












































































































































































































































































































































































































































Getting Old

You tell me I am getting old,
I tell you, that’s not so.
The "house" I live in is worn out,
And that, of course, [ know.

It's been in use a long, long while,

It's weathered many a gale; - -
I'm really not surprised you think, “"1
It's getting somewhat frail. P
- -
The color's changing on the roof, , é

The window’s getting dim,
The wall’s a bit transparent,
And looking rather thin.

The foundation's not so steady,
As once it used to be;
My "house" is getting shaky,
But my "house" - it isn't me.

My few short years can't make me old,
I feel I'm in my youth;
Eternity lies just ahead,

A life of joy and truth.

Which is all that most folks see. |
You tell me that I am getting old?
You've mixed my "house" with me!

4
You only see the outside, . i kgl

by Dora Johnson

g~ 4
Y.

-140-



SEVEN REASONS SPURGEON LONGED FOR HEAVEN

Here are seven reasons Spurgeon longed for Heaven, and
why you can long for Heaven, too.

1. Jesus Christ is there.

“There cannot be heaven without Christ. He is the sum total of bliss; the fountain from which
heaven flows, the element of which heaven is composed. Christ is heaven and heaven is Christ.”

“Oh, to think of heaven without Christ! It is the same thing as thinking of hell.”

2. Family and friends are there.

“I believe that heaven is a fellowship of the saints, and that we shall know one another there.”
“We should see so many there we did not expect to see.”

3. Christian heroes are there.

“I reckon on meeting David, whose psalms have so often cheered my soul. | long to meet with
Martin Luther and Calvin, and to have the power of seeing such men as Whitefield and Wesley,
and walking and talking with them in the golden streets.”

“Heaven has been the beloved theme of God’s sons and will be ‘till time shall end.”

4, Perfect holiness is there.

“I must frankly confess that of all my expectations of heaven, | will cheerfully renounce ten
thousand things if | can but know that | shall have perfect holiness . . .If we shall have that,
surely we shall have everything.”

5. Safety and security are there.

“The rougher the voyage the more the mariners long for port, and heaven become more and
more ‘a desired haven,’ as our trials multiply.”

6. Rewards for faithfulness are there.

“There is a crown there which nobody’s head but yours can ever wear. There is a seat in which
none but yourself can sit. There is a harp that will be silent till your fingers strike its strings.
There is a robe, made for you, which no one else can wear.”

“Heaven at any price is well secured.”

“The head may be crowned with thorny troubles now, but it shall wear a starry crown ere long;
thy hand may be filled with cares—it shall sweep the strings of the harp of heaven soon.”

7. Marriage is there.

“In heaven they marry not, but are as the angels of God; yet there is this one marvelous
exception to the rule, for in heaven Christ and His Church shall celebrate their joyous nuptials.”
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Problems with Reports
of Visits to Heaven

. Descriptions of heaven are full of fanciful features.
7. The accounts lack transcendent or breathtaking descriptions.

3. The reports contradict each other, straining the reader’s
credulity.

4. What Paul saw and heard in heaven was not lawful for him to
utter.

0. The descriptions are trite and not verifiable.
B. Altered states of mind may be opened to demonic influence.

7. The accounts omit references to sin and a clear gospel
presentation.

¥ ,
: ‘ | i ﬁll

H Visits to
'y -
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10.

HEAVEN AND HYMNODY

There are many scriptural songs about Heaven.

Numerous songs about Heaven employ hyperbole or poetic license.
(E.g. “On Jordan’s stormy banks | stand and cast a wistful eye . . .”)

A number of songs on Heaven, as on other biblical themes, contain doctrinal error.
The conscientious Bible student will abstain from singing unbiblical truths.

It is no less a serious error to sing heresy than to speak or teach heresy.

Doctrinal error in a song can generally be avoided by changing a word, altering a line, or skipping a verse.
(“And Can It Be” v. 2, instead of “emptied Himself of all but love,” sing “emptied Himself because of love.”)

Songs that are irremediably unbiblical should be avoided (e.g. “Lead On, O King Eternal,” with its
postmillennial chorus, “Through deeds of love and kindness, Thy heavenly kingdom come.” The kingdom
comes with the total destruction of millions of soldiers by Christ at His Second Advent [Rev. 19:15, 21; Zech.
14:12 ff.]).

