








































































































































































































































































































































































































16

of the death penalty marked the advancement of civilization.
Capital punishment had always been associated with
barbarism; its abolition with such democratic values as the
sanctity of life, the dignity of man, and a humane criminal
law" (Cruel and Unusual, 171).

Justice William J. Brennan, Jr. points out in Furman v.
Georgia that all capital punishment is cruel and unusual
because it degrades the human dignity both of the victim and
executioner of the death penalty

Brennan insists that “the authors of the ‘cruel and unusual’
clause of the Eighth Amendment intended to forbid all
punishments that do not comport with human dignity, and
that the death penalty does not comport with human dignity
because it is too severe, and that it is too severe because it
causes death” (Bems, For Capital Punishment, 162-163).

The answer: The Eighth Amendment provides that
“excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines
imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.” By
cruel punishments they meant those which were especially
of medieval barbarities such as disembowelment, the rack,
the thumb-screw, pressing with weights, boiling in oil,
drawing and quartering and burning alive.

By unusual punishment the Founding Fathers seemed to
have meant “capricious,” that is, "not guided by no rules
which permit prediction” (Ernest van den Haag, Punishing
Criminals Concerning a Very Old and Painful Question, New
York: Basic Books, Inc., 1975, 227).

As capital punishment is presently administered, it is not
cruel, that is, it is not a particularly painful death nor
undeserved death. Neither is capital punishment unusual,
insofar as legislators and governors have collaborated in the
frustration of the administration of capital punishment. The
answer is to expedite not to eliminate executions.

It is interesting to note that in the United States of America,
arguably the most enlightened nation on this planet, a large
percentage of its citizens favor capital punishment—an
impressive 85% in the summer of 2001—despite the fact
that capital punishment has almost no articulate supporters
in the public among the intelligentsia.
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Could it be that this American position on the death penalty
reflects not a spirit of barbarism but a sense of biblical
orientation, something passed on to us, like the Constitution,
from our Founding Fathers?

5. The moral argument:

a.

b.

The argument: Capital punishment does not reflect love.
Love and capital punishment are mutually exclusive.

The answer: If love and capital punishment are
contradictory, then the sacrifice of the Savior was a
contradiction. The principle for the substitutionary
atonement is that only life can atone for life (Lev. 17:11).
God's love was manifest in the death of His Son as a
substitute for the sinner (Jn. 3:16; Rom. 5:8; Jn. 15:13).

God is not only a God of love (1 Jn. 4:8) but of light (1 Jn.
1:5), spirit (Jn. 4:24), truth and life (Jn. 14:6). In whatever
God does, His love and justice are in perfect harmony (Rom.
9:20; Gen. 15:25). God always does and demands that
which is right.

As a God of light or righteousness, He cannot countenance
sin but as a God of love He provided forgiveness for man's
sin. Forgiveness, however, does not automatically remove
any temporal penalties for sin. A Christian who jumps off a
bridge will not escape death at the bottom though his sins
have been forgiven. Similarly, an inmate on death row who
trusts in Christ as Savior must still subject himself to the

divine requirement that in taking another’s life one forfeits his
own life.

Even from a purely secular perspective, capital punishment
is not in conflict with a loving attitude. Compassion is not
decisive, as van den Haag demonstrates:
Felt with a man to be executed it may also be felt with
his victim: If the execution spares future victims of
murder, supporters of the death penalty may claim

compassion as their argument (Punishing Criminals,
209).

6. The humanist argument:

da.

The argument: capital punishment does not rectify evil.
Two wrongs don’t make a right. Capital punishment is
legalized murder and brutalizes the community. Opponents
of capital punishment imply that no murder is so heinous that
it should be punished with the death penalty.
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The answer: The Bible prohibits the taking of life but permits
the execution of the murderer. Thus, the avenger of blood
who apprehends and brings the criminal to justice is not
guilty of blood (Num. 35:27). Then too, there is a world of
difference between a murder and an execution. Individuals
are appointed to be God's instruments of justice (Rom. 13:1-
7: 1 Pet. 2:13-17). Their activity is a legal one rather than a
personal one. As van den Haag incisively observes:

When an offender is legally arrested and imprisoned,

we do not speak of “legalized kidnapping.” Arrest and

kidnapping may be physically indistinguishable...

Punishment differs because it has social sanction. . .

Not the physical act but the social meaning of it

distinguishes robbery from taxation, murder from

execution (Punishing Criminals, 223-224).

The Bible believer would add that in the case of murder, the
act is an outrage against God. The death penalty is carried
out in obedience to God.

In reality the humanistic opponents to capital punishment are
opposed to the taking of any human life for whatever reason,
but their attitude is paradoxical, as Charley Reese
demonstrates:

As for those who profess sympathy for the killers, |

think they are sick. They show no sympathy for

innocent life. . .most of them have zero sympathy for

the 100-percent innocent children who are

slaughtered in abortion clinics (Conservative

Chronicle, 20).

