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With women he could not reach in other ways, there came 
out in Paulus' behavior a sadistic tendency. This expressed itself 
in seeking a higher, rarefied kind of pleasure in pain. 1 He un­
derstood Nietzsche's statement, "When thou goest to women, 
take thy whip.,, It was a physical pain which has all the sensuous 
refinement of a Marquis de Sade. Pleasure and pain are in fact 
much closer together than our culture admits: the idea that 
they are opposites has seemed to me at times superficial and at 
other tim.es downright silly. Socrates told us long ago that plea­
sure is increased by pain; for example, being hungry, which is 
a pain, adds to the pleasure of eating. Paulus knew that it was 
not by accident that at the climax of sexual intercourse there 
are both pleasure and a heightened experience of pain, exqui­
sitely merged. 

That his sadism was a desperate attempt to reach someone 
deeply, to break the "skin barrier," is clear. It is the mad en­
deavor someho\v to really touch or reach a person's inner being, 
to make a union of oneself with the other, to erase all distances. 
When conventional methods do not achieve this, perhaps pain 
will do it-so may run the sadist's feeling. 

PAULUS 
REMINISCENCES 

OF A l-i'Rl8NDSHIP 

ROLLO MAY 

HARPER & ROW, PURLiSIIF.RS 
New \'or�. E.-anston, S.U1 Frandsco, l.ondnn 
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IA. THE SINCERE CON.CERN OVER THE APOSTATES: 1-4 
2A. THE SCRIPTURAL CASES OF APOSTASY: 5-7 PARALLEL STRUCTURE IN JUDE 

3A. IBE SUMMARY CASTIGATION OF THE APOSTATES: 8-10 

4A. THE SORDID CHARACTERISTICS OF 1HE APOSTATES: 11-16 

lb. Their wicked ways: 11 

11 Woe unto them I {or they have 
gone in the way of Cain, and ran 
greedily after the error of Ba'laam for 
reward, and perished in the ·gain-
saying of Co're. ._ 

Assurance for the CMstlan (vettes 1,2) 
The bellever and lhe faith (verse 3) 

Apostatea ctescdbed (Yffl8 4) 
Apostasy In Oki Testameni hl9lory (verses S.8) 

Apostasy In lhe aupematural realm (verNs I, to) 
( An ancient "1 of apostates (verse '1) 

Apostasy In lhe natural ntalm (verses 12,13) 
Apostasy In Old Testament prophecy (verses 14-16) 

Apostates descdbed (verses 1M9) 
The belever and lhe faith (verses 20-23) 

Assurance for lhe Christian (verses 24,26) 

In verse 11 Jude describes, what Ironside calls, an "unholy trinity 
of apostasy" (p. 37). The verse is the heart of the epistle's 
structure. As Coder remarks: "It stands midway between illustrations 
drawn from the supernatural realm (v. 9) and from the world of Nature 
(vv. 12, 12). It is preceded by apostasy in history; it is followed 
by apostasy in prophecy."(p. 67). 

le. An·ungodly triad of apostates: 11 

Having illustrated the sin of apostasy as a corporate sin 
of the Israelites, angels and Canaanites, Jude gives three 
personal illustrations of apostasy: Kain, Balaam and Korab. 

ld. The lament over the apostates: 

Contemplating these awful apostates, Jude utters the 
emotional outburst, "Woe unto them!" "Woe" was a common 
utterance from the Lord in the Synoptic Gospels but its 
usage here is unique in the epistles (a similar expression 
is found in 2 Pet. 2:14, "shildren of a curse"). The sense 
of the "woe" may be the optative rendering, "May they get 
what they deserve!" (Jerusalem Bible) but it can also 
be an indicative and is probably best rendered "As a heart­
rending exclamation, 'Alas for them! "' (Hiebert, p. 252). 

The explanation of the lament is introduced by the prepos­
ition "for" (hoti). Rotherham graphically preserves the 
order of the original wording: 

because--
In the way of Cain have they gone, 
And in the error of Balaam's wage they run riot, 
And in the gainsaying of Korab have they perished. 

(The Emphasized New Testament cited by Hiebert, p. 253). 

2d. The lessons of the apostates: 

In v. 11 Jude personalizes the apostasy he had previously 
illustrated from history (v.7). Jude introduces three 
characters who embody the various forms of apostasy that 



are manifested in his day, characteristics which would be 
found in the last days, seeing that Jude forms the 
preparation for the book of the Revelation. 

le. The persons: 

Coder notes correctly that "Cain was a tiller of the 
soil; Balaam was a prophet; Korah was a prince in 
Israel. Our reason for this selection of three men 
may be to demonstrate that apostasy is not confined 
to one class of persons. This evil is not peculiar 
to religious leaders. It touches prophets, princes, 
and people alike. The three are apostates in pulpit, 
palace and poorhouse. Individually Cain, Balaam, 
and Korah speak of particular aspects of what it 
means to fall from the truth; together they present 
a complete picture." (Coder, pp. 67-68). 

2e. The progression: 

There is a remarkable progress of thought in the 
text. "Apostates first enter upon a wrong path; 
they then run riotously down that path; finally 
they perish at its end. Apostasy begins with a 
-way, it leads to wandering, it becomes rebellion.
Men enter into that false way, they rush headlong
in that wandering, they perish in that rebellion�
(Coder, pp. 68-69).

2c. The unholy trinity of the apostasy: 11 

All three statements in Jude 11 concerning the apostates are 
in the past tense. The aorist suggests point action. In 
God's light those who follow the error of Cain, Balaam, and 
Korab have already perished. Coder fittingly concludes: 
"The doom of apostates is no less sure than the glorification 
of the saints i;lS set forth in Rom. 8:30" (p. 72). 

Id. The way of Cain: Ila 

3 O.t EXAMPl:.ES 
The first figure of O.T. history to which these apostates 
are compared is Cain. They went in the way of Cain, the 
first great criminal. Since Balaam and Korab are religious 
apostates, it is best to think of Cain in the same fashion. 
The noun "way" (hodos) in the N.T. has a significance almost 
equal to "religion." Lucian uses it in the second century 
of the doctrine of a philosophical school (cf. Acts 12:4), 

CAIN I 11

BALAAM 

KORAH 

(Hodges, p. 5). 

The way of Cain is a bloodless hence unbelieving way of 
approaching God. 

The way of Cain is the way of the ungodly (Ps. I); it is 
the way,the end thereof are the ways of death" (Prov. 16:25). 
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Levy has an excellent summary of the significance of the 
apostasy of Cain: 

"In the account of Cain and Abel, both men brought an 
offeri�g to the Lord (Gen. 4:1-5). Abel's offering was a 
blood sacrifice, whereas·cain's was from the ground. God 
accepted Abel's offering since it was given in faith, but 
He rejected Cain's offering which was the work of his hands 
given with an improper heart (Heb. 11:4). Upon being 
rejected Cain became angry, his countenance fell, and he 
slew his brother Abel (Gen. 4:5, 8). 

What is meant by the way of Cain? It is embarking out on 
a course in life that substitutes works for God's way of 
salvation. When God provided coverings of skins through 
animal sacrifices (Gen. 3:21), He was teaching Adam and 
Eve that blood was necessary for men to approach Him. 
Thus, the way of Cain is the practice of an unregenerate 
man rebelling against God's way of salvation through 
blood which, in turn, produces a religious system of 
self-willed worship by means of his own works. This is 
clearly seen in many religious systems today." (Israel 
My Glory, Oct. /Nov. 1987, p. 11). 

ln 1 John 3t'l2 Cain is condemned for slaying Abel, John 
noting that he was "of that wicked one" and that his 
works. were evil. In Heb. 11:4 Abel's sacrifice was said to be 
more excellent than Cain's because it was offered by 
faith. Greene. puts it well: "He stands for the cynical 
materialistic character who defies God and despises man. 
He is devoid of faith and love. And.as such, he is the 
prototype of the men with whom Jude· has to deal" (p. 172). 

