











THE THEOLOGY OF JESUS
OR

WHAT JESUS BELIEVED

INTRODUCTION

While | was a student at Baptist Bible Seminary in Johnson City, New York, | took an elective course called
“The Theology of Jesus.” The instructor was Robert Lightner, who had just earned his Th.M. at Dallas
Theological Seminary. He taught at BBS from the fall of 1959 to the spring of 1962, then returned to DTS
for his doctoral work. After that, he taught five more years at BBS before becoming an instructor at DTS.
Dr. Lightner continued his professorship there until his retirement in 2015.

He and | became good friends through the years and | would see him during my yearly attendance at the
Pre-Trib Seminar at a hotel at the Dallas-Fort Worth Airport.

As | sat in Dr. Lightner’s class in the fall of 1960, | was impressed with the
instructor’s teaching method and the well-organized material, including a detailed
alliterated outline. Above all, | was blessed by the subject matter, the teachings of
the Lord Jesus Christ. It was Biblical Theology at its finest. We learned in detail what
Jesus taught as the Master Teacher. These truths taught by our Savior are important
truths for us to believe, who call ourselves Christians.

Through the years | have contemplated teaching a course on the beliefs and teachings of Jesus. Because |
could not locate my class notes from Bible college days for a reference, | called Dr. Lightner for help.
Interestingly, my friend Bob did not even remember having taught a class on that topic. He searched his
files and was unable to find any materials on the Theology of Jesus. After he passed away in 2018, his
wife Pearl graciously continued the search for his materials, but without success.

As | was preparing my materials for our Laymen’s Doctrine Seminar, | came across a series of outline
studies of a class taught by Dr. Charles Ryrie in 2013 at First Baptist Church, his home church in Dallas,
entitled “What Jesus Believed. . " | have found his lucid outlines comments very helpful for my
preparations. | recall Dr. Ryrie telling me in a phone conversation years ago, when he was 89 years old,
that he was teaching a class at his church. | asked him whether the class was well attended. He
answered, in his humble way, “Oh, about 170"

1A. The Prerequisites for a Study of the theology of Jesus

A viable analysis of the attempts to study the beliefs and teachings of Jesus is found in an article
entitled “Articulating a Theology of Jesus” by Jonathan R. Pratt. He notes that such a study
requires attention and involvement and also certain virtues. These he lists as following:

1b. A need for courage

Courage is needed to face potential ridicule that may come from the academic
community. Few theologians consider themselves as conservatives who believe in the
inerrancy of Scripture and the truthful biblical record about the person, work and words
of Christ.



2A.

2b.

3b.

A need for love

The student must have a love for our Savior that compels him to pursue a knowledge of
Christ’s person and teachings. There must be an emphasis upon loving and learning from
Christ, since Peter confessed that Christ alone has “the words of eternal life” (John 6:68).
Without Christ there would be no gospels and, in fact, no other New Testament books.

A need for diligence

The need for a diligent study of the beliefs and teachings of Christ demands a detailed
and comprehensive investigation of the subject matter. Some scholars still question the
historical existence of Jesus and many cast doubt on the biblical record concerning the
Savior, the believer diligently and trustingly studies the gospel records concerning the
only individual on whom the eternal destiny of each individual depends.

The Procedure of the Study

1b.

2b.

The definition of Biblical Theology

Biblical Theology has been defined as “that branch of theological science which deals
systematically with the historically conditioned progress of the self-revelation of God as
deposited in the Bible” (Charles C. Ryrie, Biblical Theology of the New Testament, 12e).
Biblical Theology is thus seen to be related to Systematic Theology in that both branches
of theological science are based on the Bible and are systematic in methodology. Biblical
Theology differs, however, from Systematic Theology in other respects. While Systematic
Theology looks at the Bible as a complete revelation and while its perspective is that of
today, Biblical Theology is limited to the distinctive perspective of a specific period or
author, seeing that part of God’s revelation in its historical circumstance.

The study is an exercise in Biblical Theology

In our study, we are limiting the source of our information almost exclusively to the four
Gospels. These biographies alone give us the information about the theology of Jesus or
what Jesus believed.

One illustration of the difference between Systematic Theology and Biblical Theology,
the student’s attention is directed to the two diagrams which follow. In Systematic
Theology, the source of information is the entire Bible. Thus, a systematic study of the
Holy Spirit involves any reference to Him from Genesis 1:1 to Revelation 22:17. Then
these passages are arranged in a logical, systematic order. A study of the Holy Spirit
would involve (1) His deity, (2) His personality, (3) His gifts, (4) His ministry in the Old
Testament, today and in the future, etc.

In contrast, our diagram on the Holy Spirit in Biblical Theology limits our source to
Christ’s Upper Room discourse in John 14-16. An outline would thus be based on the
emphasis of the passage as (1) the Spirit as the Author of Scripture, (2) the Spirit in
relation to the believer and (3) the Spirit in relation to the unbeliever.
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THE UNIQUENESS OF THE PERSON OF JESUS CHRIST

1A.

2A.

3A.

4A.

5A.

6A.

By,
His chronological uniqueness

Christ’s incarnation marks the fullness of time. Time is divided into the period “before
Christ” B.C. and “after Christ” A.D. (Anno domini, “In the year of the Lord”).

Gal. 4:4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman,
made under the law.

His prophetic uniqueness

Every Old Testament book anticipates Christ. There are 333 prophecies concerning the
Savior.

Luke 24:26-27 Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory?
# And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures
the things concerning himself.

His incarnational uniqueness

Christ was eternally God but was conceived as a man without a human father and will be
eternally human.

1 Tim. 3:16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the
flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the
world, received up into glory.

His soteriological uniqueness

No individual is saved apart from his trusting Christ as Savior.

Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be saved. (John 14:6)

His spiritual uniqueness
Christ is the only human individual who was totally free of sin.

John 8:29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for | do always
those things that please him.

1 Pet. 2:22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth.
His spatial uniqueness
As God, Christ is present everywhere at the same time. As man, in a human body He is

localized. Presently He is seated at the Father’s right hand (Rev. 3:21) while at the same
time indwelling every believer (Gal. 2:20).
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7A.

8A.