7. The spiritual argument

d.

The argument: capital punishment does not rescue the
sinner from hell. Our efforts should be the sinner's
salvation rather than his execution.
The answer: There is ample time between the apprehension
and execution of the criminal. On the average, eight years
and ten months elapse between sentencing and execution.
Besides, there is no proof that a man serving a life sentence
is more likely to turn to Christ for salvation than one with a
death sentence. The observations of John Jefferson Davis
go to the heart of the matter:
Rather than foreclosing the possibility of salvation, the
reality of the death penalty forces the one convicted to
think about his eternal destiny and consequently can
even be seen as beneficial. . .The death penalty
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reminds the murderer, in a way that life imprisonment
cannot, of the grim but inescapable truth that “it is
appointed for men to die once, and after that comes
judgment” (Heb. 9:27) (Evangelical Ethics Issues in
the Church Today, Phillipsburg, NJ: Presbyterian and
Reformed Publishing Co., 1985, 207).

One writer spells out the biblical hope that exists for death
row convicts:

The repentant thief was facing the death sentence
when he met Christ. He acknowledged his sin,
recognized Jesus Christ for Who He is—the sinless
Son of God—and trusted in Him and His once-and-
for-all, vicarious atoning sacrifice. At that very
moment, Jesus Christ forgave him and promised him:
“Today thou shalt be with me in paradise” (Luke
23:43) Although the convict still faced the
consequences of violating the law here on earth, God
forgave him of his sin when he genuinely repented
and trusted in Christ for salvation. (Roberto-Jose M.
Livioco, “Capital Punishment: A Crime, a Cure or a
Consequence?" Foundation, March-April 1999, Vol.
20, No. 2, 34-35).

The dispensational argument:

a.

The argument: Capital punishment does not realize the
New Testament ethic. It is based on a sub-Christian or pre-
Christian concept of justice, which is superceded by a New
Testament morality of forgiving grace.
The answer: Neither the Lord nor the apostles abrogated
capital punishment. To the contrary, as has already been
seen, they asserted the governmental nght to execute
criminals. While it is true that the Mosaic law has ended,
capital punishment, introduced thousands of years before
the giving of the law, continues as a governmental function.
Charles Ryrie notes that the New Testament does not
contain a replacement ethic for capital punishment:

Dispensational distinctions do recognize that the law

of capital punishment for certain crimes was done

away with in Christ, but this does not include capital

punishment for murder. If the New Testament gave

replacement for the standard of Genesis 9:6, then the

Genesis command would no longer be valid. But

since it does not, the dispensational teaching

concerning the end of the law is irrelevant to Genesis
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9:6, and the principle of that verse apparently still
applies today. (Biblical Answers to Contemporary
Issues, 30).

The antagonism toward capital punishment:

Opponents of capital punishment may be well intentioned but are
misinformed and mistaken. Their abolitionist attitude is based on a
number of erroneous perspectives in conflict with biblical revelation.

V-

An insensitivity toward the image of God.

A murderer destroys someone in God'’s image. In God's estimate,
the worth of an individual is so great that anyone who tampers with
his sacred right to live forfeits his own life. Not the humanist who
would save the life of the murderer but the biblicist who would opt
for capital punishment has the highest regard for human life.

An ignorance of the Word of God.

Biblical revelation clearly calls for the execution of criminals guilty of
capital crimes. We dare not change God's Word to fit our human
sensitivity. For example, David Hoekema argues strongly for the
abolition of capital punishment, concluding that “There are
compelling reasons not to entrust the power to decide who shall die
to the persons and procedures that constitute our judicial system”
(“Capital Punishment: The Question of Justification,” The Christian
Century, March 21, 1979, Vol. 96, No. 10, 342).

How can a professor at a Christian institution dismiss Romans 13:4
which declares precisely what he denies, that government has the
right and duty to take the life of the criminal?

An indifference to the glory of God.

Whatever God does, allows, or commands will ultimately bring glory
to Himself. Whether we understand God's rationale or not, we bow
to His omnipotent will and thus uphold His glory and honar.

As a holy God He is outraged by sin. As a just God He has
decreed punishment for sin. As a gracious and merciful God, He
can forgive sin through Jesus Christ, but man, nonetheless, will
suffer the temporal consequences of sin. Murder is an attack on
the holiness of God. God desires fair punishment of the murderer
by human government which He ordained. He desires vindication
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and not vindictiveness. When legal authorities acquiesce to God's
command they bring glory to God.

| am currently corresponding with an individual incarcerated in a penitentiary in another
state. His crimes are many, including manslaughter. Through a prison ministry he
trusted in Christ as Savior. With his spiritual eyes opened, he knows he deserves
death. He is aware of the enormity of his sin but deeply grateful for the forgiveness in
Jesus Christ. Because of legal leniency, he looks forward to parole after eight years.
He desires to serve the Lord the rest of his life but he would have been prepared to
meet Him sooner, had the state demanded the extreme penalty. My friend has learned
something that many fail to understand: God can forgive sin, but He cannot justify sin.
God demands capital punishment for capital crimes.