TH[ UNHOLY TDlNITY Of ADOSTASY, V. II 

omsoN DOOf[SSION DATTmN . DEDVEDSITY DOOCD[SS 

CAIN DEBElllON 
cm. 4:1-1 AGAINST COD'S 

AUTJODITY IN 

BAALAM DfBElllON. 
NU. 22-25; AGAINST COD'S 

31:8,16 AUTHODITY IN 

[OQAH nmnuoN 

NU. 16:1-35 AGAINST COD'S 
AUTHODITY IN 
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2d. The error of Balaam: llb 

The error of Balaam was a greedy use of a connection with 
God. 
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The apostates of Jude's day rushed for profit into Balaam's 
error. Peter discloses that Balaam "loved the wages of 
wickedness" (2 Pet. 2:15) The story of Balaam is well-known. 
Levy has a helpful summory: 

The story of Balaam is presented in Numbers 22-25; 31:8,16. 
Balak had hired Balaam {a hireling prophet) to curse Israel, 
but God prevented each of his attempts to do so. Realizing 
he could not curse Israel, Balaam devised a plan whereby 
God would have to curse Israel. He had Moabite women 
commit harlotry with the men of Israel in order to seduce 
them into worshipping the gods of Moabites (Num. 25:1-3). 
God did curse and judge 2,400 Israelites who worshipped 
at Baal-peor (Num. 25:4-9), but in the process judgment 
fell upon the Midianites (Nume. 31:1-24) and Balaam 
(Num. 31.: 8) who had caused Israel to sin. 

(Israel My Glory, Oct./Nov. 1987, p. 11) 

Balaam was exceedingly avaricious but there is much more involved, 
as Green demonstrates: 

It was Balaam who involved Israel in the immorality and 
idolatry at Baal-peor (Nu. 31:16). No doubt he told the 
Israelites, who he had three times found himself unable to 
curse, that they were so firmly ensconced in the favour of 
the Almighty that nothing could affect their standing with 
Him. They could sin with impunity. Thus he led them into 
the error of fornication and the denial of Yahweh's sovereign 
claims through submission·to other, inferior deities. This 
is what the false teachers seem to have done. They were, 
like Balaam, greedy for money, just as the sophists of the 
day (from whom Paul dissociated himself) were interested 
only in their fees and in winning arguments rather than 
fin ding truth. (p. 172) . 

Balaam is used as an illustration of apostasy throughout the 
scriptures. Peter writes of th.e way of Balaam (2 Pet. 2: 15) , 
Christ speaks of the doctrine of Balaam (Rev. 2:14) and Jude 
refers to the error of Balaam. Out of Balaam's error sprang 
both his way·and his doctrine. This error was widespread in 
Jude's day and it seems to be rampant in the 20th century. 
As Levy notes: 

Today many religious leaders have accumulated great wealth 
through getting their followers to commit huge amounts of 
money to them or their movements. Sad to say, many 
Christians television ministries, singers and publishers 
seem to be performing religious services for the wealth 
that can be obtained. Peter warned those who minister not 
to do it for "filthy lucre" (1 Pet. 5:2), that is, the 
greed of money. (Op. cit., p. 11). 



Harry A. Ironside contrasts the godliness of the true saint 
and the greed of the apostate: 
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Of old, Christ's servants went forth in simple dependence 
upon Himself, for His name's sake, "taking nothing of the 
Gentiles." Elisha-like, they refused anything that looked 
like payment tendered for the gift of God. Abraham-like, 
they would not be enriched by Sodom's king. Peter-like, 
they spurned the money of the unworthy that no evil taint 
might be upon their ministry, nor a slave be put upon the 
sinner's conscience. But it is far otherwise with the 
popular apostles of a Christless religion. Gehazi-like, 
they would run after every healed Naaman and beg or demand 
a fee. Lot-like, they pitch their tent towards, then build 
a house in Sodom and under Sodom's patronage. Like Simon 
Magus, whose very name gives title to this most odious of 
all sins, they practise their simony unblushingly, and 
think indeed that the gift of God can be purchased with money. 
But the dark clouds of judgment are gathering overhead, and 
soon they shall learn, as Balaam did, the folly of pursuing 
so evil a way. (pp. 36-37). 

If the situation was bad SO years ago during the ministry of 
Ironside, it is infinitely worse today. Almost weekly 
revelations concerning avaricious heretics and apostates 
make he'adlines in the newspapers. The immoral escapades 
and opulent lifestyle of Jim & Tammy Bakker and Jimmy Swaggart 
are well known. Their sexual scandals and financial trans­
gressions have done·enormous harm to the cause of Christ and 
broad disrepute upon legitimate ministeries of the Gospel. 
The fin�cial success of these carnal individual_s would not 
have been possible if believers had heeded Jude's warning 
concerning the error of Balaam. Oral Roberts' and Robert 
Schuller's empires would have folded years ago or would never 
been possible, if it had not been for many deluded disciples 
who, lacking discernment, disregarded Jude's discription of 
apostates. 

3d. The gainsaying of Korab: llc 

The third O.T. illustration of apostasy is that of Korab.· He 
is notorious for his rebellion against Moses and Aaron, who 
were appointed by God to lead Israel (Num. 24:lff). Korab 
was a descendant of Levi, cousin to Moses (Ex. 6:18-21), who, 
with Dathan_and Abiram, instigated a rebellion against the 
authority of Moses and Aaron. 

NUMBERS 16 

2 And they rose up before Mo;�ea, 
with• certain of the children of Ii •ra­
el, -two hundred and fifty princes of 
the assembly; famous in, the congre­
gation, men of renown: 
3 And they gathered ,themselves 

together agamst Ml>'sea and against 
AA.r' on, and said unto them, Ye take
too much upon you, seeing alJ the 
congregation are holy, every one of 
them, and the LoRD is among them: 
wherefore then lift ye up yourselves 
above the congregation of the LoRD? 



Korah and his associates resented their exclusion from the 
office of priesthood (Num. 16:10) and were envious of Moses 
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and Aaron (Ps. 106:16). Their gainsaying involved the revolting 
against and reviling of the constituted authority of God and 
His Word. Neither Korah nor his rebellious company were priests. 
They were Levites, whose task it was to tend to the outward 
service of the tabernacle. Ironside stresses their ancient 
error: 

But lured on by pride they rose up against Moses and 
Aaron (typical of Christ as "the Apostle and High Priest 
of our confession"), and setting aside God's anointed, 
sought to force their way into His presence as priests to 
worship before Him without divine warrant or title. This 
is what is everywhere prevalent to-day. Independent and 
inflated with a sense of their own self-importance, vain 
men openly rebel against the authority of the Lord as 
Apostle and Priest, and dare to approach God as worshipers 
apart from Him, and ignore ·His claims. This is the kernel 
of Unitarianism, and the leaven that is fast permeating 
unbelieving Christendom. The cry that all men by nature 
are·sons of God; that they need no mediating High Priest 
is heard on every hand, and will increase and spread as 
the end draws nearer. (pp. 37-38) 

The sin of,Korah was a rejection of the authority of those who 
spoke for God. 

God validated the authority of Moses and Aaron when He had the 
earth swa�low up Korab, Dathan.and Abiram (Num. 16:31-33) in 
judgment and when He destroyed the 250 Levites by fire (Nu. 16:35). 

In like manner the apostates in Jude's day would perish, literally, 
have perished (proleptic aorist, apolonto). The other two verbs 
are also aorist and all of them together view the. apostates' 
course of action from the standpoint of its end. They seem 
to rush headlong--ever more rapidly--to their final conclusion. 
"They go . . . they are poured out . . .  they perish." Cain, 
Balaam and: Korab entered the ·.wrong way (Eporeuthesan), "were 
poured out" (exechuthesan) ,· "a vigorous .·metaphor for excessive 
indulgence" (Robertson, p. 191), and perished (apolonto). 
Wiersbe smnmarizes·the substance of verse 11 well: 

Cain rebelled against God's autho:r:tity in salvation 
Balaam rebelled against God's suthority in seRaration 
Korab rebelled against God's authority in service . .

(.Be Alert: Beware of Religious Impostors, pp. 147-1.48) .. 

