


















































































































































6A. Christ ? s Essential Resurrection: 
1 b. The centrality of the resurrection: 

2c. The significance to the death of Christ: 

The New Testament is more resurrection-centered than death-centered. The resurrection 
proves that the scandal of the cross is really the saving act of God: 
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Acts 2:22-36 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by 
miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: 23 Him, 
being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have 
crucified and slain: 24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible 
that he should be holden of it. 25 For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, 
for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved: 26 Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was 
glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope: 27 Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou 
suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 28 Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full 
of joy with thy countenance. 29 Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is 
both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. 30 Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that 
God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to 
sit on his throne; 31 He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, 
neither his flesh did see corruption. 32 This Jesus hath God ·raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. 33 Therefore 
being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father.the promise of the Ho1y Ghost, he hath 
shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. 34 For David is not ascended- into the heavens: but he saith himself, 
The LORD sajd unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 35 Until I make thy foes thy footstool. 36 Therefore let all 
the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and 
Christ. 

Acts 3: 12-18 And when Peter savv it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? 
or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made this man to walk? 13 
The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye 
delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let him go. 14 But ye denied 
the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you; 15 And killed the Prince of life, whom 
God hath raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses. 16 And his name through faith in his name hath made 
this man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which is by him hath given him this perfect soundness in 
the presence of you all. 17 And now, brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers. 18 
But those things, which God before had shewed by the mouth of all his prophets, that Christ should suffer, he 
hath so fulfilled. 

Acts 4: 10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, taat by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole. 

3c. The significance to the ministry of Christ: 

Christ's ministry would have ended with His death. He could not be our High Priest 
Advocate

? 
indwelling power and presence: 

Gal. 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 

Rom. 6: 1-10 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 2 God forbid. How 
shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into 
Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 
For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his 
resurrection: 6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that 
henceforth we should not serve sin. 7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 8 Now if we be dead with Christ we 
believe that we shall also live with him: 9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; d�ath 
hath no more dominion over him. 10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto 
God. 



6A. Christ's Essential Resurrection: 
1 b. The centrality of the resurrection: 

4c. The significance to the Gospel of Christ: 

The two indispensable facts of the Gospel are: Christ died and He lives. 
I Cor. 15: 3-4 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins

according to the scriptures; 4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the 

scriptures: 
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Rom. 5: 8-10 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9

Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. 10 For if, when we 
were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be 
saved by his life. 

THE EVENT: 

THE 
·/.;..) . 

� EXPECTATION:
- - •  . .

' .
. -

T_HE EVIDENCE: 

THE EMPHASIS: 

I CORINTID.ANS 15:3-4 

CHRIST'S DEATH 
"Christ died" 

O.T. PROPHECY 
"according to the scriptures,, 
(e.g. Is. 53:3-10; Ps. 22:6-18) 

BURIAL 
"he was buried,, 

THE SAVIOR'S 
ACCOMPLISHMENT 

Sc. The significance to the believer in Christ: 

CHRIST'S 
RESURRECTION 

'1-Ie arose again" 
0.T. PROPHECY

"according to the scriptures,, 
(e.g. Is. 53:11-12; Ps. 22:21) 

EYE-WITNESSES 
'rie was seen'' 

THE FATHER'S 
APPROVAL 

If the resurrection is not true then our witness is. false and we have no-hope of any future 
resurrection: 
1 Cor. 15: 13-14 But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: 14 And if Christ be not

risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. 

Rom. 10: 9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God

hath raised him fron"'I the dead, thou shalt be saved. 

6c. The significance to the Church of Christ: 

l d. The resurrection is one of the five fundamental propositions of Christianity:
I Cor. 15: 4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

cf vs. 12-19 Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you that there
is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: 14 And 
if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. 15 Yea, and we are found false 
witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so 



6A. Christ 7 s Essential Resurrection: 
1 b. The centrality of the resurrection: 

6c. The significance to the Church of Christ: 
ld. The resurrection is one of the five fundamental 

propositions of Christianity: 

be that the dead rise not. 16 For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: 17 And if Christ be not raised, 
your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 18 Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. 19 
If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. 

2d. The resurrection comprises a central part of the Gospel: 
Rom. 5: 8-10 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us. 9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. 10 For if, 
when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, 
we shall be saved by his life. 

Rom. 10: 9-10 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart

that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

3d. The resurrection is a strong polemic for miracles: 
It has been called the II Gibraltar of Christian evidences and Waterloo of infidelity. 11 

2b. The confirmation of the resurrection: 

A MERE SCRAP 
OF PAPER. 

Only t_/11-ee cruy.5 of dC· 
counting /or fh@empty 
tomb. 
1. Eifherlu)friMd55!!2klhe 
hody-d. f/un_g they could nol do; 

FIDELITY HA5 
ER YET-AN5WER· 

ESTION. 

l 

j .. 

¼ r, 
2. Or h/5 enemiP.5 revtVt'd 
il-t1lhm!Jfhey=ut. no/do. 
3.Tht>only_ "llt>rnativR-lhe 
miradeo/ Lhere,Jurr«tion. 

� 
�� � �=.a.aa...-f----.,;-1 
THE TWO MAIN PILLARS 

le. The empty tomb: 

If the disciples went to the wrong tomb:, then the Roman guards and the angelic messengers 
were also mistaken about the tomb. If the disciples stole the body:, as the guards were told to 

report ... 
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Mt. 28: 11-15 Now when they were going, behold, some of the watch came into the city, and shewed unto the

chief priests all the things that were done. 12 And when they were assembled with the elders, and had taken 
counsel, they gave large money unto the soldiers, 13 Saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night, and stole him 
away while we slept. 14 And if this come to the governor's ears, we will persuade him, and secure you.15So they 



6A. Christ's Essential Resurrection: 
2b. The confirmation of the resurrection: 

1 c. The empty tomb: 

took the money, and did as they were taught: and this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this 
day 

. . . then the guards should have been punished for dereliction of duty or the disciples could 
have been forced to produce the body. 

