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Abortion, Page 2
Social abortion:
Abortion to ease economic pressure on a family.

Ethical abortion:
Abortion in case of rape or incest.

Abortion-on-demand:
Abortion for any or no reason.

The Method of Abortion:

Five methods of abortion are currently used in America.

(C. Everett Koop,

Abortion in America, p. 11-4).

lc.

2c.

D & C or Dilatation and Curettage Abortion:

This method is most often used in the first thirteen weeks of preganancy.
A tiny hoe-like instrument, the curette, is inserted into the womb
through the dilated cervix, its natural gateway. The abortionist then
scrapes the wall of the uterus, cutting the baby's body to pieces.

Now used less frequently than suction.

Abortion at six weeks kills a little human being with arms and legs,
fingers and the beginning of toes. His head may appear outrageously
large compared to his body, but this is only because of the rapid rate

at which his brain is developing. At this age he will already respond,
by flexing his neck and trunk, if his lips or nose are stroked lightly.
His brain waves can be observed with modern electronic devices. (Kenneth
M. Mitzner,Christianity Applied, November 1974, p. 22).

Suction Abortion:

Most commly used method for early pregnancies, the principle is the

same as in the D & C in this technique, which was pioneered in Communist
China, a powerful suction tube is inserted through the cervix into the
womb. The body of the developing baby and placenta are torn to pieces
and sucked into a jar.

ratory, just as a tonsil or an appen-
dix has to be examined. Needless to
say, many pathologists are revolted
by this task and have been very co-

(Ibid, pp. 22-23).

The D and C is being displacéd by
suction curettage, in which the baby
is torn from the wall of the uterus
by a small but very powerful vacuum
cleaner. The doctors who use this
device frequently refer to it by the af-
fectionate term "baby-scrambler.”

A six-week fetus is only about an
inch long and may pass through the
baby-scrambler in one piece. The
method is used, however, up to
about 32 months, when the baby is
three or four inches long, and the
older babies are torn to pieces by
the suction. The doctor who does
the abortion never has to look at the
results of his work. However, after
a legal abortion, the pieces have to
be examined in the pathology labo-

operative in providing photographs
of: the dismembered babies: for use
by anti-abortion groups. -

The head, ‘the rib-cage, and the
limbs are usually separate and rec-
ognizable. The eyes are frequently
popped. The abdomen has been
torn away and the viscera emptied
out, but in some specimens the
heart and the intestine are identi-
fiable. A skilled doctor can do this |
to fifteen babies a day and still have
plenty of time to play golf.

At best, we said, abortion is equiva-
lent to killing a person in his sleep.
But the victim of the baby-scrambler
is no silent sleeper. Depending on
his age and inclination, his last mo-
ments may be spent swimming in
his watery surroundings, drinking
some of the fluid, learning to coor-
dinate the movement of his hands,
sucking his thumb, or making faces.
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Salt Poisoning, or Hyper-Natremic Abortion:

This method is generally used after thirteen weeks of pregnancy. A
long needle is inserted through the mother's abdomen and a strong salt
solution is injected directly into the amnionic fluid which surrounds
the child. The salt is swallowed and "breathed" and slowly poisons
the baby, burning his skin as well. The mother goes into labor about
a day later and expels a dead, grotesque, shriveled baby. Some babies
have survived the "salting out"” and were born alive.

Hysterotomy or Cesarean Section Abortion:

Used in the last trimester of pregnancy, the womb is entered by surgery
through the wall of the abdomen. The tiny baby is removed and allowed
to die by neglect or sometimes killed by a direct act.

Prostaglandin Chemical Abortion:

This is the newest form of abortion and uses chemicals developed and

sold by the Upjohn Pharmaceutical Company, Kalamazoo, Michigan. These
hormone-like compounds are injected or otherwise applied to the muscle

of the uterus, causing it to contract intensely, thereby pushing out

the developing baby. " Babies have been decapitated during the abnormal
contractions. Many have been born alive. The side effects to the

mother are many. A number of mothers have even died from cardiac arrest
when the prostaglandin compounds were injected. Upjohn is one of the
primary contemporary pharmaceutical firms known to have reverted to
chemistry for death since the days of Nazi Germany. Upjohn's 1979 Annual
Report boldly declares that the company will promote these abortion
chemicals in India and China during the coming decade.

THE CONTEMPORARY PROBLEM OF ABORTION:

The Supreme Court Decision: Roe V. Wade, Jan. 22, 1973.

1lc.

2c.

The radicality of the decision:
(Brown, p. 74)

Only two months later, in January of 1973, the U.S. Supreme
Court, in two 7-2 decisions, turned the whole nation around
and established abortion as a “constitutional right.” The major
decision, Roe v. Wade, was so sweeping that itastonished even the
most ardent pro-abortionists. No one had expected the right to
destroy a developing child right up to the time of birth, an.action
which is legal in no other civilized society. Judging by Chief
Justice Warren D. Burger’s concurring opinion, some of the
members of the Court apparently had no idea what they were
doing. But deliberately.or not, the U.S. Supreme Court with Roe
v. iWade made abortion-on demand a way of life (or death) for
millions of Americans.

The result of the decision:
(Ibid, p. 74)

Asaresult of Roe v. Wade, itis virtually impossible [or any state

to do anything to protect developing life. This holds true even
durizg the last days prior to birth, although most Americansare
unaware of that fact. Ree v. Wade apparently would allow protec-
tion during the final days of pregnancy, but because such pro- P&
tection is explicitly conditioned on “health,” as defined in Doe v.
Bolton, it remains for all practical purposes nonexistent. This
places the United States alone among all the civilized nations of
the world in permitting abortions at such a late point in preg-
nancy that the fetus, if born prematurely or by normal Caesar-
ean section at that time, would live. Such late abortions are
considered in most nations of the world to be infanticide.
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The ramifications of the decision:

(Ibid, p. 78)

1d.

2d.

A(l))l?rtion
Demand

3d.

Roe v. Wade divides the nine months of pregnancy into three
trimesters (three-month periods). There is no biological reason
for this division; nothing happens to the developing fetus at the
end of the third or sixth month that would make it logical to give
it different rights. There is a practical medical reason for the
division: during the first three months, abortion is possible by a
relatively simple operation: during the second three months, a
more complex procedure is necessary; and during the last three
months, abortion is performed as a hysterotomy, a procedure
that delivers a live but immature baby as by a Caesarean
section—with the difference that the baby is allowed to die or is
killed outright rather than protected and cared for. These are
well-known medical facts that require no documentation; they
can be confirmed by anyone familiar with abortion techniques
and practices.?

The first trimester: abortion-on-demand

For the first three months, the woman's right is largely absolute.

(Ibid, pp. 78-79)

During the first trimester, according to Roe v. Wade, the state
may make no regulations regarding abortion. Planned Par-
enthood v. Danforth, July 1, 1976, prohibits the state from requir-
ing the consent of the prospective father or of the parents of a

. pregnant minor. The freedom to abort is the closest thing toan
absolute freedom possible, it seems. The absence of regulation.
of course, allows abortion on demand during the first trimester.

The second trimester: abortion-on-demand

From three months to "viability" the woman's health is determinative.

(Ibid, p. 79)

During the second trimester, according to the Supreme
Court, “the State, in promoting its interest in the health of the
mother, may, if it chooses, regulate the abortion procedure in
ways that are reasonably related to maternal health.” In other
words, there may be no regulation with respect to the life of the
fetus. This too is abortion on demand. The state of Missouri
attempted to prohibit the saline technique of second-trimester
abortions—something even pro-abortion physicians acknowl-
edge 1o be relatively more dangerous to maternal health.’ But
the Supreme Court declared this unconstitutional in Planned
Parenthood v. Danforth. Thus, in the second trimester there
is no protection for the developing child and absolute freedom
to abort it. -

The b, -
ltzaa(i CU)\\
by g,
Vo

~

The third trimester: abortion-upon-deliberation
From viability to birth two interests are at stake:
the health of the mother.

Abortion is possible when the pregnancy is deemed to affect adversely
the woman's psychological, emotional and familial situation. C

the life and

background, we can understand why George H. Williams, Hol-
lis Professor of Divinity at Harvard University and holder of the
nation’s most distinguished chair of Protestant theology, calls
the present Court an “evil Court.” There are no kind words to

(Ibid, p. 88-89)

When we put it in this technical, abstract’language, it may
sound innocent enough. But the fact is that since 1973, at least 4
million developing human lives have been destroyed in the
Unrited States thanks to the value preferences of seven “justices.”
Each of us who pays taxes in America has contributed to the
snuffing out of over 1 million lives, since approximately thirty-
five percent of all abortions are tax-funded. Against this

describe a body that first legitimizes, and then in effect orders,
mass liquidations on the basis of its “value preferences.”*®

"*Justice Blackmun, author and defender of the Roe v. Wade decision, has
frequently commented on the “hate mail” he has reccived on the issue. Writin,
hate-filled letters is neither Christian nor particularly useful. Nevertheless, oncE
one has grasped the full nature of the situation that Blackmusn and his six
consenting co"e:g\fel have created, it is hard to be polite about it. Justice
Blackmun’s complaints about the griclhis “hate mail” causes him sound a bit like

Dr, Shaw's comments on the “terrible ordeal” h h: i
to watch a retarded baby die of starvation. © 80 through every ime he has
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2b. The Historical Development:

o -

Aristotle:

Animation was fixed at between 25-40 days for a male fetus and 50-80
days for a female fetus.- He thought females were misbegottem males
(Augenstein, p. 116)

2c. Tertullian:
Tertullian writes in the 3rd century in his Apology, ix
. ‘A maturer
age has always preferred death by the sword.
In our case, murder being once for all forbid-
den, we may not destroy even the fwtus in
///ﬁ ?/,,.e the womb, while as yet the human being de--
% Az J[f sives bloudd from other parts of the body for
%% 9“\0//,9'// . its snstenance. ‘1o hinder 2 birth is me'l;ely a
/W %9 /_P) specdier man-killing; nor does it matter .
e va T w7 whether you take away a life that is born, or (Ante-Nicean Fathers ;Vol. III)

3c.