Written for the Baptist
Bulletin, Nov. and Dec. 2001



&) Biblical Principles on Capital Punishment

1. The preservation of life, DEMONSTRATION OF W
Genests -2, GOD'S CARE
2. 'The protection of the DISTANCING OF THE
murderer, (Geness 4. MURDERER FROM SOCIETY
3. The prelude to capital THE DELUGE UPON THE \
punishment, Genests 6. WICKED

@ ¢ Thepunishment for DIRECTIONS FOR CAPITAL
murder, Genests 9. PUNISHMENT
5, The prohibition of DENUNCIATION OF WILFUL
murder, Exodus 20. KILLING
6. The permission o DISCHARGING OF DIVINE
government, Romans 13. RESPONSIBILITY
7. The presence of the King, DISPATCHING OF ALL
Revelation 19. UNBELIEVERS
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& Arguments Against Capital Punishment

1. The Social Argument:

Capital punishment does not restrain crime.

2. The Penal Argument:

Capital punishment does not rehabilitate the criminal.

3. The Llegal Argument:

Capital punishment does not render justice.

4. The Constitutional Argument:

Capital punishment does not respect the US Constitution.

5. The Moral Argument:

Capital punishment does not reflect love.

6. The Humanist Argument:

Capital punishment does not rectify evil.

7. The Spiritual Argument:

Capital punishment does not rescue the sinner from hell.

8. The Digpensational Argument:

Capital punishment does not realize the New Testament ethic.

MKOBER
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Letter in response to DMR editorial, Fri., Dec. 21, 2007, 20A
"Let's make it a trend: Abolish death penalty"

Des Moines Register
Letters to the Edito

Dear Sirs:

In your editorial you suggested that the, 36 states which have the death penalty on their books should abolish it. In your
lengthy column you proffer all the various reasons why capital punishment should be universally abolished. Permit me to
point out just three of the fallacious reasons in your edtiorial

For one, you suggest that capital punishment is barbaric. In fact, capital punishment is biblical. God places such high
value on human life that a murderer, who takes the life of a person who is made in the image of God, forfeits his life. God
introducted capital punishment in the days of Noah, asserting that "whosoever sheddes man's blood, by man shall his
blood by shed" (Genesis 9:6). The same divine injunction is repeated by the Apostle Paul in Romans 13:4, noting that the
govermment which is to protects its citizens agains evil doers does not carry the sword of capital punishment in vain.

Secondly, you insist that capital punishment "is not a proven deterrent.” Well, all sorts of statistics to the contrary could be
marshalled. Did your editorial writer miss the article in the Nov. 18 issue of the New York Times entitled, "Does Death
Penalty Save Lives? A New Debate"? The article refers to a dozen recent studies which show that "executioons save
lives. For each inmate put fo death. . . 3 to 18 murders are prevented." Mocan, an economist at Lousiana State

~ University, who is personally opposed to capital punishment, shows in his study that each execution saves five lives.
Would the editors of the Register rather have five innocent individuals perish so that the life of a criminal guilty of heinous
crimes would be spared?

Finally, you deplore the fact that capital punishment is revenge. Capital punishment, like any other punishment meted out
by government, is not revenge but retribution. There actually are some crimes so revolting that capital punishment is
called for. This is not murder (as you suggest) but the putting to death of an inidvidual who deserves this ultimate
punishmentl In this case the death penalty removes a murderer who has forfeited his life and at the same time deters at
least five further murders. There is nothing barbaric or uncivilized about that. -

Manfred E. Kober, Th.D.
308 Second St. SE
Bondurant, |A 50035

Home phone 515-967-4618
Office phone 515-270-2080
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The Des Moines Register GC

[n a Jan. 28 letter to the
editor, Patti Brown ar-
gues for the abolition of
the death penalty on the
grounds that “there simply
is no remedy for the execu-
tion of someone who may
be innocent.” As secretary
of lowans Against the
Death Penalty, she feels
that the execution of one
innocent man is enough
reason to abrogate capital
punishment. Brown and

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

her organization overlook
several factors.

With modermn DNA test-
ing, a criminal’s guilt can
normally be established
beyond the shadow of
any doubt. Few convicted
criminals are ever execut-
ed. As of 2007, some 1,099
individuals have been ex-
ecuted since the Supreme
Court reinstituted capital
punishment in 1977. There
is no consensus among the

experts that any of them
were innocent.

That mistakes will be
made by fallible human
beings in the application of
the death penalty does not
argue for the doing away of
it. Doctors make fatal mis-
takes and so do politicians,
but these mistakes are not
a good reason for doing
away with the practice of
medicine or government.