2c. The condition of the grave clothes: 
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Jn. 20: 5-8 And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in. 6 Then 
cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie, 7 And the napkin, 
that was about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself.8Then went in 
also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed. 

John, the first of the disciples to believe in the resurrection, was convinced of this event by 
observing the grave clothes in the tomb. 

3c. The appearances of Christ: 

1 d. The circumstances of the appearances: 

1 e. The number of witnesses: 

2e. The nature of the witnesses: 

3e. The variety of circumstances: 

2d. The chronology of the appearances: 

1e. 

2e. 

3e. 

4e. 

Se. 

6e. 

7e. 

8e. 

Seen By 

Mary Magdalene 

Other women 

Peter 

Two disciples 

Ten apostles & 
. others (Thomas 

absent) 

Eleven apostles 

Seven disciples 

Eleven apostles 
& over 500 
brethren 

Scripture 

Mk. 16:9-11 
Jn. 20:11-18 

Mt. 28:9-10 

Lk. 24:33-34 
1 Cor. 15:5 

Lk. 24:13-33 

Mk. 16:14 
Lk. 24:36-43 
Jn. 20:19-25 

Jn. 20:26-31 
1 Cor. 15:5 

Jn. 21:1-24 

Mk. 16:15-18 
Mt. 28: 16-20 
1 Cor. 15:6 

Time 

Easter 
Morning 

Easter 
morning 

Afternoon 

Evening 
4-6 p.m.

8 p.m. 

Sun. past 
Easter 

Unknown 

Unknown 

Place 

Jerusalem 

Jerusalem 

Jerusalem 

Emmaus 

Jerusalem 

Jerusalem 

Sea of Galilee 

A mountain in 
Galilee 
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6A. Christ's Essential Resurrection: 
2b. The confirmation of the resurrection: 

3c. The appearances of Christ: 

4c. 

2d. The chronology of the appearances: 

9e. James 1 Cor. 15:7 Unknown Jerusalem 

10e. Eleven apostles Acts 1:3-12 Ascension Bethany 
Mk. 16: 19-20 Day 

11e. Stephen Acts 7:55 A.O. 35 Jerusalem 

12e. Paul Acts 9:3-6 A.O. 37 Damascus 
1 Cor. 15:8 Road 

13e. Paul Acts 22:17-21 Unknown Temple 
Acts 23:11 

14e. John Rev. 1:10-19 c. A.O. 95 Patmos 

The change in Peter: 

The Christ-denying disciples becomes Peter, the Powerful Pulpiteer of Pentecost. Only a 
confrontation with the resurrected Christ can explain this dramatic change: 
1 Cor. 15: 5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve:

Lk. 24:33-34 And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eteven gathered 

together, and them that were with them, 34 Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. 

Christ had predicted that on the Day of Pentecost of the year in which He died the Holy Spirit 

would descend 
Acts 1 : 5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days

hence. 

Peter attributed the coming of the Spirit to the work of the resurrected Christ. 
Acts 2:33 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of 
the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. 

The salvation of3,000 individuals has as the only conceivable cost the resurrection of the 
Saviour and the regeneration by the Spirit: 

Sc. The change in the day of worship: 

Early Christians, accustomed as Jews to worship on the Sabbath, began worshipping on 
. Sunday. They wanted to celebrate the res\}rrection of their Lord who arose on the first day of 

the week. 

Ps. 118:24 This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

Jn. 20: 1 The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and

seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre. 

Jn. 20: 19 Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the 

disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be 

unto you. 



6A. Christ's Essential Resurrection: 
2b. The confirmation of the resurrection: 

Sc. The change in the day of worship: 

Jn. 20:26 And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the

doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you 
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Acts 20: 7 And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached

unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight. 

1 Cor. 16: 1-2 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia,

even so do ye. 2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, 

that there be no gatherings when I come. 

Rev. 1: 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day. and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet,

3b. The character of the resurrection: 

1 c. An actual resurrection: 

The body which the disciples lovingly placed in the tomb actually came alive in a changed 

form: 

Proofs of Christ's Death 
Proofs of Christ's Resurrection 

2c. A physical resurrection: 

1 d. Corporeal characteristics: 

1 e. Christ was recognized: 
Jn. 20:20 And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the

disciples glad, when they saw the Lord. 

2e. Christ's wounds were retained: 
Jn. 20:25-29 The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto

them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, 
and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe. 26 And after eight days again his disciples were 
within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, 
Peace be unto you. 27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and 
reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 28 And Thomas 
answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God. 29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast 



6A. Christ's Essential Resurrection: 
3 b. The character of the resurrection: 

2c. A physical resurrection: 
1 d. Corporeal characteristics: 

2e. ·chiist's wounds ·were i-etaiiiecC· -

seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed. 

cf. Zech. 12: 10 
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Rev. 5:6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the
elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven 
Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. 

3 e. Christ had flesh and bones: 
Lk. 24: 3 9-40 Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath

not flesh and bones, as ye see me have. 40 And when he had thus spoken, he shewed them his hands 

and his feet. 

2d. Physical functions: 

1 e. Christ walked and talked with His disciples in a normal human fashion: 
Lk. 24: 15-29, 36-43,50 

2e. Christ had the ability but not the need to eat: 
Lk. 24:30 And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and

brake, and gave to them. 

Lk. 24: 41-4 3 And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye here

any meat? 42 And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb. 43 And he took it, and 

did eat before them. 

Jn. 21: 9 As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon,

and bread. 

Jn. 21: 13 Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise.

Acts 10: 41 Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to us, who did eat
and drink with him after he rose from the dead. 