4c.

lestroy one that is coming to the birth.  That
ts n man which is going to be one; you have
the fruit already in ity seed.

Clement of Alexandria:

His book, The Teacher is the first major treatise on Christian Ethics.

He writes of the fact that abortion would not only take life but "destroy

human feeling with it" (The Teacher, book II, Chap. 10).

The Roman Catholic Church:

Until 1884 and 1902, with a brief exception, the Catholic Church
distinguished between the"foetus animatus and foetus inanimatus or
informus" (Anderson, p. 76-77).

European Nations and American States differ on the time a fetus becomes a
human person:

What magic occurs:

Vs
at birth in the U.S.A. AbOrfe p

at 28 weeks in England LIV B b
at 26 weeks in Maryland (before 1973) D eSv2 a )%
at 24 weeks in New York (before 1973) ISC- OUr

at 20 weeks in Sweden I‘)/;}, SL
at 16 weeks in Washington (before 1973) e :;Eéf
at 12 weeks in Denmark

at 10 weeks in France

~ when a "fetus" becomes a "baby™"?

Are we a Schizophrenic Society? (Dr. and Mrs. J. C. Willke, Handbook on
Abortion, p. 4)

4A. THE COMMENCEMENT POINT OF A HUMAN LIFE:

1b. The

lc.

2c.

3c.

Pressing Enigma:
When does life begin for the embryo?

When does an embryo become a human being?

When does the fetus become a being with an eternal destiny, after which
point abortion is murder?
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The Possible Explanation:
Seven suggestions have been made about the beginning of human life:

lc. At conception:
When sperm and egg cell unite

2c. At implantation:
When the zygote becomes attached to it's mother's womb .

3c. “Humanization": -
When the embryo becomes a fetus with recognizably human shape

4c. Animation:
When human life is evident

5¢. Viability:
When the fetus, if aborted, might conceivably be kept alive

6c. At birth:
When it becomes universally recognized as an infant

7c. At the age of 1 year:
When the infant reaches the stage of development comparable with
that attained by most animals at birth (Anderson, p. 76).

Substantial differences about when human life begins are
confined to the ancient Stoic philosophers and to medieval
theologians. (The Pythagorean school of philosophy, which
originated the Hippocratic Oath, believed with modern science
and the Bible that Jife begins at conception.) Among modern
medical and scientific authorities the only disagreement con-
cerns the point at which a distinctive individuality is established,’
whether at conception or at nidation (the implantation of the
fertilized egg in the wall of the uterus). Nidation occurs approx-
imately seven days after conception; the abortion decision and
all the abortion procedures discussed always occur some time
after nidation. Therefore, the question of whether the indi-

vidual human life begins at conception or one week later at

nidation does not affect the fact that abortion destroys a de- We must protect human life

veloping, individual human life. from the moment of concep-

tion, not because we are sure

(Brown, pp. 83-84) that an individual is present,

but because we cannot be sure
of the contrary.

lc. The unborn fetus is not-a human life--all abortion is Jjustified.

2c. The unborn is a potential human life--abortion safeguarded.

3c. The unborn is human life or a person in the full legal sense--fetus
afforded protection of any other human life.

CONSERVATIVE PRINCIPLES CONCERNING HUMAN LIFE

1b.

Scriptural Evidence.
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Does Scripture attribute equal value to the life of an adult and the life of
an unborn child? 1Is the unborn baby a human being?
. lc. The absence of prohibition against abortion:

(Bruce K. Waltke, "Reflections from the 014 Testament on Abortion,"
Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society, Winter 1976, p.5)

Dr. Waltke observes:

"But when we turn to the Bible in the case of abortion we are embarrassed
for two reasons. First, it does not directly answer our gquestion. Second,
theologians who infer their answers from it differ in their conclusions.
The queen of sciences, here as elsewhere, appears to have a wax nose that
can be shaped according to the personal tastes of those who look at her."

CHILDREN

ARE AN HERITAGE OF THE LORD

There is no command, "Thou shalt not have an abortion."

14. Abortion was unthinkable in Israelite culture.

le. Children were recognized as special tokens of God's favor:
Gen. 33:5; Psa.l113:9; 127:3

2e. God was seen as opening the womb and permitting conception:
’ Gen. 29:33, 30:22; 1 Sam. 1:19-20

3e. Childlessness was seen as a curse, preventing the husband'’s
family name to be carried on: Deut. 25:6; Ruth 4:5

2d. Abortion would have fallen under the command: "Thou shalt not
murder”": Ex. 20:13

2c. The application of passages of Scripture:
1d. A possible text for abortion: Ex. 21:22-24

le. The passage:

(KIV) (NIV)

22If men who are fighting hit a preg-

mz,,z,, ?,,Thmc};?;v?omu?ar ‘i’,ﬁraf;'{',?é nant woman and she gives birth prema-
depart from her, and yet no mis- turely but there is no serious injury, the
chicf follow: (lll;ahall b&surdymr;\:‘n; offender must be fined whatever the
}l:\lx’scganscuc:{l la; u{:on hfmwgnd he woman’s husband demands and ‘the
shall pay as the judges determine. court allows. 3But if there is serious in-
23 And if any mischief follow, jury, you are to take life for life, 2%eye for

ﬂ;:“ :g‘;,‘; ’;l;fnl;yf":olgé,f?;l{&th eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot

hand for hand, foot for foot, for foot,

| Can a Christian
o | | Consider Abortion



Abortion, Page 8

2e.  The proper interpretation:

. (Dr. Charles C. Ryrie, You Mean the Bible Teaches That .. . .
p. 87)

There are two principal interpretations of *so that her
fruit depart.” One understands it to mean a premature
birth of the child, and the fine is assessed because the life
of the child might have been harmed. Of course, if the
child that is prematurely born does not live, then the lex
talionis (the principle of an eye for an eye and a life for a
life from Lev 24:17-20) applied.’ The other interpretation
considers this as referring to the accidental miscarriage of

" the fetus, and the fine is imposed as an indemnification to

BAPTISTS the father because the fetus was lost. If the mother also
should die in the accident, then the lex talionis applied.? _

CUNDEMN The HehrewA word yatsa, translated "depart” or "came out"

usually refers to a live birth (Gen. 22:25-26; 35:11;

ABORT'UN 38:28-30; Ex. 1:5, etc.) 1In no case is the word used for
a miscarriage.

The usual verb for miscarriage is shakol and is found in
Gen. 31:38; Ex. 23:26; Job 2:10 and Hosea 9:14.

The reference here appears to be to a premature birth rather
than a miscarriage. If it is a miscarriage, the fine levied
would indicate the death of the fetus to be a lesser crime
than murder for which capital punishment was exacted. The
fetus would not be considered to be fully human. If the

‘ reference is to a premature birth, it must be concluded that
God values viable fetuses the same as He does adults.

Laney correctly observes:
Even if it could be successfully demonstrated that the text

refers to accidental miscarriage rather than premature birth,
it still could not be used to justify abortion. First, the
injury is accidental, not intentional as would be the case in
abortion. Second, though unintentional, the action was con-
sidered wrongdoing and punishable by law. Third, while the
text may not expressly prohibit abortion, neither does it
grant authority to perform abortion. (Bibliotheca Sacra,
October-December 1982, p. 348)

2d. The divine involvement with the unborn:

le. His activity in conception of the individual: Gen. 29:31-35;
30:17-24; Ruth 4:13; 1 Sam. 1:19-20

2e. His activity in the formation of the individual:

God told Jeremiah: "Before I formed thee in the belly I knew
thee " (Jer. 1:5)

o s e
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The word "formed" (yatzar) is used of the divine activity
in the creation of Adam, Gen. 2:7-8. 1In a secular sense,
Yatzar is used in relation to a potter fashioning a useful
vessel of clay. God fashioned Jeremiah in the womb,
separated him for a prophetic ministry. God was active in
life Jeremiah prenatal state.

Job traced his human origin back to his primal beginnings
with these metaphors: Job 10:8-12

Thy handds Enhioned and made me alogerher,
and wonddst thou destrov me?
Remember now that thow hast made me as clas:
and wouldst thou turn me into dust again?
Didkst 1hou not pour me out like milk
and curdle e ke cheese,
clothe me with skin and ilesh
andd knit me 1ogether with bones ind sinews?
I'hon hast granted me Bife and Jovingkindness,

andd thy care s preserved nn spivit (Job 10:8-12),

His activity in the development in the individual

Psalm 139:13-16 (ASV)

13 For Thou didst *form my Ninward parts;
Thou didst bweave me in my mother’s womb.
14 1 will give thanks to Thee, for 'I am fearfully and . .
wonderfully made;
*Wonderful are Thy works,
And my soul knows it very well.
15 My !2frame was not hidden from Thee,
When | was made in secret,
And skillfully wrought in the bdepths of the earth.
16 Thine “eyes have seen my unformed substance;
And in PThy book they were all written,
The cdays that were ordained for me,
When as yet there was not one of them.

Dr. Ryrie has well summarized the teaching of v. 13:

In this verse the protection and possession of God over the
unborn are clearly stated. God's concern and creative power
are extended to prenatal life. This teaching would make it
impossible to consider the embryo or fetus "just a piece of
tissue" or "an insensible blob of tissue.®

In verse 14 David reflects on the fact that he is a product
of God's awesome creative work in his mother's womb. 1In the
next verse, he refers to his exquisite fashioning in his
mother's womb ("in the depths of the earth" is a metaphor).
The Psalmist then refers to God's watchcare over His"unformed
substance,” that is his "embryo" (Golen). The verse is of
great significance for the abortion controversy since the
embryo in man refers to the prefetal product of conception up
to the third month of pregnancy.
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As Laney says:

Psalm 139:13-16 is a strong biblical polemic against abortion,
for it clearly demonstrates God's personal involvement in the
creation, formation, and development of the human baby.
(Laney, p. 349)

3d. The humanness of the unborn in Scripture:
le. The image of God:

According to the Bible, what uniquely distinguishes man from
animals is man's creation in the image of God, Gen. 1:26-27;
5:1; 9:6. 1If the Bible discloses that the unborn baby is
made in the image of God then it must be obvious that the
unborn child is fully human.

