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b. The future dwelling of the Godhead: Rev. 21:3

The stupendous truth is that “the tabernacle of God is with men.” God Himself
“will dwell with them” (v. 3). Five times this truth is emphasized in this verse. God
makes His tabemacle with men, reminiscent of the Shekinah glory that filled the
tabernacle in the wilderness. The condition of estrangement between God and
man, caused by human sin, has ended. As in Paradise, God can dwell again
with men. ltis a blessed truth, though difficult to grasp, that the saints will not
spend eternity with God in heaven, but rather, God will spend etemnity with His
own on the new earth. What a marvelous condescension

The Designations for the City: Heb. 12:22
a. The varied designations for the heavenly city:

The writer to the Hebrews speaks of the city as “Mount Zion, and. . . the city of
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem.” Paul speaks of it as the Jerusalem
above (Gal. 4:26). The resurrected Lord speaks to the church at Philadelphia of
“the city of my God, which is the new Jerusalem” (Rev. 3:12). Our eternal home
is described with an impressive list of designations:

(1) Mount Zion, Heb. 12:22 ‘D’H WW’

(2)  City of the Living God, Heb. 12:22

(3) Heavenly Jerusalem, Heb. 12:22

(4) Jerusalem from above, Gal. 4:26

(5) City of my God, Rev. 3:12

(6) The New Jerusalem, Rev. 3:12: 21:2

(7)  The Holy City, Rev. 21:2, 10 (cf. Is. 52:1)
(8) The Bride, Rev. 21:2, 9

(9) A Continuing City, Heb. 13:14

(10) Father's House, Jn. 14:2

(11) Paradise of God, Rev. 2:7 waqjﬁ

b. The vital denotation of the term “Jerusalem”

The oldest know form, Uru-sa-lim, has been commonly regarded as meaning
“city of peace.” At the time of Abraham apparently the name was shortened to
Salem = peace (Gen. 14:18, cf. Ps. 76:2). The name yerushalem, in the N.T. as
Hierousalem or Hierosoluma, appears to point to the peace which someday will
spread from the millennial city to the whole earth. The name Jerusalem further
witnesses to the presence of God (Mic. 4:1-3), to authority (Throne of David) and
Worship (Temple of Solomon). Someone has well observed, “It is one of the
ironies of history that a city which in its long history has seen so little peace and
for whose possession rivers of blood have been shed should have such a
possible meaning for its name” (ISBE, 1ll, 1960, 1596.)

The earthly Jerusalem will live up to its name in the Millennium, with the
presence of the Prince of Peace. Thus it w;ll become a type of the heavenly

Jerusalem. %\ '
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6. The Dwellers of the City: Heb. 12: 22-24

“a. The primary design of the city:

In fashioning the heavenly Jerusalem, the Savior is primarily fulfilling His

promise to the church in John 14:3, “l go to prepare a place for you.” This is why
the city is described as a bride adorned for her husband . . . the Lamb’s wife”
(Rev. 21:2, 9). The term bride therefore refers to both the church and her abode .
The city as the bride expresses God’s intimate relationship with it as well as

His fellowship with the redeemed in the city.

Dear Friend, if you have accepted Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, the new
city will be your eternal home!

b. The principal denizens of the city: Heb. 12:22-24

The inhabitants of the city are listed as “an innumerable company of angels, the
general assembly and church of the firstborn. . . and to God the Judge of all, and
to the spirits of just men made perfect and to Jesus the mediator of the new
covenant.” The various companies can be listed thusly:

1) The holy angels—“myriads of angels”

2) The church—*the assembly and church of the firstborn”

3) The redeemed of all the ages—"the spirits of just men made perfect”
4) God the Father —“God the Judge of all”

5) Christ the Son—"Jesus the mediator of the new covenant”

The Holy Spirit

While the Holy Spirit is not mentioned separately, He indwells church
age believers permanently. Christ promised them that the Spirit would
abide with them forever (Jn. 14:16). Since the Church will be there, so
will be the Holy Spirit.

The New Jerusalem will thus be the eternal home of the holy angels,
church age saints, the triune God and the redeemed of all the ages.

7. 'The Delights of the New City: Rev. 22:1-5
a. Abundant provisions for human enjoyment:

Our eternal home will be a place of paradisiacal perfection, free of the curse (v.
3) and all darkness (v. 5). Jesus will be there, abundantly providing light and

life. We will be refreshed by water from the river of life, “clear as crystal,
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb” (Rev. 22:1). We will have
access to the “tree of life which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit
every month” (v. 2)
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b. Absolute perfection of a holy environment:

The believer, far from pursuing a pedantic eternal routine, will be engaged in
rewarding spiritual activity. Two words summarize this activity: service and
sovereignty. Our ministry is described thus, “his servants shall serve him . . .
and they shall reign for ever and ever” (v. 3, 5). As glorified beings, we will have
the privilege of assisting a holy Savior in a perfect environment, free of the
encumbrances of sin and enticements of Satan.

The grateful believer concurs with Dr. Ryrie’s fitting remarks, “This is complete
exaltation and perfect exultation” (Ryrie, Revelation [1996], 67).

In anticipation of such a glorious future, one blessing stands out far above any
other. We shall see His face (v. 4). Etemnally we will be in the presence of
the One who calls us His Bride. He who redeemed us and resurrected us,
regards as His is prized and privileged possession as we cherish His closeness
and companionship. Well has the songwriter expressed the believer's
blessedness:

Just to be near the dear Lord | adore,

Will through the ages be glory for me.
Oh that will be, glory for me.

When by His grace | shall look on His face,
That will be glory for me!

Corvmur, = REV 2122:6.




The New Jerusalem 1n the Epistle to the Hebrews

The Perfect Architect
of the City

Heb. 11:10
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The Prophetic Anticipation  The Prospective Abode
of the City " in the City
Heb. 11:16 Heb. 12:22-23

The Present Aspirations
for the City
Heb. 13:14
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The Faith of Abraham

“He looked for a city which hath foundations,
whose builder and maker is God” (Heb. 11:10)

Adelaide Bee Evans, fasy Steps in the Bible Story (1929), IUZ.



THE PATRIARCHS:

Wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their
God: for he hath prepared for them a city.
Hebrews 11:16
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Sofanned erblidt das meue Jerujalent,

RN

John is shawn the descending heavenly Jerusalem, the eternal

b N i3, Rap. 21, BVers 1—7.
home of the church, adorned as a beautiful bride, Offenbavung Sobannis. - fap. 21, Bers 17