3 d. Supernatural ability: 

1 e. Christ entered closed rooms: 
Lk. 24:36 And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them,

Peace be unto you. 

Jn. 20: 19 Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut

where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith 
unto them, Peace be unto you. 

2e. Christ appeared and disappeared at will: 
Lk. 24: 15 And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself

drew near, and went with them. 

Lk. 24:31 And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out of their sight.
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6A. Christ's Essential Resurrection: 
3b. The character of the resurrection: 

2c. A physical resurrection: 
- 3d-. Supernatural ability: - ··-

2e. Christ appeared and disappeared at will: 

Jn. 20: 19 Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut 
where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews. came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith 
unto them, Peace be unto you. 

3e. Christ could change His appearance: 
Mk. 16: 12 After that he appeared in another form unto two of them, as they walked, and went into 

the country. 

4e. Christ could conceal and reveal Himself to others: 
Lk. 24: 16 But their eyes were holden that they should not know him. 

Lk. 24: 31 And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out of their sight. 

3 c. A unique resurrection: 
IESUB APPEAJUNO TO THE <I.J"06"fLlI6. 

1 d. Christ has the keys to the grave: 
Rev. 1: 18 I am he that liveth, and was dead: and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the 
keys of hell and of death. 

2d. Christ is the firstfruits of those who slept: 
1 Cor. 15:20 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 

3d. Christ is the pattern for the believer's resurrection: 

1 Thess. 4: 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will 
God bring with him. 

Phil. 3:21 Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to 



6A. Christ's Essential Resurrection: 
3 b. The character of the resurrection: 

3 c. A unique resurrection: 
- 3d. Christ is the pattern for·the believer's resurrection:

the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. 

1 Jn. 3 :2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know 
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 

4b. The consequences of Christ's resurrection: 

I c. A prerequisite for Christ's future ministries: 
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Jn. 14: 1-6 Let Rot your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Fathers' house are 
many mansions: if it wer� not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you, 3 and if I go and pr�pare a 
place .for you I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am!_ there ye may be also. 4 And whither I 
go_ye know, .and the way y� know. 5 Thomas saith unto.hi!TI,- Lord, we kn� .ngt_wt\i_ther thou go��; a�d how can 
we know-the wayJ 6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and t�e lifa; r,ip�n cometh unto the Father, but 
by me. 

2c. - A ··patforn· for future resurrections: 
Jn. 5:28-29 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 
29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto 
the resurrection of damnation. 

Acts 17:31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by [that] man 
whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead. 

3c. The perfection of salvation: 
I Cor. 15: 17 And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 

Rom. I: 4 And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection 
from the dead: 

4c. The proof of Christ's claims: 

Mt. 16:21 From that time forth began Jesus to show unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and 
suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day. 

Mt. 28: 6 He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 

Acts 2:36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye..
. have crucified, both Lord and CHrist. 

GREATEST EVENTS OF ALL TIME 



7 A. Christ's Enthroned Activity: 

lb. The climactic a�cension of Christ: 

. ; 
;i/J!ii 

/•I l7 \'\'1 , , 

l 

1 c. The statements about the ascension: 

ld. References in the O.T.: 
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Ps. 68: 11 The Lord gave the word: great was the company of those that published it. cited in Eph. 4:8 
Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 

Ps. 110: 1 A Ps. of David. The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine 

enemies thy footstool. cited in Acts 2: 34 For David is not ascended. into the heavens: but he saith himself, 
The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 

2d. References by Christ: 

I e. Going to His Father: 
Jn. 7:33 Then said Jesus unto them, Yet a lrttle while am I with you, and then I go unto him that sent 
me. 

Jn. 14: 12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; 
and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father·. 

Jn. 14:28 Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. If ye loved me, ye 
would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I. 

Jn. 16:5 But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, Whither geest thou? 

Jn. 16: 10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 

J n. 16: 28 I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to 
the Father'. 

2e. Ascending: 
Jn. 6: 62 What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before? 

Jn. 20: 17 Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not: for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my 
brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God. 



7 A. Christ's Enthroned Activity: 
1 b. The climactic ascension of Christ: 

1 c. The statem�nts about_ the a...scen.sion: 

3 d. References in the New Testament: 
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:Mk. 16: 19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the 

right hand of God. 

Lk. 9: 51 And it came to pass, when the time was come that he should be received up, he stedfastly set .his 

face to go to Jerusalem, 

Lk. 24:51 And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into 

heaven. 

Acts I: 6-11 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time 
restore again the kingdom to Israel? 7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the 
seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. 8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth. 9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken 
up; and a 
cloud received him out of their sight. 10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, 
behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing 
up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye 
have seen him go into heaven. 

Eph. 4: IO He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all 

things. 

1 Tim. 3: 16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, 
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into 
glory 

Heb. 4: 14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of 

God, let us hold fast our profession. 

1 Pt. 3:22 Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers 

being made subject unto him. 

cf Colossians 3: 1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek-those things which are above, where Christ sitteth 

on the right hand of God. 

4d. References in curr�nt theology: 

1 e. Liberalism denies the resurrection and ascension all together. 

2e. Neoorthodoxy denies the postresurrection ministry of Christ, combining spiritual 
resurrection and ascension into the same event. 
(See M. Kober, The Resurrection of Christ in Contemporary German Theology) 

2c. The situation at the ascension: 

1 d. The geographical location: 
Lk. 24: 50 And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. 



7 A. Christ� s Enthroned Activity: 
1 b. The climactic ascension of Christ: 

2c. The situation at the ascension: 
1 d. The geographical location: 

Acts 1: 12 Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a

sabbath day's journey. 

2d. The heavenly departure: 
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Acts 1 :9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received

him out of their sight. 

3d. The angelic assurance: 
Acts 1: 11 Which aJso said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which
is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 

3 c. The significance of the ascension : 

1d. It marked the conclusion of His humiliation and limitation on earth. 