2e. The nature of man:

Man possesses from the moment of conception characteristics

of his parents, including their material and immaterial nature.
In Psalm 51:5 David confesses that at conception he had a

sin nature:

"Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother
conceive me." ’

The inquity and sin are not those of his mother but his own.
Ryrie observes:

This important passage establishes the humanness of the
fetus since guilt is attached to it and since only humans
and angels can be guilty of sin. The act of conceiving
is not sin, but man from his conceotion onward is tainted
with sin and is gqguilty before God. This can only be true
if humanness is ascribed to the fetus. ( pp. 89-90)

3e. The humanness of the unborn:

Luke 1:41, 44 are a faithful apologetic for the fact that
though a child is unborn, yet it is ‘human.

Luke 1:41. 44 also point to the humanness of the unborn
child. John the Baptist is sald to have “leaped” in Elizabeth's
womb “for joy” when Mary's greeting was heard. John's prenatal
recognition of the presence of Mary. the mother of the divine
Messiah. points to-his spiritual and rational capacity in the
unborn state. Appropriately. the term used to describe John in
his prenatal state is Bpédog ("baby™). the Greek term used for a
child before and after birth (cl. Luke 2:12. 16: 18:15: 2 Tim.
3:15). Psalm 51:5 and Luke 1:41. 44 reflect the scriptural view
that unborn children are spiritual. rational, moral beings. A
baby. then. is "in the image of God™ in the unborn state. Frame
remarks. “There Is nothing in Scripture that even remotely sug-
gests that the unborn child is anything less than a human per-
son from the moment of conception.™

(Laney, p. 350)
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4e. The origin of the soul:

The traducian (from the Latin traduco, "to transfer")

This view sees the transfer of the soul from parent to child at
the moment of conception. The whole human race was seminally
present in Adam and participated in his original sin (Rom 5:12;
Heb. 7:9-10). The soul is present in the unborn child. Since
the fetus is especially planned, patterned and protected by
God and even in his prenatal state is in God's image with moral
accountability, the unborn child must be fully human.

2b. Theological Evaluation: Is abortion ever justified?

lc. Rape:
Rape rarely results in pregnancy. Furthermore, it is strange justice that
allows the innocent child to be killed for the crime of his father. God
promises to sustain the indivdual even with the heaviest burden:
1l Cor. 10:13.

2c. Incest:
Aborting the fetus would further jeopardize the physical and emotional
well-being of the victim. Abortions on the young are extremely dangerous.
The Lord is especially able in time of need: Heb. 3:18; 4:15,16.

3c. Protection of the mother's life:
C.. Everett Koop, the present surgeon general of the United States and
a leading pediatric surgeon, has stated:

"In my thirty-six years inpediatric surgery I have never known of one
instance where the child had to be aborted to save the mother's life."
(cited by Laney, P. 352).

-ll.'#;’%
#Q\gﬂ Dr. Koop emphasizes that he always opts in favor of life. He would pro-
%ﬁ? tect the human life as much as possible, even that of the unborn fetus.
1’

4c. Deformity:

@W‘ Modern medical science makes it possible for a physician to determine

whether a child is deformed or defective long before the child is born.
If a test shows that the child is deformed, should it be aborted? A
sovereign God certainly has the rightful authority to make some children
"imperfect.” When Moses questioned his own ability to speak to Pharoah
God said, "Who has man's mouth? or who makes him -dumb or deaf, or seeing
or blind? 1Is it not I, the Lord?" (Ex. 4:11). Deformed children are
special because as with the man in the Gospels who was born blind

"(John 9:3), God can use these handicapped for His glory.

CONCLUSION

Every Christian has a responsibility to become involved in this moral and ethical
issue andto the best of his ability do something about it (Prov. 24:11-14).

1b. Proper Information:
The Christian cannot be properly involved until he is informed of the issues.

Literature on abortion from a Christian perspective is available from the
Christian Action Council (788 National Press Building, Washington D.C. 20045).
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Persistent Prayer:

Alfred Lord Tennyson said: "More things are wrought by prayer than this
world dreamed of." God's Word says that the effectual fervent prayer of
a righteous man availeth much.” A single prayer by any individual could
sway the sentiment of the nine men on the Supreme Court. Our concerted
prayers can make possible a Human Life Bill which would permit pro-life-
states to outlaw abortion.” Our prayers can effectively influence our
legislators to pass a Human Life Ammendment to the Constitution so that
unborn children can receive the same protection as other Americans.

Political Support:

Christians should know the position of their political representatives
concerning abortion and should support those who share their conviction
concerning theiinestimable value of unborn human life. At the same time,
they should not support candidates and institutions who favor or encourage
abortion.

Prenatal Counseling:

Through counseling someone with an unwanted pregnancy, one may help save the
life of an unborn baby. Many pregnant mothers need counseling as to the
various possibilities open to them, they need housing and help in finding
adoptive parents for their infants.

Pastoral Compassion:

While a Christian may be upset with the practice of abortion, he must
show understanding and compassion when dealing with those who have had
abortions. Christians should hate the sin, but reflect Christ's love for
sinner (Rom. 5:8).

Many women who have had abortion were exploited by the men who wanted

sex without responsibility and by physicians who were more interested in
finances than the physical and mental well-being of the mother. Women who
have had abortion need the healing of the grace of God not the distain of
the people of God.

0k
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TODAY'S SLAVE . . . THE UNBORN CHILD

SLAVERY
1857

ABORTION
1873

Although he may have a heart
and a brain, and .he may be a
human life biologically, a slave is
not a legal person, The Dred Scott
decision by the U.S. Supreme
Court has made that clear.

Although he may have a heart
and a bdrain, and he may be a
human life biologically an unbdorn
baby is not a legal person. Our
U.S. Supreme Court has juct made
this clear.

A black person only becomes a
legal person when he or she is set
free. Before that time, we should
not concern ourselves about him
because he has no legal rights,

A baby only becomes a legal
person when he is born. Befors
that time, we should not concern
ourselves about him because he
has no legal rights.

It you think that slavery is wrong,
then nobody is forcing you to be a
slave-owner. But don't impose
your morality on somebody else!

If you think abortion is wrong,
then nobody is forcing you to
have one. But don't impose your
morality on somebody else!

A man has a right to do what he
wants with his own property.

A woman has a right to do what
she wants with her own body.

Isn't slavery really something
merciful? After all, every black
man has a right to be protected.
Isn't it better never to be set free
than to be sent unprepared, and
ill-equipped, into a cruel world?
(Spoken by someone already Iree)

Isn't abortion really something
merciful? Atter all, every baby
has a right to be wanted. Isn't it
better naver to be born than to be
sent alone and unloved into a
cruel world? (Spoken by someone
already born)

‘® The unborn baby is now the modern Ored Scott. As with a
black slave then, the unborn baby riow has no legal rights, is
the “property” of the owner (mother), and can be killed if the
Qwner wishes, any time before birth.

¢ The 14th Amendment to the Constitution was enacted speci-
fically to overtum the Dred-Scott decision.

* Nothing but another Constitutional Amendment can overturn
this recent dreadful decision.

* It you would respect all human life, black or white, born or
unborn, young or aged, mother or baby, then . .

JOINUSI. ..
IN A MAJOR CONTINUING EDUCATIONAL EFFORT IN
SPEAKING FOR THESE TINY ONES WHO CANNOT SPEAK
FOR THEMSELVES

Advertisement, The Cincinnati Post, February 19, 1973
by Cincinnati & Northern Kentucky Right to Life
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(Willke, Handbook on Abortion, p. 165)

ABORTION

The Diary of an Unborn Child:

October 5 - Today my life began, My parents do not know it yet, 1 am as small as a seed

October 19 -

October 23 -~

October 25 -

November

November

~
.

12

of an apple, but it is [ already, And I am to be a girl, 1 shall have blonde
hair and azure eyes, Just about everything is settled though, even the fact
that I love flowers.

Some say that I am not a real person yet, that only my mother exists. But I am
a real person, just as a small crumb of wheat is yet truly bread. My mother is,
and I anm.

My mouth is just beginning to open now, Just think, in a year or so I shall
be laughing and later talking, I know that my first word shall be Mama,

From now on it shall gently beat

My heart began to beat today all by itself.
And after many years

for the rest of my life, without ever stopping to rest,
it will tire, it will stop, and I shall die.

1 am growing a bit every day. My arms and legs are beginning to take shape.
But I have to wait a long time yet before these little legs will raise me to my
mother's arms, before those little arms will be able to gather flowers amd
embrace my father.

- Tiny fingers are beginning to form on my hands. Funny how small they are! 1
shall be able to stroke my mother's hair to my mouth and she will probably say

"Oh no, no, dear. . ."

November 20 - It wasn't until today that the doctor told mom that I am living here under her

November

December

December

25

28

heart. Oh, how happy she must be! Are you happy, Mom?

- My mom and dad are probably thinking about a name for me. But they don't
know that I am a girl. They are probably saying Andy. But I want to be called
Cathy. I am getting so big already.

- I wonder if Mom hears the whispering of my heart. Some children come into
the world a little sick. And the delicate hands of the doctor perform miracles
to bring them to health. But my heart is strong and healthy. It beats so
evenly--tup-tup-tup . You'll have a healthy little daughter, Mom!

- Today my mother killed me.

