(2) faith is absolutdy necessary for salva-

tion; (3) infants are capable of saving

f竜也; and (4) faith can be created by (a)

血e gospel, (b) water baptism (c)血e

Lord’s S岬per. q RE BOOK OF CON-

CORD, tranSlated & edited by Theodore

G.嶋ppert (Phhadelphia: Fortress Press,

19う9), Pp. 29, 33, 178, 442-446・

Nevertheless,血e 17血century Lu血eran

theoIogian, John Gerhard said in his

LOCT THEOLOGIGL IⅩ: 282言`....yet,

meanwh血e,血at, in the case of depriva-

don or of imposs刷ity;血e ch距en of

Christiahs may be saved through an

extraordinary and pe⊂uliar divine di§-

pensation…・ We nei血er can’nOr Ought

to, raS叫y condemn血ose infints血at die

ei血er in血eir mother七womb, Or Sudden-

1y for any cause before receiving Baptism;

we should rather condude that the

PraysrS Of godly parents, Or, if the parents

in this matter are neglectful, the praysrs

Of血e Church poured out before God for

血ese infints, are merCif叫y heard, and

血at they are received into fivor and腫

by God:’quoted in Eng止sh translation in

Heinrich Schmid’s THE DOCmINAL

髄帽OLOGYOF r髄EVANGELJCAL

L UTH‡狽AN CHURCH (Mimeapohs:

Augsburg Publishing House, 1961), P・

554. Some Fundamentalists also teach

that Scripture does not answer血is ques-

tion and thus血ey have no hope to o鉦T

ParentS Who have lost a new-bom bねy.

中和庇S W加dさeわ壬垂れら′ aγe damneゐ

Some Calvinists have taught血is view

While o血er Caivinists emphatica叫y reject

轟.雌n跨Wわo die i扉研叩少aγe Saγed

C柳d w肋・C妨s書読heaγem This was, by

far, the m可ority∴view among

Fundamentalist writers. One of the best

treatments of血is subject from也is per-

SPeCtive is a book entitled HEAVEN FOR

THOSE l個O CAN’T BELIEVE by

Robert P Lightner (Schaumburg, minois:

Regular Baptist Pr6ss, 1977).

The Major Reasons for

なelievihg that Infants Who Dib

in In書ahcy Go to Heaven雪珊e

Dea肋and Res附rec房on qf C妨s* W皿e

SOme have tried to argue血at infints are

morally neutral or even holy血e Bible

teaches that death is血e penalty for

Adam’s sin (Romans 5:12, 15, 17) and that

death passes upon all mankind, including

infints. Thus, infints are considered sin-

ful. Apart from血e dea血and resurrec-

tion of Jes止s Christ, nO One, nOt eVen

infants, WO血d be worthy to enter heaven.

M雪中丁皿e 1999

The foremost reaSon whv infints who die

in infincv go to heaven is because Tesus

died for’t古eir sin (John 3:16-18).助e

Nb加re肋d Phace qf S糾ing勅肋; Saving

fai血is not a good work; it is §imply trust-

ing in Christ’§ dea血and resurrection for

Salvaticm (John 3:14, 15).. In a very real

SenSe, fai血does not save us; it merely

attaches itself to Christ’s dea血and resur-

re証on w鵬血s料e耶. Go藻やec訪

れteγeSt加重佃n跨♂陶桝g C耽肋柁桝

Matthew 18:1-14 refers to bo血those who

are出血e ch組dren physica叫y and血ose

Who,軸ce血ese little ch遭dren, have trust in

Christ. These are greatest in God,s king-

dom;血ese have angels who have direct

acces§ tO God;血ese叫e血e objects of

God血e Fa血erなcare.. Mark lO:13-16

refers to Jesus blessing血e cI血dren; again,

it reveals血e special love God血e.So皿has

for little children. Daγidt S料reme厨

やO綿庇D∽あげ肱川融0財α脆
While串s new bom son was s皿alive,

David fded and prayed. When he dis-

covered血e seven day old ch櫨d. had died,

he wirashed his face and ate a meal. When

脆sらrvmts expre§S amaZement at his lack

Of grief; he teus血em, ``w軸e血e ⊂hfld

Was yet alive, I fasted and wept:. for I §ald,

Who can ‘tell Whe血er God w皿be gra-

Cious to me,血at血e ch組d may live? But

now he is dead, Wherefore sho血d I fas証_

Can I bring him back again? I shall go to

him, but he shall not retum to me" (2

Samue1 12:22-23), David’s comment can-

not refer only to his awareness血at some-

day he too, WO血d join his ch組d in dea血,

because when his ad山t son, Absalom,

died’David七response was radically dif-

ferent. He did not speak of going to him

(cf 2 Samuel 18:33) but cried out in great

調印i血・捌e Nわ加種eザ肋e G門劾t軌肪呼

物ro枕eルdgiven集　AII of血e lost of an

ages w櫨l soineday stand before God’s
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great white Throne to be judged.