2d. It marked the beginning of His exaltation to the right hand of the Father: 
Eph. 1 :20-23 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right

hand in the heavenly places, 21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every 
name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 22 And hath put all things under 
his feet, and gave him to be the· head over all things to the church, 23 Which is his body, the fulness of him 
that filleth all in all. 

3d. It made Him our forerunner and anchor of our faith: 
Heb. 6:20 Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order

of Melchisedec. 

4d. It marked the beginning of His present ministry of being a High Priest: 
Heb. 4: 14-16 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son

of God, let us hold fast our profession. 15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 

5d. It means His preparation of our future .abode: 
J n. 14: 2-3 In my Fathers house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare
a place for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also. 

6d. It gave Him headship over the church: 
Col. 1: 18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that

in all [things] he might have the preeminence. 

7 d. It is related to the giving of gifts to the body: 
Eph. 4:8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto

men. 

Eph. 4: 10-11 He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might 

fill all things. 11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors 
and teachers; 



7 A Christ's Enthroned Activity: 

2b. The current activity of Christ: 

1 c. The prayer for His people: 

1 d. His intercession for the people of God: 
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Jn. 17: 1-26 v. 9. I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they 

are thine. 

Heb. 7:25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he

ever liveth to make intercession for them. 

2d. His advocacy for the people of God: 
1 Jn. 2: 1 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an

advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 

2c. The preparation of His people's home: 
J n. 14: 3 And if I go and prepare a ptace for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 

there ye may be also. 

3c. The perfecting of the Church which is His body: 

1 d. He gives gifts to men: 
Eph. 4: 11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors

and teachers; 

2d. He indwells believers: 
Gal. 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I
now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 

3 d. He empowers believers: 
Eph. 1: 18-23 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his
calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 19 And what is the exceeding 
greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 20 Which he 
wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly 
places, 21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not 
only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to 
be the head over all things to the church, 23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 

4d. He nurtures and cherishes His own: 
Eph. 5:29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the
church: 

5d. He unifies and directs the Church: 
Eph. 2:20-21 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being

the chief corner stone; 21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the 
Lord: 

6d. He completes the Church: 
2 Pt. 3: 9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering 
to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 

4c. The answering of the believers' prayers: 
Jn. 14: 14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.



7 A. Christ, s Enthroned Activity: 
2b. The current activity of Christ: 

Sc. The giving of special help for particular needs: 
Heb. 4: 16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need. 

6c. The concern with the fruitfulness of His followers: 
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Jn. 15: 1-16 vs. 1-6 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2 Every branch in me that beareth 
not fruit he taketh away: and ever branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 3 Now ye 
are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch .cannot bear 
fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 5 I am the vine, ye are the 
branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 
6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into 
the fire, and they are burned. 

3b. The consummating activity of Christ: 

le. His return for the living saints: 
1 Cor. 15:51-52 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

2c. His raising of the dead saints: 
1 Cor. 15:52-53 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must 
put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 

1 Thess. 4: 13-18 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye 
sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them 
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we 
which are alive [and] remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent thern which are asleep. 16 For the Lord. 
himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first: 17 Then we which are alive [and] remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18 Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words. 

3 c. His rewarding of the believers: 
1 Cor. 3: 11-4: 5 vs. 4: 1-5 Let a man .so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the 
mysteries of God. 2 Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be-found faithful. 3.But with me it is a very small 
thing that I should be judged of you, or of man's judgment: yea, I judge not mine own self. 4 For I know nothing by 
myself; yet am I not hereby justified: but he that judgeth me is the Lord. 5 Therefore judge nothing before the time, 
until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels 
of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God. 

2 Cor. 5: 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things 
done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

4c. His return to earth: 
Rev. 19: 11-16 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called 
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on 
his head were many crowns; and he had a na�e written, that no man knew, but he himself. 13 And he was clothed 
with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies which were in heaven 
followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp 
sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the 
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name 
written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 



7 A. Christ's Enthroned Activity: 
3b. The consummating activity of Christ: 

4c. His return to earth: 

cf Zech. 14: 1-8 
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Rev. 19: 15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule 
them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 

Micah 4: 1-3 But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the LORD shall be 
established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall flow unto it. 2 And 
many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, and to the house of the 
God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and 
the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 3 And he shalt judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar 
off; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up a 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 

6c. His raising of the wicked dead: 

Rev. 20: 11-15 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven 
fled away; and there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and 
the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of 
those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 13 And the sea gave up_ the dead which were 
in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to 
their works. 14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And whosoever was 
not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. 

7 c. His reckoning at the Great White Throne: 
Rev. 20: 11-15 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven 
fled away; and there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and 
the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of 



7 A. Christ's Enthroned Activity: 
3b. The consummating activity of Christ: 

7 c. His reckoning at the Great White Throne: 
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in it; and death and hell deiivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to 
their works. 14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And whosoever was 
not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. 

8c. His restoration of the universe: 
Rev. 21: 1-3 And I sa:N a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed a:-Nay; 
and there was no more sea. 2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be 
with them, and be their God. 

HYMN. 

1 THOU art the Way : to thee alone 
From sin and death we flee ; 

And he who would the Father seek, 
Must seek him, Lord, by thee. 

2 Thou art the Truth: thy word alone 
True wisdom can impart ; 

Thou ·only canst inform the mind, 
And purify the heart. 

C. M.

3 Thou art the Life: the rending tomb 
Proclaims thy conquering arm; 

And those who put their trust in thee 
Nor death nor hell shall harm. 

4 Thou art the Way, the Truth, the Life: 
Grant us that Way to know; 

That Truth to keep, that Life to win, 
Whose joys eternal flow. 

