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What Does it Really Take to Be an Interpreter? 

2:30 p.m. THE HIBTORY OF 1Nf£RPR£TA TION: 
How Can We Avoid Past Mistakes? 

4:00 p.m. CONTEMPORARYCONTRU\{£RSIES: 
• How Do We Know Which View Is Right?

Sun., Nov. 18 9:30 a.m. A FEW BASIC STEPS TO FOLLOW: 
Which Principles Are Commonly Ignored? 
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Is Every Promise in the Book Mine? 
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For the serious believer no activity is more important than to determine what

God has said. By applying certain basic mle of interpretation, the believer 
Can arrive at the correct meaning of much of the Bible and thus avoid the 

. . mistakes of many past and present interpreters. Join us' as we see how we 

:c: 

��....,;;..;;;.� 

can rightly the Word of Truth and thus meet with God'� approval (2 Tim. 2:15). 
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PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATIONS 

1 A. The Distinctiveness of Biblical Interpretation 

Biblical interpretation is indispensable because it is ... 

1 b. A key to what God has said: 

Nothing is more important than to determine the meaning of God's words. 
A misinterpretation of any other literature is of no consequence. A 
misunderstanding of God's Word, however, carries eternal consequences. 

2b. A bridge to span the gaps between the Bible world and today (see pages 
7-8):

1 c. The language gap: 
The biblical languages of Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek need careful 
translation. 

2c. The culture gap: 
Biblical customs and manners of antiquity need to be made 
understandable to contemporary man. 

3c. The geography gap: 
An understanding of the geography and topography of Bible lands 
is important to the correct interpretation of many texts. For example, 
Moses' view of the Promised Land from Mt. Nebo, and Mary's 
travels from Nazareth to Bethlehem take on real significance when 
geographic details are considered. A visit to the Bible lands is not 
simply a convenience but an almost indispensable help to those 
wishing to grasp the full meaning of the historical texts. 

4c. The history gap: 
History forms the backdrop to biblical events, helping to clarify the 
meaning of the biblical text. 

3b. A barrier to human imagination: 

The human mind is capable of coming up with preposterous views about 
God and spiritual matters. It needs to be subjected to the authority of the 
biblical text. 
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4b. An antidote to the cults: 

Limiting our knowledge of spiritual matters to the Bible enables the 
believer to reject the excesses and extra-biblical vagaries of the cults. 

5b. A rule book of all true exegesis: 

The usage of language is a gift from God and follows certain strict rules of 
grammar. An understanding of biblical linguistics allows the interpreter to 
glean the correct meaning from the text. 

6b. The source of sound theology: 

By applying sound interpretive principles, the interpreter can be assured of 
the correct meaning of the text. The literal days of Genesis and the 
duration of the literal kingdom are based on the application of strict rules 
of grammar. 

7b. A facilitator of Christian unity: 

True unity centers on mutual agreement of the verities of the faith. God 
desires to be worshipped in spirit and in truth (Jn. 4:24). That truth is 
God's Word (Jn. 17:17), which alone generates true unity. 

8b. A key that unlocks the prophetic future. 

Even prophetic passages yield their true meaning through the application 
of the normal rules of language and grammar. The literal fulfillment of 
past prophecies forms the key to the literal coming to pass of unfulfilled 
prophecy. 

9b. The guide to impromptu interpretation: 

Many times the believer is called upon to give his opinion of the meaning 
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of a text. Sometimes in a hospital room or during the visitation of a shut-in, 
one is asked concerning the meaning of a specific passage. Being 
conversant with certain rules of interpretation allows the individual to at 
least say what the passage could and could not possibly mean. 

1 Ob. A gateway to the understanding of God's plan of the ages: 

The believer is to exercise discernment in understanding God, His ways 
and His works. A proper comprehension based on literal, grammatical 

� 

and historical interpretation, allows the Christian to appreciate God's 
dispensational dealings with mankind from the Garden of Eden to the 

t eternal state. 



Holy Bible, book Divine, 

11 b. An answer to the uncertain opinions of men: 

Precious treasure, thou art mine; 
Mine to tell me whence I came, 
Mine to teach me what I am, 
Mine to chide me when I rove, 
Mine tQ show a Savior's love. 

Movements change and individuals change theologically; but God's Word 
remains the same, and a good exegetical grasp of its content allows the 
believer to stand unmoved amid the drift of human opinions. 

12b A necessary ingredient to healthy spiritual life: 

What God expects of the believer _and the believer's responsibility to live a 
life honoring to God is contained in His Word. The Protestant principle 
that God's Word is sufficient for all matters of faith and practice applies, 
but the demands upon the believer need to be governed by clear 
directives from God's Word. Historical-literal interpretation facilitates that 
understanding. 