A desire to abolish the

Several reasons to keep the death penalty

death penalty shows a
low view of the will of the
Crealor. He commanded
that a murderer be put to
death (Genesis 9:6), and it
fails to acknowledge that
capital punishment serves
as a deterrent. Finally, it
minimizes the wickedness
of criminals who deserve
to pay the ultimate penalty

for their heinous crimes.
— Manfred Kober,
Bondurant

pA

Letter to the Edilor

esponse to "Fallible system shouldn't include death penalty*
MRegister Jan. 28, 2008 P.6A

Dear Editors of the Des Moines Register,

In a January 28 letter to the editor of the Register Patti Brown argues for the abalition of the death penalty on the grounds
that "there is simply no remedy for the execution of someone who may be innocent. As secretary of lowans Against the
Death Penalty, she feels that the execution of ore innocent man is enough reason to abrogate capital punishment. Ms
Brown and her organization averlook several factors. '

For one, with modern DNA testing, a criminal’s guilt can normally be established beyond the shadow of any doubt. Few of
the convicted criminals are ever executed. As of 2007, some 1099 individuals have been executed since the Supreme
Court reinstituted capital punishment in 1977. There is no consensus among the experts that any of them were innocent.
Furthermore, the American judicial system is exiremely lenient as seen by the fact that the average prison time served by
a convicted murderer is 5 years and 11 months.

The fact that mistakes will be made by fallible human beings in the application of the death penalty does not argue ftor the

doing away with it. ‘Doclors make fatal mistakes, and so do politicians, but theses mistakes are not good reason for doing
away with the practice of medicine or government.

It seems that Ms, Brown would eliminate capital punishrment even in a case where the murderer, like Gary Gilmore, freely
admits his guilt and asks to die. A desire to abalish the death penalty indicates three things. It shows a low view of the will
of the creator-God. He commanded that a murderer be put to death (Genesis 9:6). Further, it is fails to acknowledge that
captial punishment serves as a warning and deterrent. Studies demonstrate that each execution saves about 10 innocent
lives. Finally, it minimizes the wickedness of criminals who deserve to pay the ultimate penalty for their heinous crimes. |f
Timothy McVeigh, the Oklahoma City bomber, who sent 168 innocent individuals to their horrible deaths, should not have
been executed, who should be? '

Dr. Manfred Kaober
.éoa Second St. S. E.
ondurant, |1A 50035

Phones; Home 967-4619
Otfice 270-2080
Cell 707-0071
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. GOD’S HAND IN HISTORY:
THE UNTOLD STORY OF THE COLLAPSE OF COMMUNISM

In this age filled with turmoil, terrorism and tragedies, many Americans are fearful about
their own destiny, that of their country and the world. Instead of facing the future with
fear and doubt, the believer should face the future with fortitude and confidence.
Though it might not seem that way at times, God is very much in control of the course of
human history, as He is of our personal destiny.

One of the most splendid proofs for God's sovereignty in human affairs is afforded by
the dramatic disintegration of world Communism. The sudden and unanticipated
liberation of millions of enslaved people serves as a vivid illustration of the ability of God
to reverse totally and suddenly a most dreadful situation as He worked out His
sovereign plan and that, apparently, in response to fervent prayers. The dramatic and
complete collapse of Communism serves as an illustration of God's firm control of world
events. Be the human condition or world situation ever so bleak or desperate, God is
able to reverse a seemingly hopeless situation at any time He so chooses. God is
concerned what transpires in our life and nation and is competent to act. This allows us
to have faith in the future. The untold story of the collapse of Communism fortifies that
faith.

. 1A.  The Dreadful Erection of the Iron Curtain f

In the aftermath of World War Il, the Soviet Union, an ally of the A
United States during the war, became a major world power. lts

military enslavement of Eastern Europe resulted in the formation
of a monstrous empire with the aim of exploiting its satellites for
slave labor.

|
The oppressive Communist regime of Stalin !
continued the state terrorism of Lenin and made an [ o)
effort to eradicate all opposition. Whole nationalities L
such as the Kazakhs, Kulaks and Tartars were -
eliminated. Under Khrushchev, 10 million Ukrainians died of
starvation when their fields were burned. Scattered over the vast
country were concentration camps, penal institutions and psychiatric
hospitals for that vast segment of the population
considered to be enemies of the State. Avraham
Shifrin, who was incarcerated in a number of these
penal institutions, wrote an important volume, The
First Guidebook to Prisons and Concentration Camps
of the Soviet Union, demonstrating that there were
over 2,000 concentration camps. At one time or another, some
65 million Soviet citizens suffered in these camps. Alexandr
Solzhenitsyn wrote from personal experience and prodigious

Alexandr Solzhenitsyn



. research about his experiences in his acclaimed work on penal camps. His

horrifying three-volume Gulag Archipelago became an immediate best-seller.
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Internally, Khrushchev and his successor Brezhnev repressed any form of
dissent. Outwardly they expanded the Communist empire to ever more countries,
especially the African continent. Many of us remember the adage concerning
Khrushchev: “Khrushchev is a man of peace, this we all recall; a piece of this
and a piece of that, until he has it all!” We further recall his shoe-banging temper
tantrums in the United Nations and his threats against the United States of
America, vowing that our grandchildren would live under Communism.