In a similar way Lawlor concludes: 

Jude names these three men: 
Cain, to show the arrogance, malice, and false piety of 
apostates, 

the example of religious unbelief; 
Balaam, to show the avarice, subversiveness, and seductive 
character of apostates, 

the example of covetous unbelief, and 



� Their Wretched Works: 12-13 II 
0 

Spots in Feasts 

DESECRATION 
Void of Love 

0 
Clouds Without Water 

DISHONESTY 
Void of Liberality 

Trees Twice Dead 

DEATH 

Void of Life 

0 
Ra ;in - ·Waves :ol4he·Sea 

DEFILEMENT 

Void of Loyaity 

0 
Wanderina Stars 

DARKNESS 

Void of Light 
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Core, to show the factiousness and sedition toward rightful 
authority, the example of rebellious unbelief. 

2b. Their wretched works: 12-13b 

Jude's epistle is remarkable not just in its content but also in its 
comprehensiveness. In his denounciation of apostasy, Jude includes 
the creator and all of His creation, including angels, men and nature. 
In verses 12-13 Jude turns to the realm of nature for illustrations 
(much like his brother James and his half-brother Jesus had done). 

-108-

To portray his godless adversaries, Jude uses vivid figures: (1) earth, 
(2) air, (3) wind, (4) sea, (5) trees, (6) stars, (7) darkness. Or,
as Moffatt says, "Sky, land, and sea are ransacked for illustrations of
the character of these men."(Cited by Lawlor, p. 89).

12 These are sp�ts in your feasts of charity, 
when they feast with you, feeding themselves 
\\'ithout fear: clouds they are without water 
carried about of winds; trees whose frui; 
withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked 
up by the roots; 

3-FOLO ENUMERATION OF SIN 

13 Raging waves of the sea, foaming out 
their own shame; wandering stars, to whom 
is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever. 

le. Blemishes in feasts: 12 

11-ESEARE 11'.16-11 
lHESEARE 

THESEAAE 

These men are blemishes. But what are blemish.es? Kistemaker writes 
that "the term is used to describe spots or stains that cover an 
object, for example, a body·. These spots· mar the appearance of the 
item in question. In the parallel of this text, Peter characterizes 
the false teachers as "blots and blemishes" at the love feasts of 
the church (II :Pet. 2 :.13)" • (�, p. 11:) . 

The or:iginal meaning of "blemishes"·(spilades) is "reefs." The term 
refers to a hidden reef or a dangerous obstacle. If this is the mean-­

ing, then the point would be that the apostates had mingled with the 
Christians without having been identified as d�ngerous. 

The .meani_ng of spilades here is probably that of a blemish. These

apostates had invaded or "crept in" (v. 3}. unawares, defili_ng

the love feasts whi.ch preceded the Lord's Supper. "Instead of adding

to the sanctity of the occasion, they detracted from it, like Judas

at the last :Passover (.Wiersbe, p. 148). 

These apostates who had crept into the Church were wicked 
shepherds who were "feeding themselves without fear" (v. 12). 
As the�, so today, there are those who pretend to be spiritual 
leaders but who, instead of feeding the sheep, are fleecing the 
sheep. 

EZEKIEL 34 

8 As I live, saith the Lorcf. Goi>, 
surely because my flock becam·e a 
prey, and my flock became meat to 
every beast of the fiel�. because there
was no. shepherd, neither did my 
shepherds search for my flock, but 
the shepherds . fed themselves, and 
fed not my flock; 



.. ,._ 

2c. Waterless clouds: 12 
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• ,._��-
They are dangerous to the flock as well as totally useless. The 
apostates are like clouds which bring promise of rain but do no.t 
spend a single drop for the parched soil. They merely hide the 
sun. Well says Green: 

·r 
•. 

,. .. , 
� ,. 

�� 
- .

� .... , 

,,, .... 'It' 
' \ '

"Here is a graphic example of the uselessness of teaching 
which is supposedly 'advanced' and 'enlightened' but has 
nothing to offer to the ordinary Christian for his spiritual 
life." (p. 175) 

3c. Trees twice dead: i2 

The trees literally are characterized as being at "the end of 
the fruiting." The autumnal trees do not bear any fruit. They 
are not simply fruitless but have died. In view are not carnal 
believers with no evidence of faith but apostates who are "dead 
to the fruit of profession and dead to the root of possession 
(Coder, p. 79), thus twice dead. 

4c. Raging waves of the sea: 13 a 

Sc. 

The apostates are further described as "'wild sea waves foaming 
out their own shame,' rolling upon the shore in surges and casting 
up on land all manner of stuff that has to be cleaned away." 
(Lenski, pp. 636-637). 

As twice dead, the apostates are utterly without moral stability. 
As raging waves of the sea, they are not only unstable but incess­
antly restless. (Is. 57:20). 

The restless, untamed passions of the apostates spew forth shameful 
words and acts like the foam of the sea. 

Wandering st�3 b 

Levy notes that Jude is "not referring to the fixed stars by which 
travelers would get their barings. These ·were like meteors or 
shooting stars which streak across the sky with great brightness 
and vanish quickly into the darkness of space, never to shine again. 
They give no light, direction or guidance to the traveler. The 

� apostate is similar. He appears on the scene with a big flash 
profes9ing to bring new light to spiritual pilgrims, but in reality 
he guides people into deep darkness with himself. Jude said that 
such men have their destiny sealed in hell . . .  Those who :follow 
such apostate teachers will suffer the same end." (Op. cit., p.14) 
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The Awesome Contrast Between 
Apostates· and Christians 

0 0 
Soots in .. Feasts THEY LIVE IN CONTI\Ni� 

·UOUS FE
WITH THE FATHER AND 

THE SON (1 JN 1 :3) 

0 0 
Tf.lEYARE 

. .,:
'" 

WELL�SPRINGS OF 
LIVIN.GWATER 

(JOHN 7:38) 

0 0 
• Trees Twice ·oead THEY ARE CALLED "TREES 

OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, THE 
PLANTING OF THE LORD"

{IS 61 :3) 

0 0 
I 

Ra Waves of the Sea THEIR PEACE IS LIKE A RIVER 
AND THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS 
AS THE WAVES OF THE SEA 

(IS. 48:18) 

0 0 
Wanderina Stars THE BELIEVERS SHALL 

SHINE AS THE 
STARS FOREVER. 

(DAN.12:3) 



In v. 12-13 Jude sketches a dreadful picture of the apostates 
he is castegating. They are as disgraceful as blemishes at 
feasts, as selfish as perverted shepherds, as useless as 
rainless clouds, as dead as barren trees, as filthy as the 
foaming sea and as undependable as falling stars. 

These five illustrations from nature prese�t the same sober 
picture of downward progress found in v. 5-7 and again in v. 11. 
The end of apostasy is destruction (v.S), being reserved for 
future judgment (v.6) and experiencing the vengeance of 
eternal fire (v.7). As Coder summarizes: "Verse 11 pictures 
an entering upon a way, a downward plunge, a final perishing" 
(Coder, p. 82). In the section discussed above (v. 12-13), 
Jude begins with individuals present at love feasts, then 
they are carried away, without any fruit whatever, uprooted 
and dead. 

3b o Their witnessed wrath: 13c - 15 

le. The prediction for eternity: 

Wiersbe notes the connection between v. 6 and 13c: 

"God has reserved chains of darkness for the rebellious 
angels (Jude 6) and He 'has reserved blackness of 
darkness forever' for apostate teachers." 

And Wiersbe adds the sober warning: 

"Beware of following a falling star! It will lead you 
into eternal blacknesso" (p. 151). 

The 'term "blackness of darkness" intensifies the picture of 
their destiny apart from the presence of God. Their fate 
is fixed, as seen in the perfect tense of "hath been reserved" 
and it is never ending, as indicated by the emphatic "for ever." 
Apostasy's ultimate fate is· unending separation and darkness. 
Coder writes: 

"Who can conceive of darkness where no other creature 
can be seen, where no other ray of light ever penetrates, 
where those who spurned God's offer of love wander 
without hope, alone and lost? Such is the picture as 
drawn by Jesus and by Jude." (p. 82). 

