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WHY STUDY _THE EPISTLE OF JUDE? 
BECAUSE OF 

1.1L--___________ ______, 

2 

A. Some scriptures are avoided because of familiarity, some are simply neglected.
B. All of God's words are pure, priceless, permanent, and indispensable:

Ps. 12:6-7 

2. __ 1 ----------

A. Jude is providentially the last of the General Epistles.
B. The epistle is the Church's last warning before the tribulation.

3.l�----'--------J
A. Jude is the stepchild of Scripture in New Testament scholarship.
B. Like Paul, ·the Church needs to declare the whole counsel of God. Acts 20:27

4.1�----------" 

s.l

6.1 

7. 

A. The Epistle of Jude touches on every major Bible doctrine.
B. Jude's doctrinal truths are of·great benefit and blessing to believers.

A. 

B. 

A. 

B. 

A. 

B. 

Jude has a unique vocabulary and intriguing style. 
Jude's careful composition follows a unique outline. 

In a day of compromise, the conflict is often ignored. 
Divine truth needs to be both declared and defended. 

Jude gives the antitode for apostasy in the last days. 
The alarming apostasy and dreadful debauchery of some contemporary 
Christian leaders forcefully illustrate Jude's points. 
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1.I ITS INCLUSION IN THE INSPIRED CANON

A. Some scriptures are avoided because of familiarity, some are simply neglected.
B. All of God's words are pure, priceless, permanent, and indispensable:

Ps. 12 :6-7 

2,1 ITS POSITION IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

A. Jude is providentially the last of the General Epistles ..
B. The epistle is the Church's last warning before the tribulation.

3.I 1-T-s NEGLECT BY BIBLICAL SCHOLARSHIP

A. Jude is the stepchild of Scripture in New Testament scholarship.

B. Like Pa.ul, the Church needs to declare the whole counsel of God. Acts 20: 27

4.1 ITS WEALTH OF THEOLOGICAL CONTENT 7 
A. The Epistle of Jude touches on every major Bible doctrine.

B. Jude's doctrinal truths are of·great benefit and blessing to believers.

5., ITS UNIQUENESS OF STYLISTIC DETAIL

A. Jude has a unique vocabulary and intriguing style.

B. Jude's careful composition follows a unique outline.

6. ITS EMPHASIS ON AN IGNORED IMPERATIVE

A. In a day of comp.i:omise, the conflict is often ignored�
B. Divine truth needs t:o be both declared and defended.

ii ITS RELEVANCE TO CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIANITY

A. Jude 9ive1� the anti tode for apostasy in the last days.

B. The alarming fJpostasy and dreadful debauchery of some contemporary
Christian leaders forcefully illustrate Jude's points.



PSALM 12

6 The words of the LORD are pure words: 
as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified 
seven tin1es. 

7 Thou shalt keep them, 0 LORD, thou 
shalt preserve them from this generation for 
ever. 
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3A. PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATIONS: 

lb. The Authorship and Attestation of Jude: 

le. The identity of Jude: 

ld. The name Jude in the N.T. 

2d. 

le. Judas (not Iscariot), the son of James: Jn. 14:22, cf., 
Luke 6:16, Acts 1:13 

2e. Judas Iscariot: Lk. 6:16 

3e. Judas of Damascus: Acts 9:11 

4e. 

Se. 

6e. 

The 

le. 

2e. 

3e. 

Judas Barsabas: Acts 15:13-22,27,32 

Judas, one of the Lord's brethren: Mk. 6:3-4

Judas, one of the ancestors of Joseph: Mt. 1:23

writer of the epistle: 

He was not one of the Apostles: Jude 17 

He was the brother of James: Jude l; James 1:1

He was an unbeliever before the resurrection of Christ: 

John 7:5 "For neither did his brethren believe in him." 

lf. Apparantly Jude and his brothers and sisters were un­
believers at first: Mk. 6:3-4 (Matt. 13:55-56) 

"Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the 
brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? 
and are not his sisters here with us? And they were 
offended at him. But Jesus said unto them, a prophet 
is not without honour, but in his own country, and among 
his own kin, and in his own house." 