13b. It is a guarantor of God's favor: 

The implication of Paul's teaching in Second Timothy 2: 15 is, that if we 
rightly divide the word of truth, we need not be ashamed; if we wrongly 
divide the word of truth, we need to be ashamed. 

INSPIRED INSTRUCTIONS FOR INTERPRETATION 

• THE INFIDELS

... Deploy Deceitfully

II Corinthians 4:2

But have renounced the hidden things 
of dishonesty, not walking in 
craftiness, nor handling the word of 
God deceitfully; but, by manifestation 
of the truth, commending ourselves to 
every man's conscience in the sight of 
God. 

THE IGNORANT 

... Distort Destructively 

II Peter 3:16 

As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of 
these things; in which are some things hard to 
be understood, which they that are unlearned 
and unstable wrest, as they do also the other 
Scriptures, unto their own destruction. 

··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· -·-·-·-·-· • ·-·-·-·-· -·-·-·---� -·---·-·-· -· -·-·-·-· -·-·- ·-•-·-· -----·-·-· -----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· -·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

THE INSTRUCTED

... Divide Discerningly

II Timothy 2:15

Study to show thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth. 

Ms.rnd E. KDbe,, Th.D. @ 
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THE INITIATED 

... Discriminate Dispensationally 

Ephesians 3: 3-5 

How that by revelation he made known unto 
me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 
Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand 
my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) Which 
in other ages was not made known unto the 
sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy 
apostles and prophets by the. Spirit. 

iii 



2A. The Disappointments of the Biblical Interpreter: 

1 b. A callous disregard for intelligent exegesis. 

2b. A carnal reading of God's Word. 

3b. A forsaking of spiritual truth formerly professed. 

4b. A life lived contrary to the theological convictions. 

Sb. An intellectual pursuit of truth void of ethical impact. 

6b. An appearance to the truth with untoward hardness. 

7b. A failure to distinguish between clear biblical instruction, legitimate 
influences and apparent implications. 

,sr THE KEYT HAT U!iLO CKSTHE BooK:I:u 
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BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION (Hermeneutics) 

1A. INTRODUCTION: 

(A SKELETON OUTLINE) 

1 b. The outline of the study of biblical interpretation: 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 

INTRODUCTION 
THE URGENT NEED FOR BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION 
THE HISTORICAL SCHOOLS OF INTERPRETATION 
THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF INTERPRETATION 
THE SPECIAL GUIDELINES FOR INTERPRETATION 
DISPENSATIONAL KEY TO BIBLIC�L INTERPRETATION 
THE BASIC TOOLS FOR BIBLE STUDY 

2b. Objectives of the study of biblical interpretation: 

1 c. To demonstrate the need for biblical interpretation. 

2c. To defend the historical Protestant method of literal interpretation. 

3c. To discriminate between sound and unsound biblical interpretation 
in the past and present. 

4c. To discuss the fundamental principles of biblical interpretation. 

Sc. To develop the student's ability for correct biblical exposition. 

6c. To distinguish the great dispensational purposes of God. 

7c. To discern things that differ, such and law and grace, Israel and the 
Church. 



THE WORD FROM GOD 

I REVELATION I 

I INSPIRATION 

I ILLUMINATION· I 

INTERPRETATION 

!ANIMATION

3b. The place of hermeneutics: 

I PRESERVATION I 

1 c. Its place in theology: Biblical interpretation or hermeneutics is part 

of bibliology. 

1d. REVELATION: 

Disclosing to man of what he otherwise could not infallibly 

know. 

2d. INSPIRATION: 

Recording without error God's revelation. 

3d. ILLUMINATION: 

Enabling the believer's mind to understand God's spiritual 
truth. 

4d. INTERPRETATION: 
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Understanding the meaning of God's revealed truth. 

5d. ANIMATION: 

Energizing the Word through the Spirit to effect life. 

6d. PRESERVATION: 

Guarding God's Word against substantial error. 

2c. Its place in teaching: 

1d. OBSERVATION: Answering to the question: 

WHAT IS HERE? 

2d. INTERPRETATION: Answering to the question: 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

3d. APPLICATION: Answering to the question: 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO ME? 