John 3:13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even
the Son of man which is in heaven.

His eschatological uniqueness

The future centers on Christ, who is our Bridegroom and the ruling Monarch in the
Millennium. He is the Judge at the Great White Throne Judgment and the object of
worship in the New Jerusalem for all eternity.

Isa. 9:6-7 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon
his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and peace there
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it
with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will
perform this.

His literary uniqueness

More books have been written about Jesus Christ than any other historical person. The
number of books concerning famous individuals, such as Shakespeare, pale in
comparison to the almost innumerable studies devoted to Christ.

The Gospels only record a fraction of what Christ said and did.

John 20:30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book.

John 21:25 And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be
written everyone, | suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should
be written. Amen.
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The Aniqueness of the Lord Jesug Chrigt
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He is the only One through Whom all things were made.

John 1:3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.

Col. 1:16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible,
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for
him.

He is the only Man whose birth, life, death and exaltation fulfilled hundreds of
prophecies.

Luke 24:44 And he said unto them, These are the words which | spake unto you, while | was yet with you,
that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the
psalms, concerning me.

He is the only Man conceived miraculously, apart from any human father.

Luke 1:35 And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee
shall be called the Son of God.

He is the only Man whose birth triggered a public celebration by multitudes of angels.

Luke 2:13-14 3 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and
saying, * Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

He is the only Man who existed long before His birth.

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

John 8:58 Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, | say unto you, Before Abraham was, | am.

Mic. 5:2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of
thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in israel; whose goings forth have been from of old,

from everlasting.

He is the only Man who never disobeyed God, but always did those things that were
pleasing in His sight, and never committed even one act of sin.

John 8:29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for | do always those things
that please him.

1 Pet. 2:22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:
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He is the only Man who could claim to be equal with God without committing blasphemy.

John 5:18 Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the sabbath,
but said also that God was his Father, making himself equal with God.

He is the only Man who died for sinners as their sin-bearing substitutionary sacrifice.

Isa. 53:5-6 ° But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.
8 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on

him the iniquity of us all.

Matt. 20:28 Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a
ransom for many.

He is the only Man who knows us better than we do ourselves. 1 Cor. 4.5

John 2:24-25 4 But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew a!l men, 25 And
needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man.

Mark 2:7-8 7 Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only?
8 And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, he said
unto them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts?

He is the only Man who is present everywhere at the same time.

John 3:13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son
of man which is in heaven.

He is the only Man who was never in a hurry, never late, and fulfilled all his obligations.

John 2:4 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have | to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come.

John 13:1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should
depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto

the end.
He is the only Man who will return to earth in power and great glory.

Matt. 24:30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of
the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great

glory.
He is the only Man destined to be the world’s King and only Potentate.

Isa. 9:6-7 ¢ For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace.

7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon
his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.
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3A.

6b. He rebukes his contemporaries for ignorance of the Old Testament.

ic. They are foolish and slow of heart for not believing the Bible.
Lk. 24:25-27 hen he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have spoken: 2 Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter
into his glory? ¥ And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them
in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.

2c. Nicodemus should have known (Ezek. 36:25-27)
Jn. 3:10-12 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest
not these things? ** Verily, verily, | say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify
that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness. *If | have told you earthly things,
and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if | tell you of heavenly things?

3c. They read the Old Testament blindly.
Jn. 5:39-40 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are
they which testify of me. *° And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.

4c. The source of all their error is Old Testament ignorance.
Mt. 22:29 Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures,
nor the power of God.
Mk. 12:24 And Jesus answering said unto them, Do ye not therefore err, because ye
know not the scriptures, neither the power of God?

7b. He said the Old Testament is adequate to lead individuals to salvation.

Lk. 16:27-29 Then he said, | pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my
father's house: 2 For | have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come
into this place of torment. * Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let
them hear them.

What Did Christ Say Concerning the New Testament?

Christ placed imprimatur also on the New Testament:

1b. He declared that He left revelation incomplete.
Jn. 13:7 Jesus answered and said unto him, What | do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt
know hereafter.

Jn. 16:12 | have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.

2b. He predicted that this revelation would be complete at a certain time.
Jn. 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew
you things to come.

Jn. 16:25 These things have | spoken unto you in proverbs: but the time cometh, when I shall no
more speak unto you in proverbs, but | shall shew you plainly of the Father.
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1 3 Promised His Return
‘ Acts 1:10-11
1 2 Preached His Resurrection
: Mt. 28:5-6; Lk. 24:4ff
11 Pushed away the Stone from the Tomb
Mt. 28:2 .
1 0 Provided Sustenance after His Testing
Lk. 22:43
o) Prepared to Defend the Savior
Mt. 26:53
8 Proffered Help after His Wilderness Temptation
| Mt. 4:11 '
X 7 |Permitted the Holy Family to Settle in Galilee
A - Mt 2:22
' 6 Proclaimed the Death of Herod

Mt. 2:19-21
5 Protected the Holy Family

‘Mt 2:13
4 Praised the Father at the Incarnation

Lk. 2:13-14 .

3 Prompted Joseph to Take Mary
Mt. 1:20-21
2 Prophesied the Incarnation
Lk. 1:26-38

1 Predicted the Birth of the Forerunner
Lk. 1:11-20

Angels in the Life
and Ministry of Christ

Maafred E. Kober, Th.D, ﬂ}[?{(
S —

1. Their ministry to believers

1d. Christ speaks of angelic joy over an individual’s salvation
Luke’s words in 15:10 show that angels show concern for man'’s
salvation. Likewise, | say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the
angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.

The concern of God for and rejoicing of God over that lost sheep and
lost coin, that is, the lost sinner experiencing salvation, appears to be
shared by the angels.

2d. Christ promises angelic help at the believer’s death
It can be taken as absolute truth that angels take care of believers at
death. In the historical account of the rich man and Lazarus, unique to
Luke, Christ speaks of the angels who carried Lazarus upon his death to
Abraham’s bosom (16:22). It was a common Jewish concept that godly
angels would summon the souls of the chosen and evil angels the souls
of the ungodly.
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CALVIN AND HOBBES

THE DIVISION OF ANGELS:

The Spirit World

W AREA
ﬁlect Angelﬂ
: ” 1 Tim. 5:21
[HOLY ANGELS [ ‘5%, A Towe ]
i Job 38:5-7 \\ Mt. 25:41 » Eph. 6:11-12 -
EviL Angels _ ATemporarity]
DEVIL LS - Rev. 9:1-15; 16:13-14
DEMONS N C‘i:f‘::i ~
~
They are an innumerable company: 2 Peter 2:4 Jude 6

Heb. 12:22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of

angels.