2f. Jude and his brothers and sisters became convinced of 
Jesus' deity: Acts 1:14 

"These all continued with one accord in prayer and 
supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother 
of Jesus, and with his brethren." 

3f. In unaffected humility Jude does not refer to himself 
as the brother of Christ but, because of a new relation­
ship after the resurrection, the servant of Christ. 

4f. Jude was married and his wife appears to have joined 
him on his missionary journeys: I Cor. 9:5 
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3A. PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATIONS: 

lb. The Authorship and Attestation of Jude: 
le. The identity of Jude: 

2d. The writer of the epistle: 
3e. He was an unbeliever before the resurrection of Christ: 

4e. Jude was a man thoroughly acquainted with the imagery 
(v. 12f, -23) and history (v. 5-7, 11) of the O.T. The 
epistle portrays him as a man with profound convictions, 
vivid imagination and clear discernment. 

Se. He apparently was an evangelist, well know to his readers. 

6e. Little else is known about him. Farrar remarks: 

"So little, indeed, is known of St. Jude, that even tradition 
which delights to furnish particulars respecting the Apostles 
and leaders of the early Church, is silent about him." 
(F.W.Farrar, The Early Days of Christianity (1882), p. 123) 

An interesting account has been passed down about two of his 
grandsons: 

Beyond such personal characteristics as are suggested· by the epistle, 
little or nothing is known of Jude. One Incident of interest, not about 
himself, but about his descendants, is related by Eusebius (Eccks. Bin.

iii. 20, 32). Two of Jude's grandsons, it is said, were summoned before
Domitian, for this emperor waa as much alarmed at the appearance of
Christ as Herod. He had heard they were of the royal family of
David, and they admitted their descent. But when be learned that
their whole property was only thirty-nine plethra of land, Le. about
nine acres, saw that their hands were bardened by labour, and heard
that the kingdom which they expected was not to be in this present
world, he dismissed them as simpletons whose cause need no longer be
feared.

2c. The authenticity of Jude: 

ld. The attestation in works. 

Angus, The Bible Handbook, p. 749 

While brief in content, the epistle made a strong impression on 
early Christianity. Allusions to Jude are found in these early 
Christian works: 

Epistle to· the Corinthians by Clement of Rome (c. 94) 
Epistle to the Philippians by Polycarp (d.c. 155) 
Epistle of Barnabas (c. 130) 
The Shepherd of Hermas (c. 90-c. 140) 
Didache (c. 100-120) 
The Muratorian Canon (before 170) 

2d. The attestat_ion by the Church Fathers: 

The Church Fathers quoted from it as authoritative Scripture: 
Tertullian of Carthage (c.160/170-c.215/20) calls Jude Scripture. 
Clement of Alexandria (c.155-c.220) quoted Jude several times. 
Origen (c.185-c.254) highly valued Jude. 
Eusebius of Caesarea (c.265-c.339) distinguished Jude from spurious 

works. 
Jerome (c.345-c.419) referred to it. 



Hiebert summarizes the external evidence thusly: 

"The external evidence shows that the Western Church accepted 
the Epistle of Jude quite early, since it was known in Italy, 
North Africa, and Egypt by the middle of the second century. 
But the Syrian churches long rejected it, and there was little 
knowledge of it in the region until the fourth century. The 
brevity of the epistle, as well as the polemical character of 
its contents, may well account for the silence concerning it. 
The Council of Carthage (397)" upheld its canonicity, a judgment 
which the churches came to accept universally." (Second Peter 
and Jude, p. 187) 

2b. The Design and Destination of Jude: 

le. The design: 

In writing such a short and severe letter, Jude:pursues a negative and 
positive purpose. 

ld. Negatively: 

Jude writes to counter the inimical impact the abominable apostates 
were having within the church. 

2d. Positively: 

Jude encourages the believers "to contend earnestly for the faith 
which was once for all delivered unto the saints" (v.3). He 
assures the saints of their secure standing in salvation (v. 1,24-25) 
and gives them timely directives how to approach the apostates. 
(v.17-21). 