--G. W. DOANL 



1. He prepares a place. John 14: 1-2
Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father's house are
many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

2. Christ silences Satan. 1 John 2:1
My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have
an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.

Rev. 12: 10 " ... for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God
day and night."

3. Christ defends His disciples. 1 John 2:1
My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have
an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.

Rom. 8:33 Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies.

4. He grants grace. Heb. 4:16
Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to
help in time of need.

5. He intercedes for individuals. Rom. 8:34
Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the
right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.

Heb. 7:25 Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through
Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.

6. He sympathizes with the suffering. Heb. 4:15
For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in
all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.

7. He rests from redemption. Rev. 3:21
To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I a lso
overcame. and am set down with my Father in his throne.

8. He secures salvation. Heb. 7:25
Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He
always lives to make intercession for them.

9. He gives gifts to men. Eph. 4:7-8
But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's gift. 8 Therefore He
says: "When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to men."

1 



10. He cares for the churches. Rev. 1 :13, 20
And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man ... the seven
candlesticks.which thou sawest are the seven churches.

Rev. 1: 16, 20 And he had in his right hand seven stars ... The seven stars are the
angels [pastors] of the seven churches.

11. He readies revenge. Rev. 1 :6-7
And has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever
and ever. Amen. 7 Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who
pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.

2.Thess. 1 :9-10 And to you who are troubled rest with us, wwen the Lord Jesus shall be
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know
not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Crist.

12. He indwells individuals. Gal. 2:20
I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself for me. 

13. He anticipates His advent. John 14:3
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I
am, there you may be also.

14. He administers angels. Heb. 1:14
Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of
salvation?

Heb. 2:8 You have put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that He put all in
subjection under him, He left nothing that is not put under him. But now we do not yet
see all things put under him.

1.Pet. 3:22 [Jesus Christ] who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and
authorities and powers being made subject unto him.

15. He upholds the universe. Col. 1: 17
And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.

16. He beckons believers to heaven. Acts 7:56
And said, "Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing
at the right hand of God!"

Psa. 116: 15 Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.

Mru./rad e. KotJa,, 1A.D. 
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The Resurrection and 

Ascension of Our Lord 

v\Tilbur M. Smith 

ONLY THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION HAS SOMETHING EMPHATIC

and specific to say about the resurrection of its Founder 
and the coming resurrection of those who are followers 
of His teachings. This phenomenon in world religions is 
unique, because only Christ among the religious leaders 
of the ages has, truly and in historic time, been raised 
from the dead. It is significant that Arnold Toynbee, in 
his famous, so-called list of parallels in Greek and Roman 
mythology and history to the life and teachings of Jesus, 
does not even hint that there is any parallel to Christ's 
resurrection in the records of the ancient world. Of 
course, "resurrection" in the New Testament, and in the 
creeds of the Christian church, means not only a rising 
from the dead, or a return from the dead, but a bodily 
restoration (if one may use that word)-the resurrection 
of that which died. 

We must all agree that the soul of Jesus never died. In 
fact, we are told He committed His spirit to God (Luke 
23 :46). When we speak of the resurrection of one who 
died-and there is no resurrection unless death has taken 
place-we can only mean the bodily resurrection of the 
one who died. As James Denney said, many years ago, "If 
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w
-S

im
p

so
n

 
ag

ai
n

: 
"I

f 
it

 b
e 

as
k

ed
 h

ow
 t

h
e 

re
su

rr
ec

ti
on

 o
f 

C
h

ri
st

 i
s 

a 
p

ro
of

 o
f 

H
is

 b
ei

n
g

 t
h

e 
S

on
 o

f 
G

od
, 

it
 m

ay
 b

e 
an

sw
er

ed
, 

fi
rs

t,
 b

ec
au

se
 H

e 
ro

se
 b

y 
H

is
 o

w
n

 p
ow

er
.

 H
e 

h
ad

 p
ow

er
 

to
 l

ay
 d

ow
n

 H
is

 l
if

e,
 a

n
d

 H
e 

h
ad

 p
ow

er
 t

o 
ta

k
e 

it
 a

g
ai

n
.

 
Jo

h
n

 1
0 :

18
. 

T
h

is
 i

s 
n

ot
 i

n
co

n
si

st
en

t 
w

it
h

 t
h

e 
fa

ct
 t

au
g

h
t 

in
 s

o 
m

an
y 

ot
h

er
 p

as
sa

g
es

, 
th

at
 H

e 
w

as
 r

ai
se

d
 b

y 
th

e 
p

ow
er

 o
f 

th
e 

F
at

h
er

, 
be

ca
u

se
 w

h
at

 t
h

e 
F

at
h

er
 d

oe
s 

th
e 

S
on

 d
oe

s 
li

k
ew

is
e;

 c
re

at
io

n
, 

an
d

 a
ll

 o
th

er
 e

x
te

rn
al

 w
or

k
s,

 
ar

e 
as

cr
ib

ed
 i

n
di

ff
er

en
tl

y 
to

 t
h

e 
F

at
h

er
, 

S
on

, 
an

d
 S

p
ir

it
.

 
B

u
t 

in
 t

h
e 

se
co

n
d

 p
la

ce
, 

as
 

C
h

ri
st

 h
ad

 o
p

en
ly

 d
ec

la
re

d
 

H
im

se
lf

 t
o 

be
 t

h
e 

S
on

 o
f 

G
od

, 
H

is
 r

is
in

g
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
d

ea
d

 
w

as
 t

h
e 

se
al

 o
f 

G
od

 t
o 

th
e 

tr
u

th
 o

f 
th

at
 d

ec
la

ra
ti

on
.