Rev. 5:11 And | beheld, and | heard the voice of many angels round
about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them
was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands.

Revelation 12:4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and
did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which
was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.

If the.number of presently unfallen angels according to Rev. 5:11 is to be
taken literally as approximately 400 million (actually 404 million) and one-
third of the original angels fell with Satan, then the original number of
angels must have been at least 600 million. It appears that presently the
unfallen angels outnumber the demons 2:1.
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v. 9, psychic variations—change of voice.
v. 12, occult transference—entrance into swine.
(Koch, Christian Counseling and Occultism, 226).

From the various cases of demon possession encountered by the Savior, it can be seen
that demon possession means the residing of a demon in a person, periodically or
permanently, controlling and influencing the person’s thought, feeling and action. The
actual expression “demon possession” does not occur in the New Testament but the
Evangelists use the word demonitzi (Luke 8:36), which signifies to be possessed of a
demon, to act under the control of a demon.

Can Christians be demon possessed? It is better to ask whether they can be demonized.
The answer has to be yes. However, it is impossible for believers to be continuously

under demonic control because the indwelling Holy Spirit is more powerful than the
demon spirit.

CAN A CHhRISTIAN BE
OEMON POSSESSED ?

conzwnous complete

concpol
Peter Mt 16:22-23 ’lnvas ion
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Anaunias Acts 5:3 {\ U——L-&eve
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ealb S (\11\19 Man of Gadara Mc 8 ML 5, Lk 8

é{QX‘(\«O Man in the Synagegue Lk 4:33ff
QngeVGQ_, / The only son Lk 9:37
. ”f
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2b. The judgment of demons

ic. Jesus demonstrated their temporary overthrow.
Christ’s ministry in relation to demons demonstrated the omnipotent power of
God over Satan’s own domain. While Jesus’ overthrow of demonic powers
proved that He was the Messiah who had both the right and power to break into
Satan’s domain (Luke 11:22), the casting out of demons itself was performed in

the power of the Spirit.
Luke 11:20 But if | with the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the kingdom of God

is come upon you.

According to Matthew 12, the term “finger of God” is a reference to the Spirit of  _49_
God.






2b.

3b.

the Father and the Holy Spirit. By implication, Satan seemed bent on undermining Christ
as a person and His ministry as the Messiah.

The tempter’s depravity

Christ speaks of Satan as the source of all evil. He is the father of all lies and murder.
John 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him.
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

The tempter’s personality
From the temptation accounts, undoubtedly shared by Christ with His disciples, it is
obvious that Satan is not an evil influence. Satan is an evil personal being, who quotes

Scripture.

Van Oosterzee writes of Satan: “He knows Christ and hates Him. He uses the Scripture
and perverts it; to lead astray is his joy, and lying is his power; God’s word the only
weapon that vanquishes him” (Van Oosterzee, “The Gospel of Luke,” 69).

1c. The Savior’s perfection and impeccability
Satan’s temptations involved an attempt both to subvert Christ’s proper role and
to attack His allegiance to God. All the assaults of Satan were really directed
against Christ’s absolute submission to the Father’s will.

Although Satan tested the perfections of Christ, it was impossible that he would
succeed. Was not the Holy Spirit the agent who had led Christ there? Was not
the fullness of the Spirit the means that protected Him there? Christ not only
would not fail but He could not fail. As Adam fell in Paradise and made it a
wilderness, Christ conquered in a wilderness and made it a paradise.

2c. The Savior’s superiority in defeating Satan

From the Gospel account, it is clear that the Savior saw Satan as a defeated
enemy. In the climax of Matthew’s Gospel, we have the account of Christ casting
out demons and invading Satan’s domain by the power of God.

Mt. 12:24-29 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out
devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils. 2> And Jesus knew their thoughts, and
said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and
every city or house divided against itself shall not stand: 26 And if Satan cast out Satan,
he is divided against himself; how shall then his kingdom stand? # And if | by
Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your children cast them out? therefore they
shall be your judges. 22 But if | cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of
God is come unto you. 2 Or else how can one enter into a strong man's house, and
spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man? and then he will spoil his house.

Another indication of Christ’s superiority is found in the enigmatic statement by
Christ in Luke 10:18. The ultimate doom of Satan and the unquestioned
superiority of Christ is contained in Christ’s words: “I beheld Satan as lightning
fall from heaven.” This passage has been the expositor’s delight as well as the
novice’s despair. While some relate this passage to Christ’s victory over Satan in
the wilderness, or to the ministry of the seventy or to Satan’s future expulsion
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3c.

4c.

from the heavenlies (Rev. 12:7-9), it is best to see it as a reference to Jesus’
victory over Satan in the temptation as well as to His suffering, death and
resurrection and, prophetically, of the final expulsion of Satan from heaven. The
point at issue here seems to be the concept of having fallen, not the time when
it took place. Satan had been cast down from his exalted position. That the
disciples were able to cast out demons is proof of Christ’s complete victory. They
had been given the exousia to oppose the dunamis of Satan (Luke 10:19). As a
result of Christ’s victory, even their authority is greater than that given to Satan
(Luke 4:6).

The Savior’s recognition of Satan as a deceiver

Another name used for the prince of darkness, showing his nature as a deceiver,
is diabolos, the Greek equivalent for the Hebrew satan. It comes from the verb
diaballo, “to spread reports,” “to slander” and means “slanderer,” referring to
the fact that Satan tries to calumniate the devout before God (Job 1, 2), but also
that he deceives men and calumniates God before men.

Interestingly, in the parable of the sower, the Savior employs the word diabolos
for devil in Luke’s Gospel (Luke 8:12).

Luke 8:12-15 Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and
taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved.
13They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and
these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away.