2c. The destination: 

The brevity of the epistle does not afford a clear answer to the 
question of origin or destination 'of 'the letter. 
The description of the readers is general enough to include all 
believers. However, the readers must have been well known to Jude, 
as seen from the specific events mentioned in verses 3-4 as well as 
niscev,ident personal acquaintance with them. A particular circle 
of churches must have been in view although the region of Antioch 
seems to be excluded, since the Syrian churches did not accept the 
epistle until the 4th century. 

3b. The Connection between Jude and 2 Peter.: 

le. The problem: 

There are similarities of occasion, of thought and of terminology 
between Jude and 2 Peter. 

2c. The possibilities: 

ld. 2 Peter and Jude have no relationship. The epistles are simply 
addressed to people who face similar problems. 

--This position does not account for the minute verbal similarities. 
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2d. 2 Peter and Jude adopted their material from some common 
source. 

--Predicating a third unknown epistle only adds to confusion. 

3d. 2 Peter relies heavily on Jude. 

4d. Jude used Peter's epistle but organized his material independently. 

(Cf. Tenney, NT Survey, p. 371) 

Although questioned by some, the priority of 2 Peter seems to be clear, 
While in 2 Peter the false teachers are anticipated and predicted, 
in Jude's epistle the danger of false teachers is actual and 
present. Peter warns that false teachers would come; Jude warns 
that false teachers are in the church. The International Standard 
Bible Encyclopedia gives a helpful summary of the prospective tense 
in 2 Peter and present tense in Jude in relation to the apostates. 

Relatiori of th, Seco,id Epistle of Peter to tl,e Epistle of Jude. 

We cannot foil to perceive how much 
dnrkm· nnd moro sinister is that of Jude. Tho evil, 
nlnrming ccrtninly in Peter, l,ecomca appalling in 
Judo. Subjoined nrc proofe of the foct above stated: 

2 Peli 2 1 Judo ver 4 

But thore arose Ca.lso Jror thoro aro certain 
prophets also among tho men crept In privily .... 
1,eo1,le aR nmoug you nlao 

• thero shall l,o !also tol\chon 

2 Pet 2 1 
who shall 1,rl vlly bring In 
dostructlvo horoslos, dony­
lug ovou tho Mast01· thRt 
l,ought thorn •••• 

.Julio vor 4 
.... ungodly 111011, turning 
tho gmc:c, ol Ootl Into lo.scl­
vlo�asuosR, U.IUI clonrlng our
only .MnRtor nm Lord, 
Josue Ohl'lst. 

2 Pot 2 3 .Judo vor 16 
And lncovotousnessshall .. .. murmurers com-

they with lolgnod wore ls 1,lo.lnors, wn.lklng ai'ter their 
make morchandlso of you own luslis (and their mouth 

s1m11.lcuth grel\t swelling 
• woa·ds), showing ros1,ect of

porsons tor thu,so.ke or atl­
vo.nto.go. 

These contrasts nnd comparisons l,ctwcen the
two cpp. prnve (1) thnt in Julie the false teachers 
are worao

i 
more virulent Uum in Poter, nnd (2) that

in Peter t 10 whole dcsoription is t>rcdiolive, wherens 
in Jude the dcplonil,le condition 1s nctun.lly present. 
If 2 Pet is depen<lont on Ju<lc, if tho apostle cited 
from Judc1 how explnin the etl'Ong prndictive ele­
ment in lus opening verses (2 Pct 2 1-3)? 

.IS.fi&, III, 1769. 

If 2 Peter was written first, then the date for Jude cannobi be·· 
before A.D.65. Perhaps two or three years may have elapsed 
since the writing of 2 Peter. An event such as the destruction 
of Jerusalem in A.D.70 would most likely have been mentioned by 
Jude as another one of God's judgments. It is safe to suggest 
a date of A.D.67-68 for the Epistle of Jude. 
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2d. Jude has a great fondness for triplets: 

le. Jtide--servant--brother (v. 1) 
2e. Calied--sinctified--kept (1) 
3e. Mercy--peace--love (2) 
4e. Ungodly--turning--denying (4) 
Se. Israelites--angels--cities of the plain (5-7) 
6e. Defile--set at nought--rail (8) 
7e. Cain, Balaam, Korah (11) 
Be. These are--these are--these are (12,16,19) 
9e. Separations--sensual--not having the Spirit (19) 

lOe. Building up yourselves-praying-keep (20,21) 
lle. Some--some--some (22,23) 
12e. Before all time--now--for evennore (25) 

(Cf. Lawlor, The Epistle of Jude, p. 14 for a 
list of 18 triplets.) 