. {f�;��s!J 
I of l �������= :tor the Gnasl')ing of feeffJ Sin Astonisf)men • •• Eternal nigt)t is Terror 

Separafion r«,m God Hope! 
... .. , •. � .,, , . .!. � .• .. 3k�-:: . .(J •Ill.· , 
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NOT GOING YOUR WAY 
For some little while a wee bit 

of a smile 

"You're Just out of date," said Young 
Pastor Bate, 

To one of our faithful old preachers, 
Who had carried for years in travail 

and tears 

Enlightened the old preacher's face; 
Being made t.he butt of ridicule's cut 
Did not ruffle his sweetness and grace. 

The gospel to poor, sinful creatures. 
"You still preach on Hades, and shock 

cultured ladies 
With your barbarou·s doctrine of blood. 
You'r� so far behind you will never 

catch up: 
You're a flat tire stuck in the mud." 

2c. The prophecy of Enoch: 14-15 

Then he turned to young Bate, so suave 
and sedate 

"Catch up, did my ears hear you say? 
Why, I couldn't succeed if I doubled my 

speed; 
My friend, I'm not going your way!" 

-American Christian Review

Toe· inescapable judgment of the apostates is underscored by 
a prophecy, which, for Jude, clinches the matter. Nothing 
more can be said concerning the fate of the apostates. 

Id. The person of Enoch: 

The Enoch of which Jude writes is not the Enoch from 
the line of sinful Cain (Gen. 4: 17) but the Enoch 
from Seth's line, the son of Jared . 

. GENESIS S 

.19 And JA.'red .lived after he ·begat 
:8'noch eight hundred years,.and:be-
gat;sons and-daughters: 
- 20 And.-all the days of-:Ji'red were
nine · hundred sixty and two years:
and· he died.
-.21 'If And E'n�ch lived,sixty,and=five
years, and•begat. Me-thy'se-lah:
22-:And-.t'nl>ch .walked·with God 

after he· ·begat M8-'.-thy' se-lah: three 
hundred. years, and begat sons and 
daughters : 
23 And all the days of E'noch · were 

three hundred sixty and five· yeltrs : 
.24 And E'noch walked with God: 

and he was not; for· God took him. 

Levy has a fine summary of Enoch's life: 

"Enoch was a man of faith (Heb. 11: 5) who 'walked with 
God' (Gen. 5:22, 24) in close communion and fellowship 
for some 300 years after the birth of his son Methuselah. 
His character and conduct testified against the corrupt 
and godless age in which he lived. He was a prophet who 



preached that the Lord would come and execute judgment 
against the ungodly of his day (Jude 14-15)0 He lived 
in total obedience to his Lord and 'had this testimony, 
that he pleased God' (Heb. 11:5). Enoch's end was 
glorious, he 'walked with God, and he was not; for God 
took him' (Gen. 5:24). The writer of Hebrews inter­
preted the meaning of 'God took him': 'Enoch was 
tra.Ji1:islated that he should not see death, and was not 
found, because God had translated him' (Heb. 11:5). 
The word 'translated' means to change or to be transferred 
to another place. Enoch wasbodily transferred from 
earth to paradise without seeing death." (Israel My 
Glory, December/January 19 87/88, p. 14; emphasis in the 
original). 

2d. The picture of Enoch: 

Enoch's translation to heaven is a picture of living 
believers being raptured to heaven when Christ returns 
for his Church (1 Thess. 4:17). The two translations 
differ however, in that Enoch did not receive his 
glorified body prior to Christ's resurrection and 
glorification (1 Cor. 15:22-23), whereas the Church 
will receive the resurrection body at the time of the 
Rapture (1 Cor. 15:51-53). 

As Enoch was removed just prior to God's judgment on 
the antedeluvian world, so the Church will be raptured 
prior to .the tribulation when God's judgment will be 
poured once again on the entire world (1 Thess 5:9; 
I TI1.e s s . I : 1 0) . 

3d. The prophecy of Enoch: 14-15 

14 Ami :8'noch also, the seventh 
from Ad'am, prophesied of these, say­
ing, Behold, the Lord cometh with 
ten thousands of his saints, 

15 To execute judgment upon all, 
and to convince all tbat are UJlgodly 
among them of all their ungodly 
deeds which they have wigodly com­
mitted, and of -all their hard speeches 
which ungodly shmers have spoken 
against him. 

le. The prediction of Enoch:

Enoch is only here identified as the seventh from 
Adam. His genealogy appears in Gen. 5:4-20 and 
1 Chron. 1:1-3: Adam, Seth, Enoch, Kenan, 
Mahalalel, Jared, Enoch. Enoch was the sixth 
generation from Adam but "seventh" marks the 
typical Hebrew method of inclusive reckoning. 
Some see in the number 7 a symbolic reference 
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QUMRAH 

125 BC 

to perfection, for Enoch was a righteous man, or 
to the six world periods of sin and death, to be 
succeeded by a seventh, the kingdom of righteousnes. 

While Jude 14-15 is the oldest given prophecy 
recorded in Scripture, another prophetic utterance 
may possibly be seen in Enoch's naming of his son. 
The name Methuselah means "when he is dead, it shall 
be sent." Methuselah died in the year of the flood. 
Death is contained in the name of the longest 
living individual in history. Methuselah's name is 
apparently a prophetic utterance. Enoch had a 
revelation given to him that when his son died, a 
universal flood would destroy the world. In 
prophetic foresight he predicted another world-wide 
judgment, that of the second coming of Christ. 

2e. The problem of the Book of Enoch: 

If. The Book of Enoch: 

The pseudepigraphal Book o¾ Enoch is a 
compilation from the 1st century B.C. of 
several apocryphal works belonging to the 
last two centurieso This composite work of 
108 chapters was originally written in Hebrew 
but later translated into Greek and is a 
remarkable illustration of Jewish apocalyptic. 
The book was widely quoted in th�arly 
Christian centuries by Jews and Christians 
alike. Eleven partial manuscripts were found 
in the case of Qumran. By the 4th century 
the book had fallen into disfavor with the 
Christian Churcho 

2f. The relationship between the Epistle of Jude 
and the Book of Enoch: 

Some say that Jude quoted the Book of Enoch. 
Green thinks it is beside the point whether 
Jude regarded Enoch as inspired (p. 177). 
Others insist that Jude took none of his 
material from Enoch, an epistle filled with 
fanciful and legendary material (Coder, p. 85). 

There is some doubt as to whether Jude actually 
was acquainted with the Book of Enoc�. The 
identification of Enoch as "the seventh from 
Adam" seems to suggest that Jude's readers were 
unfamiliar with the book. 

One must conclude with Lawlor: 

"One thing is absolutely certain: Enoch 
did utter this great prophecy, and Jude 
recorded it. To Enoch was revealed the 
truth of the second coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and he received it and 
believed it." (102-103). 
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Archer takes a mediating position, neither arguing 
for Enoch's inspiration nor suggesting Jude knows 
nothing of the Book of Enoch. He shows that even if 
Jude quoted Enoch, he does not thereby endorse everything 
i;n the epis t1 e. 

The same observation applies to 
Jude 14 and the quotation from the 
antediluvian patriarch Enoch. In this 
case the pseudepigraphical work has 
been preserved in which this same 
<1uotation is found (though the Book 
of Enoch is not extant in any transla­
tion as old as the time of Jude). Enoch 
is quoted as predicting: "Behold the 
Lord has come [probably the Greek 
aorist iltlien represents a prophetic 
perfect in Hebrew or Aramaic, and 
therefore it can be construed as 'shall 
come'J with His holy myriads, to exe­
cute judgment against all and to re­
buke all the ungodly for all their deeds 
of ungodliness that they have perpe­
trated and for all the cruel things they 
have said against Him as the ungodly 
sinners that they are:·

Here we have a remarkable example 
of a powerful prophetic utterance 
coming clown to us from before the 
time of Noah. The mere fact that 
Genesis does not include this statement 
by Enoch furnishes no evidence 
against his having said it. This by no 
means demonstrates that everything in 
the· Book of Enoch is historically accu­
rate or theologically valid. Much of 
Enoch may be quite fictional. But there 
is,no good ground for condemning eve­
rything that is written therein as false, 
simply because the book is noncanoni­
cal. Even a pagan work could contain 
items of truth, as is attested to by Paul 
when he <JUoted Aratus's Plzae11.ome11a 5 
to his Athenian audience (Acts I 7:28). 

(Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties, p.430) 

3e. The particulars of the prophecy: 14b-15

If. The advent of the Savior: 14b 

Behold, the Lord cometh with 
ten thousands of bis saints, 

lg. The chronology of the second advent: 

The opening "behold" arrests the reader's attention 
and focuses on the eschatological certainty of the 
event. Although Enoch predicted the advent of Christ 
approximately 1000 years before it would take place, 
the prophecy is certain to be fulfilledo 

The Book of Enoch does not identify the one who 
comes, !!but Jude makes it clear that it is the Lord 
"with ten thousands of his holy ones." The reference 
is to the attending angels, as indicated thoughout 
Scripture (Deut. 33:2; Dan 7:10; Zech. 14:5; Mt. 25:31; 
2 Thes s 1: 7). "Ten thousands" 1 i terally is myriads, 
in the plural the meaning frequently is "innumerable'.' 
(Heb. 12: 22; cf. Rev. 5: 11). They are "holy ones" 
because of their moral character, but, as Hiebert 
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notes, "the term is broad enough also to include 
the 'saints' (hagioi) who will appear with their 
Lord in glory (Col. 3:4; 1 Thess. 3:13)." (p. 267)

2e. The company at the second advent: 

It is of great interest that the earliest biblical prpphecy 
recorded relates to the greatest prophetic event of all times. 
Well o_ver one thousand times the prophetic word anticipates the 
returning Savior in power and glory. The New Testament con­
cludes. with the awesome scene of the return of Christ and His 
saints at the end of the tribulation period to remedy the 
rebellion at Armageddon. (See the visualizing of Rev. 19:llff 
and Dan. ll:36ff on the next page). All of biblical prophecy 
is bracketed by the stupendous scene of the second advent. 
Enoch is the first prophet, John the last. The most exalted 
event of the prophetic Word is Christ's return to earth after 
the tribulation to.begin his millennial rule as "King of kings 
and Lord of lords." He will be accompanied by angels and 
saints. Through the rapture the church age saints will be re­
moved from this earth seven years prior to the second advent. 
The O.T. saints have enjoyed the presence of the Lord consider­
ably longer. Now they form an accompanying army at the second 
advent. 

40 And at the time of the end shall 
the king of the south push at him: 
·and the king of the north shall
come against him like a whirlwind,
with chariots, and with horsemen,
and with many ships; and he shall
ent(fr ·into the countries, and shall
overflow and pass over.
41 He shall enter also into the

glorious land, and many countries

shall be overthrown: but these
shall escape out of his hand, even
£:dom, and Moab, and the chief of
the children of Ammon.
42 He shall stretch forth his hand

also upon the countries: and the
land of Egypt shall not escape.
43 But he shall have power over

the �reasures of gold and of silver,
and over all the precious things of
Egypt: and the Lib:y-ans and the .. b­
thi-�pi-ans shall be at his steps.
44 But tidings out of the east and

out of the north shall trouble him:
therefore he shall go forth with
great fury to destroy� and utterly to
make away ma�y.
45 And he shall plant the taber­

nacles of his palace between the
seas.in the glorious holy mountain;
yet he shall come to his end. and
none shall help him.

REVELATION 19 

11 And I saw heaven opened� and 
behold a white horse; and he that 
sat upon him was called Faithful 
and True, and in righteo.usness he 
doth judge and-make war. 

12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, 
and on his head were many 
crowns; and he had· a name 
written, that no man knew, but he 
himself. . • 

13 • And he was clothed with a 
vesture dipped in blood: and his 
name.is called The Word of God. 
l'4 And the armies which- were in 

heaven· followed him upon white 
horses, clothed in fine linen, white 
and dean. 

15 And out of his mouth goeth _a 
sharp sword, that with it he should 
smite the nations: and-he shall rule 
them with a rod of iron; and he 
treadeth • ·the winepress of the 
fierceness and wrath of Almighty 
God. 
16 And he hath on his vesture and 

on his thigh a name written, K'iNG 
OF KINGS. AND LORD OF 
LORDS. 
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2f. The avenging of the sinners: 15 

15 To execute judgment upon all, 
and to convince all that are ungodly 
among them of all their ungodly 
deeds w.hich they have wigodly com­
mitted, and of .all their hard speeches 
which ungodly sinners have spoken 
against him. 

The prediction of v. 15 is something very different 
from the joyous event predicted in John 14:1-3, 1 Cor. 
15:51 and 1 Thess. 4:13-18. In those Scriptures the 
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theme is the first phase of the Lord's return, when He 
translates His saints to heaven, of which Enoch's rapture 
was a type. Miile for believers there will be a time of 
celebration in heaven,•.-rincluding the bestowal of rewards 
at the judgment seat of Christ and the marriage of the 
Lamb, there will be a time of tribulation on earth with 
apostasy rising to its full height as men accept Antichrist 
and totally repudiate _all that is of God. 

lg. The dispensing of judgment: 

When the cup of iniquity of apostasy is full, the 
Lord shall descend to earth with myriads of holy 
angels and redeemed men to execute judgment long 
foretold upon the arrogant apostates. The Lord 

"works" judgment. This term speaks of His purpose 
and indicates one of the main reasons for the second 
advento The word judgment (krisin) describes the 
performance of the punishment appliedo Until the 
end of the tribulation period salvation is offered. 
At the second coming, judgment will be meted out on 
all sinners. No one escapes. All rebels are purged 
out. All unbelievers are consigned to the place of 
punishment. The scope is universal (Rev. 6:15-17; 
14: 15). A close examination of the biblical text 
allows us to discern a well defined series of 
judgments ·en compassing -.various .. groups: 

1. Antichrist .and the false prophet are placed
into the Lake of Fire: Rev. 19:20

2. The soldiers who invaded Israel will be
killed with a sword: Rev. 19:15,21.

3 o The ungoldy who persecuted the church will 
be destroyed in flaming fire: 2 Thess. 1:7-9 

4. The unbelieving Israelites will be purged:
Ez. 20: 37-38

S. The unbelieving Gentiles will be consigned
to the Lake of Fire: Mto 25:31-34, 41

6 0 The fallen angels will be judged: Is. 24:21

7. Satan and his hosts will be confined to the
pit for 1,000 years: Revo 20:1-3; Zech. 13:2



2g. The demonstration of judgment:

Two infinitives picture vividly the activity of 
the coming Judge: to dispense judgment and to 
demonstrate judgment. The first is a general 
reckoning, the second is a reference to specific 
results. 
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Rotherham's literal rendering highlights the Hebrew 
parallelism in the verse: 

To execute judgment against all, 
And to convict all the ungodly-

Of all their works of ungodliness, which 
they committed in ungodliness, 

And of all the -hard things which they 
haye spoken against him-sinners, ungodly! 

(cited by Hiebert, p. 268) 

The purpose of judgment is two-fold: The conviction 
of their ungoary w�rks and ungodly words. The polluted 
life and perverse lips are judged. Hiebert stresses 
the importance of the process: 

'"To convict' (elengxai) involves more than just 
bringing into evidence; it involves refuting 
the arguments of the guilty and establishing 
their guilt beyond all doubt, to their own 
shame. There will be no ground to appeal the 
decision of the Judge. In character all will 
be seen to belong to 'the ungodly,' recognized 
as a distinct group." (p. 268). 

lh. Their ungodly works: 

The term ... ,ungdalt'' is!,used 4 times in this verse 
and appears to be a theme of the epistle, 
identifying better than any other adjective 
the nature of apostates (v. S) o

Wolff's connnents on their ungodly deeds are �orth 
noting: 

"Ungodly deeds may be performed by persons who 
have a form of godlinesso Every action that 
proceeds from an unholy, unrepentant heart is 
an ungodly deed. The men here denounced by 
Jude took pleasure in sin, persisted in it and 
perished because of it" (p. 113). 