14 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth,
and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to
perfection. *>But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good
heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.

Verse 12 is significant. Jesus refers here to the deceptive nature of Satan when

He warns, “Then cometh the devil and taketh away the word out of their hearts,
lest they should believe and be saved.” By snatching the Word, Satan is evidently
deluding the unsaved into thinking that his substitute plan for salvation is better.

The concluding words of the verse are peculiar to Luke and seem to point in that
direction: “in order that they may not by believing the word be saved.”

The Savior’s superiority over Satan’s schemes
Satan'’s activity is not limited to Christ or to the unbelievers but extends to the

believers as well. Christ’s words to Peter are most revealing.
Luke 22:31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you,
that he may sift you as wheat:

Satan has desired you, mas (you plural), that is, all the disciples and not merely
desired them but exetesato which means “to obtain by asking.” The aorist tense
implies success in the demand. Satan desires to sift and accuse the disciples as
he did Job. G. Campbell Morgan remarks:
In this general statement we have a remarkable revelation of Satan. His
purpose is revealed. It is a tremendous word that “sift you as wheat.” It
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3A.

Mt. 13:19, 39 When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then
cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which
received seed by the way side. 3 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the
end of the world; and the reapers are the angels.

2b. The world
Jn. 15:18-19 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.
191f ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world,
but | have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.

3b. The heart
Mt. 15:19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts,

false witness, blasphemies:

Christ Asserted the Universality of Sin

Mt. 19:17 And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God:
but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.

Lk. 11:13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

Mk. 7:15-16, 18-23 There is nothing from without a man, that entering into him can defile him: but the
things which come out of him, those are they that defile the man. °If any man have ears to hear, let
him hear.

18 And he saith unto them, Are ye so without understanding also? Do ye not perceive, that whatsoever
thing from without entereth into the man, it cannot defile him; ** Because it entereth not into his heart,
but into the belly, and goeth out into the draught, purging all meats? 2° And he said, That which cometh
out of the man, that defileth the man. 2! For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 2 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness,
an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 2 All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.

_THE WIZARD OF 1D

AS SURE AS THE SUN IS
SHINING, THERE IS SOME
GOOD IN ALL MEN.

e

1b. In Mark 7:21,22, Jesus sees internal sins (evil thoughts, coveting, envy, pride) and
external sins (sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, wickedness, deceit, sensuality,
slander, foolishness) as inseparable and that the very core of fallen humanity (“from
within, out of the heart of man;” Mark 7:21).
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2b.

3b.

Jesus commends those who view themselves as sinners

Lk. 18:9-14 And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were
righteous, and despised others: °Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a
Pharisee, and the other a publican. ' The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, 1
thank thee, that | am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this
publican. 12| fast twice in the week, | give tithes of all that | possess. > And the publican,
standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast,
saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. **1 tell you, this man went down to his house justified
rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that
humbleth himself shall be exalted.

The Pharisee, who holds a high view of himself and an optimistic opinion of his own
nature, with his wordy prayer in the temple about his overt piety (Lk. 18:11-12} is
contrasted with the tax collector, who, away from the notice of the crowd (“standing far
off”), offers the postures (he “would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but
smote upon his breast”) in prayer of humble confession (“God, be merciful to me a
sinner!”; Lk. 18:13). The point of the parable told to those who “trusted in themselves
that they were righteous” (Lk. 18:9), is that of self-acknowledging “sinner” (Lk 18:13)
was “justified” (Lk. 18:14) by God and the so-called “righteous” (Lk. 18:9) Pharisee was
not.

Christ indicated that all of humanity desperately needs the Gospel

ic. Christ disclosed that He was sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.
Mt. 15:24 But he answered and said, | am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.

The phrase “lost sheep of the house of Israel” which is probably epexegetical
(the lost sheep which are the house of Israel”) depicts the whole nation. They
are “lost,” either in the sense of needing salvation from sin (Mt. 1:21; cf. Isa. 6:5;
Lk. 15:24; 15:32; 19:10) or in the sense of needing godly leadership (like “sheep
without a shepherd;” Mt. 9:36).

The twelve disciples are sent by Jesus to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel”
(Mt. 10:6).

2c. Christ, in the Great Commission, commanded the Gospel be preached to the
whole world. Before His ascension, Christ commanded that the Gospel be
preached “to all nations” (Mt. 28:19; cf. Acts 1:8) so that God “may bring
salvation to the ends of the earth” (Acts 13:47). It is obvious that the entire
world dwelis in darkness and needs the light of the good news (Mt. 4:16; Lk.
1:79).




4A.

Christ Speaks of the Consequences of Sin

ib.

2b.

3b.

4b.

Sin affects destiny
Mt. 18:11 For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost.

Jn. 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

Lk. 12:10 And whosoever shall speak a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him:
but unto him that blasphemeth against the Holy Ghost it shall not be forgiven

Sin affects the will

Jn. 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him.
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

Lk. 4:18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to
the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives,
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,

Sin affects the body
Jn. 5:14 Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art made
whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.

Jn. 9:3 Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of
God should be made manifest in him.

Sin affects others

Lk. 20:46-47 Beware of the scribes, which desire to walk in long robes, and love greetings in the
markets, and the highest seats in the synagogues, and the chief rooms at feasts; ¥ Which
devour widows' houses, and for a shew make long prayers: the same shall receive greater
damnation.

Lk. 15:20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father
saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. :

The Remedy for Sin

ib.

2b.

3b.

Lk. 19:10, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost”
John 1:29, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”

1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

il ””h
i
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6A.

Jesus Warned Against the Unpardonable Sin

Mt. 12:31-32 Wherefore | say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men:
but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. 32 And whosoever speaketh a
word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it
shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.

Many individuals are troubled by the thought of having committed the unpardonable sin or the
sin against the Holy Spirit. As seen below, this sin could only be committed by the
contemporaries of the Lord Jesus Christ. Nevertheless, the sin of unbelief today cannot be
forgiven unless the individual personally trusts in Christ.

1b. The context of the sin

1c.

2c.

3c.

The preaching of John the Baptist and Christ
Both John and Jesus were preaching the nearness of the Messianic kingdom.
Mt. 3:2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

Mt. 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.