Revelation 20:12-13 deady teach血at a

Vital part of血is judgment involves血e

PerSOnal works of these people. Yet

infant§ Who die in infancy have no per-

SOnal works. This gives us reason to

beheve血at血ey are not pre§ent at址s

judgment and, thus, are nOt COnSidered

lost but part of血e redeemed. H弗肋e

Pmishme7!t /bγ Re毎al fo Belieγ。,

Condemation i§ nOt merdy overlooking

血e Savior but a stubbom refusal to

believe (John 3:18-21)・ This fact is sup-

portこd by血e use of two di節erent Greek

WOrds in John 3:36 (both translated
くくbelieve” in KJV). The first word [くくHe

that belieγe功u on血e Son ha血everlas血g

li貯’] is血e usual word for belieγe and is

also found in verses 16 & 18. The second

WOrd, however吉くくhe血at be微eγe脇#Ot血e

Son shall not see H貯’] is di統鵬nt and

meansくくto disobey’’since infints who die

in infancy are not capable of血is stub-

bom refusal to beheve,血ey do not come

under t址s condermation. Diγine

朗ec窃on: Under normal circumstances

血e benefits of salvation provided by

Christ’s death and resurrection are

applied to血ose who bdieve and trust in

Christ alone for salvadon. When血e

Ph組ippian jaHor asked Paul, “Sirs, What

must I do to be saved?’’he was told,

くくBdieve on血e Lord Jesus Christ and

血ou §halt be saved’’(庇ts 16:3O-31). At

the same time,血ose who believe in

Christ are caned,くくelect” ( 1 Thessalonians

l:4-5; Colossians 3:12). Bo血fal血and

election are mechanisms by whi心血e

benefits of Christ can be [and under nor-

mal circunstance, WO山d be] applied to

血dividuals・ However, if infints are not

Capable. of saving f証th, election alone

bec9meS the mechanism by which people

are ``chosen to saivation,当2 Thessalonians

2:13). The very fact of d巾ng in infincy is

Outward proof that one is e工ect, Chosen by

God to live w地軸m in heaven. R. A.

Webb証hi§ bock, H記-丁髄O乙OGY OF

ENENT SALVAHON argues for this

View. So doこs.charle§ Spurgeop, in棚田

NEW以RK SH近場T and M富軍ROPOL手

抽N払B烏RNAC脇PUL出場　　One

P叩OSe同γ助Z; Tb Display God’s

RIghteousness: If血e lost are placed in

血e lake of丘re beca.use血eir names are

not found w血en in血e book of雌

(RevelatiQn 2O:15),血e opening of o血er

books and judging血em according to

血eir w6rks (Revelation.20:12-13) must

have ano血er purpose, namdy to display

God亙ighteousness・皿s is accomplished

in two ways:印if血ere are degrees of

P皿ishment in血e lake of fire, God’§

righteous justice is evidenced by judging

心e lost according to血eir works. As stat-

ed ear櫨er in血is artide,血fants who have

died in infincy would not have any works

for which to be judged. [2] Furthemore,

if God,s righteousness is to be demon-

Strated by judging血e lost according to

their works’they mu§t POSSeSS both

memory and conscience to understand

血at they deserve血is punishment.

Infints who have died in infancy wndd

The mis§ion of血c部n P華is to puuncize Fa鳳Baptist Theological S調in叩and to gain supporfror血e sen血ay from

血inking on cur郎issues in l血e spirit of Provechs 27:.17・ “Iron sharpeneth iron; SO a man chapeneth the ⊂Ountenance of his

Baptist珊eoIogical Scminary 1900 NW Fou血Strect' AI庇叩IA 50021 (515) 964-06Ol. Permis§ion is hereby given to make

.._.、　A ●__.《_し__ ___一　二ふ　一〇__しこし!_臆」　　・.-　　　. .ヽ
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have nei血er memory nor cons⊂ience of

e凋works・仙0手心ese工easons叩,PO直

也e belief that infints d再ng in infa皿Cy gO

to heaven but the pr血ary.basis for so

believing is心at Jesus died and rose again

あr心証s粗v担o血.