2h. Their ungodly words: 

"The hard things" which will be examined are 
those which are rough, harsh, and offensive. 
These "ungodly"sinners have spoken against him." 
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Their defiant speech was directed ultimately 
against Christ. With harshness and hardness 
they rejected Christ's claims upon their lives. 
However, every foul word is placed on record 
and they will give an account. 

Everything about the individuals, preeminently 
the apostates among them, is ungodly: the 
persons themselves are ungodly, their actions 
are ungodly, the manner of their perfonnances 
is ungodly and their blasphemies against the 
Lord demonstrate what they are: godless sinners! 

On the one side we have a body of doctrine, which has been the 
support in life and refuge in death of millions of ruen of all nationalities. 
·and grades of mind, which has been witnesse� to by saints and martyrs,
w-hich has conquered first the Roman .Empire and then the barbarians

·who destroyed it, and which has brought a message of peace and· good
will to suffering humanity. On the other side there is a handful of
critics, -,vith their lists of words and polychromatic Bibles. And yet
the "higher criticism" has never saved any souls or healed , any 
bodies. 

Servant of Christ, stand fast amfcl the scorn 
ot men who little know or love thy Lord; 
Turn not aside from toil: cease not to warn, 
Comfort, and teach. Trust Him for thy reward; 
A few more moments' suffering, and then 
Cometh, sweet rest from all thy heart's deep pain. 
For grace pray much, for much thou needest grace; 
If men thy work deride-what can they more? 
Christ's weary foot thy path on earth doth trace; 
If thorns wound thee, �hey pierced Him before; 
Press on, look up, though clouds may gather round; 
Thy place of service He makes hallowed ground. 

Have friends forsaken thee, and cast thy name 
.Out as a worthless thing? Take courage then: 
Go, tell tky Master,· for they did the same 
To Him, who once in patience toiled for them: 
Yet He was perfect in all service here;

Thou oft hast failed: this maketh Him more dear. 
Self-vindication shun: if in the right, 
What gainest thou by taking from God's hand 
Thy cause? If wrong, what dost thou but invite 
Satan l1imself thy friend in need to stand? 
Leave all with God. If right, He,Jl prove thee so;
If not, He,11 pardon; therefore to Him go.

The Truth or Testimony for Christ Vol. XXII (1896), p. 2�. 
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JUDE 

15 To execute judgment upon all, and to 
convince all that are ungodly among them of 
all their ungodly deeds which they have un­
godly committed, and of all their hard speeches 
which ungodly sinners have spoken against 
him. 

hard speeches 

I11urmurers, 
complainers 

great swelling 

words, 

• ungodly deeds

walking after 
their own lusts 

having n1en's 
• ·persons 1n

, . ·achniration 

16 These are murmurers, complainers, walk­
ing after their own lusts; and their mouth 
speaketh great swelling words, having men's 
persons in adnuration because of adva.IJ.tage. 
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4b. Their warped words: 16 

le. The development of Jude's argument: 

In the previous sections Jude dealt with the characteristics 
of the apostates (v. 4, 8, IO, 12-13), interspersing his
progressively vehement denunciation of these individuals with 
comparisons or illustrations from O. T. history. Having 
pointed out the corporate sin of apostasy of the Israelites, 
angels and Canaanites, he illustrates their dreadful dis­
position from the personal apostasy of Cain, Balaam and Korah. 
In verse 16 Jude completes the denunciation of the apostates 
which he began in v. 8. In terse descriptive terms he 
summarizes the character and conduct of these wicked deceivers. 

JUDE. 
15 To execute jttdginent upon 16 These are n1unuurers, cont· 

all, and to con�ince all that are plainers, walking after their 
ungodly atnong them of all own lusts; and their n1outh 
their ungoclly deeds whlch they I speaketh great swellint; words,
have ungodly conunitted, and of lhaving men's persons m ad111i-
all their /hard speeches which ration because of advantage. 
Wlgodly sinners have spoken 
against him. 
Perhaps the phrases of v. 16 explain the sins of v. 15. The 

"hard speeches" of v. 15 are explicated as murmuring and complain­

ing in v. 16 as well as "speaking in great swelling words." "All 

their ungodly deeds" is explained by "walking after their own lusts" 

and "having men's persons in admiration because of advantage." 

2c. The detailing of the antecedent abominations: 

The first three phrases of v. 16 do not simply seem to be 
an elaboration of v. 15 but are also reminiscent of what has 
gone before. In the words of Coder: 

"These are munnurers, reminding us of the murmuring 
of the people of Israel. These are complainers, and 
we recall the angels' dissatisfaction with the place 
given to them by God. These are walking after their 
own lusts, bringing to remembrance the inhabitants of 
Sodom and Gomorrah" (p. 95). 

3c. The demonstration of creeping apostasy: 

JUDE. 
16 These are nmrn1urers, con1-

plainers, walking after their 
own lusts; and their 111outh 
I speaketl1 great swellint; words,
lhaving men's persons 10 admi­
ration because of advantage. 

It would be impossible for Jude's readers not to recognize 
these men in their midst. Jude has used the designation 
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THE SCRIPTURAL CASES OF 

APOSTASY.· 5-7 

The. Arrogance of the Israelites 

The Apostasy of the Angels 

The Abominations of the Canaanttes 

JUDE 

16 These are murmurers, com­
plainers, walking after their own 
lusts; and their mouth speaketh 
great swelling words, having men's 
persons in admiration because of 
advantage. 
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"these" like an· accusing finger (v. 8, 10, 12, 16). 

Jude uses two designations to indicate the nature of the 
apostates who had crept in. How could the readers fail 
to recognize them? "These are murmurers, complainers." 

yoyyvcrr11r, murn1urer 

2d. 

fiµ.oipor, complainer 

=---------...... 
SI MNIPU.OE·C011WSEU)1t 

Murmurers: 

The noun gongustai is only used here in the New 
Testament. Hiebert notes that it depicts the 
apostates "as individuals dominated by a smoldering 
discontent which expresses itself, not in loud, 
outspoken outcries, but in muttered undertones. 
The term is onoma·topoetic, the very sound of the 
word imitating the low grumbling denoted" (p. 270). 
Wolff suggests "the word is probably related to 
another one which means to grunt as swine" (p. 115). 

Their whispered expression of discontent reminds one•,. 
of that of the low muttering of resentment of the 
sullen Israelites in the desert (1 Cor. 10:10). In 
the ministry of Christ His listeners munnured (Jn. 6:61) 
and then forsook Him (Jn. 6:66). The grumbling 
indicated by Jude appears to have been directed 
towards anything and everything not to their liking. 
Green, is correct in his observation that "whenever 
a man ge.ts·,out of touch with God, he is likely to 
begin complaining about something" (p. 178). 
Grumbling is prohibited in Phil. 2:14 and 1 Pet. 4:9. 
It is an attribute of pseudo Christianity in the 
last days, revealing unbelief and apo�tasy. 

Complia.iners: 

Jude uses another word unique to him. He calls 
the apostates mempsimoiroi, comprised of a verb 
meaning "to find ·.f.aul t with, to blame" {mempsomai) 
and a noun meaning "lot" or "fate" (moira). The 
term denotes someone totally dissatisfied with his 
lot in life. The term may be understood like the 
preceding word as a noun, hence, "munnurers, 
complainers" or as an adjective modifying murmurers, 
thus, "munnurers finding fault" (NASB) or "murmerers, 
grumbling at their lot in life" (Moffatt). The tenn 
murmerers would be more general, the complainers more 
specific. As Green says, "They were always cursing 
their luck" (p. 178). 

The mempsimoiros was a standard Greek character like 
Will B. Dunn in the comic strip Kudzu, always 
complaining. Green quotes from Lucian (Cynic xvii), 
where one of the characters exclaims: 
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":fou're satisfied by nothing that befalls you; 
you complain at everything. 

You don't want what you've got, 
you long for what you haven't got. 