3d. Jude shows an inclination for certain words: (v. 12,13) 

le. "Beloved"--i3 tinies' -(.3 ,"p, 20)

4d. 

2e. "These�--5 times (8,10,12,16,19) 

3e. "Keep"--5 times (1,6,6,13,21) 

Jude uses impressive epithets and metaphors: 

le. "Hidden rocks" 

2e. "Clouds without water" 

3e. "Autwnn trees without fruit" 

4e. "Twice dead" 

Se. "Plucked up by the roots" 

Ge. "Wild waves of the sea" 

7e. "Wandering stars" 
(Scroggie, The Unfolding Drama, p. 328) 

Sd. Jude quotes pseudepigraphal literature: 

le. The problem: 

lf. In verses 14-15 Jude quotes the pseudepigraphal apocalypse 
of 1 Enoch, composed, it is supposed, before the Christian 
era. 

2f. In verse 9 Jude alludes to 1be Assumption of Moses written 
in all probability between A.D.6-44. 

3f. The early Church may have questioned Jude's inspiration 
because of his quoting these non�canonical writings. 

2e. The possibility: 



6d. 

7d. 
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lf. Instead of quoting these spurious writings, Jude may 

simply be reporting under inspiration what was common 

religious tradition at the time, selecting under the 

Spirit's guidance two illustrations suited for his purpose. 

2f. If Jude did quote these 2 pseudepigraphal books, he was 

by no means implying their inspiration. 

3f. Paul quoted non-biblical material without suggesting it 

was inspired: 

lg. In Acts 17:28 Paul quotes Aratus, a poet of the 3rd 

century B.C. 

2g. In I Cor. 15:33 Paul refers to Meander, a Greek poet of 

the 4th century B.C. 

3g. In Titus 1:12 Paul refers to Callimachus, a poet who 

died about 70 B.C. 

4g. In 2 Tim. 3:8, Paul is quoting a non-biblical tradition. 

Jude contains unique material, not found anywhere else in the 

Bible. He is the only one who records the strife over the 

body of Moses (v. 9) and Enoch's prophecy of Christ returning 

with ten thousands of his saints (v. 14-15). 

Jude's message is relevant for any age, especially for the 

final days of the present dispensation. Jude envisions 

the apostasy continuing until the Lord Himself will judge 

the apostates at the Second Advent (v. 14-15). 

JUDE: A UNIQUE EPISTLE 

UNIQUE TERMS 
---------------

JUDE USES 15 WORDS 

THAT ARE FOUND 

NOWHERE ELSE 

IN THE NEW 

TESTAMENT. 

@ UNIQUE THEOLOGY 

DESPITE THE BREVITY OF 

THE EPISTLE, IT CONTAINS 

A BREADTH OFTHEOLOGICAL 

TRUTHS RELATING TO EVERY 

MAJOR DOCTRINE. 

@ UNIQUE THEME

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO 

FIND A BOOK OF SCRIPTURE 

WITH MORE SERIOUS 

INVECTIVES AND 

STERN WARNINGS. 

UNIQUE THRUST 
---------------

NO OTHER INSPIRED 

BOOK DEALS EXCLUSIVELY 

WITH APOSTASY, A THEME 

PROMPTED BY THE HOLY 

SPIRIT BECAUSE OF THE 

IMMEDIATE DANGER, 
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TRACING TWELVE TREMENDOUS TRIPLETS 

3 DESCRIPTIONS OF JUDE 

JUDE I 1

SERVANT 

BROTHER. 

