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3c . Universal rewards : 

Some rewards are promised to every believer by virtue of the gracious 
provision of Christ in the atonement . Even carnal believes are blood-bought 
and may anticipate certain rewards . These rewards are not as a result of 
faithfulness in this life , but in response to God's gracious salvation . They 
belong to every Church Age believer who has been baptized into Christ. 

1 d. Divine appointment: 

1 Cor. 6:2-3 
Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world will 
be judged by you , are you unworthy to judge the smallest matters? 3 Do 
you not know that we shall judge angels? How much more, things that 
pertain to this life? 

Paul reminds carnal believers that they would participate in the 
millennial rule of Christ (rather than . be excluded from the 
millennium) . In addition, they would have the privilege of judging the · 
angels . 

2d . Divine affection: 

1 Thess. 4:17 
Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with 
the Lord . 

The experience of the eternal presence of Christ and His 
everlasting love would be sufficient for the Bride of Christ. Every 
believer will be forever with the Bridegroom. What a comfort! 

3d. Divine approval : 

1 Car. 4:5 
Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will 
bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the 
counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God. 

Paul concludes the most lengthy discussion of the Judgment Seat 
with the observation that Christ at that time will reveal the innermost 
aspects of the human heart, not for the purpose of condemnation­
"there is therefore now no condemnation" (Rom. 8:1)-but for the 
purpose of commendation . He will find something good to say about 
each one of us: "and then shall every man have praise of God." (1 
Cor. 4:5) Will there be regrets at the bema? Certainly! But the 
overall emphasis is that of rejoicing . 



CONCLUSION : 

Hoyt has well said: 
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How will the believer feel moments after the Judgment Seat? Paul 
concludes the most lengthy passage on the Judgment Seat with 
these arresting and comforting words (1 Car. 4:5) : 

"And then shall every man have praise of God" 

To hear these words of commendation ringing in our ears will make 
it worth it all . As the rapture is the believer's FONDEST HOPE, 
the Judgment Seat is the believer's FINEST HOUR. 

The Judgment Seat of Christ might be compared to a commencement ceremony. At graduation 
there is some measure of disappointment and remorse that one did not do better and work harder. 
However, at such an event the overwhelming emotion is joy, not remorse. The graduates do not 
leave the auditorium weeping because they did not earn better grades. Rather, they are thankful 
that they have been graduated, and they are grateful for what they did achieve. To overdo the 
sorrow aspect of the judgment seat of Christ is to make heaven hell. To underdo the sorrow aspect 
is to make faithfulness inconsequential (Bib. Sac., April-June 1980, 131 ). 
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II II 

+ + + 
+ + . + 
++++++~+++++++++++~++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

As a Sinner at the Cross As a Son During Life As Servant at the Berna 
Rom.14:10-12 Gal.3:13 1 Cor.11:31-32 

1 Pet. 2:29 Heb. 12:5-7 1 Cor. 4:1-5 
~-

THE PICTURES OF THE JUDGMENT SEAT 

The Picture The Passage The. Purpose The Prospect 

The Believer Is A: Ourli(e/s A: 

1. Servant 

2. Builder 

3. Athlete 

Romans 14:10..:12 LOYAL STEWARDSHIP PROMOTION 

But why dost thou judge thy brother? Or why dost thou set at nought thy 
brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ .. For it is written, 
As I Hve, saith the Lord. every knee.shall bow to me and every tongue shall confess 
to God. So, then, every one ·of us shall give·account of himself to God. 

1 Corinthians 3: 11-13 LASTING STRUCTURE PRAISE 

For other foundation can no man lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
Now if any man build upon this fouridation gold silver, precious stones, wood, 
hay, stubble -.every man's work shall be made manifest; for the day shall declare 
it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and .the fire shall try every man ' s work of 
what sort it is. 

1 Corinthians 9:24-26 LAWFUL STRIVING PRIZE 

And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they 
do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. I.therefore so run, 
not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one thatbeateth the air: But I keep under my 
body; and bring it ·into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached 
to others, I myself should be a castaway,. 



1 Car. 9 :24-27 

24 Know ye not that they 
which run in a race run all , but 
one receiveth the prize? So 
run, that ye may obtain. 
25 And every man that striveth 
for the mastery is temperate in 
all things. Now they do it to 
obtain a corruptible crown; but 
we an incorruptible. 
26 I therefore so run, not as 
uncertainly; so fight I, not as one 
that beateth the air: 
27 But I keep under my body, 

and bring it into subjection: lest 
that by any means, when I have 
preached to others, I myself 
should be a castaway_ 

Paul's reference to the BEMA {"judgment seat") daes nat picture 
a caurtroam scene but the umpire's seat at an athletic contest. 
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JUDGMENT SEAT 
OF CHRIST I CORINTHIANS 4 

4 Let a man so account of us, as of the 
ministers of Christ, and stewards of the 

mysteries of God. 
2 Moreover it is required in stewards, that 

a man be found faithful. 
3 But with me it is a very small thing that 

I should be judged of you, or of man's judg­
ment: yea, I judge not mine own self. 

4 For I know nothing by myself; yet am I 
not hereby justified: but he that judgeth me 
is the Lord. 

5 Therefore judge nothing before the time, 
until the Lord come, who both will bring to 
light the hidden things of darkness, and will 
make manifest the counsels of the hearts : 

and then shall every man have praise of God. 

THE.·MARRIA6£ OF TH£ LAMB 

7 Let -us b~ "glad and rejoice, and 
· give honour to liim: for 'the marriage 
of the Lamb_ is come, and his wife 
hatp._ made herself ready. 
8 .Andjto her was granted that she 

should be arr_ayed in fine linen, clean 
and 1 white: forkthe fine linen is the 
righteousness of saints. 

: 9 And he .saith unto me, Write, 
B_lessed I are they which a.recalled un­
to the marriage supper of the Lamb . 
.And he saith unto me, These are the 
true sayfu~ of God. 

JUDGMEl'ff SEAT 
OF CHRIST 

MARRIAGE OF 
THE LAMB 
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CHRISTIANS THROUGH THE CENTURIE~4 

2 3 4 
Po lycarp 69-155 

6 Augustine of 
Canterbu 

7 8 

Elizabeth of Thuringer 
1207-1231 

13 

17 

Boethius 480-524 

John Wycliff 
1330-1384 

Johann S Bach 
. 1685-1750 
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Anselm 1033_:1109 

Savanarola 
1452-1498 
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18 ._ · · · - 19 
Charles H Spurgeon 

1834-1892 

The Venerable Bede 
672-735 

\ ~ ~~~Q- ·:-<f~ .. ~ 
--~: · 

::, ). 

-1;1{ 
~i 
~ 
=-E 

' ·· 

~2'"· ~ . ;p~- ~ 

Al;>elard 1079-114 

Martin Luther 
1483-1546 

Robert T Ketcham 
1889-1978 

I have attempted to select one representative saint for each century of the Christion Church. These glorified 
saints revel in the presence of God and the holy angels. Are we to assume that their joy is overshadowed by a 
gnawing fear as to what awaits them at the yet future judgment seat of Christ? Will those like St. Patrick have 
their iov abruntlv P.nd at the bema oossiblv followed bv weeoina . wailina and onashino of tP.P.th? 
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