THE WORD TO US 

INTERPRETATION 

NOW 

4 



See the sample of the three interpretive steps below: 

TH£ RICH MAN AND LAZARUS 

lUK£ ]6�19=31 

19 There was a certain rich man, and he 
was clothed in purple and fine linen, faring 
sumptuously every day 
20 and a certain beggar named Lazarus 

was laid at his gate, full of sores, 
21 and desiring to be fed with the 

[crumbs] that fell from the rich man's table; 
yea, even the dogs come and licked his 
sores. 
22 And it came to pass, that the beggar 

died, and that he was carried away by the 
angels into Abraham's bosom: and the rich 
man also died, and was buried. 
23 And in Hades he lifted up his eyes, 

being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar 
off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 
24 And he cried and said, Father 

Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his 
finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I 
am in anguish in this flame. 
25 But Abraham said, Son, remember that 

thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good 
things, and Lazarus in like manner evil 
things: but now here he is comforted and 
thou art in anguish. 
26 And besides all this, between us and 

you there is a great gulf fixed, that they that 
would pass from hence to you may not be 
able, and that none may cross over from 
thence to us. 
27· And he said, I pray thee therefore, 

father, that thou wouldest send him to my 
father'$. house; 
28 for I have five brethren; that he may 

testify unto them, lest they also come into 
this place of torment. 
29 But Abraham saith, They have Moses 

and the prophets; let them hear them. 
30 And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but 

if one go to them from the dead, they will 
repent. 
31 And he said unto him, If they hear not 

Moses and the prophets, neither will they 
be persuaded, if one rise from the dead. 

OIBS£RVATION 

(WHAT IS HERE?) 

L 

3 .. 

llNJT£RPR£'TAT'ION 
(WHAT DOES IT MEAN?) 

1l., 

2 ., 

APPLICATION 

(w'HAT DOES IT MEAN TO ME?)-

L 

LUKE 16: 19-22 
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4b.　The need for hermeneutics二

1c.　The derivation of the te「m:

。塞
C「∞k g∝l轟e皿es

The technical word fo「 bibIica=nterp「etation is hemeneuf/cs, a

word derived f「om the G「eek, from the’name Hermes.

M冊on S. Te「rey言n his classic Bめ〃cal /nteIPreta存on, COmmentS:
“Hermes, O「 Mercury, Who bearIng a gOiden 「od of mag!C POWer,

figures in Grecian mythoIogy as the messenger ofthe gods, the

tuteIary deity of speech, Of w「iting, artS and sciences, and of aiI

Ski=s and accomplishments” (Ph輔ps and Hunt, 1883, 17).

2c.　The definition of hermeneutics:

Webste「 defines it as “that branch of theoIogy which defines the

laws app!ied by exegesis.’’

Be「nard Ramm, in his standa「d textbook on hermeneutics,

Protesfant Bib〃caI hte/pIefaf/on, defines it thus!y: “Hermeneutics is

the science and art of Bib!ica=nte「p「etation. It is a science

because it is guided by 「uIes and systems; and it is an art because

the appIication ofthe ruies is by sk町and not by mechanical

imitation. As such it forms one of the most important membe「s of

the theo!ogical sciences. ‥ ln that conservative Protestantism

takes only the Bible as autho「itative, the「e’s no secondary means of

making clear the meanlng Ofthe Bibie" Therefo「e we know what

God has said by the faithfuI and accurate inte「pretation of the

Scriptu「es” (Bake「 Book House, 197O, 1 [emphasis in the o「iginaI]),

1d.　Hermeneutics as a science: ls a system of「ulesfor

inte「Pretation.

2d.　He「meneutics asan a巾These 「ules needtobe appliedwith

Sk冊

3c,　The p「lmary need for he「meneutics:

“To ascertain what God has said in sacred Scriptures二tO determine

the meaning ofthe Wo「d of God’’(Ramm, 2 ).

1d.　The needfo「soundtheoIogy:

Doct「ines such as salvation, SanCtification, and eschatoIogy

are based on co「rect inte「pretation.

2d.　The needfo「prope「autho「ity:



Elevation of the Host 

The interpreter does not wish to confuse the voice of God 
with the voice of man. 

3d. The need for absolute objectivity: 

Our sinful minds are biased and we need rules to check us. 

4d. The need for correct exposition: 

We are called upon to give the meaning of a passage and 
thus need rules to guide us in impromptu situations. 

5d. The need for true apologetic: 

Proper hermeneutics forms the only sound basis for 
defending the truth. 

6d. The need because of great neglect: 

Most people have never considered such a study. 

7d. The need because of Christian divisions: 

1e. Roman Catholicism: is based on tradition and 
advocates a works religion 

7 

2e. Modern theology: denies inerrancy and thus deviates 
from major doctrines. 

3e. Cults: have a specialized system relying on 
extrabiblical writings 

4e. Eschatological systems: the division among the 
amills, postmills, and premills would not be necessary 
if all employed the same rules of interpretation. 

Bernard Ramm, for example. in the first edition of his 
Protestant Biblical Interpretation espoused a system 
of interpretation, "thus prejudicing the case for 
Premillennialism." 

4c. The secondary need for hermeneutics: 

·To bridge the gap between our minds and the minds of the Biblical
writers" (Ramm, 4).

1d. The language gap: 



詰二霊喜二三二㌔了
霊草芋霊草

詰豊誓嵩▲
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The Bible is written in Heb「ew, A「amaic and Greek, anCient

languages which need to be trans!ated into thei「

COntemPO「ary equivaIent.