In winter you wish it were summer, 
and in sunnner that it were winter. 

You are like the sick folk, 
hard to please and mempsimoirois !" (Po 178) 

Illustrations of contemporary murmurers and complainers 
abound. One need only recall the pitiful response 
of Jim and Tammy Bakker to their demise. Everything 
and everyone was blamed for their downfall, from 
Jerry Falwell to Jimmy Swaggart to demonic individuals. 
Never was there a word of admission that their lot 
was incurred by their own infidelity and immorality, 
godlessness and greed. 

As murmurers and complainers these apostates of 
Jude's epistle demonstrate by their inward and 
outward censoriousness and carping their depar-­
ture from the life of faith. 

3d. Walkers after their own lusts: 

Jude reiterates what he has stated before. Their 
lives are governed by their carnal desires. The 
word epithumia means desire, craving, or longing and 
can be used both in a good sense (1 Thess. 2:17) 
and in a negative sense (Rom. 7:7; Gal. 5:24). 

The succeeding participle "walking" (poreuomai) 
pictures their habitual course of life. The real 
secret of their grumbling and griping "is to be found 
in the fact that they are walking after their own 
lusts, for it is a life of pursuit after vain things 
that are unreal. The great Reality is Christ, and 
they reject Him and deny Him" (Lawlor, 109). 

4d. Utterers of wrong speech: 

The remainder of the verse depicts the conduct and 
conversation of these apostates in relation to others. 

le. Arrogance: 

If. The sin of arrogance: 

Jude emphasizes their bombastic speech when he 
observes that '-'their mouth speaketh great 
swelling words." The te� "great swelling words" 
(huperongka) "in classical Greek was generally 
used of things of great or excessive size, and 
then came to be used of swollen and extravagant 
speech, haughty and bombastic" (Hiebert P o 2 71). 
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Meyer's words are very much to the point: 

"By haughty words (s tol ze Worte) that kind of 
speech is meant which is derived from pride, in 
which man exerts himself above his own position-­
in contrast to the humility of Christians 
who submit themselves to God�" (Meyer, Handbuch 
Uber den ). Brief des Petrus, den Brief.des 
Judas und den 2. Brief des Petrus, 1867, p. 275). 

2f. The source of arrogance: 

The parallel passage in 2 Pet. 2:18 speaks of 
"arrogant words of vanity" (NASB) o Thus, in
their behavior and speech the apostates mirror
the cardinal sin of "th eir father the devil"
(Jn. 8:44) which is pride. He clamored for a
position not rightfully his (Is. 14: 12-15: the
five "I wills ") and his angels refused to be 
satisfied with their position in God's program,
therefore they left their first estate (Jude 6).
No wonder the apostates speak in an immoderate
extravagant manner.

3f. The spreading of arrogance: 

The basic errcrs of the carping critics of the 
Bible and arrogant apostates can Qltimately 
be traced back to Satan's temptation in the 
garden of Eden. In his three statements to Eve 
there is contained the seed of all Bible 
criticism and apostate carping. The helpful 
diagram with explanation by Henry Clark 
which is reproduced below, forcefully demonstrates 
the origin of theological error on this planet. 
Any departure from the Word of God, any denial 
of the Word of God and any deification of man 
ultimately originates with Satan himself� Here 
is Clark's explanation: 

THE SEEDS OF ERROR 

I. "YEA, HATH GOD SAID?"
2o "YE SHALL NOT SURELY DIE." 

3. "YE SHALL BE AS GODS."

These three sentences spoken by the Adversary to our first parents in Eden 
contain the germs of nearly every doctrinal error, and have developed in 
the soil of the unregenerate human heart, where self is exalted to the 
humiliation of God, until to-day we are being told:--

!. "The Bible is not God' s declarations about man but man's thoughts 
about God." 

2. "Sin is only ignorance." "Man has not fallen and is not dead, but is
advancing by education and culture."

3. "Jesus Christ and all men are Divine, and men possess Divine light 
and knowledge .. "
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Perilous Times. 

The Seeds of �rror. 

(Henry Clark, The Faith and the Book, pp. 282-283) 

2e. Flattery: 

Their arrogant refusal to submit to God coexists 
with "cringing, unblushing- submission to others for 
the sake of personal gain: 'showing respect of 
persons for the sake of advantage "' (Hiebert, p. 272). 
The term "showing respect of persons" is 1i teral ly 
rendered "admiring faces." It is a Hebraism which 
refers to flattering admiration of persons. Both 
Jude and his brother James echo the Jewish hatred 
of the practice of curry.d.ng favor '(James 2: 1 ff.; 
cf. Lev. 19:15; Prov. 23:24; Amos 5:12). 

The apostates' warm interest in others may be for 
the sake of personal financial gain, for esteem in 
the community, or for using others for one's ends. 
It is the exploitation of others for personal gain. 
-Their fellow-man becomes the source of reward.and
recognition rather than the God of heaven whom they
have forsaken.

Jude's characterization of the apostates appl_ies 
succinctly to the situation in Christendom todav. 
One need only think of the nauseating fawning over 
persons on the former PTL programs, the Oral Roberts' 
specials, and Robert Schuller's telecasts. Ironside 
bemoans the situation in his day: 
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'The extent to which the public laudation of 
church dignitaries is often carried (even in 
their very presence) is shameful and disgusting. 
Adulation is carried to such an extreme as to 
be positively nauseating; but it is the order 
of the day, and will become increasingly marked 
as man is, inch by inch, pushed into the plac e 
of God and His Christ, till the full consummation 
of the Man of Sin of 2 Thess. 2. The deification 
of humanity and the humanizing of Deity in the 
minds of men is the natural outcome of all this. 
How different was the spirit of Elihu, who, 
having no advantage or profit of his own to se ek, 
could speak with all du e deference before the 
aged, yet with firmness declare, "Let me not, 
I pray you, accept any man's person, neither 
let me give flattering titles unto man. For I 
know not to give flattering titles; in so doing 
my Maker would soon take me away rn (Job 32: 21, 22). 

(pp. 48-49). 
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Monday, April 22, 1991 ■· TIIE DES MOINES REGISTER/ 3A 

NATIONAL NEWS 

Church·shaken by panel's report 

endorsing the joy of sex 

By LAURA S�IONS STEPP 
Washln9'hln ltost 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -A national commit­
tee of Presbyterians has shaken the church of 
John Calvin to its core by recommending the 
denomination rid itself of sexual taboos and 
view sexual relations as a God-given gift to be 
enjoyed by everyone, including single men 
and women, gays and lesbians and responsi­
ble adolescents. 

The report on human sexuality, the fll'St of 
several expected by major Protestant denom­
inations within the next year, will be voted on 
by the full assembly of The Presbyterian 
Church (USA) bi June. Six of 17 committee 
members dissented and produced a minority 
report for the 850-member assembly that will 
meet in Baltimore. 

The majority report attacks the sexual atU'" 
tudes of the church and this country u patri­
archal, homophobic and biased toward het-

,,someone told me the 
one problem with 
Presbyterians is they 
all look like they were 
weaned on pickles.,, 

erosexuallty. 

-JohnCvey
Professor of Bible and religion 

It questions the importance Americans 
place. on marriage, affirms masturbation and 
petting among teen.agers and says that matu­
rity, not marriage, should determine when 

teens engage in intercourse. It says the church 
should endorse new family structures includ­
ing same-sex couples with adopted children .. 

Homosexuals should be able to be ordained 
into the mlnfstry, the report says, and gay •nd 

• lesbian couples should enjoy the same rights
as heterosexual couples.

The report bas become a Presbyterian best­
seller. Published in February, It has sold
20,000 copies at ,s each, and requests contin­
ue at tbe rate of about 1,000 a week.

"Middle-class America had a heart attack,'�
said committee chairman John Carey. 0At
least we•�e gotten their attention."

Larry Rasmussen, professor of Christian
ethics at Union Theological Seminary in New
York, said the report ls the first public sign of
a 0general reappraisal of Christian sexuality"
unaer way among several Protestant organi­
zations.