3 SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS 

SANCTIFIED I 1

PRESERVED 

CALLED 

3 GIFTS OF GRACE 

MERCY I 2

PEACE 

LOVE 

3 OiAPACTERIS"OC OF APOSTAlES 

UNGODLY I 4

TURNING 

DENYING 

3 O.T. ILLUSTRATIONS 

ISRAELITES 1 s-1

ANGELS 

. CITIES 

3ACTIVITIES OF APOSTATES 

DEFILE I 8

SET AT NOUGHT 

RAIL 

3 O.T. EXAMPLES 

CAIN 1 11 

BALAAM 

KORAH 

3-FOLD ENUMERATION OF SIN

THESE ARE l12,16,1S 
. .

THESE ARE 

THESE ARE 

3DESCmPTIONS OF MOCKERS 

SEPARATE I 19 

SENSUAL 

SPIRIT-LESS 

3 ACTIVITIES FOR BELIEVERS 

BUILDING UP 120-21 

PRAYING 

KEEP 
,, ,·-----------

•. 3 :PRACTICAL ILLUSTRATIONS 

LOVE OF GOD I 21

MERCY OF CHRIST 

ETERNAL LIFE 

3 WAYS TO DEAL WITH APOSTATES· 

SOME 122-23

SOME 

SOME 

-12-







lA. TIIE SINCERE CONCERN OVER THE APOSTATES: 1-4 
lb. The Introduction of the writer: la 

le. His identity: 

-15-

The writer of the brief epistle identifies himself as Jude� 
However, the name "Jude" or "Judas" appears in its various 
fonns at least six times in the New Testament. 

Id. The N. T. references to Jude: 

2d. 

J
UDE, the servant of Jesus
Christ, and brother of J runes, 

to them that are sanctified by 
God the Father, and preserved 
in Jesus Christ, and called: 

le. Judas or Jude, the Lord's 
brother: Mt. 13:55 cf M. 6:3 

2e. Judas, the son of James: Jn 14: 
22 cf Lk. 16:16, called also 
Labbaeus(Mt. 10:3 AV) and 
Thaddaeus (Mk. 3:18). 

3e. Judas Iscariot: Mk. 3:14; 
Mt. 10:4; Lk. 6:16 

4e. Judas the Galilean: Acts 5:37 

Se. Judas of Damascus: Acts. 9:11 

6e. Judas Barsabas: Acts 15:22-33 

7e. Judah, one of the ancestors of 
Joseph and thus Christ: Mt. 
1: 2-3 

The identity of the writer: 

The writer identifies himself as 
"the brother of James. This links 
him to Jesus as a half brother. It 
further helped the recipients of the 
letter in identifying him as the 
brother of the ·well-known person of 
James, one of the key leaders in 
the church at Jerusalem. 

3d. The meaning of the name Jude: 

Te. The significance of the name: 

JUDAS. I. The Lord's brother 
(Mt. 13:SS = Mk. 6:3). Perhaps the 
author of the Epistle of •Jude, who 
styles himself 'brother of James' 
(* BRETHREN OF THB LoRD ). 

2. The son of James, and one of
the Twelve (Lk. �:16), called also 
Lebbaeus (Mt. 10:3, AV) and Thad­
daeus (Mk. 3: 18), who asked Jesus 
a question in the upper room (Jn. 
14:22). Some regard him as the 
author of the Epistle of Jude. 

3. For Judas Iscariot, see below.
4. The Galilean who stirred up a

rebellion against the Romans (Acts 
5:37). Josephus says he was born in 
Gamala (Am. 18. 3), and places the 
rebellion in AD 6. •Quirinius 
defeated the rebels and Judas was 
slain. 5. A Jew at whose house in 
Damascus Paul lodged (Acts 9: 11). 
6. A prophet surnamed Barsabbas,
who with Silas was chosen by the
Jerusalem Christian leaders to
accompany Paul and Barnabas to
Antioch to convey the apostles'
decision regarding circumcision
(Acts 15:22-33). J.D.D. 

The Illustrated Bible 
Dictionary, Tyndale, 
Vol. 2, 830. 

A word about the meaning of the name "Jude" is in order. 
Much more than today, most biblical names have a 



special spiritual and sometimes prophetic s·ignificance.
Besides, Jude's name is one of the most common in the 
N.T. Farrar has some interesting observations about 
the name Jude: 

"Among the Jews there was an extreme paucity of names, 
and Jude was one of the very commonest of those few 
names. There are six Judes in the New Testament alone 
and very many in Josephus and among the Rabbis. The 
name at once marks the nationality of the writer; he 
is so completely a Jew that he has not even adopted 
the almost universal practice among his countrymen 

-16-

of choosing another name for the purpose of intercourse 
with the Gentiles." (Farrar, The Messages of the Book?, 
pg. 451). 