The proclamation of the disciples

The disciples were sent two by two to preach the Gospel of the kingdom as well.
Mt. 10:1 And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power
against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all
manner of disease.

Mt. 10:5 These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the
way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not:

Mt. 10: 7-8 And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.
8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have
received, freely give.

The proffer of the Savior

As John the Baptist was imprisoned, he sent two of his disciples to inquire
whether Jesus was the one whom they should expect. Apparently, his extreme
suffering brought him to a place where he questioned the Messiahship of Jesus.
It is interesting what evidence Jesus gave which the disciples were to report back
to John.

Mt. 11:2-6 Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of
his disciples, 3 And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for
another? % Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again those things
which ye do hear and see: 3 The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers
are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel
preached to them. ® And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.
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3A.

4A.

5A.

Jesus Predicated Salvation on the Individual’s Faith

1b.

2b.

And finally, Christ’s death inaugurated a new covenant for the Church which is in
effect now (1 Cor. 11:25; 2 Cor. 3:6; Gal. 4:21-31) which includes regeneration
and forgiveness of sins.

Four times in Luke’s Gospel we read “thy faith hath saved thee.”

The sinful woman at the home of Simon the leper {Lk. 7:50)
The cure of the woman with a hemorrhage (Lk. 8:48)

One of the ten lepers (Lk. 17:19)

The blind man near Jericho (Lk. 18:42)

In every case, a public expression of gratitude is connected with salvation.

Especially in the Gospel of John, Jesus emphasizes the importance of faith in salvation.
Jn. 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

In. 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son
shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.

Jn. 5:24 Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto
life.

Jesus Preached the Absolute Necessity of Belief in Him for Salvation

1b.

2b.

As seen by His answer to Nicodemus about the new birth which is possible only through
Christ.

Jn. 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, l say unto thee, Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

Jn. 3:18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned
already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

As seen in Christ’s declaration that He is the only way to the Father.
In. 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.

Jesus Posited a Difference Between Christ as Savior and Christ as Lord

1b.

Jesus speaks of salvation in the picture of a banquet. The only requirement is that of
following the invitation and coming.

Lk. 14:16-17 Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and bade many:

17 And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all things are
now ready.
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6A.

7A.

Christ Promised that a Believer upon His Death Will Enter Immediately into Paradise

1b.

2b.

Poor Lazarus is accompanied by the angels to the place of the blessed.
Lk. 16:22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into
Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried.

The thief on the cross believed in his final moments in Christ and was promised to be in
Paradise immediately after his death. He had no good works to show for nor any time to

undergo the ritual of baptism.
Lk. 23:42-43 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.
43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily | say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise.

in his commentary on this passage, John Wesley had this important observation:
“There was ane that none might presume and but one that none might despair.”

Christ Promised the Believer that He Would Be Eternally Secure

1b.

2b.

The Savior’s prayer that He would lose none of His own.

Jn. 17:20,24 Neither pray | for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me
through their word; % Father, | will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where
I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the
foundation of the world.

In John 17, in Christ’s high priestly prayer (the actual “Lord’s Prayer”), Christ prays the
Father that none of His blood-bought believers would be lost but will share in His eternal

glory.

Since the Son knows the will of the Father and always prays according to the Father’s

will, it is guaranteed that the Son’s intercession will be answered.

The Savior’s promise that no believer would ever perish.

Jn. 10:28-29 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any
man pluck them out of my hand. ° My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no
man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.

The Savior’s promises in John 10 are the clearest and strongest proof text for the
believer that once an individual is saved, he cannot ever lose his salvation.

The words of Jesus in John 10 contain a five-fold guarantee of the security of saints.
While it is true that the Greek word for eternal—aionion—means “age-lasting,” neither
the Hebrew nor Greek language have words for eternal. However, eternality can be
clearly expressed by a negative. Christ promises “age-lasting” life. How long will that

last? Undoubtedly, forever, because “they shall never perish.”

A similar guarantee is given by the Lord through the Apostle Paul in the book of Romans,
in A.D. 58, some 26 years after the Savior made His promise in John 20.
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The Sawior’sy Doctrine of Salvatiow in Johw 6
. OR
THE FATHER, THE SON AND THE SINNER:
WHO DOES WHAT FOR MAN AT SALVATION?

1A. What the Father does:

1b.

2b.

3b.

The Father gives certain individuals to the Son.
“All that the father giveth me shall come unto me.” v. 37

The Father desires that all those He gives to the

Son will be preserved.

“And this is the father’s will. . .that of all he has given me,
i should lose nothing.” v. 37

The Father determines who shall be saved by drawing them

to Himself.

“No man can come to me except the father. . .draw him.” v. 44, v. 65
(“As many as were ordained to eternal life believed,” Acts 13:48)

2A. What the Son does:

1b.

2b.

3b.

4b.

5b.

The Son chose those who will be saved in cooperation with the Father,
(Eph. 1:4).

“You have not chosen me, but | have chosen you.” Jn. 15:26

The Son will not reject any given to Him by the Father.
“Him that cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out.” v. 37

The Son will not lose any who belong to Him.
“Of all which he has given unto me, | should lose nothing.” v. 39

The Son will impart to the believer everlasting life.
“Everlasting life, which the son of man shali give unto you.” v. 27

The Son will resurrect every believer.
“I shall. . .raise it up again at the last day.” v. 39
“1 will raise him up at the last day.” v. 44

3A. What the sinner does:

1b.

2b.

3b.

4%,

The sinner is unable to do anything until he.is first drawn to the Father.

“No man can come unto me except the father which sent me draw
him.” v. 44

The sinner must believe on Jesus as Savior.
“l am the bread of life. . .he that believeth on me shall never thirst.” v. 35

The sinner must recognize and believe Jesus for Who He is to obtain

eternal life.
“This is the will of him that sent me, that everyone which seeth the Son,
and believeth on Him, may have everlasting life.” v. 40

The sinner simply believes on Christ and has, from that moment on,

eternal life.
“He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.” v. 47

Manfred E. Kober, Th.D.