(The above is an imaginary diary of a child in the mother's womb up
until the day the mother murders it.)
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BIRTH
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32 VIABILITY:
PERFECTLY HUMAN

6 MONTHS

‘5 MONTHS - -

20

3 MONTHS 18

FETUS :
PROGRESSIVELY HUMAN

. .
i ()
N
.
SN

2 MONTHS

8

EMBRYO:
POTENTIALLY HUMAN

NafedE. Kober
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DIARY OF‘AN UNBORN CHILD

2 MONTHS
Heartbeat
Brainwaves
Responds to

touch :
Sucks thumb

EKG recordable

3 MONTHS
Wakes & sleeps
Digests & Bowel
movements
Fingerprints
Breathes (fluid)
Squints &
swallows
Makes a fist

All body systems
functioning

. - Tz o8
A ¥

i’
4 MONTHS
Cries
Hears voices
Eyebrows &
eyelaghes
Rapid eye
movemenl

5 MONTHS
Survival possible
if born
Can learn &
remember voices,
music, etc.
Well-coordinated
Kicks felt
by mother

From Photos by Dr. Rainer Jonas =\

-
_[We hold these truths])

. 7 MONTHS
| @ Continued
: growth in size
g maturity

to be self-evident,
that all men are cre-
ated equal, that they
are endowed by their
Creator with certain
unalienable Rights,
that among these
are life..
— The Declaration
of Independence

Who has the right to
snuff out the life of
this child who cannot
decide for himself?

Abortion is destroy-
ing America's future
. .. 0one life at a time.
In the U. S. there is
one abortion every
20 seconds!




Prayer: Do Mechanics Matter?
Prof. Manfred E. Kober, Th.D.

Definition of Prayer:

The petitioning of God for things agreeable to His
will, in the name of Jesus Christ, by the help of
the Holy Spirit.

OUR PART IN PRAYER

Some go to God in prayer They lay their burdens down
As though they would be heard On shoulders that are strong,

By merit of their edrnestness, Then take them back upon their own
Or power of their word; And carry them along.

As though God did not want to bless, Some humbly talk with God;
Or to their crying heed, -« Confess their helplessness,

But might be influenced to hear And having laid their burdens down
If they could proué their need. Trust Him to do the rest.

Some go to God.in prayer Such go away in peace,
With broken: ble¢ding hearts . And with the victor’s shout

Craving the peace and victory To watch with interest, and see
Which He alone imparts, How He will work things out.

—Barbara Ryberg
1a. The Central Purpose of Prayer:

1b. The terms employed:

lc. 014 Testament words:

. 1d. ﬂ]ﬂ ﬂ -- techinnah -- "to incline, to be gracious"
T L LS
24d. i_l ';29 Tl . -— tephillah -- "to judge"

2c. New Testament words:

1d. npoogedyopat -- proseuchomai -- general prayer, used of
prayer to God: Matt. 6-9

2d. elyouac -- euchomai -- general requests: 2 Cor. 13:7-9

3d. 6&€ouat -- deomai -- a specific request, made to God

or man: 1 Thess. 3:10; 2 Cor. 5:20

43. ol7téw ~- aiteo -- making a request from a superior:
James 1:5; , Mark 15:43

5d. €pwTdw -- erotao -- to ask in the sense of a request.
Used to the prayers of Christ:
John 14:16
6d. ¢évrtevyxdvw -- enteugchano -- to intercede, i.e., petitioning
a king or great person:
Rom. 8:26
7d. iuetedw -- iketeuo -- supplication in classical Greek,

only in Hebrews 5:7 as adjective
Lretepta (iketeria)

8d. mnapanaifw -- parakaleo -- to beseech, entreat appeal:

‘ 2 Cor. 5:8



2b.

2A. The
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The truth expressed: ‘
John 14:13 "And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that
the Father may be glorified in the Son."

Common Problems in Prayer:

1b.

2b.

3b.

The addressing of the prayer:

lc. Prayers should be addressed to the Father: Matt. 6:9; Eph. 3:14

2c. Prayers should be offered in the name of the Son: Jn. 14:13; 15:16;
16:23

3c. Prayers should be offered in the power of the Spirit: Eph. 6:18;
Jude 20

The content of the prayer: .
In prayers, frequently the Father is thanked for His death for our sins
and is asked to return soon for the believer, when these are distinct
works of the Son.

The conclusion of the prayer:
Prayers should be offered in the name of the Son, though they are
frequently concluded, "In Thy name, ie, in the Father's name, we ask it."

3A. The Correct Procedure of Prayer:

1b.

The period of prayer

lc. Morning: Mark 1:35
Ps. 5:3 "My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, 0O LORD; in the

morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look
up- " N

2c. Night: Luke 6:12

3c: Mealtime: Acts 27:35
1l Tim. 4:4-5 "For every creature of God is good, and nothing to
be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving:
For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer."

4c. Setting of the day:

5c. Set times during the day: Acts 2:46; 3:1; 10:9,30

Daniel 6:10~11 "Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed,
he went into his house; and, his windows being
open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled
upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and
gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.
Then these men assembled, and found Daniel praying
and making supplication before his God."

Psalm 55:17 "Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and
cry aloud: and he shall hear my voice."

6c. Daily:
Psalm 86:3 "Be merciful unto me, O Lord: for I cry unto thee daily."

7c. Always: Eph. 6:18; Luke 18:1; 1 Thess. 5:17
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The posture in prayer:

lc. Standing: Gen 8:22
1d. With hands raised to heaven: 1 Kings 8:22; 1 Tim. 2:8
2d. With hands spread out: Is. 1:15; Ezra 9:5
3d. With hands laid on the breast or breast struck: Luke 18:13

2c. Kneeling: Luke 22:41; Acts 21:5
1d. Solomon while dedicating the temple: I Kings 8:54
24. Daniel thrice a day: Dan. 6:10
3d. Steven while suffering martyrdom: Acts 7:59
4d. Christ in the garden: Luke 22:41

3c. Face to the ground: Matt. 26:39

4c. Head between the knees: I Kings 18:42
Hazor

S5c. Seated: 2 Samuel 7:18
STELA BEARING A RELIEF, of two hands out-
stretched in prayer, surm d by an bl of
6C. In bed: Is. 63:6 the dcity: a .:un disc within 2 c‘rmn(. From the
‘Holy of Holies’ in the Cana’anite temple, of the
14th-13th ceaturies B.C.

7c. On land: John 17:1
8c. On the sea: Matt. 14:30

9c. In the air: Acts 1:10~-11

The proper way for man to pray,
Said Deacon Lemuel Keys,

The only proper attitude,
Is down upon your knees.

No! I should say the way to pray,
Said Reverend Doctor Wise

Is standing straight with outstretched arms.
And rapturous upturned eyes.

It seems to me llis hands should be
Devoutly clasped in front,

With both thumbs pointing toward the ground,
Said Reverend Doctor Blunt.

Last year I fell in Hodkin's well,
Head first, said Cyrus Brown,

With both my heels a 'stickin'up,
My head a pointin' down

And I made prayer right then and there -
Best prayer I ever said

The prayin' est prayer I ever prayed
Was standin'on my head.
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3b. The person in prayer: -
Prayer is to be offered in the name of Christ: John 14:14; 15:16; 16:23-27

In the name of Christ speaks of the fact that we have access because
of Him and authority through Him to enter the Holy of Holies, the very
presence of God.

4A. The Comforting Partner in Prayer:

1b. The prayer of Christ:

1c.

2c.

Intercession: John 17

Hebrews 7:25 "Wherefore he is able also to save them to the utter-
most that come unto God by him, seeing he ever 1liveth
to make intercession for them."

His advocacy:

1l John 2:1 "My litte children, these things write I unto you,
that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous."

2b. The petition of the Spirit:
Romans 8:26-27 "Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for

we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but

the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered. And he that searcheth the hearts
knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh
intercession for the saints according to the will of God."

5A. The Comprehensive Promises of Prayer:

1b. The encouragement to unceasing prayer

1c.

2c.

3c.

The omniscience of God:
1ld. God answers before we call:
Is. 65:24 "And it shall come to pass, that before they call,

I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I
will hear."

2d. God knows our needs before we voice them:
Matt. 6:8 "For your Father knoweth what things ye have need of,
before ye ask him."
Matt. 6:32 ".,.for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need
of all these things."

The omnipotence of-God:
Isaiah 59:1 "Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, that it
cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear."

The providence of God:
James 4:2b "Ye have not, because ye ask not."

Some things are not possessed by the believer because of his failure

to pray, while God grants other matters to believers, regardless of
their prayers.
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The prayers I make will then he sweot indeed Do Thou, then, breathe those thoughts into my mind
If Thou the spirit give by which 1 pray: By which such virtue may in me be bred

My unassisted heart is barren clay, That in "Thy holy footsteps I may tread ;

That of its native self can nothing feed : The fetters of my tongue do Thou unbind,

Of good and pious works Thou art, the seed, That 1 may l‘lave the power to sing of Thee,

That quickens only where Thou say’st it may : And sound Thy praises everlastingly.?

Unless Thou show to us Thine own true way
No man can find it: Father! Thou must lead.

(Wordsworth, cited by Hastings, p. 99.)

2b. The expressions of scriptural promises:
lc. Depended promises —-- conditional
1d. The will of God: 1 John 5:14
2d. The name of Christ: John 14:14
3d. Abiding in Christ: John 15:7,16
4d. Faith: Matt. 21:22
5d. Keeping the commandments:

1 John 3:22 "And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because
we keep his commandments, and do those things that
are pleasing in his sight."

6d. Seeking first the kingdom of God: Matt. 6:33
7d. Being in fellowship:

Psalm 66:18 "If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not
hear me."

Prov. 15:8 "The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the
LORD: but the prayer of the upright is his delight."

2c. Dispensational promises -- chronological
Some promises are for us by application, but not to us by
interpretation:

1d. Physical healing:

Ex. 15:26 "And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice
of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is right
in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments,
and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these
diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the
Egyptians: for I am the LORD that healeth thee."