Dr. Myron Houghton is血e professor of

Systematic.珊eology; D印artment chain and

心e‘ Director of血e Master of Arts in

珊eolo如al Studie§ Program at Fai血Baptist

皿eolo如al Seminary He is a grad調e of

Moody Bible Institute, P皿sburγ Conege) and

Grand Rapids Bapti§t Se皿in種ry He also

holds masters degrees from.sMu Grace

Seminary; ind St. Thomas Seminarγ and two

eamed doctorates (Da虹s and C。n⊂Ordi。

Seminaries). He t叫ght for 12.years 。t D。nVer

Baptist Bible Conege and Seminarγ before

CO血ing to Fai血Baptist珊Ie CoⅢnge and

Theolo辱cal Semin調γ in 1983.

Chris。袖leadus of the ⊂Onviction by p血ting atti。es of critical

緑ndr珊e励紡P叫証is pub馳cd ten times per ycar bγ Faith
’. ‾ ‾ ‾. ‾.‾_._-‾“’‘-’_…I● ~…⊥ ¥J⊥JIフ雌‾uロU重・ rerⅢlS§lOn rs neret)y given to make ∞Pies ofa轟des in細I for non・COmmercial individual or血urch

u§e. Anγ Other ue is prohibited wi血out血e express pemission ofthe pubfisher. Copyr固v 1999馳BC8ITS



Lordsh冒p Requ菓rementS

〃 SaIvationRequ看「ementSAccordingtoLordshipTeachers: 

WhatMustaPersonDo丁oBeSaved? 

God,s sole requirement:

●

Lordship saIvation,s

many requirements:

Believe on the Lord Jesus C血ist, and thou shalt be saved

(Acts 16:31)

Follow Christ

Surrender to Christ

Be Wi11ing to Obey

Commit yourself

Tum From Sin

Be Willing to Sacrifice Everything

Give Up A11 For the Kingdom

Deny Self

Love Christ supremely

Give Up All Your Earthly Possessions ifthe Lord Should Ask This

Give Yourself Tota11y to Him

Ful珊1 the Demands of Discipleship

Etc. Etc. Etc.

丁he Middletown Bible Chu「ch

349 East Street　@ Middletown, CT O6457

860-346-0907

VW,middIetownbiblechurch,O「g



Lordship Salvation Requ賞rementS

●

●

What do Lordship Salvation advocates actually requlre Ofthe simer? What do they say a person

must do to be saved? John MacArthur is recognized as a leading proponent ofLordship Salvation.

Ifyou search through John MacArthur’s t血ee books on Lordship Salvation [脇e Go坤el Accorc#ng

to JGsg/S (わbreviated GATJ), Fdith Wbr応(abbreviated FW) and Hdrd to Beliel,e (abbreviated

HTB)] you will紐Id剛merOuS StatementS that indicate di熊nent salvation requirements. Consider

the following:

Lordship SaIvation RequlrementS

A person must have “a transfoming commitment to血e living C血ist” (GATJ, P. ix, Written by J.

I. Packer).

%Follow Him in submissive obedience” (GATJ, P. 21).

Deny self take up a cross, forsake all and follow Christ (GATJ, P. 30).

Repent, Surrender and have an eagemess to obey (GATJ, P・ 3 1 ).

Obey C血ist (GATJ, P. 45)・

Yield one’s life to the Lordship ofChrist (GATJ, P. 67).

Be willing to forsake everything (GATJ, P. 78)・

Commit yourselfto obedience (GATJ, P. 79)

Make Christ the highest authority in your life (GATJ, PP. 86-87)・

Be willing to obey (GATJ, P. 88)・

Repent and follow Jesus (GATJ, P. 106)・

Tum from sin (GATJ, P. 1 12).

Forsake oneselffor Christ’s sake (GATJ, P. 135).

Be willing to sacrifice everything to acquire the kingdom (GATJ, P. 1 3 8-Parables ofhid treasure and

Pearl).

Give up all for the kingdom (GATJ, P・ 138)・

Totally abandon selfwill (GATJ, P. 140)・

Exchange all that you are for all that Christ is (GATJ, P. 140)・

Pagel
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Make a full exchange ofselffor the Savior (“absolute surrender”)一(GATJ, P. 141)・

Tun from sin,わandon selfand intend to obey God (GATJ, P. 161)・

Repudiate the old life (GATJ, P・ 1 62)・

Tum from evil and intend to serve God (GATJ, P. 163).

Surrender to Christ and choose to obey Him (GATJ, P・ 1 70).

Deny selfand follow C血ist (GATJ, P. 196).

Love C血ist more than your own family members, be unquestionably loyal to Him even above your

families (GATJ, PageS 200-201)・

Obey Christ’s divine authority (GATJ, P. 204).