Most songs about Heaven do not differentiate from the Third Heaven and the heavenly Jerusalem.

The heavenly Jerusalem is apparently still under construction and will descend to this earth after the
Millennium (Rev. 21:1-3).

Certain songs should be avoided because of their problematic philosophy or self-centered theology (e.g.
“I’ve Got a Mansion Just over the Hilltop.” The person who sings this song demands a mansion, “ | want a
gold one that’s silver lined,” and then repeats, “l want a mansion, a harp and a crown.” How different the
individual singing “Oh that will be glory for me,” who demands nothing and is satisfied by observing, “just to
be near the dear Lord | adore, will through the ages be glory for me.”)

On Jordan’s Stormy Banks

MKober

I am bound for the promised land, . ., . I am bound for the promised land;
prom-ised land,
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1. Shall we gath-er at the riv - er, Where bright an-gel feet have trod;
2. On the bos-omof the riv - er, Where the Sav-ior-King we own,
3. Ere we reach the shin-ing riv - er, Lay we ev-’'ry bur-den down;
4. Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing ri,y - er, Soon our pil-grim-age will ceass;

r ] A . ) T 2. 7 2 ;e 222, -~
5 p—
'?"_%:b_.l_. :h::h: T ! o 2 T )
@1’.‘.. ! o ot o tin e & D T 1
L + ¥ ) V] TYJ L& i i 8 o ) p 1 | |
A N
vV v

-143-



Gabriel, Charles H. - O That Will Be Glory (The Glory Song) Sheet music for Choir - 8notes.com

O That Will Be Glory

Charles H. Gabriel
Tune: Glory Song

1. When all my la-borsand tria - Is are o’er, And I am sale on that beau - (i - ful shore,
2. When, by the gilt of His in - [i-nite grace, I am ac-cord-ed in hea-ven a place,
3. Friends will be there I haveloved long a - go; Joy like a ri-ver a-round me will (low;

Just to be near the dear Lord I a- dore, Will through the ag-es be glo-ry for me. hod
Just to be there and to look on His face, Will through the ag-es be glo-ry for me.
Yet just a smile [rom my Sav-ior, I know, Will through the ag-es be al() ry for me.

ale JJ_.LFJ_J_JJJ.JJ_J_LL_J_J_A_J_LH
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O thatwill be glo-ry for me, Glo-ry for me; glo-ry [or
O that will be glo-ry for me, Glo-ry for me, glo-ry for me;
a
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When by His grace I shall look on His face, = That will be glo-ry, be glo-ry [or me.




CONTEMPORARY WORKS ON HEAVEN

Alcorn, Randy. Heaven. Tyndale House Publishers, 2004, 516pp.

Mostly biblically grounded, with spurts of imagination and wishful thinking which lack scriptural
support.

Couch, Mal and Lacy. Heaven Our Eternal Home. Springfield, MO: 21st Century Press, 2006, 69pp.

Enns, Paul. Heaven Revealed. Moody, 2011, 200 pp.

A passionate treatment of heaven, occasioned by the unexpected death of his wife. Like Alcorn,
Enns manifests a vivid imagination and sees little difference between the Millennium and the
eternal state. Will we really build homes, raise livestock or go fishing in Heaven?

Hart, John. Fifty Things You Need to Know about Heaven. Bethany House Publishers, 2014, 144pp.

Jeffress, Robert. A Place Called Heaven. Baker Books, 2017, 256pp.

Jeremiah, David. Revealing the Mysteries of Heaven. San Diego, CA: Turning Point for God, 2020,
412pp.

Lutzer, Erwin. One Minute after You Die. Moody, 2007, 192pp.

“One minute after you die you will either be elated or will be terrified.
And it will be too late to reroute your travel plans.”

MacArthur, John. The Glory of Heaven. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2013, 224pp.

Smith, Wilbur M. The Biblical Doctrine of Heaven. Moody, 1968. 317 pp.

Possibly the best volume on Heaven in the English language. Smith normally read everything in
print on the subject about which he wrote. Like the works by Merrill F. Unger, John F. Walvoord
and Charles C. Ryrie, it would be worthwhile for you to acquire all of Smith” books.
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