2d. Physical healing of the land:

2 Chron. 7:14 "If my people, which are called by my name, shall
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face,
and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear
from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will
heal their land."




3b.

3c.
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3d. Physical prosperity and life:

Prov. 3:1-4 "My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart
keep my commandments: For length of days, and
long life, and peace, shall they add to thee. Let
not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about
thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart.
So shalt thou find favor and good understanding in
the sight of God and man."

Declarative promises -- corporate, including all believers at all times
Having met certain conditions, the believer may assume that all his
prayers will be answered: Luke 11:9-10 (Matt. 7:7-8)

"And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. For every one that
asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh
it shall be opened.”

1d. Promises for wisdom:
James 1:5 "If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not;
and it shall be given him."

2d. Promise for strength: Col. 1:9-11; Ps. 138:3
3d. Promise for workers: Matt. 9:37-38
4d. Promise for peace and order: 1 Tim. 2:1-2

5d. Promise in time of trouble:

Ps. 50:15 "And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will

deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me."

Phil. 4:4-6 "Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say,
Rejoice. Let your moderation be known unto all
men. The Lord is at hand. Be careful for nothing;
but in every thing by prayer and supplication with

thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto
God.ll

1l Pet. 5:9 "Whom resist steadfast in the faith, knowing that
the same afflictions are accomplished in your
brethren that are in the world."

Explanation for unanswered prayer:

Prayer is not the manipulation of the wonderful power, but the petitioning
of a wise person. When the answer is not immediately given, it may be due
to the following factors:

lc.

2c.

3c.

4c.

5c.

Unscriptural requests: John 15:7

A sinful heart: Psalm 66:18; Isaiah 1:15; 59:1-2; Luke 18:11-14
Selfish petition: James 4:3

A delayed answer: 1 Samuel 1:5-19; 1 Kings 18:42-45

Disguised answers: Romans 1:9-10

Paul prayed that he might get to Rome. He came to Rome, but as a
prisoner.
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6c. Denial of the answer: 2 Cor. 12:7-9; Ps. 106:15

6A. The Crucial Possibilities of Prayer

1b. The proof of efficacious prayer:

Psalm 116:1-2 "I love the LORD, because he hath heard my voice and my
supplications. Because he hath inclined his ear unto me,
therefore will I call upon him as long as I live."

James 5:16 "Confess yours faults one to another, and pray one for
another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent
prayer of a righteous man availeth much."

energoumenous -- "The saints' prayers prevail when their earnestness is

divinely inspired."

Charles H. Spurgeon: "If there is any fact that is proved, it is that
God hears prayer. If there is any scientific
statement that is capable of mathematical proof,
this is it." (Strong, Systematic Theology, p. 437)

The power of prayer is so great that a single efficacious prayer can
change the entire course of a nation: 1 Kings 18:37-39

"Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the
LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. Then the
fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood,
and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the

. trench. And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces:
and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God.
2b. The prompting to efficacious prayer:

Luke 18:1 "men ought always to pray, and not to faint."

Luke 21:36 "Watch ye therefore, and pray always"

Col. 4:2 "Continue in prayer"

1 Thess. 5:17 "Pray without ceasing"

Rom. 12:12 "continuing instant in prayer"

1 Pet. 4:7 "watch unto prayer"

Eph. 6:18 "Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit"

1 Tim 2:8 "I will therefore that men pray every where"

7A. The Consummate Patterns of Prayer:
l1b. Classic 0ld Testament prayexs:

‘ lc. Prayer for repetition at the feast of first fruits: Deut. 26:5-15

2c. Prayer given at the dedication of Solomon's temple: 1 Kings 8:23-53



2b.
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3c. Joshua's, the high priest's, prayer after the captivity:
Classic New Testament prayers:

lc. The Lord's prayer: John 17:1-16

2c. The disciples' prayer: Matt. 6:9-13

3c. The apostle's prayer: Phil. 1:3-11

THE IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER
Blessings of Prayer

What various hindrances we meet

In coming to the mercy-seat!

Yet who that knows the worth of prayer,
But wishes to be often there!

Prayer makes the darkened cloud withdraw;
Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob saw;
Gives exercise to faith and love;

Brings every blessing from above.

Restraining prayer we cease to fight;
Prayer keeps the Christian's armor bright,
And Satan trembles when he sees

The weakest saint upon his knees.

Were half the breath that's vainly spent
To Heaven in supplication sent,

Our cheerful song would oftener be,
"Hear what the Lord has done for me."

~-William Cowper.

Neh. 9:5-38
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. HOW NOT TO PRAY:

Dear Father: We thank thee for this opportunity to study the
Word of God in relation to the important subject of prayer. We
pray that the blessing of God may be our portion during this hour.
We ask thee, Holy Spirit, to illumine our minds to thy truth, so
that our prayer lives might be enriched.

Our Savior, teach us to pray as we ought! And now, our Father,
we thank thee for the love wherewith you have loved us in eternity
past. We are grateful for thy saving grace which was manifest when
thou didst die for us on the cross for our sins. We love thee and
serve thee and look forward to the day when thou wilt come for us
to take us.to our eternal home. Bless us now and be with us, for
we ask it in your name. Amen

WHAT IS WRONG WITH THIS PRAYER?
1. The address of the prayer is wrong:

a. The problem: within this prayer both the Son and Holy Spirit are
addressed.

b. The principle: a true biblical prayer is addressed to the Father:
Mt. 6:9; Eph. 3:14.
"When ye pray, pray, Our Father. . .

"

Prayers should be offered in the name of the Son:
Jn. 14:13; 15:16
Prayers should be offered in the power of the
Spirit: Eph. 6:18; Jude 20

It is the Father who hears and answers our prayers. We come in the
name of, that is, by the authority of Christ, helped by the Spirit.

2. The doctrine of the prayer is wrong:

a. The problem: according to this prayer the Father died for us on the
cross. This common mistake in our prayers is really akin to the early
Christian heresy called patripassianism, that is, that the Father died.
It would be unthinkable for us to preach a sermon on the death of the
Father for our sins. 1Is doctrinal orthodoxy less important in our
prayers than in our preaching?

Another doctrinal error, likewise a frequent one, is that God the
Father will come back for us.

b. The principle: Unless we are Sabellians in our theology, namely,
that there is one divine person which assumes three different forms
called Father, Son and Spirit, we dare not attribute works to one
person of the Trinity which belong to another. The Son returns for
us to take us to the Father!

.3. The conclusion of the prayer is wrong:



Prayer, p. 10
a. The problem: many prayers end like this one, in the name of the Father.

b. The principle: since prayers are to be addressed to the Father and we
‘ have access to Him not by the Father's authority but by the Son's, we
need to pray as Christ commanded us, in his name Jn. 14:13; 15:16. We
come to the Father because Christ gives us the right through His death.

4. The requests of this prayer are wrong:

a. The problem: sometimes we pray for something that we do not need to
request. When we say, "teach us to pray" we imply that Christ never
taught us, when in fact much of Christ's teaching relates to prayer.
We need to ask for faithfulness in prayer.

Another common but superfluous request is, "be with us." Christ
is with us" unto the end of the age" Mt. 28:20 and He said "I will
never leave thee nor forsake thee" Heb. 13:5. It is, of course, a
commendable request to ask God for His special presence or enablement.

b. The principle: We need to know which promises are ours and which we
need to claim in prayer (see pp. 5-6). Some promises are dispensa=--
tionally conditioned. To pray "the sinner's prayer," "God be merciful
to me a sinner" would show bad theological judgment. The prayer of
Luke 18:13 actually requests, "God be propitiated to me, a sinner."”
But this occurred at the cross. The glorious truth of the cross is:
God has been merciful, He has been propitiated (I Jn. 2:2). Now we
simply ask God to apply the blood of His Son to our need.

5. The phrasing in the prayer is wrong:

. a. The problem: when we approach God we are talking to a person énd should
not switch to third person speech. A proper phrasing of the first
paragraph of the prayer should be: "Father: we thank thee for the

opportunity to study thy Word (not, the Word of God) . . . We pray that
thy blessings (not the blessings of God) may be our portion."

b. The principle: If we are consciously aware of approaching a person,
our expressions will indicate that. If our prayers are no more than a
string of pious phrases, then our prayers are mechanical and thus
meaningless.

6. The style of the prayer is wrong:

a. The problem: Consistency is a problem in many prayers. We may address
God as "thee" in the King James Version phraseology or as "you" in
modern English. The one is not any more disrespectful than the other.
But we should be consistent. The phrase of paragraph two should be
either: "we thank thee for the love wherewith thou didst love us" or
“we thank you for the love wherewith you didst love us" or better
yet, "we thank you for the love with which you loved us.”

b. The principle: Consistency in prayer is rare but commendable. It is
the highest form of conversation as we converse with the eternal God.
Should we be any less cautious here than in our preaching or daily
conversation?

.Yes, in prayer mechanics do matter. They tell us how much we understand about
that holy privilege. They show us how well we understand the functions of the
persons of the Trinity. They demonstrate whether our prayers come from the head
or heart, whether they are based on routine memory of pious phrases or regular
meditation on precious principle. How does your prayer life measure up? How
does mine?
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| Sir of
the Impossible

Why Pray to
Bt Jades. -

atholics pray to St. Jude because they

believe .in his powerful intercession.

He has been recognized down through
the centuries as the Patron of desperate and
hopeless cases, and Devotion to St. Jude is
growing in popularity in the United States.
Unsolicited reports of favors recéived prove
that St. Jude does help those who pray to him.

St. Jude was one of the twelve Apostles.
According to tradition, he was sent by Jesus
to cure the King of Edessa from leprosy. He
approached the suffering King with a cloth
on which Our Lord had impressed His image.
This is why St. Jude is generally pictured
with a medallion of our Lord in his hand.

. your generosity...

. .. does so much to further the devotions of St. fude
and to make many more people aware of his
powerful intercession. The person with a problem
can receive the same help that others have obtained.
Remember, with St. Jude, all things are possible.