 H
ad

 
H

e 
co

n
ti

n
u

ed
 

u
n

d
er

 
th

e 
p

ow
er

 
of

 
d

ea
th

, 
G

od
 

w
ou

ld
 

th
er

eb
y 

h
av

e 
d

is
al

lo
w

ed
 H

is
 c

la
im

 t
o 

be
 H

is
 S

on
; 

bu
t 

as
 

H
e 

ra
is

ed
 H

im
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
d

ea
d

, 
H

e 
p

u
bl

ic
ly

 a
ck

n
ow

le
d

g
ed

 
H

im
; 

sa
yi

n
g

, 
'T

h
ou

 a
rt

 m
y 

S
on

, 
th

is
 d

ay
 h

av
e 

I 
d

ec
la

re
d

 
th

ee
 s

u
ch

.
'"

 
C

on
se

rv
at

iv
es

 a
n

d 
li

be
r.a

ls
 a

g
re

e 
th

at
 h

ad
 i

t 
n

ot
 b

ee
n
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fo
r 

a 
d

ee
p

, 
u

n
sh

ak
ab

le
 

co
n

vi
ct

io
n

 
on

 
th

e 
p

ar
t 

of
 

th
e 

d
is

ci
p

le
s 

of
 J

es
u

s 
th

at
 H

e 
h

ad
 r

is
en

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e 

de
ad

, 
th

er
e 

w
ou

ld
 h

av
e 

be
en

 n
o 

ch
u

rc
h

.
 E

ve
n

 s
u

ch
 a

 l
ib

er
al

 s
ch

ol
ar

 
as

 t
h

e 
la

te
 D

r.
 H

.
 D

.
 A

.
 M

aj
or

 h
as

 s
ai

d
, 

"T
h

e 
C

h
ri

st
ia

n
 

C
h

u
rc

h
 w

as
 f

ou
n

d
ed

 o
n

 f
ai

th
 i

n
 t

h
e 

M
es

si
ah

sh
ip

 o
f 

Je
su

s.
 

A
 c

ru
ci

fi
ed

 M
es

si
ah

 w
as

 n
o 

M
es

si
ah

 a
t 

al
l.

 H
e 

w
as

 o
n

e 
re

je
ct

ed
 b

y 
Ju

da
is

m
 a

n
d 

ac
cu

rs
ed

 b
y 

G
od

. 
It

 w
as

 t
h

e 
re

s­
u

rr
ec

ti
on

 o
f 

Je
su

s 
w

h
ic

h
 p

ro
cl

ai
m

ed
 H

im
 t

o 
be

 t
h

e 
S

on
 

of
 G

od
 w

it
h

 p
ow

er
" 

(
T

h
e
 M

is
si

o
n

 a
n

d
 M

e
ss

a
g

e
 o

f
 J

e
su

s)
. 

C
lo

se
ly

 r
el

at
ed

 t
o 

th
is

 t
ru

th
 i

s 
th

e 
fa

ct
 e

vi
de

n
t 

to
 a

n
y­

on
e 

re
ad

in
g

 t
h

ro
u

g
h

 t
h

e 
B

oo
k

 o
f 

A
ct

s:
 t

h
e 

re
su

rr
ec

ti
on

 
of

 
C

h
ri

st
 b

ec
am

e 
im

m
ed

ia
te

ly
 t

h
e 

g
re

at
 s

u
bj

ec
t 

of
 

th
e 

A
p

os
tl

es
' 

p
re

ac
h

in
g

; 
an

d
 b

y 
th

e 
p

re
ac

h
in

g
 o

f 
th

e 
re

su
r­

re
ct

io
n

, 
th

is
 e

ar
ly

 a
n

d
 s

m
al

l 
co

m
p

an
y 

tu
rn

ed
 t

h
e 

w
or

ld
 

u
p

si
d

e 
d

ow
n

.
 T

h
e 

re
su

rr
ec

ti
on

 o
f 

C
h

ri
st

 w
as

 t
h

e 
ce

n
tr

al
 

th
em

e 
of

 S
t.

 P
et

er
's

 g
re

at
 s

er
m

on
 o

n
 t

h
e 

D
ay

 o
f 

P
en

te
co

st
, 

an
d

 i
t 

co
n

ti
n

u
ed

 t
o 

b
e 

th
e 

u
p

p
er

m
os

t 
su

bj
ec

t 
re

la
ti

n
g

 t
o 

C
h

ri
st

 i
n

 t
h

e 
m

in
d

s 
of

 t
h

e 
A

p
os

tl
es

 d
ow

n
 t

o 
th

e 
fi

n
al

 t
ri

al
 

of
 t

h
e 

A
p

os
tl

e 
P

au
l. 

In
 t

h
e 

ap
os

to
li

c 
p

re
ac

h
in

g
 t

h
e 

re
su

r­
re

ct
io

n
 w

as
 s

et
 f

or
th

 a
s 

so
m

et
h

in
g

 p
ro

p
h

et
ic

al
ly

 a
n

ti
ci

­
p

at
ed

, 
w

it
n

es
se

d
 

to
 

b
y 

th
e 

A
p

os
tl

es
, 

th
e 

ca
u

se
 

of
 

th
e 

ou
tp

ou
ri

n
g

 
of

 
th

e 
H

ol
y 

S
p

ir
it

, 
th

e 
ce

rt
ifi

ca
ti

on
 o

f 
th

e 
p

re
em

in
en

t 
g

lo
ry

 a
n

d
 d

ei
ty

 o
f 

C
h

ri
st

, 
an

d
 t

h
e 

su
re

 h
op

e 
fo

r 
ou

r 
ow

n
 r

es
u

rr
ec

ti
on

. 
It

 i
s 

in
te

re
st

in
g

 t
o 

n
ot

e 
th

at
 i

n
 

al
m

os
t 

ev
er

y
 t

im
e 

th
e 

w
or

d
 w

it
n

e
ss

 a
p

p
ea

rs
 i

n
 t

h
e 

N
ew

 
T

es
ta

m
en

t,
 i

n
 r

el
at

io
n

 t
o 

w
h

at
 C

h
ri

st
ia

n
s 

ar
e 

to
 d

ec
la

re
 

co
n

ce
rn

in
g

 J
es

u
s 

C
h

ri
st

, 
th

e 
w

it
n

es
s 

is
 t

o 
H

is
 r

es
u

rr
ec

­
ti

on
, a

ll
 o

f 
w

h
ic

h
 i

s 
bu

t 
a 

ca
rr

yi
n

g
 o

u
t 

of
 o

u
r 

L
or

d
's

 fi
n

al
 

co
m

m
an

d
 t

h
at

 H
is

 f
ol

lo
w

er
s 

w
er

e 
to

 b
e 

w
it

n
es

se
s 

of
 t

h
es

e 
th

in
g

s 
(L

u
k

e 
2

4 :
4 6

-4
7)