27 abour not for the meat
which perisheth, but for that
meat which endureth unto
everlasting life, which the
Son of man shall give unto
you: for him hath God the
Father sealed......3All that
the Father giveth me shall
come to me; and him that
cometh to me | will in no
wise cast out.3® For | came
down from heaven, not to do
mine own will, but the will of
him that sent me.3® And this
is the Father's will which
hath sent me, that of all
which he hath given me |
should lose nothing, but
should raise it up again at the
last day.** And this is the will
of him that sent me, that
every one which seeth the
Son, and believeth on him,
may have everlasting life:
and | will raise him up at the
last day.* The Jews then
murmured at him, because
he said, | am the bread which
came down from

heaven.*2 And they said, Is
not this Jesus, the son of
Joseph, whose father and
mother we know? how is it
then that he saith, | came
down from heaven?* Jesus
therefore answered and said
unto them, Murmur not
among yourselves.**No man
can come to me, except the
Father which hath sent me
draw him: and | will raise him
up at the last day. It is
written in the prophets, And
they shall be all taught of
God. Every man therefore
that hath heard, and hath
learned of the Father,
cometh unto me.*® Not that
any man hath seen the
Father, save he which is of
God, he hath seen the
Father.¥ verily, verily, | say
unto you, He that believeth
on me hath everlastin~ life
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Soteriology 50a

THE SOVEREIGN GOD AND ETERNAL SECURITY
(SIX SUPPORTS FOR THE SINNER'S SECURE SALVATION)

MEMBERS OF | Tug WORK SCRIPTURAL SUPPORT
THE TRINITY
THE THE "... called according to his promise. For whom
FATHER'S he did foreknow, he also did predestinate...
FATHER PLAN Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he
] A also called: and whom he called, them he also
e justified; and whom he justified, them he also
glorified. Romans 8:28b-30 .
THE Who are kept by the power of God through faith
FATHER'S unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last
POWER time. 1 Peter 1:5
THE SON'S Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast
PRAYER given me, be with me where I am; that they
: may behold my glory, which thou hast given
me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation
of the world. John 17:24 (Rom. 8:34)
THE SON'S And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall
PROMISE never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out
of my hand. My father, which gave them me is
greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them
out of my Father's hand. John 10:28-29
‘THE "...ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,
THE HOLY EARNEST which is the eamnest of our inheritance until the
SPIRIT OF THE redemption of the purchased possession, unto the
SPIRIT praise of his glory. Eph. 1;13b-14
\\\,“ “ \,U./..,///
' y THE SEALING And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye
RS BY THE SPIRIT are sealed unto the day of redemption. Eph. 4:30

A

Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of
the Spirit in our hearts. 1 Cor. 1:22
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7. WHAT JESUS TAUGHT ABOUT
PRAYER |

N THE GARDEN.—Drawn by Doré.

THE AGONY I
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2A.

Principles Our Lord Taught Concerning Prayer

1b.

2b.

3b.

Pray with importunity (“troublesome persistence”)

Lk. 11:5-13 And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him at
midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves; ¢ For a friend of mine in his journey is
come to me, and | have nothing to set before him? 7 And he from within shall answer and say,
Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; | cannot rise and
give thee. ®1 say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet
because of his importunity he will rise and give him as many as he needeth. ® And I say unto
you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto
you. °For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that
knocketh it shall be opened. ! If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give
him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? '2Or if he shall ask an egg,
will he offer him a scorpion? 2 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your
children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

In the parable of the friend at midnight, Jesus suggests that importunity gets results in
prayer. Mere repetition and much speaking are not enough (cf. Mt. 6:7) but to continue
coming in faith (Lk. 18:5) is a different thing. As the friend’s request was answered
“because of his importunity” (Lk. 11:8), so persevering prayers will bring results.

Pray always without discouragement

Lk. 18:1-8 And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and
not to faint; 2Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither regarded man:
3 And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine
adversary. * And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within himseif, Though | fear
not God, nor regard man; ° Yet because this widow troubleth me, | will avenge her, lest by her
continual coming she weary me. ® And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith.

7 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear
long with them? 21 tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of
man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?

Pray with humility

Lk. 18:9-14 And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were
righteous, and despised others: 1 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a
Pharisee, and the other a publican. ! The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, 1
thank thee, that | am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this
publican. 2| fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that | possess. > And the publican,
standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast,
saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. 11 tell you, this man went down to his house justified
rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that
humbleth himself shall be exalted.

Notice the two different men, the two different attitudes, the two different prayers and
the two different conceptions of God. The story is told because of the pride of some who
thought they were better than others. The humility of the Publican is accented as the
proper approach to God in prayer, in distinction to the pride of the Pharisees who loved
to make long prayers (Lk. 20:47). The prayer of the Pharisee is, in the words of some
theologians, “the prayerless prayer, that had no need and it was simply an incense
burned before the clayey image of himself.” (Burton, The Gospel, 181).
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4b.

5b.

6b.

7b.

Pray with alertness (sleeplessness)
tk. 21:36 Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all
these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.

Pray with forgiveness in your heart
Lk. 11:4 And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. And lead
us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. (Mt. 6:14-15)

Pray with trust that God will give you good gifts
Mt. 7:11 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more
shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?

Pray with a spirit of thanksgiving

Lk. 10:21-22 In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, 1 thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them
unto babes: even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight. 22 All things are delivered to me
of my Father: and no man knoweth who the Son is, but the Father; and who the Father is, but
the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him.

Christ’s filial prayer breathes the spirit of thanksgiving coupled with the idea of joy. The
idea of thanksgiving is found also in Christ’s blessing of the cup at the Last Supper (Lk.
22:17) and His blessing of the bread before the disciples at Emmaus (Lk. 24:30).
Thanksgiving is an integral part of Christ’s prayers.

3A. Petitions to Pray About

1b.

Examples of petitions for believers

1c. Yourself
Lk 18:13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto
heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.

2c. Others
Lk. 11:6 For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and | have nothing to set
before him?
" 3c, Your enemies

Lk. 6:28 Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you.

4c. Laborers for the harvest
Lk. 10:2 Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are
few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into
his harvest.

5¢. To be exempt from temptation
Lk. 22:40 And when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that ye enter not into

temptation.

6¢. Daily needs
Lk. 11:3 Give us day by day our daily bread.
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4A.