St. Jude Shrine

#7512 WEST SARATOGA STREET + BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21201

Following the Resurrection of Our Lord,

St. Jude brought Christianity to Mesopotamia,
Libya and Persia. Like the other Apostles, he
was fearless in preaching the Gospel.
Hardships and persecution did not dampen
his zeal. He was so successful in making:
converts, that the enemies of Christianity
plotted to kill him. On the appointed day, he
was physically tortured and brutally beaten
with clubs. Death came when someons
smashed his head with a broad ax, as his

bleeding body lay unconscious on the ground.

Today St. Jude's body rests in a tomb in the
Vatican Basilica of St. Peter's. This Baltimore
Shrine has arranged to have a daily Mass
celebrated on the Altar above the tomb for
the intentions of those whose names are -
registered at the Shrine.
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Majority of lowans are prayers, poll finds

W Most say they do it,
and most say their
prayers are answered.

By THOMAS A. FOGARTY
and TRACY DEUTMEYER

REGISTER STAFF WRITERS

COPYRIGHT. 190K, DES Moises
REGISTER AND TRIBUNE (10
Becky Orte, 36, of Clinton
prays daily for the people she
knows, and for those she reads

Poll finds Iowans
pray religiously

about in the newspaper.

“l have to talk to God on a
daily basis in order to be where
1 am today,” says Orte, a facto-
ry assembler.

According to a recent fowa
Poll, Orte’'s habit of daily
prayer is fairly typical. Forty-
nine percent of {owans pray
daily, according to the poli,
which is based on a scientifi-
cally drawn sample of adults in

PRAYER Turn to Page 2M

PRAYER

Continued from Page 1M

the state. Another 43 percent of lo-
wans pray, but less frequently than
every day. Just 5 percent never pray,
and the rest say they're unsure.

lowa’s percentage of people who
pray daily fcompares with the
55 percent of Americans who said
they pray daily in a 1996 poll spon-
sored by the Lutheran Brotherhood.
In that poll, 9.percent of Americans
said they never pray.

Women, Men
According:to the Iowa Poll, wom-
en (59 percent) are more apt than
men (38percent) to pray daily.
lowans 55fand older (67 percent)

and born-again Christians
(69 percent) are among those most
likely to offer daily prayers. Catho-
lics and Protestants are about equal-
ly likely to offer daily prayers, the
poll says.

Fifty-two percent of lowans with
annual household incomes less than
$50,000 pray daily, but just
41 percent of higher-income lowans
pray that often.

With all that prayer wafting heav-
enward from Iowa, what's happen-
ing at the other end?

lowans who pray at least several
times a month — and that's four-
fifths of them — say their praying is
pretty effective.

Answered Prayers
Thirty percent of lowans who pray

report that their prayers are an-
swered all the time, and another
58 percent say they're answered at
least occasionally. Five percent say
they're rarely answered, and just
1 percent say they're never an-
swered. The rest are unsure.
Geraldine King, 41, a Mount Ayr
housewife who prays daily, says
she's not frustrated by the fact that
God answers her prayers only occa-
sionally. To be so would be to ques-
tion God's wisdom. “We look at it
through man’s eyes,” says King.
Ronald Meyer, 67, Cedar Falls,
says he rarely prayed until a rela-
tive's cancer made him an occasion-
al prayer. “I just got the enthusiasm
my wife had for prayer,” he says.
Meyer says he believes his prayers
are always answered, although not
necessarily in the way he wanted.
Jean Lubbock, 65. a clerical work-
er from Cedar Rapids, isn't a
church-goer, but she prays daily.
“I believe in the power of prayer.”
says Lubbock. I am actually not reli-
gious, but I have friends and family

THE DES MOINES REGISTER

that need help.”

She says it can take a long time to
see the results of her prayers, but
occasionally they are answered.

Overall, half of Jowans say religion
is about as important to their daily
lives today as it was 10 years ago, the
Iowa Poll says.. Forty-three percent
say it's more important today than a
decade ago. Just 6 percent say reli-
gion has slipped in importance to
them over the last 10 years.

The Iowa Poll last polled on the
prayer habits of Iowa in 1996, and
the new poll found no significant
changes since then.

The lowa Poll, conducted Jan. 31-Feb.
4, asked the following:

I'd like to ask about religion now. How of-
ten would you say you pray — daily, several
times a week, several times a month, less
often than that, or never?

How often would you say your prayers are
answered — all the time, occasionally, rare-
ly, or never?

Compared to 10 years ago, would you
say that religion has more importance in your
own daily life, less importance, or has it
stayed about the same?

Do you happen to believe in angels?

The lowa Poll, conducted for The Des
Moines Register by Seizer & Co. Inc. of

B Fripay, APRIL 10, 1998

.. thoré rmportance” RS
. less: xmponance" .
stayed about the same? 50%

Unsure 1%
SOURCE: Based on interviews with 800
lowa adults.

TOM WEINMAN / THE REGIS

Des Moines, is ‘based on interviews
800 lowans age 18 or older. Interview
contacted h holds with randomly
ted h numbers. Percenta
based on tha full sample may hav
maximum margin of error of plus or
nus 3.5 percentage points. Indi\ndual
resp are idered
and poll participants who are quc
agreed to a subsequent interview wit
Register reporter. Republishing the cc
righted lowa Poll without credit to The |
Moines Register is prohibited.

Reporter Thomas A. Fogarty can be
reached at fogartyt@news.dmreg.c/
or (515) 286-2533.

Reporter Tracy Deutmeyer can be
reached at
deutmeyert@news.dmreg.com or
(515) 699-7043.




OUR PART

Some go to God in prayer
As though they would be heard
By merit of their edarnestness,
Or power of their word;
As though God did not want to bless,
Or to their crying heed,
But might be influenced to hear
If they could prouvé their need.
Some go to God in prayer
With broken, bleeding hearts
Craving the peace and victory
Which He alone imparts,

IN PRAYER

They lay their burdens down
On shoulders that are strong,

Then take them back upon their own
And carry them along.

Some humbly talk with God;
Confess their helplessness,

And having laid their burdens down
Trust Him to do the rest.

Such go away in peace,
And with the victor’s shout

To watch with interest, and see
How He will work things out.

—Barbara Ryberg
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PRAYER—THE CHRISTIAN'S LOST ART

Paul not only believed in praying for others, but humbly
solicited their prayers on his behalf. The Lord Jesus Christ
and the early apostles, by example and precept, emphasized
our text that “Men ought always to pray.”

Fundamentals of Prayer

One of the most familiar and yet abused and misunder-
stood words in our vocabulary is the word PRAY. What is
the real power of suggestiveness contained in this word, as
used by the Lord jesus Christ? Taken in its fundamental
simplicity and intention, it means (and this is not complete,
but it will help us to reach the complete thought) that
prayer is to wish forward; to desire toward the ultimate. Or,
if you will take the word as used by Paul in his letter to the
Colossians, it means the seeking of things “which are
above’’: “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of
God™ (3:1).

The Christian is to be seeking the upper things, concen-
trating his thoughts upon them; everywhere and everywhen
he is to be hoping for, and endeavoring after, the ultimate.

This is the simplest definition of prayer: Spiritually
reaching forward; willing forward; wishing forward; desiring
forward; seeking the upper, the higher, the nobler things
that content one’s heart; desiring above all, the perfection
and acceptability of the will of God which bows the soul in
worship and adoration of God and His way of life.

In prayer the supreme attitude of the life becomes that
of submission. The supreme effort in life is that of cooper-
ating with God toward the ultimate, upon which God’s
heart is set. Prayer forevermore says, when it asks for any-
thing, “Not my will, but thine be done.” This means that if
the thing | ask for—however much | desire it—however good
it may seem to me—will hinder or postpone, even by a
hair’s breadth or a moment, the ultimate victory, let it be
denied me.

To pray is to desire forward, to seek forward, to en-
deavor after. On its higher level of suggestiveness, it is that
the suppliant have a new vision of God, and the ways of
God; also to be overwhelmingly convinced of the immuta-
bility of God and the perfection of all He does in our lives.

Unceasing Prayer

There is a word in this command which fell from the lips
of the Lord Jesus Christ that the average Christian either
ignores or resents—it is the word “always.” To live a godly
life of personal prayer in this present age of stress, strain
and demands, may to some be seemingly impossibl® The
common excuses are: ‘‘l am a busy man; 1 do not have
time; | cannot stop and take time.”” But some tried sugges-
tions are here offered as a help toward maintaining an inces-
sant attitude of prayer—they have been tried by many who
found them workable, and have testified to the reality of
the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ because of having
taken “‘these moments” to pray.

Suggestions of Times for Prayer

Meeting the new day: The rising-time in the morning is
characterized by many as when the ugly and hated tidal
wave of impure thoughts.sweeps up to the threshold of the
mind to tempt it before it is fully awake and prepared to
grapple with them. It is then that some use the “expulsive
power of a new thought” by uttering a simple prayer, such
as ““l thank thee, O Lord, for the gift of a new day. Help me
to keep it pure for Thee.” Others quietly sing the doxology.
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Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below; :
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

The second opportunity for prayer is when one is shav-
ing or doing one’s hair. The mind will lay hold and retain
those thoughts that make us conscious of the fact that we
are going out into the world as representatives—ambassa-
dors—of the Lord Jesus Christ. Such thoughts conduce
strength for the new day.

Noon hour: The third period comes at lunchtime. These
are moments when the noises around us cease. It is then
that one can lift the soul to God and say—even if no more
than this—“l am Christ’s servant and friend, His man, His
woman, living in the same sort of a world as He did. He is
depending on me to witness for Him!”’

After work hours: The fourth period is when we are on
the way home from work in the evening, by foot, bus or
automobile. It is possible then to grasp that opportunity for
reflection: allow the mind to go back over the busy day;
ask forgiveness for everything unkind, impure or unworthy;
then one can realize the cleansing power of God's forgive-
ness and experience a return of peace to the soul.