.
 A

p
ar

t 
fr

om
 t

h
e 

w
or

k
 o

f 
th

e 
H

ol
y 

S
p

ir
it

, c
ert

ai
n

ly
 t

h
e 

se
cr

et
 o

f 
th

e 
p

ow
er

 a
n

d 
g

ro
w

th
 

of
 t

h
e 

ea
rl

y 
ch

u
rc

h
 is

 s
u

m
m

ed
 u

p
 i

n
 t

h
e 

w
or

ds
 "

w
it

h
 g

re
at

 
po

w
er

 g
av

e 
th

e 
ap

os
tl

es
 t

h
ei

r 
w

it
n

es
s 

of
 t

h
e 

re
su

rr
ec

ti
on

 
of

 t
h

e 
L

or
d 

Je
su

s 
.

.
. "

 
(A

ct
s 

4 
:3

3,
 A

SV
)

.
 

T
h

e 
re

su
rr

ec
ti

on
 o

f 
C

h
ri

st
 h

as
 t

h
e 

m
os

t 
vi

ta
l 

re
la

ti
on

­
sh

ip
 t

o 
ev

er
y 

in
di

vi
du

al
 b

el
ie

ve
r 

in
 C

h
ri

st
. 

F
ir

st
 o

f 
al

l, 
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as
 th

e A
po

st
le

 te
lls

 u
s, 

Ch
ri

st
 w

as
 r

ai
se

d 
fo

r 
ou

r 
ju

st
ifi

ca
­

tio
n 

(R
om

an
s 4

 :2
5)

, i
na

sm
uc

h 
as

 th
e 

re
su

rr
ec

tio
n "

is
 th

e 
po

si
ti

ve
 p

ro
of

 o
f 

th
e 

su
ffi

ci
en

cy
 o

f 
th

e 
at

on
em

en
t.

 I
t 

is
 

th
e 

fa
th

er
's 

si
gn

ifi
ca

tio
n 

th
at

 H
e 

is
 s

at
is

fie
d 

w
ith

 o
ur

 
Su

bs
tit

ut
e,

 S
ac

ri
fic

e,
 o

ur
 P

ri
es

t, 
V

ic
tim

, a
nd

 th
at

 n
ot

hi
ng

 
no

w
 

st
an

ds
 

be
tw

ee
n 

si
nn

er
s 

an
d 

fo
rg

iv
en

es
s"

 
(R

. 
M

'C
he

yn
e 

E
dg

ar
, T

h
e
 G

o
sp

e
l 

o
f 

a
 R

is
e
n

 S
a
v
io

u
r
).

Th
e 

re
su

rr
ec

tio
n 

of
 C

hr
is

t 
is

 t
he

 s
up

re
m

e 
gu

ar
an

te
e 

of
 o

ur
 o

w
n 

re
su

rr
ec

tio
n.

 I
n 

th
e 

cl
as

si
c 

tr
ea

tm
en

t 
of

 t
he

 
re

su
rr

ec
tio

n 
in

 I
 C

or
in

th
ia

ns
 1

5,
 C

hr
is

t 
is

 s
po

ke
n 

of
 a

s 
th

e 
fir

st
fr

ui
ts

 f
ro

m
 a

m
on

g 
th

e 
de

ad
, t

he
 a

ffi
rm

at
io

n 
th

at
 

al
l w

ho
 a

re
 in

 C
hr

is
t w

ill
 s

om
e 

da
y 

be
 r

ai
se

d 
as

 H
e 

w
as

 
ra

is
ed

 f
ro

m
 th

e d
ea

d.
 In

 fa
ct

, i
n 

an
ot

he
r 

pa
ss

ag
e 

(P
hi

lip
­

pi
an

s 
3 :

21
),

 t
he

 A
po

st
le

 d
ec

la
re

s 
th

at
 in

 th
e 

re
su

rr
ec

tio
n 

w
e 

w
ill

 h
av

e 
a 

bo
dy

 li
ke

 t
he

 g
lo

ri
ou

s 
bo

dy
 o

f 
th

e 
ri

se
n 

Sa
vi

ou
r.

 
P

hi
lo

so
ph

er
s 

an
d 

re
lig

io
us

 te
ac

he
rs

 h
av

e 
be

en
 d

is
cu

ss
­

in
g,

 d
eb

at
in

g,
 s

pe
cu

la
tin

g,
 a

bo
ut

 t
he

 p
os

si
bi

lit
y 

of
 a

 f
u­

tu
re

 li
fe

, s
in

ce
 t

he
 e

ar
ly

 d
ay

s 
of

 t
he

 E
gy

pt
ia

n 
ki

ng
do

m
 

an
d 

es
pe

ci
al

ly
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
ce

nt
ur

ie
s 

w
he

n 
Gr

ee
k 

ph
ilo

so
­

ph
y 

flo
ur

is
he

d.
 B

ut
 a

ll 
m

an
 h

as
 e

ve
r 

th
ou

gh
t a

nd
 w

ri
tt

en
 

ab
ou

t 
th

e 
su

bj
ec

t 
is

 fi
na

lly
 f

ou
nd

 t
o 

be
 i

na
de

qu
at

e 
an

d 
in

su
ffi

ci
en

tly
 s

up
po

rt
ed

 w
it

h 
ev

id
en

ce
, 

w
hi

le
 t

he
 r

es
ur

­
re

ct
io

n 
of

 C
hr

is
t 

gi
ve

s 
to

 m
en

 a
n 

hi
st

or
ic

al
 e

ve
nt

 i
n 

pl
ac

e 
of

 s
pe

cu
la

tio
n 

an
d 

m
yt

ho
lo

gy
. 