. In the Soviet satellites the puppet regimes, all under the thumb of the slave
. masters in the Kremlin, made sure that the disenchanted citizens were unable to



leave their “worker’s paradise.” To prevent the
escape of citizens from the Communist to free nations,
Soviet puppet regimes began building around 1949 a
formidable barrier, extending between slave and free
nations. This border, some 2,500 miles in length,
dubbed by Winston Churchill the Iron Curtain, was
deadliest between East and West Germany.

The city of Berlin provided the only escape route for
East German citizens as they walked from the eastern
part of the city, under Russian control, to the western
part of the city, occupied by American, French and

British forces. In 1961, because of ever more

repressive measures of the Communist regime, a

veritable flood of escapees, numbering 2,500 per day, voted with their feet for
freedom. To stop this hemorrhaging to West Berlin, an island of freedom located
inside a Communist sea, the so-called German Democratic Republic (Deutsche
Demokratische Republik) began building the infamous Berlin Wall. The
construction of this barrier effectively closed off the last escape valve from this

Communist prison.

EAST GERMANY'S BORDER BARRIERS
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Y far the most visible and redoubtable monument to

the cold war remains the §40-mile barricade of barbed
wire, minefields, watchtowers and armed police that has
constituted the frontier between divided Germany for two
decades. In spite of the political détente that is expecled
1o arise from the recent stale ireaty signed by the Federal
Republic of Germany and the German Democratic Re-
public, East German authorities are reinforcing the dead-
ly barrier. In recent months, for example, workmen have
been methodically replacing the barbed wire fences with
new gratings; their mesh is too fine to climh

Such grim improvements in the barrier are clearly de-
signed Lo discourage East Germans. 871 ol whom escaped
last year, from interpreting détente as a license to flee 1o
the West. Other recent innovations will relieve East Ger-
man border guards ol any problem of conscience they
might have_ Although guards are under orders to shoot to
kill would-be escapees on sight. some have apparently
looked the other way or deliberately avoided hitting their

compalriots. The East Germans have now equipped sec-
tions of the barrier with automatic self-firing weapons.
mounled on three levels so that anyone seeking to jump
the fence will trigger a shower of bullets.

Where there are no sell-firing weapons. second and
third fences have been laid behind the frontier barrier
with buried mines and a deep concrete-plated ditch be-
tween them. This type of fortification is intended 1o pre-
vent a favorite escape maneuver: crashing through the
barricade with a heavy car. Along certain sections of the
border, the [ences [arthest away from the frontier are
how equipped with elecirified barbed wire that, when
touched, alerts nearby border-control posts by optical and
acoustical signals. Floodlights along populated sections
of the frontier have long afforded West Germans a per-
manent panorama ol escape attempts. Although such at-
tempts have become suicidal, they are expecied 1o con-
tinue. From now on. however. the new double barricades
will help hide the spectacle [rom Western eyes

TIME, JAHUARY 22, 1973




The Deadly Efficiency of the Formidable Barrier

In subsequent years the Berlin Wall, as well as the 800-mile-long barrier between
East and West Germany, were fortified more and more. Despite this deadly
barrier, desperate individuals still attempted to escape their Communist slave
masters. Many times their valiant efforts resulted in death. At least 380
individuals lost their lives in this fashion, either along the 35-mile barrier
separating East and West Berlin or the 840-mile-long border, like an ugly scar
disfiguring the German countryside.

In Berlin, the crude wall initially constructed of concrete blocks was replaced with
a 10-foot-high wall comprised of concrete slabs and crowned with a round pipe,
effectively preventing a hand-hold for anyone attempting to scale the wall. In fact,
a second parallel wall, some 100 yards inside East Berlin, made it impossible for
anyone to approach the westernmost wall. Individuals found within the space
between the two walls, an area brightly illuminated at night, would be shot by
ruthless border guards.

As noted earlier, West Berlin was an
island of freedom surrounded by a
Communist sea. Berlin was actually
located 118 miles eastward of the
border separating West from East &
Germany. The wall separated the ¢ Y
two parts of the city itself, but the ‘et perln |
rest of the free city of West Berlin Sl ¥
was also surrounded by formidable
fortifications comprised of fences,
mine fields and watch towers.

The formidable barrier separating the
two parts of the country became ever
more impenetrable, expanded to a
three-mile-wide no-man's land
protected with fences, dog runs,
watch towers, bunkers, booby traps
and mine fields. On the actual
border fence for extensive stretches,
automatic self-shooting weapons
were installed at head level, belly
level and leg level.