MacArthur teaches血at Janes 4:7- 1 0 is %pe血aps血e most comprehensive invitation to salvation in

the epistles” (GATJ, P. 21 8). Based on址s statement we must add the following requirements:

Submit yourself to God

Resist the devil.

Draw nigh to God.

Cleanse your hands.

Purify your hearts.

Be a鮒.icted and moum.

Humble yourselves.

Tum to C血ist in full self-Surrender (FW, P. 49).

Tum from your sins (FW, P. 74)・

Surrender heart, mind and will to C血ist (FW, P・ 194).

Deny self(HTB, PageS 2, 6)・

Take up your cross daily (HTB, P. 6)

Follow Christ (HTB, P. 6)・

Refuse to associate any longer with the person you are (HTB, P. 7).

The requlrement for etemal life is to be wi11ing to give up all your earthly possessions ifthe Lord

should ask this (HTB, P. 9)・

Be willing to give up as much as it takes (HTB, P. 11).

Page 2
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“Ifyou want to become a C虹stian, Slay yourselfl Refuse to associate any long with yoursel車重ct

all the things your self longs and wants and hopes for. Be willing to die for the sake of Christ・”

(HTB, PageS l l-12)

Totally and absolutely deny self (HTB, PageS 14-1 5)・

Be willing to hate your father and mother (HTB, P・ 1 5)

Be willing to dunp all your ear血ly goods (POSSeSSions)-Luke 14:33 (HTB, P. 15).

“The complete surrender of all possessions is the essence of salvation” (HTB, P. 16).

Give yourself totally to Him w址ch invoIves selfrdenial’CrOSS bearing and following Him in

obedience (HTB, P. 67).

Deny yourself狐d give Him your life (HTB, P. 69).

Die to yourself (HTB, P. 70)・

You must obey血e Semon on the Mount (HTB, P. 81)・

Leave all your possessions behind (HTB, P. 85).

“salvation isn’t血e result of an intellectual exercise. It comes from a life lived in obedience and

service to C血ist as revealed in the Scriptures” (HTB, P. 93).

I have leamed that this last quotation (Page 93 in HdrdわBelieve) was not written

by MacA血ur, but erroneously made its way into the text by way of an editor・ I’ve

been told that subseque血editions ofthe book have corrected this. However’I do not

find址s quote to be out of hamony with MacArthur’s Lordship position. If self

denial, full surrender, loving Christ more血an anyone else’forsaking all possessions

are all requlrementS Of salvation, then why can’t obedience be added as we11?

A飾m your commitment to血e lordship of Christ to the point where you are willing to forsake

everything (HTB, PageS 1 32-1 33).

“You can’t receive His salvation ifyour family means more to you than He does” (HTB, P. 134)・

Give up your life and embrace His (HTB, P. 178)・

On the back flyleaf of the book HTB, it says,一一The hard truth about Christianity is that the cost is

high, but血e rewards are priceless: abundant and etg里al life血at comes only from fait埋地

垂llowing Christ (emphasis min金. ’’
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Observations

1. These Lordship salvation requlrementS all focus upon what the sinner must do. When it

comes to salvation by grace,血e true focus should be upon the fiIlished work ofChrist and what

He has done. See our study entitled Do or Done? Salvation is based on God’s mercy, and it

is not based on `two轟rs ofrighteousness which we have done” (Titus 3:5)・ “But to him that

worketh not, but believe血on Him that just脆e血the ungodly, his fai血is counted for

righteousness” qtom. 4:5)・ See also Ephesians 2:8-9. It is not our sacrifice血at saves us, it is

血e perfect sac土龍ce ofJesus C血ist (1 Peter 3‥ 1 8)・ MacArthur says, “We con正bute no皿ng to

our salvation” (HTB, P. 1 88), but ifyou read血e list ofrequirementsわove, it seems that man

does contribute a great deal.

2. As you cousider this list ofLordship req皿ementS, it is obvious血at MacArthur and others like

him believe that the tems ofdiscipleship are血e sane as requlrementS for salvation. To them

負What must I do to be saved?" and %What must I do to be a disciple?” are identical questions.

See our paper, A Cbntrast and Cb型pa高son Between Disc互,les履タand Sblvation・ The only

requlrement for salvation is fa弛1 in瓜e Person, Work狐d Word of God’s only Saviour, the

Lord Jesus Christ. The requlrementS for discipleship are many and are essential for the

believer’s sancti宜cation. Lordship Sancti宜cation is Biblical; Lordship Salvation is not.