M
or

e 
th

an
 t

ha
t, 

th
e 

ev
en

t o
cc

ur
re

d 
be

ca
us

e 
of

 G
od

's 
lo

ve
 fo

r 
us

 a
nd

 H
is

 d
es

ir
e 

th
at

 w
e 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
re

de
em

ed
 fr

om
 th

e 
po

w
er

 o
f 

de
at

h 
an

d 
ha

ve
 r

es
to

re
d 

to
 u

s, 
in

 a
ll 

of
 it

s 
fu

lln
es

s 
an

d 
ev

en
 m

or
e, 

th
e 

or
ig

in
al

 i
m

ag
e 

of
 G

od
. 

W
e 

ca
nn

ot
 e

nt
er

 h
er

e 
in

to
 

th
e 

na
tu

re
 o

f 
th

e 
re

su
rr

ec
tio

n 
bo

dy
. 

Is
 t

he
re

 n
ot

 a
no

th
er

 g
re

at
 t

ru
th

 a
ri

si
ng

 f
ro

m
 t

ho
se

 
di

sc
us

se
d,

 w
hi

ch
 w

e p
re

-e
m

in
en

tly
 n

ee
d 

at
 a

 ti
m

e l
ik

e t
hi

s?
 

Th
er

e 
is

 h
ar

dl
y 

a 
m

or
e 

co
m

fo
rt

in
g 

pa
ss

ag
e 

in
 t

he
 B

ib
le

 
th

an
 th

e 
w

or
ds

 o
f 

th
e 

ri
se

n 
Lo

rd
 to

 th
e 

pr
os

tr
at

e 
A

po
st

le
 

Jo
hn

, w
he

n 
la

yi
ng

 H
is

 r
ig

ht
 h

an
d 

up
on

 t
he

 A
po

st
le

, t
he

 
L

o r
d 

sa
id

, "
F

ea
r 

no
t;

 I
 a

m
 th

e 
fir

st
 a

nd
 th

e 
la

st
, a

nd
 th

e 
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Li
vi

ng
 o

ne
; 

an
d 

I 
w

as
 d

ea
d,

 a
nd

 b
eh

ol
d,

 I
 a

m
 a

liv
e 

fo
r 

ev
er

m
or

e,
 a

nd
 I

 h
av

e 
th

e 
ke

ys
 o

f 
de

at
h 

an
d 

of
 H

ad
es

" 
(R

ev
el

at
io

n 
1:

 17
-1

8,
 A

S
V

).
 

Ch
ri

st
 h

as
 n

ot
 o

nl
y 

di
ed

 b
ut

 
H

e 
ha

s 
ri

se
n 

ag
ai

n 
an

d 
liv

es
 f

or
ev

er
m

or
e;

 a
nd

 i
n 

H
is

 
lo

vi
ng

 c
ar

e 
an

d 
po

w
er

 a
re

 o
ur

 d
es

tin
ie

s 
de

te
rm

in
ed

. 
Pe

rh
ap

s 
th

er
e 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
on

e 
fin

al
 w

or
d 

to
 r

em
in

d 
us

 
th

at
 th

is
 g

re
at

 fa
ct

 o
f C

hr
is

t's
 r

es
ur

re
ct

io
n 

is
 in

 h
ar

m
on

y 
w

ith
 th

e 
en

tir
e 

lif
e 

an
d 

ch
ar

ac
te

r o
f C

hr
is

t.
 H

e 
ca

m
e 

in
to

 
th

e 
w

or
ld

 f
ol

lo
w

in
g 

a 
m

ir
ac

ul
ou

s 
co

nc
ep

tio
n.

 H
e 

liv
ed

 
w

it
ho

ut
 s

in
, a

nd
 t

he
re

fo
re

, a
s 

St
. P

et
er

 o
nc

e 
sa

id
, d

ea
th

 
co

ul
d 

no
t h

ol
d 

H
im

. 
(A

ct
s 2

).
 H

e w
as

 a
bl

e t
o 

ra
is

e o
th

er
s 

fr
om

 t
he

 d
ea

d,
 a

nd
 w

as
 a

lr
ea

dy
 i

n 
H

is
 e

ar
th

ly
 m

in
is

tr
y 

sh
ow

in
g 

H
im

se
lf

 t
o 

be
 t

he
 C

on
qu

er
or

 o
f 

de
at

h.
 T

he
 r

e­
de

m
pt

io
n 

H
e 

ca
m

e 
to

 p
ur

ch
as

e 
fo

r 
us

 i
s 

a 
co

m
pl

et
e 

re
de

m
pt

io
n,

 a
 d

el
iv

er
an

ce
 o

f 
bo

dy
, s

ou
l, 

an
d 

sp
ir

it 
fr

om
 

ev
er

y 
ev

il 
th

at
 s

in
 h

as
 i

nt
ro

du
ce

d.
 D

ea
th

 e
nt

er
ed

 i
nt

o 
th

e 
w

or
ld

 b
y 

on
e 

m
an

's 
si

n,
 a

nd
 r

es
ur

re
ct

io
n 

lif
e 

is
 m

ad
e 

av
ai

la
bl

e 
to

 u
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