The Pattern Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer is one of the most misunderstood and misused prayers in the Bible, and yet it
is the prayer that is better known and repeated more often than any other prayer in the
Scriptures. Martin Luther called the prayer “The Greatest Martyr on Earth,” because it has been
abused by so many people in so many ways.

Mt. 6:9-13 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
10Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. ! Give us this day our daily bread.

12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 2 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

1b. The outline of the Lord’s Prayer

1c.

3c.

Petitions for God'’s glory: 6:9-10

id. A prayer for sanctification: 6:9 67/(, gw/
“Hallowed be thy name” V ab Vl

2d. A fi ignty: 6:10 ko at in Hoaver,
. prayer for sovereignty: 6:10a
“Thy kingdom come” ﬁ“{ewdée mﬂ ame,
Thy Kingdowt cone,
3d. A prayer for submission: 6:10b mﬁ m(«@;e cfovle
“Thy will be done” o (’ﬂYbebaﬁ ib i§ n me
Petitions for men’s needs: 6:11-3 e ud t’m ‘fag 6y aeaifg E’Veme‘
and fovgive uS our brespasses,
1d. A prayer for provision: 6:11 as we KGYgiVC bﬁgsc .,Mw
“Give us our daily bread” brespass aguinst; us
2d. A prayer for pardon: 6:12 andfead “5'"% b6 bentpbasion,
“And forgive us our debts, as we 6% °€C€L\}€Y ud @YGW! ew'f.
forgive our debtors” Awen.

3d. A prayer for protection: 6:13
“and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evi

I”
A proclamation of God'’s power: 6:14

id. His authority: “for thine is the kingdom”

2d. His attributes: “the glory”

3d. His ability: “the power”

It is interesting to note that “give” is followed by “for-give” (6:11-12).
There are two types of forgiveness:
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--forensic forgiveness that comes to the sinner at the time of
justification. It is most likely that here in Matthew 6 paternal forgiveness
is in view or the Levitical prescription for the Israelite in a theocracy.

--family forgiveness by the Father of the sins of His children when
fellowship is broken (1 Jn. 1:9)

2b. The principles derived from the prayer

1c.
2c.
3c.
4c.

5c.

It emphasizes a proper relationship to the Father. That excludes praying to
saints, angels, the force or even a “generalized” god.

It expresses a proper reference for the name and plan of God.

It requires a proper resignation to the will of God.

It encourages proper requests to our Father, concerning bread, family,
forgiveness and temptation.

It describes proper praise to God.

(These five points are dapted from Charles Ryrie, “What Jesus Believed. . .,” unpublished
notes from the First Baptist Dallas Discipleship University, Spring 2013, 7.)

5A. Problems with Prayers Today

1b. Errors.in Prayers: Prayers not for this dispensation — prayers we do not pray today

1c.

The so-called Lord’s Prayer (Mt. 6:9-13; Lk. 11:1-4)

It cannot be stressed to strongly that despite the common use, the prayer is a
model prayer. While it is valuable to us as believers with certain principles and
patterns, as seen in the outline above, nonetheless it should be put in its proper
dispensational context. The prayer was given to people who lived at the time
when the kingdom was offered by both John the Baptist and Jesus Christ. There
is no reference to the church in Matthew’s Gospel until Matthew 16 and
Matthew 18. The prayer is part of the offer of the kingdom. Thus, it is most
suitable for the time when the King was offered in Christ’s day. Because of
Christ’s rejection by the Jewish leaders, the kingdom was postponed, as He said
to the Jews of His time, “the kingdom is taken from you and given to another
generation” (Mt. 21:43).

David’s penitential prayer {Psalm 51)

David prayed, “Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit
from me” (Psalm 51:11). Church Age believers no longer have to offer this prayer
because they have the permanent gift of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit in the
Old Testament indwelt individuals temporarily and partially. In the New
Testament, this indwelling is permanent and universal. The possibility of God
withdrawing His Spirit from David was a real one for him, but it is not for us. It is
impossible for a believer to lose the Holy Spirit and thus his or her salvation
(John 10:28-29).
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2b.

N

3c. The Publican’s prayer (Lk. 18:13-14)

Luke gives the parable of two prayers. In those prayers appear two kinds of
individuals, whose contrast is not only seen in the way they make their requests
but also in the way they approach God. One prayer is that of the Pharisee, the
other of the Publican. The Publican says, “God be merciful to me, a sinner” (Lk.
18:13).

Literally, the Publican asks God to “be propitious” (hilaskomai, Greek), or “being

satisfied.” Since Jesus made propitiation (satisfaction) for the sins of mankind on

the Cross, no one needs to pray this prayer today. When the tax collector
requested propitiation in his prayer, Christ’s blood was not yet available.

Errors in Theology

Unfortunately, many prayers display an improper understanding of the Trinity and the
understanding of each member’s part in prayer. Prayer should be addressed to the
Father in the name of the Son by the power of the Holy Spirit. But the prayers of many
believers show various errors concerning the proper persons in the Trinity. All too
frequently, we hear believers address the Father and somewhere during the prayer
thanking Him for dying for us on the cross or looking forward to His return for us. Some
prayers are concluded with the phrase, “In Thy name we ask it.” If the prayer is
addressed to the Father, as it should be, we do not ask in the Father’s name but Christ
clearly taught that we should ask in His name. Prayers should be directed to God the
Father, since He is the One Who answers them and is the giver of every good gift (James
1:17).

Our Heavenly Father and His Son may graciously overlook our faulty prayers, but that
does not excuse us from being precise in Whom we address and what actions we
attribute to that Person, since the actions of the members of the Trinity are clearly
distinguished in biblical instruction concerning prayer, especially instructions and
examples found in the Gospels.

An almost universal error in German churches, whether the prayer is offered by a pastor
or one of the parishioners, is that the prayer begins with the words, “Dear Lord Jesus.”
Sadly, this ignores Christ’s directive to us to pray “Our Father.”