2e. The source of the name: 

HAT'S IN A NAME?· 

JU'DAII (n�rli1i, i. e. Ychfidn. [praise,

/wmw]: •1o6Bav in Gen. xxix. 35; Alex. lou6a i 
elsewhere 'Ioooas in both l\[SS. and in N. 'I'.; and 
so also Josephus: Juel.-,), the fourth son of Jacob 
nod tho fourth or Leah, the Inst hefore the tempo­
rary ccssat ion in the births of her children. 11 is 
wholo 1,roLhere wcro Hcuhcn, Simeon, and· I..c,,i, 
elclcr Umu himself - fasnchar nnd �ohulma you11gc1· 

. (see xxxv. 23). 'l'hc muue is explained ns havhag 
origiunte,l in Leah's exclamation of " praise" at 
this fresh gift of Jeho\'nh- "She said, 'now will 

I praise (n1it-l, ode/,) Jeho,·ah.' nnd she. callc<I 
his 1anmo Yehmtah " (Gen. xxix. 35 ). The same 
play is preserved in the hlessing of Jacob - "Ju­
dah, thou whom thy brethren shall 1uaise ! " (x.lix. 
8 ). The name is not of frequent occun-ence in 
the O. '1'. In tho Apocryplm, howe\'cr, it:appenrs 
iu the great hero J mlas l\Iuccabruus; in the N. '1'. 
in J udc, Judas · Iscariot, nnd others. [JUDA; 
JunAs.] 

DH. WJLLIAl\l 8.MJTH"S 

DIUTIONAUY OF THE BIBLE; 
Vol. II, 1489 



The name Jude, then, derived from Judah, the fourth 
son of Jacob (Gen. 29:35) means "praised" or "honored." 
As the half brother of our Lord he indeed was honored 
but, as he demonstrates in verses 1-2, so is every 
believer. It is the spiritual not physical relation­
ship which is significant. 

On the other hand, a man's name does not always 
determine his character. Jude may have been shortened 
from Judas in an effort "to disassociate the writer of 
the epistle from the infamy associated with the most 
famous bearer of that name, the traitorous Judas 
Iscariot" (Hiebert, Second Peter and Jude, p. 208). 

Coder well remarks: "On the very threshold of the 
book written about apostasy appears a name which 
brings to mind a traitor who stands forever as the 
worst apostate the world has ever known. Judas, 
a name common enough in the days of our Lord, has 
been anathema for nearly 2,000 years. Men call their 
sons Paul or Peter, they call their dogs Nero or 
Caesar, but the name Judas has been blotted out of 
our language except as a synonym of apostasy and 
tteachery'-' (Jude The Acts of the Apostates, p. 7) . 

What better title than Jude could be found for an 
epistle that describes the falling away of the Church 
in the end times? 

2c. His ancestry: 

3 DESCRIPTIONS OF JUDE 

JUDE I 1

SERVANT 

BROTHER 

Jude attaches a two-fold designation to his name, the first 
showing his spiritual relationship, the second his physical 
relationship. 

Id. His heavenly relationship: 

By calling himself the servant or bondslave (oooAo�) 
of Jesus Christ, he relates himself to Jesus as his

heavenly master. Like James, he refuses.to call himself 
the brother of Jesus Christ. The reason for this reticence 
is underscored by Farrar: 

"Awe and humility prevented him. Their relationship to 
Jesus of Nazareth in the earthly life gave them no right 
to speak of themselves as brothers of Him who now sat at 
the right hand of the Majesty on high. I believe that 
both James and John would have repudiated with something 
like horror and indignation the title of adelphotheos, 
"brother of God," which sometimes applied to them in the 
early Church, and which is even found in late inscriptions 
of this Epistle" (p. 452) . 

The term oooAoc; is derived from OE(J), , "to 
bind" and denotes one who is bound to another. 
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