The most closely guarded points along the border were the crossing points from
West to East Germany for automobiles and trains, three of each. Regular visitors
to East Germany, like this writer, could observe the increasingly deadly nature of
the border fortifications, making any escape attempt a suicidal venture. Virtually
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the only East Germans permitted to visit the free western part or Federal

. Republic of Germany, were citizens who had reached the coveted retirement age,
which was 60 for women and 65 for men. They were readily granted visas to
visit friend or relatives for three weeks. All the young people, longing for a taste
of freedom, had figured out how many years, months and weeks were left until
they could make their first trip to free West Germany, a place they only knew
from television programs.

Once the state had exacted from its serfs the labor deemed due them, the people

could leave, though many, broken in body and spirit, were unable to enjoy their
few weeks of freedom.
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The Dramatic Exodus of East Germans to the West

In the summer of 1989, while the German Democratic Republic was preparing to
celebrate its 40" anniversary, the Communist government of Hungary did
something that altered the status quo in Europe in a dramatic way. Having
always imposed less stringent

travel restrictions on its
citizens than did other
countries in the Communist
camp, the Hungarian :

government decided, much to EAST GERMANY
the horror of its Communist a4
neighbors, to remove the
border posts and barbed wire : E

fences on their western 7B ks (P
border to Austria. As the 43 S *5;1- ; :
Austrian television news : ¥ Yr T
filmed, the brave Hungarians :‘3: ? -*"&' 1? m#{_‘:{f :i 13:‘:‘?’?“
removed the hated barrier SR RIRER L N ‘ww: ':o'{;;?a‘ - tE
with wire cutters. As the e el B e o Y g -
amazing events unfolded on R e e N 1
West German television, East ;f':_-*:»}&f{;i_‘i;_w- : M‘&Mé
German young people :

immediately began a virtual

migration southward. The East German young people were suddenly overcome
with an inordinate desire to vacation in Hungary. Obtaining a tourist visa from
their government, they started a mass migration to the Hungarian/Austrian border.
Who can blame them for making a break for freedom?

Driving mostly their diminutive Trabant cars, (known as the “car of the
philosopher. . .because you think you have a car”), they drove directly to the
opening in the Austrian/Hungarian border and leaving their precious cars, for
which the average waiting time had been fifteen years, they walked to freedom in
Austria. Even as the
T : = b Hungarian side of the border
7 W‘g‘ | became the world's largest
Bacll it SOVIET parking lot, East German
gonn  JeasT Wi i young people were given
: quick and safe passage

through Austria on their way
to West Germany. Within
: hours, many were in the free

i part of Berlin just hundreds of
e | yards away from their vacant
apartments in the eastern part
of the city.

Heiugees stream into Austria



During that fateful summer of 1989, thousands of Germans, mostly well educated
young people and professionals, made this trek to freedom. Sometimes the

consequences for East
Germany were catastrophic.
This writer's nephew, just
beginning his medical studies,
was called upon to work in a
hospital where, rightly or
wrongly, every doctor and nurse
had opted for freedom.

The German government was
enraged because of Hungary’'s
unilateral decision. Hungary, in
turn, refused to close the border
to Austria but instead sealed its
border with Czechoslovakia.
The East German government
also sealed its southern border
with Czechoslovakia, thus
trapping tens of thousands of
East Germans within
Czechoslovakia. They could
not return to their homes in East
Germany, nor could they
continue to Hungary and thence
to freedom. The western news
media portrayed their desperate
plight. By the thousands they
attempted to scale the fence at

Die deutsche Wiedervereinigung

the West German embassy in Prague while frustrated Czech policemen tried to
hold them back. Soon the number of refugees exceeded five thousand, with

standing room only in a small area, the
torrential rains turning the embassy
grounds into a muddy mess.

With world attention on the heart-
wrenching scenes in Prague and East
Germany desperately trying to save its
face as its 40-year anniversary
festivities were approaching, the East
German government sent so-called
“freedom trains” to Prague, which
transported the refugees to West
Germany.

Waves of East German
refugees toast freedom
- as Hungary opens gates
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OMEMEER WHEN YoU ZAID YD Y
q DR Me IF We YERE Te LAST Tho

FeorLe LEFT IN EAST GERMANY..2

Rather than selecting the shortest
Well,.2

route, the devious East German
officials insisted that the trains go
through Eastern Germany, with
secret police boarding the trains
to confiscate everyone's passport
and identification papers. Thanks
to the presence of West German
government officials on the trains,
brutal acts by the Communist
bullies were kept to a minimum.
As the trains slowed down in
major East German cities,
numerous alert young people
climbed aboard, making for
considerably crowded and
unsanitary conditions. After an agonizingly slow ride of 24 hours, the trains
arrived in Hof, West Germany, where thousands of West Germans welcomed
their brothers and sisters from the east, showering them with food and drink, of
which they had been deprived for days.