THE TRINITY AND PRAYER A
ADDRESS | AUTHORITY ANSWERS
14:13 Father Son Christ
15:16 Father Christ Father
16:23 Father Chnist Father
16:24 Father Son Father
16:26 Father Son Father
CONCLUSION: :;avyeerrs ;I;egt;g LIo the Father, in the name of the Son, by the
————

S
e ) @)

-94-



3b. The issue of addressing our prayers simply to “God.”

In recent discussions with individuals, the issue was raised whether it is appropriate to
address our prayers simply to “God.” My standard reply is, if there were no biblical
pattern or instructions, it would not be an issue. However, the Savior is very clear as to
the believer and his prayer life. | personally see certain problems with addressing our
prayers simply to “God.”

1c. It disregards what the Savior said. The Savior spoke much about prayer, including
to whom we address prayers, and in whose authority the believer may enter
glory.

2c. It disobeys what Christ commanded. The Savior distinctly said, “When you pray,

pray “Our Father,” not “God” (Mt. 6:9; Lk. 11:2).

3c. It deviates from the biblical pattern for prayer. No biblical prayer is ever
addressed simply to “God.” In fact, in all of Christ’s prayers recorded, He
addresses His “Father.” The exception is the prayer from the cross where Jesus
Christ quotes Psalm 22:1, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”

4c. It detracts from the absolute holiness and uniqueness of God the Father by
simply addressing Him as “God” or “Deity.”

5c. It demotes our Heavenly Father from absolute Deity to a prominent individual.
The term “God,” a translation of the Hebrew, Elohim is also used of angels, kings,
princes and judges (Psa. 82:6).

6c. It distorts the unique relationship which the believer has with his Father and the
other members of the Trinity. Besides, to address our prayers simply to “God”
does not help believers who may be present to discern which member of the
Trinity is addressed.

Some Old Testament prayers are directed to “LORD God” in recognition of God
as Lord (Yahweh—YHWH}) as clearly the believer recognizes the absolute
sovereignty of God. In the New Testament, the believer is enjoined to refer to
God as Father in his prayers as Paul clearly indicated in Romans 8:15. We have
received the spirit of “adoption,” whereby we cry, “Abba, Father.”

7c. It dismisses the importance of a proper attitude toward the member of the
Trinity Who answers our prayers. Our answers come not from simply “God” but
specifically God the Father, and our prayers should recognize that.

8c. It displays the wrong pattern, for example, for young Christians. Those who are
less discerning may be inclined to follow this unbiblical practice.

Thus, in our public prayers, the believer is commanded to address in his prayers not simply

“God” but his “Father.” Whether the believer prays publicly or privately, he should be consciously
aware of the fact that he is speaking to an actual person, a person who is eager to hear his
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prayers, who is anxious to answer these prayers, and is pleased when we recognize His goodness
and graciousness, as He is ready to respond positively to the believer’s prayers, as He has so
often in the past.
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'Good trouble’: What we see in Jesus' parable of the
persistent widow

OPINION / NEWS / CULTURE / SPIRITUALITY / GUEST VOICES
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The Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican, or the Tax

Collector
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L

“Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.” Luke 18:10 ASV
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Should the Belief in the Any-Moment Return of Christ
Be Made a Test of Fellowship?

Manfred E. Kober, Th.D.

Is the pretribulational return of Christ of such importance that it should be made
a test of fellowship? Two significant passages in 2 Thessalonians 3 have a bearing
on this question:

2 Thess. 3:6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers and
sisters, to keep away from every believer who is idle and disruptive and does not
live according to the teaching you received from us.

2 Thess. 3:14 Take special note of anyone who does not obey our instruction in
this letter. Do not associate with them, in order that they may feel ashamed.

Most forcefully Paul commands separation from those who do not follow the
doctrines that he taught them in person and by this epistle. What were the main
problems that beset the believers at Thessalonica? Some individuals at
Thessalonica were idlers, not working, depending on others for support (1 Thess.
4:9, 10; 2 Thess. 3:6; 5:10). These persons ought to be avoided. Paul insists that
believers should be workers rather than shirkers. Apparently, some of the
believers at Thessalonica had anticipated the Lord’s coming to be within a week
or at most a month and had given up their means of livelihood. When the return
of Christ did not occur as they expected, they were without any means to support
themselves and to purchase food; and thus they relied on others for their
sustenance.

There is a main doctrinal issue that is readily discerned. It is obvious that the
major thrust of both of the Thessalonian epistles is the return of the Lord in its
twofold aspect: the rapture in which Christ returns for His saints before the
tribulation, and the revelation or Second Advent at which appears with His saints
after the tribulation. Bible scholars have noted that each chapter in 1 and 2
Thessalonians mentions the return of the Lord. It is described as:

** 1 Thess. 1:10 - a deliverance from wrath;

** 1 Thess. 2:19 - a gathering of all the saints;

** 1 Thess. 3:13 - an incentive to holiness;

**1 Thess. 4:14-16 - the rapture of the church;

** 1 Thess. 5:8, 9 - the final deliverance of the saints;
** 2 Thess. 1:8, 9 - doom of the ungodly;

** 2 Thess. 2:1, 2 - an encouragement for steadfastness;
** 2 Thess. 3:5 - a cause for patience.

It is all but certain that only one of these references is to the Second Advent at
the end of the tribulation when Christ comes back in judgment upon unbelievers,
especially those who persecuted the saints. The rest of the references appear to
be to the glorious future pretribulational rapture. Paul cautions believers against
the sin of idleness. More importantly he insists that believers separate from those
who are incorrect in their view of the return of Christ. Three times he assures
believers that they are not appointed to the wrath which will come on the entire
earth. He calls this truth of the rapture a comforting hope. This promise
constitutes the greatest hope the Lord has left with His own.

The revelation of the rapture is given to prepare us, not to scare us. This biblical
hope is derived not from superstition or sentimentality, but from Scripture. It is
that truth that is especially under attack, therefore we will contend for it. A
challenge attributed to Martin Luther is as relevant today as it was 500 years ago:

If | profess with the loudest voice and clearest exposition every portion
of the truth of God except precisely that little point which the world
and the devil are at that moment attacking, | am not confessing Christ,
however boldly | may be professing Christ. Where the battle rages,
there the loyalty of the soldier is proved, and to be steady on all the
battle front besides is mere flight and disgrace if he flinches at that
point.
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