At bedtime: The fifth period is the time between the
getting into bed and actually falling asleep. Then is an op-
portunity to think about Christ in such a way as to deter-
mine one’s waking thoughts the next morning. It is psycho-
logically true that our latest, conscious thoughts at night
determine the flow of the unconscious river of psychic life
during sleep—on the direction of which so much future ac-
tivity depends—also the waking thought of the next morn-

ing.
Conclusion

Without taking up additional space let me emphasize
these suggestions by simply saying that in them is to be
found an experiential reality of the transforming power of
the presence of the only Friend who can make us what
we want to become—five times during the day! Many spir-
itually-minded souls find the value of these suggested prac-
tices as a result of obeying the injunction of the Lord Jesus
Christ—-"“Men ought always to pray and not faint.” m

The shadow comes and casts its length
Across their lives today.

Tomorrow is a land unknown,

And dim may be the way.

But these, as choicest saints of God,
Do not, will not, despair.

For now, just as they ever did,
They go to Him in prayer.

This then is not an alien land;

But a place they know so well,

For day by day at God’s own throne,
They do serenely dwell.

His Word they love; it has first place;
They hide it in their hearts.

Now they're not strangers to His grace—
To them, God peace imparts.

How blest to be close to our God,
To know His grace and love;

To honor Him in al! of life,

And all his mercies prove.

Then when the day is difficult,
And we would see His face—
It is no problem for we're never

Strangers to His grace. —Florence Olson
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“If you can’t pray, worry.”—Anon.

“Men ought always to pray, and not to faint.” (Luke
18:1b)

his command fell from the lips of the Lord Jesus Christ
and is as binding upon the child of God as any one of the
Ten Commandments.

At the very beginning of this study let us be reminded of
a fact that may be surprising fo some—that the Lord Jesus
Christ was a man of prayer! He homed His soul in the atmo-
sphere of prayer. It may be said that if ever there was a per-
_son who lived on this earth who did not need to pray it was

the man Christ Jesus. But the startling, arresting fact is that
He was a man of prayer. He prayed in the desert. He prayed
on the mountains. He prayed all through the night. He
prayed before every great undertaking. He prayed as He
breathed. | repeat, His very soul was homed in prayer.

In our text the Lord Jesus Christ tells us it is our duty—a
practice due from us, to self, to man and to God—that we
as believers should always pray. And He circles all our pray-
ing around Himself. Jesus admonishes us never to pray a
prayer the wide world over, even to the end of time, with-
out invoking His name. His answer to prayer must accord
with the relationship it bears to Himself. Here are His
words: “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you™ (John
15:7).

The Mode! Prayer

The Lord Jesus Christ did not leave church government
with a mode! for preaching, but He did give us the Model
Prayer: “After this manner therefore pray ye...” (Matt.
6:9). That mode! prayer—intercessory in character—is so
wide in its range that it touches everything between daily
bread and the Kingdom of God. And yet one can pray it in
less than a minute!

Not once is the singular found in the Model Prayer, only

the plural. Note: “Our Father ... give us ... our daily
bread . .. forgive us our debts . .. lead us not into tempta-
tion ... deliver us from evil...” (vss. 9-13). That prayer

sounds as though Jesus Christ could not conceive of a Chris-
tian ever praying solely for himself but that he would al-
ways bear in mind the thought of the Saviour—that the es-
sence of prayer is intercessorial in nature. The early Chris-
tians understood this, for we read that when Peter was
imprisoned by Herod, the church gave itself to ceaseless
prayer for his deliverance (Acts 12:1-19).

Prayer Given Priority of Importance

That the apostles also so understood this of Jesus is evi-
denced in their saying, “‘Look ye out among you seven men

. whom we may appoint over this business. But we will
give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of
the word” (Acts 6:3, 4). Observe the order: prayer before
preaching or the ministry of the Word. .

James, the brother and servant of Jesus Christ, tells us—
for our great encouragement—that if we lack wisdom we
should ask of God who giveth it to all men liberally and
upbraideth not—or without any chiding. James further ex-
plains why we receive not—it is because we fail to ask. And
then he triumphantly adds, “ls any among you afflicted?
. let him pray. ... Is any sick among you? . . . let them [the
elders] pray over him....” And to the unspoken objection

LAY L
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by Harold L. Proppe, B.D., M.A_, Ph.D.

that God may not be able to alleviate the suffering, or heal
the sick, James says that “Elias {Elijah] was a man subject
to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it
might not rain: and it rained not . .. [for three and a half
years|. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain. . .”
(James 5:13-18).

Paul, our great apostle to the Gentiles, was a man who
had learned in the school of Christ how all-important is
prayer. If we notice the introduction to his Epistle to the
Philippians we will find him—the great soul that he was, a
man of meticulous intellect—expressing prayerful concern
for those in the church at Philippi:

... In every prayer of mine for you ... | have you in my heart.

... | pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in

knowledge and /in all judgment (Phil. 1:4, 7, 9).

And more wonderful still he says in Colossians:

Continue stedfastly in prayer . .. withal praying for us also, that

God may open unto us a door for the word, to speak the mys-

tery of Christ ... that | may make it manifest, as | ought to

speak (4:2-4 A.S.V.).
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HELP IN PRAYER

HOLY SPIRIT CHRIST

PREVEN TION
A

4~  OFSsIN

ASSISTANCE o __ ADVOCACY

In Requests ,
Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our My little children, these things write I unto
infirmities: for we know not what we should you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin we
pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself ~ have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
maketh intersession for us with groanings Christ the righteous: 1Jn.2:1
which cannot be uttered. Rom. 8:26 : : '
In Rela@onshlps .- I pray for them: I pray not for the world,
For'ye have not received the spirit ofbonfla.tge but for them which thou hast given me; for
again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of they are mine. Jn. 17:9, also v.15, 17-20
Adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. _
Rom. 8:15

PETITIONS
&~ FOR SUPPLY ~

INTERCESSION

Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that

And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth died, yes rather, that is risen again, who is
what is the mind of the Spirit, because he even at the right hand of God, who also
maketh intercession for the saints according | maketh intercession for us. Rom. 8:34

to the will of God. Rom. 8:27 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the |

, uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing
, ' he ever liveth to make intercession for them.

Manfred E. Kober, Th.D. @ \ Heb. 7:25
L ] \/ ,




1A.

W/@RSHE ¥, Spiritual Exercise or Selfish Extravaganza?
Manfred E. Kober, Th.D.

The Definition of Worship

1b.  The English definition:

Worship is worth-ship, denoting the worthiness of an individual to receive
special honor in accordance with that worth.

An acknowledgement of divine perfection.
2b.  The pagan concept:

The idea of bowing down to an object of worship and kissing it.
3b.  The Old Testament concept:

**Hebrew term

Shahah—depress, bow down, prostrate

**Greek term

Proskuneo—to kiss towards

\The concept of genuine worship involves an outward act and an inward
attitude.

1c.  General worship of men:
1d.  Influenced by custom:

Genesis 18:2

And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and
when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed
himself toward the ground.

2d. Based on family relationships:

Gen 49:8

Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise: thy hand shall be
in the neck of thine enemies; thy father's children shall bow down
before thee.

3d. Dependent on station in life:

1 Kings 1:31
Then Bath-sheba bowed with her face to the earth, and did reverence to
the king, and said, Let my lord king David live for ever.



2C.

Specific worship of God:
1d. It is honor rendered to God:

Exodus 24:1

And he said unto Moses, Come up unto the Lord, thou, and Aaron,
Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel; and worship ye
afar off.

It involves physical bowing down

1 Chronicles 29:20

And David said to all the congregation, Now bless the Lord your God.
= And all the congregation blessed the Lord God of their fathers, and
bowed down their heads, and worshipped the Lord, and the king.

Nehemiah 8:6

And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God. And all the people answered,
Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands: and they bowed their heads,

¢ and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the ground.

Psalm 95:6
O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our

maker.

4b.  The New Testament concept:

1c.

20C.

The physical prostration: bowing in honor and reverence

It is an attitude of reverence and awe toward God, resulting in
an acclamation of His uniqueness and worth.

2A. The Demands of Worship:

1b.  As indicated by the Savior—the ETHICAL aspect:

1c.

Acceptable worship and ethical integrity are inseparable.

Matthew 5:21-26

21 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and
whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment:

22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause
shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca,
shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in
danger of hell fire.

23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy
brother hath ought against thee;,

24 Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy
brother, and then come and offer thy gift.

25 Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at
any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the
officer, and thou be cast into prison.



26 Verily | say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast
paid the uttermost farthing.

1d.  Worship demands a forgiving spirit.

2d.  Worship must be interrupted until the brother is reconciled.
Reconciliation does not depend on whether the grievance is
just or unjust.

2c.  Acceptable worship and legalistic encumbrance are incompatible.

John 4:24
God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

1d.  Worship is a spiritual exercise.
2d.  Worship is not dependent upon outward ritual to be genuine.
3c.  Acceptable worship and doctrinal impurity are impossible.

John 4:24
“in spirit and in TRUTH.”

True worship involves the right doctrine and the right method.
2b.  As implied by the Scriptures—the PUBLIC aspect:

1c.  Solemn, not trifling:

Psalm 89:7
God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be had in
reverence of all them that are about him.

2c.  Simple, not pompous or ceremonial:
John 4:24
3c.  Cheerful, not with forbidding aspect:

Psalm 100:2
Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his presence with singing.

40. Sincere, not hypocritical:

Isaiah 1:12-13

When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, to

tread my courts?

13 Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the new
. moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, | cannot away with; it is iniquity,

even the solemn meeting.

Matthew 23:13



3b.

5c.

6c¢.
As illustrated by the saints—the PERSONAL aspect:

1c.

2cC.

But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom
of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them
that are entering to go in.

Pure, not superstitious:

Isaiah 57:15

For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is
Holy; 1 dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and
humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the
contrite ones.