As soon as the first freedom trains left Prague,
thousands of other individuals sought refuge in the
West German embassy. Thus other freedom trains
were dispatched to take another 5,000 refugees to
West Germany. As the train slowed down again in
cities such as Dresden and Chemnitz, and
individuals were anxious to climb aboard as at the
first time, Communist police were waiting for them
and beat them mercilessly to the ground. Large
puddles of blood on the frain platform testified to the
brutality of the Communist goons against individuals
whose only crime was the desire to be free.

[ T

the olitta
the cgﬂz. and fled to

When the last freedom ‘West Germany..

train crossed the border
into West Germany, the
Iron Curtain seemed to
close permanently. The
Communist dictator Erich
Honecker defiantly

. declared that the Berlin

: l-'.‘H‘.l-MIH ELUCKOVICH - ATLANTA CONSTITUTION



Wall would stand for another hundred years. Little did he know that God would
. soon intervene in a marvelous way and secure freedom for millions of oppressed
people.

4A. The Dedicated Evangelicals at Prayer

With the 40" anniversary of the East German dictatorship approaching, and no
hope in sight for an end to the Communist regime, despite the temporary exodus
of tens of thousands of their countrymen, evangelical Lutheran young people
gathered at the impressive St. Nikolaikirche in Leipzig, the church where Johann
Sebastian Bach was organist in the 18" century. Every Monday night they came
together for a prayer vigil, asking God for a change of government. Then with lit
candles they solemnly walked around the inner ring of Leipzig. Returning to the
church, they vowed to return for prayer the following _

Monday, if God had not yet granted their request. '
As the young people gathered each Monday, their
numbers swelled, so that they also occupied the
neighboring St. Thomaskirche, with loudspeakers
communicating the announcements and prayer
service to the multitude in the square between the
churches.

In numerous other cities throughout the country,
individual prayer vigils were held. What started as
an effort by evangelical Lutheran students and
pastors soon encompassed a large segment of the
population. This writer's brother was a pastor in
Stollberg at the time, leading the people in his city i

a prayer vigil. According to his parishioners, when &
he spoke, virtually the entire town gathered inside
and outside the Lutheran church. Some of the folk:
reported to this writer that the thousands of listener
were so attentive that one could hear a pin drop.

Each Monday vast numbers of citizens met for

other but many wondered how their government
would respond to their ever-swelling numbers.

5A. The Desperate Effort of the East German Government

The many thousands gathered for prayer vigil each Monday knew it was only a
matter of lime before the government would respond with force to this peaceful
challenge. This writer was in the heart of Leipzig in July of 1989. As my family
and | were waiting for my brother to finish a business matter, we watched the
. busy pedestrian traffic, noticing that virtually every other person who passed was



a Russian soldier, German soldier or policeman. When we related our
observations 1o our Leipzig friends over Kaffee und Kuchen, they assured us that
the civilian individuals were probably plainclothes policemen. There was great
tension in the air. Everyone felt that something dreadful was about to happen.

The Monday night vigils continued and an ever-increasing number of peaceful
protesters from all over East Germany traveled to Leipzig Monday night. As the
first Monday of October approached, reliable reports suggested that in Berlin
directives had been given to the German and Russian army and police to end the
vigils once and for all by shooting the protesters. Further, it was known that
thousands of wooden coffins had been shipped into the city. All meat lockers
had been emptied to make room for the anticipated human corpses. As the
masses from throughout the country emerged from the bus and train stations that
afternoon, they noticed that along every street leading to the two churches in the
center of town, military personnel were stationed. Tanks and troop transport
vehicles then moved in on the center of Leipzig where, by some accounts,
50,000 individuals had gathered for prayer. German and Russian police and
soldiers, as well as paratroopers, formed a tight cordon around the calm crowd.
Most individuals packed into the churches and town square, assumed that when
they finished their prayers and began
their weekly march with lit candles
around the inner city ring, they would

sensed that few might leave the Clty
alive that night. After all, they had :
heard what the Red Chinese had done }
just a few weeks earlier to the peaceful S
protesters at Tiananmen Square in %
Peking.

While thousands of individuals prayed, /g "o
something occurred for which no one NS
has found an adequate explanation.
Someone in Leipzig countermanded
the directive from Berlin to shoot to kill.
It is unclear who it was that disobeyed
the deadly directive. As the
worshipers lit their candles lo face
those who placed a military noose
around them, they noticed their
executioners had vanished. The
military vehicles had been removed.
They were free to go on their
accustomed circular walk, and then
they returned to their homes. The following morning they heard the good news
that their prayers of the previous evening, indeed the prayers over the months
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and years, had been answered. During
the night their dictator, Erich Honecker,
had been replaced. Egon Kreuz, a far
less brutal apparatshik, was put in his
place. A sovereign God in heaven
granted them their fervent request. Little
; : By . did anyone know how soon and how
edep ey CERRNrGE spectacularly total freedom would come
— — = for them.