3. One example of a discipleship requnement is Ioving Christ more血an your own family

members, and being unquestionably loyal to Him even al)OVe yOur OWn loved ones (GATJ,

pages 200-201 , HTB, P・ 134).血o血er words, Christ should be the supre誓Object ofmy love.

I should love Him more血an family members, mOre血an my own possessIOnS’eVen mOre血an

my own life. This discipleship req皿ement is merely a re-Statement Of血e greatest

corrmandment: ∽Thou shalt love血e Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all血y soul, and

wi血all thy mind” (Matt. 22:37)・ Thus, Lordship salvation men are essentially telling us that

the greatest commandment is a requlrement for salvation, and since the greatest commandment

suns up the lO Commandments (Matt・ 22:40), then this means血at salvation is obtained by

keeping the Law. And yet we know that none ofus have kept血e law perfectly, and none ofus

have loved God supremely. The greatest com肌mdment (along with血e o血er laws which it

sunmarizes) conderms every one of us to hell! If loving God supremely is a salvation

req皿ement, then all ofus are doomed! We have a11 failed to do this. How thankful I an that

Christ Jesus came into血e world to save guilty lawbreakers! See l Timothy l ‥15.

4. Lordship men actually soften血e req皿ementS Ofdiscipleship, SOmething which our Lord never

did. In many of MacArthur’s requnements we read phrases like皿s: be willing to forsake

everything, have an eagemess to obey, be willing to sacrifice everything, be willing to hate your

father and mother, etC. But the Lord said,負Ifyou hate not fa血er and mother…・yOu CamOt be

my disciple.,, He didn’t merely speak ofa willingness to do it, but He spoke ofactually doing

it. “Whosoever he is ofyou that forsaketh not all血at he hath, CamOt be my disciple” (Luke

14:33). The Lord did notjust speak of a willingness to forsake all possessions, but He spoke

of actually doing it・ So MacArthur is actually softening the requlrementS Of discipleship.

Believers do not measure up to the full demands ofdiscipleship (even血e Lord’s original twelve

disciples lacked faith and餌I commitment on numerous occasions).皿e good news is that

every believer completely measures up to the餌I demands ofGod’s righteousness in Christ (2

Cor. 5:21). God has fully provided the righteousness which we could never attain to on our

OWn.
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5. On page 9 (HTB) MacArthur states血at the requirement for etema1 1ife is to be wi11ing to give

up all your earthly possessions ifthe Lord should ask this・ This means that the requlrement

for etema1 1ife varies for different individuals. For some individuals, the requlrement for etemal

life would include being willing to give up all earthly possessions ifthe Lord should ask血is.

But if the Lord has not required this of other individuals, then they are exempt from this

Salvation requlrement. According to this teaching, the requlrement for etema=ife varies

depending upon what the Lord has asked each person to do. Ifthis teaching is correct, then we

WOuld conclude that there is notjust one plan ofsalvation but there is a umque and special plan

Ofsalvation specially designed for each individual. This would make personal evangelism very

Challenging because we would never be sure just which plan of salvation is required for the

PerSOn We are Wi血essing to.

6. Ful刷Iing all血e Lordship requlrementS is complicated indeed. According to MacArthur,

Salvation is not easy (GATJ, P. 182) and it is v甲励rd/O Believe (the title ofhis book). How

WOuld a person under Lordship teaching ever gam aSSuranCe Ofsalvation? Could he be sure that

he has Ioved血e Lord supremely? Has he given up all his possessions if血e Lord has required

him to do so, and how does he really know whether the Lord wants him to do this? Has he

measured up to all血e demands ofdiscipleship? Is his level ofcommitment su純cient to satisfy

the Lord? Has he surrendered enough? Is he sure that he has surrendered all or are there some

things he is holding back? Are there areas ofhis life where he has not denied self? Has he
“tumed from sin” in every area ofhis life or is he still harboring some sin somewhere? Ifhe

Were tO eXanine his life based on all the requlrementS listed in血is paper, how would he

measure up? Would this self-eXamination lead him to full assurance ofsalvation? Remember,

the more we look at SELF血e more discouraged we will be. How wonderful it is to rest on the

all-Su餓cient,宜nished work ofthe Lord Jesus Christ. May our only boast be in the crucified

One (1 Cor. 1:29-31)! `No血ing in my hands I bring; Simply to Thy cross I cling!”

``And be found in Him, nOt having mine own righteousness, Which is ofthe law, but that

Which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith,, (PhiI.

3:9).

George Zeller

Middletown Bible Church

349 East Street

Middletown, CT O6457

860-346-0907
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