The report's challenge ·to marriage �eems
to be drawing the most:fire. The·Presbytetian
Church (USA), like other Cbrlstiao·bodtes, bas
viewed marriage as a prerequisite lo:sexual
intercourse and considered sex outside ma.r-

' riage a sin. Those beliefs must change, or the 
church will be seen increasingly as Irrelevant 
to most people's lifestyles, the report says. 

"Rather than inquiring whether sexual ac­
tivity is premarital, marital or postmarital, 
we should be asking whether the relation ls 
responsible, the dynamics genuinely mutual 
and the loving full of joyful caring:' the re­
port says. 

A letter to the June assembly from six for­
mer moderators, or denominational cblef ex• 
ecutives, said, "We affirm what our Confes­
sions say about the unique role of Scripture in 

guiding human life and conduct. We feel the 
report does not recognize this authority!' 

One of them, the Rev. Charles Hammond, 
of Philadelphia, said he also ls disturbed by 
the language that praises the erotic as a 
moral good. 0By thelr deification of sexual 
needs, they've attempted to turn us futo fer• 
tility cults," he said. 

Carey, professor of Bible and religion at 
Agnes Scott College, a Presbyterian women's 
institution In Atlanta, said, uTbe history of 
Christianity ls to regard anything f tom the 
waist down - 'the stirring of the loins' - as 
demonic .... That's all baloney. We think it is 
time to affirm the Eros. 

"Someone told me the one problem with 
Presbyterians ls they all look like they were 
weaned on pickles/' he continued. "A little joy 
is called for." 



M
on

da
y .

 A
pri

l 2l
, 1

99
1 
■
 
m

E 
DES

 M
O

IN
ES

 R.
EC

ISTtR
/ J

A 

N
A
T
IO

N
A
L
 N

E
W

S
 

Ch
ur

ch
 sh

ak
en

 by
 p

an
el'

s r
ep

ort
 en

do
rs

in
g t

he
 jo

y o
f s

ex
BJ

 U.
tnU.

 SESSIO
NS

 STEP
P 

.....,_
.,
..
 

-
-

-
-

1
 

·-.
n

lll
 flltenlllme.

 1t
11

71
tlle

cb
11tt

b 
uder

 w
ay

 IIDIIII
I 

llftftl
 Protestazl

t orpDi-
p

ldJJI
I b

amu
 Uf

e an
d 

micl1let.
 W

e 
f �

 til
e 

W
ASHlNCTON

, D
.C

. -
A.

na
ttoaal

 commi
t •

 
·-

fami
ly

 strDctva
 lllcl

ad-
u

tkllll.
 

nport
 does

 not
 rec:op1ze

 Wt
 aatllarl

ty
. 

tee
of

 Prelbyteriam
luu

u
lla

ba
tbe

eb
rch

l 
,,

s o
m

eo
ne

 to
lt'

 ...
 e I

 
t 

qu
 

.
.
 ......._

cb.Udna.
 

Tbt
 report'

acbanmp
 to

�
-

�
 

One
 of

 tbem,
 tbe

 Rn
. Olat

l•
 Hammon

d,
 

Jolm
 Ca

lTIII
 to

ils
 cont

 bJ
 t1

1c.•o
rm

iMiiclluc
tbl

 
. 

• 
• 

•. 
to

be
dra

wiDC
tbe

lDOlt
ftn.

 Tllt
u

_,
1-

-
of

 PbUadel
pbt

a,
 lll

d 
bu

llet
 II

 dbtarbed
 b

y 
deaomma

tlon
 rtd

 ltNII
 ol

 Nnll
 taboos

 and
 

on
e p

ro
bl

em
 w

i 
p,

1 'a
 

es
t1

0,11
s 

t
b-'

"'""
IUSA

!,Uk
eotber

CtlrtlttaD
llodl

-
. bas

 
ti!

• 
la

ap
11

1 
tb

at
 p

ra
Jla

 t
be

 t
ro

tle
 1

1
1 

mw
 --1

 re
la

tJom
•

• God-t1nia
 clft

 to
 be

 
n..

 
b
 

• 
i

◄ 
t\A

c,
, 

-
..

 •
 pNll'9q1lfll

te
 to

 wnal
 

mor
al

 l
ood.

 ''B
J 

tb
•i

r 
de

Ul
ca

tio
a 

ot
 sms

al
 

ta
joJ'ed

 b
)'..,.,.....

 lae
llldlll

1 
atocr

• 
ID

ID
 

r
 r
es

 ')'
ter

,a
n
s
 

�
e

 
o
,..
 l'll

 
e
 
l' ll]

 ·•
�

�
mar

• 
llftdl,

 llley'
YI

 a
ttem

pted
 to

 tum
 III

 lllto
 fer

• 
anct

 women.
 P

71
 anct.

Jllbl.lm
 �

 1'91p0111i
• 

al
l l

oo
k 

l i
ke

 t 
J)e

f 
...,
 

llrzt
 

· 
p

 
""

tbl
 

t1u
tr

era1
ta.

"1ie
aa1

d. 
bl

• '4o
i.c.atl.

 
• 

• 
• 

·-
-...or

 o
f B

ib
le

 a
nd

 n
llgt

on
 a

t 
Tlll

t'epCll't
aa

blllDU
lffll&ll

ty,
tlle

!lnt
of

 
we

an
ed

 on
p

i, 
• 

11
-

,
 Ill]

 
aa

e 
�

 
Or

'-A
a
c 

�
aa

womn
•, 

1m
n

h
rzpeet.ed

b)'
ma

for
Pnltlltut

deaom-
• 

",IQ
 

· 
e

1 
· 

�I,
�

 f.CI
 

e 
A

 
"1 ,otory

of
 

laa
domi

 wt
thlll

 tbe
 oat

 ,-r
, wOl

 bn
oted

 III
 

r
 

O
 

J
 

.(
 J 

4°l
 

• 

==;o==
 

�
--

t tt y
, IJ

o t
 

D g
 tee,j

 .. l 
11Jas

1, . �
e r

1 c a
11 

=
 .. �

 
.......
...
 -
...
...
 , ...
 T,:!'.t..

...
. 

ee
ns

 
lll

a r
r i 

l e
rs

 . Sho
d 

• uri
 

U o
 

s
.,,,._

..,,...,
_ ...

 ....., ....
 ,,_

 .........
... ., 

,,. 
e11

ga
"" 

. 
ag

e 
,..

 
....,

 sa
11e

 "
"

 
IJJ a

lld
 

:=r
::.=

·�"=
=

 c
-:..

-;: S
u o

uJd
 

oe
 ll]

 hJ
t 

, 
IIO

U]d
 d

 
.,,.,

 ""
at

 l2l
 

-
i11 g

 SJl
...,..

e11
do

rs
e 11 

e
r c

o urs
e 

lt 
ete

r llJbJ
e 

at
u ..

 
_

,,
e-

se
k
 

eiv
 la

llli
l 

• 
sa

Ys
 tb

 
IVb

e n
 

.
 

ll
olii

as
 

CO
Up

Jes
 IV

Jt/
' :

tru
ct ures

e
_cb

ur
ch

 
11!1t

o th
e 1'1l

;:!'_
als

 sb
ou

Jd
 

a 
O p

tecJ
 c lUJ

::;
c 1u

d-
es

b J aa
 -

�
�

 tb
 

be
 a b

J e 
• e

11 . 
as

 h e
te ,.

:
llp

Jes
 ;b

ou
�%

ePo
rt 

sa
�

o be
 or

daiJi
�

 
'kll

aJ 
CO

up
J ,tk.

 e11Joy
 th

e 1,;
,:11

d K
ay

 ar:,
d 

, 
�

. 
�

�
e
 ri

 
"Mi

ddl
e-c

lass
 Am

eri
ca

 ha
d a

 heart
 at

ta
ck

 " 
rh

ts 
sa

id
 c

om
m

itt
ee

 c
ha

irm
a·n

 J
oh

n 
Ca

re
y. 

"A
t 

leas
t w

e'v
e g

ot
te

n 
th

eir
 a

tte
nt

io
n."

 

I �
 

w
 

N
 

' 