The Delightful Explosion of Freedom

With the exodus of many thousands of individuals to West Germany by way of
Hungary and the freedom trains in the summer of 1989, the desire for the
freedom to travel outside the Communist camp became ever greater. The
government, always anxious to stay in control, deliberated over how to release
the accumulated pressure from a veritable pressure cooker. To counter the
unrest among the populace, the government reached a decision to ease travel
restrictions. On the evening of November 9, 1989, the government spokesman
and member of the Politburo, Glinter Schabowski, spoke in a live broadcast
international news conference about the decision of the GDR government that
day, to allow free travel for East German citizens. “We have decided today to
implement a regulation that allows every citizen of the German Demaocratic
Republic to leave the GDR through any of the border crossings.” When
Schabowski was asked how soon this would go into effect and whether a
passport would be needed, he laconically read from the official paper:

Applications for travel abroad by private individuals can now be
made without the previously existing requirements (of
demonstrating a need to travel or proving familial relationships).
The travel authorizations will be issued within a short time.

Grounds for denial will only be applied in particular exceptional
cases. The responsible departments of passport and registration
control in the People’s Police district offices in the GDR are
instructed to issue visas for permanent exit without delays and
without presentation of the existing requirements for permanent exit
(Cold War International History Project Bulletin, Issue 12/13, 157).

Schabowski had providentially misunderstood the Politburo decision which
stipulated that the law would go into effect the following morning, but citizens still
had to secure an exit permit at the local police station.

East German citizens heard him say that the law went into effect immediately
and failed to realize that an official exit visa would still be required. And so it was
that tens of thousands of people immediately went to the Berlin Wall, where
border guards had no knowledge of the new decree. Frantically, they called their
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. German commander, who could not be reached. Likewise, the Russian official in

charge of East Berlin was unreachable because of a malfunctioning car phone.
Vastly outnumbered by the thousands approaching the three checkpoints in the
wall, the border police was told by a lower ranking official to step aside. Border
barriers were removed, the crowd surged through to freedom, scaling the wall
and commencing a tearful victory celebration. The dramatic scenes will be
etched in the memory of anyone old enough to remember. Thus on that fateful
November 9, without a shot being fired, without any blood being shed, the wall
crumbled.

Gunter Schabowski is credited with accidentally beginning the destruction of the
GDR border system. It should be noted that Schabowski remains the only high-
ranking GDR official to renounce his country’s Lemnzst—slyle Socsallsm as fatally
flawed. He deeply regretted his own actions: -

What upsets me the most is that | was an
accountable representative of a system under
which people suffered, also under which
repression was aimed at individuals, who
were persecuted because of their
oppositional stance. Their position was the
right one. My position was the wrong one.
We were not capable of democracy, but

. rather tried in the absence of better
arguments to get rid of the other opinion with
direct violence (http://www.reference.com/browse/wiki/G%C3%BCnter
Schabowski. Information accessed 12/16/2006)

God's Haml in History:
The Collapse of Communism
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The Divine Evidence in the Demise of Communism

Little did President Ronald Reagan know of the ensuing dramatic
developments when he viewed the Berlin Wall and threw out this
challenge, “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!” He is credited

by many to have started the steam roller that weakened the Soviet
system and did not end until German reunification on October 3,
1990. By steadily strengthening the military might of the United
States, he forced the Soviel state to spend itself into bankruptcy.

Ronald Reagan, Ginter Schabowski, the Hungarian
government, millions of praying Christians around the
world and thousands of East German young people in
their Monday night prayer vigils all were God's
providential means to accomplish something that
seemed impossible: the destruction of Communism
and the resulting freedom for untold millions of
enslaved individuals. Who would have imagined early
in 1989 that by year's end the wall would be gone?
Erich Honecker intoned in January 1989 that the wall
would “stand for another 50, or even 100 years!" He
was totally oblivious to God'’s sovereign working. Many
believers in Iron Curtain countries, indeed Christians around the world, prayed for
freedom for those enslaved by Communism. After 40 years God graciously and
sovereignly answered their prayers.

1911-2004

Believers in America have prayed for decades that God would change the
spiritual and moral decline of their beloved country. America began as a
Christian nation. Its foundations have been undermined by theological and
political liberalism, by secularism, nihilism and paganism, as well as hosts of
other isms. Is it too late for America? Not at all. We are commanded to pray for
our nation and its leaders (1 Tim. 3:1-2), just as Israel was asked to pray for
God's help. The direct precept of Second Chronicles 7:14 is to pray. The divine
promise is that God would hear. If God is well-pleased, He can answer our
prayers for the United States just as suddenly and dramatically as He did in
behalf of those living in Communist regimes. Let us pray for His intervention in
our nation’s moral and political decline, as we trust Him for His daily interposition
in our own lives.
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