Spiritual, not external.

The frequency of worship:
“To worship” appears:

24 times in the Revelation
11 times in the Gospel of John
9 times in Matthew, the Royal Gospel

The finality of worship:

1d.

2d.

3d.

4d.

Worship is only due God:

Revelation 19:10

And | fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it
not: | am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of
Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.

Acts 10:25
And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him, and fell down at his feet,
and worshipped him.

Satan’s desire is to draw worship to himself:

Luke 4.7-8

If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine.

8 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan:
for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt
thou serve.

Worship is rejected by godly men

Acts 10:25-26

25 And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him, and fell down at his
feet, and worshipped him.

26 But Peter took him up, saying, Stand up; | myself also am a man.

(Also Acts 14:11-14)

Worship is rejected by loyal angels:



Revelation 22:8-9

And | John saw these things, and heard them. And when | had heard and
seen, | fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which shewed
me these things.

9 Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for | am thy fellowservant,
and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of
this book: worship God.

3c.  The form of worship:
1d.  In relation to the approach to God:

1e.  Worship is directed toward His being. It is not a
thanksgiving for His gifts.

2e.  Worship is directed toward his works in general:

Creation Rev. 4:11ff

Reign Rev. 15:3ff,16:5ff

Redemption Rev. 5:8-10

Consummation Rev. 11:15-18
2d. In relation to the attributes of God:

Eternality, omnipotence, honor, wisdom, holiness, power, etc.
3d. In relation to the acclamations of God:

1e. “Thou are worthy!” Rev. 4:11; 5:9, 12

2e. Salvation Rev. 7:10

3e. Hallelujah, Amen Rev. 7:12; 191, 3, 4

A mighty, universal strain permeates these expressions.

3A. The Delights of Worship

1b.

2b.

It is the highest form of spiritual exercise.
Although man is saved to serve, he is primarily saved to fellowship and
worship.

It is the best antidote to moral impurity.

Dr. Paul R. Jackson, former president of Baptist Bible Seminary in
Johnson City, New York, and national representative of the GARBC,
asserted that whenever he was tempted, he contemplated the loveliness
of the Savior, and temptation vanished.

The contemplation of our Savior involves, contrary to Roman Catholic and
cultic practices, a focus on the person and work of Christ revealed in the
Scriptures, rather than a veneration of images or statutes of the Savior.



Jews were forbidden to do. - But,'in dpposition to this °
sentiment, let it be observed, that not only the Jews, but
the heathens also, who never 'were subject to the ]aw of 6
Mosos, aro condemned in Scripture for-this modc of wor-
ship; as in. Romans, the first chapter, and in Acts xvii.
29, 30, where it is said—* Forasmuch, then,as we are the
oﬁ'spring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead
. is ike unto guld, or silver, or stone, graven by art and
man’s device. . And the time of this i ignorance God wmked
at, but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent.”
522. The folly.of making i images or pictures of . Christ
'is evident; because they are not true representations of
the object; and. ‘have their origin solely in the’ ‘imagination
" of the statuary or painter.. The only account which an-
tiquity has transmitted to us of the personal appearance of
- our Savior is of altogether doubtful authority. Beside
i this, however, there are more serious ob_]ectlons to such
repreaentanons :

(the ancient source is unknown)

3b. Iltis the strongest weapon against individual self-centeredness.
Selfishness and self-centeredness are the real enemies of morality.
Worship lifts us to a higher plane of thought.

4b.  Itis the noblest form of personal involvement.
Worship involves man’s whole being: intellect, emotion, and will.
Eavey rightly observes: worship is
*to quicken the conscience by the holiness of God,
*to feed the mind with the truth of God,
*to purge the imagination by the beauty of God,
*to open the heart to the love of God,
*to devote the will to the purpose of God” (Practical Christian

Ethics, 51).

‘ 4A. The Day of Worship:
1b.  The Sabbath Day:

1c.  Its institution at creation:
Apparently man was to conserve a day of rest from creation on.

1d.  The institution of the Sabbath for Israel involved something
unusual and sacred.

2d. It is unthinkable that man would work incessantly every day
for thousands of years. Even in Babylonian and Assyrian
societies, a special day of rest was set aside each week.

2c. Its institution at Mount Sinai:

1d. There is no record that the Sabbath was kept from Adam to
Moses.

But there is also no mention of it from Moses to David.
Likewise, the principle of monogamy of Genesis 2:24 was
ignored.




2d. The Sabbath was a special holy day for Israel:

Nehemiah 9:13-14 .
Thou camest down also upon mount Sinai, and spakest with them from
heaven, and gavest them right judgments, and true laws, good statutes
and commandments:

14 And madest known unto them thy holy sabbath, and commandedst
them precepts, statutes, and laws, by the hand of Moses thy servant:

3d. ltis given to Israel as a sign of their God’s covenant people:
Ex 31:12-17

3c. Its importance to mankind:
1d. Even Adam in an unfallen state would have to keep it, Gen.
2:3.

2d. ltis not a day of inactivity, Gen. 2:2; John 5:17.
3d. Itis a day of cessation of the activity of the prior six days.
4d. ltis a day of (1) rest, (2) refreshment and (3) rejoicing.

Genesis 1:31
And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very
good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.

Exodus 31:17

It is a sign between me and the children of Israel for ever: for in six days
the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested, and
was refreshed.

5d. ltis a day beneficial for man. (See further Chafer, Grace,
240ff).

2b.  The Lord’s Day:
1c.  The abrogation of the Sabbath Day:
1d.  Its prediction in prophecy:

Hosea 2:11
I will also cause all her mirth to cease, her feast days, her new moons,
and her sabbaths, and all her solemn feasts.

2d.  Its disappearance in the early church.
Nine times the Sabbath is mentioned in the book of Acts, but
only in relation to unbelieving Jews.



3d.

4d.
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lts existence in the tribulation:

Matthew 24:20 A
But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath

day:
Its reestablishment in the Millennium:

Isaiah 66:23 )

And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from
one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith
the Lord.

Ezekiel 46:1

Thus saith the Lord God; The gate of the inner court that looketh toward
the east shall be shut the six working days; but on the sabbath it shall be
opened, and in the day of the new moon it shall be opened.

Deuteronomy 30:8
And thou shalt return and obey the voice of the Lord, and do all his
commandments, which | command thee this day.

2c.  The appointment of the Lord’s Day:

1d.

2d.

Indications from the Old Testament:

Psalm 118:22-24

The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the
corner.

23 This is the Lord's doing; it is marvellous in our eyes.

24 This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad

in it.

Acts 4:10-11

Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from
the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole.

11 This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is
become the head of the corner.

Legalistic confusion of the Sabbath and Sunday:

1c. There is no Christian Sabbath.
The law, including the ten commandments with its
Sabbath directives, were abrogated when Christ died
on the cross. (That which was written and engraven in
stone has passed away, 2. Cor. 3:7-11)

2c. The first day was appointed to mark the glorious
resurrection of the Lord.



3c. A change in the day of worship involves great symbolic
significance.

3d. Events in the New Testament which happened on the first
day of the week:

1e.  The Resurrection Matt. 28:1

2e. Christ meets with His disciples John 20:19; Luke 24
3e. The the Holy Spirit descends Acts 2

4e. Paul preaches in Troas Acts 20:6ff

5e. The believers meet in Troas Acts 20:6-7

6e. John receives his revelation on the Lord’s Day
Revelation 1:10
I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a
great voice, as of a trumpet,
7e.  Special instructions are given for the ministry of the
~ saints on the firstday 1 Cor. 16:2

3c.  The activity on the Lord’s Day:

A
. 1d.  Worship—Acts 20:6-7 AE -

2d.  Fellowship—Heb. 10:25
3d. Stewardship—1 Cor. 16:2
4d. Rejoicing—Psa. 118:24

4c.  The acknowledgement of the Church Fathers.
Unanimous testimony from the early church that the first day
of the week is the day of worship.

Eusebius, A.D. 315, says, “There were synods and convocations of our
Bishops on this question and all unanimously drew up an
ecclesiastical decree in which they communicated to churches in all
places—that the mystery of the Lord’s resurrection should be
celebrated on no other day than the Lord’s Day.”

Tertullian, A.D. 200, says, speaking of the “sun worshipers:” “Though we
share with them Sunday, we are not apprehensive lest we seem to
be heathen.”

Clement of Alexandria, A.D. 194, says, “The old sabbath day has
become nothing more than a working day (to Christians).”

Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, A.D 178, says: “The mystery of the Lord’s
. resurrection may not be celebrated on any other day than the -
Lord’s Day.” ’
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Justin Martyr, A.D. 135, says: “Sunday is the day on which we all hold
our common assembly, because it is the first day on which God
having wrought a change in the darkness and matter made the
world and J. C. our Saviour, on the same day, rose from the dead.”

(Additional biblical and historical information is found in Chafer,
Systematic Theology, IV, 120ff.)

5c.  The rejection of the Lord’s Day by the Seventh Day Adventists:
1d.  Sunday worship is definitely the mark of the Beast.
2d.  The answer to the Seventh Day Adventists:
1e.  Noday is holy in itself.

Colossians 2:16
Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect
of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:

2e.  No one presently celebrates the Jewish Sabbath:
1f. It was from sunset to sunset.

2f. Regulations and penalties are not observed by
the Seventh Day Adventists.

3e. The exact day which God instituted in Genesis 2:2-3
is quite unknown.

6c¢. The balanced approach:
1d. God instituted a day of rest for all men.

2d. God designated a day of rest for Israel which came with
special regulations, penalties and customs.

3d.  God appointed a new day of rest for the church:
Psa. 118:22, symbolic of the new creation.



412. “O come, let us worship and bow
down, let us kneel before the LORD, our
Maker!” (Ps 95:6). “"Bow down to Yahweh
when the Holy One appears” (Ps 29:2b;
96:9a [translation by M. Dahood]).
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