2d.　Theculturegap:

Cuiture is a= the ways whereby a peopie car「y on thei「

existence. Many strange customs of antiquity need to be

inte「preted so that they are understandable for mode「n man.

3d.　Thegeog「aphygap二

A knowledge of geog「aphy w冊shed light on the joumeys of

the pat「iarchs, the ministry of Christ and the t「aveis ofthe

ApostIe Paul. For instance, it is of inestirtlable value to visit

lsrae=n order to get an unde「standing of the life and ministry

Of Christ and the Apostles.

4d.　丁hehistorygap:

As Ramm notes, “If geog「aphy is the scenery, history is the

PIot of sc「iptu「e’’(6). It is helpful for one’s interpretation of

the Bible to know something ofthe ancient empIreS SuCh as

the AssyrlanS, the Egyptians and Romans.

丁H格B組‡寒O n能D fOR

書書を慮れくれをU漢書cf
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出
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.NEED OF HERMENEUTICS. 21 8a 

The rank and importance of Biblical Hermeneutics among the 
v.arious studies embraced in Theolog· ical Encyclopedi_a 

Rank and Im-and Methodology is apparent from the fundamental re- portance of 

lation which it sustains to them all. For the Scripture !t�:���;�!1
revelation is itself essentially the centre and substance Science. 

• of all theological science. It contains the clearest and fullest exhi­
bition of the person and character of God, and of the spiritual needs
and possibilities of man. A sound and trustworthy interpretation of
the scripture records, therefore, is the root and basis of all revealed
theology� Without it Systematic Theology, or Dogmatics, could
not be legitimately constructed, and would, in fact, be essentially

· BIBLICAL HERMENEUTIC&

INTERPRETATION 

OLD- AND NEW TESTAMENTS. 

MlL TON ·s. TERRY, S.T.D., 

JfSW EDITION. TBOROUGBLT·REVJSED. 

NZW YOllJt, :EATON Ir MAINS 
CINCINNATI: JENNINGS .I: GRAHAM 

impossible. For the doctrines o:f revelation can only be l�arned 
from a correct understanding of the oracles of God. Historical
Theology, also, tracing as it does the thought and life of-the Church; 
must needs take cognizance of the principles and methods of script­
ure interpretation which have so_ largely controlled in the develop­
ment of that thought and life. • The creeds of Christendom assume 
to rest upon the teachings of the inspired Scriptures. - Apologetic�, 
polemics, ethics, and all that is embraced in Practical Theology, are 
ever making appeal to the authoritative records of the . Christian 
faith. The great work of the Christian ministry is to pre�ch �he
word ; and that most important labour cannot be e:ff ectuaUy�;-d,one . 
without a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures and skill in the 
interpretation and application of the same. Person�l piety and 
practical godliness are nourished by the study of this written wor<}.. 
The psalmist sings (Psa. cxix, 105, Ul) : ", 

A lamp to my foot is thy word,And a light to my pathway. I have taken possession of thy testimonies forever,For the joy of my heart are they.1 

- The Apostle Paul admonished Timothy that ·the Holy Scriptur�s
were able to make him_ wise unto salvation through faith in Jesus· -Christ (2 Tim. iii, 15). - And Jesus himself, interceding for his own 
chosen followers; prayed, " Sanctify them in the truth ; thy word is 
tru�h" (John xvii, 17). Accordingly, the Lord's ambassadqr must 
not adulterate (2 Cor. ii, 17), but rightly divide, the word of the 
truth (2 Tim. ii,· 15). For if ever the g.ivinely appointed ministry 
of reconciliation accomplish the perfecting of the saints, and the 
b�ilding_ up of the body of Christ, so as to bring all to the attain- -
ment of the unity of the faith and of the know ledge of the Son of 
God (Eph. iv, 12, 13), it ·must be done by a correct interpreta­
tion and efficient_ use of the word of God. The interpretation 
and application of that word must rest upon a sound and self-evi­
_dencing science of hermeneutics. 



5b.　Gene「aI considerations:

1c.　Assumptions:

The Protestant interp「eter comes to the BibIe with certain

assumptions that othe「 disciplines ofthe Bible have supported.

1d. Inspi「ation:

2d.　The canon:

3d.　Textual criticism:

4d.　Histo「ical criticism:

Ramm, 10: “Litera「y and historicaI c「iticism ofthe Bibie is

not an evil but a necessity, and no man can do fu=justice to

a bookofthe Biblet川he hasdonethe best he can to

determine who wrote the book, When it was written言f its

COntentS are authentic, and ifthe book is a literary unit or

not.

These three things he「meneutics assumes as having been

accomplished. It is at this point that exegesis begins. The

Study of the canon determines the inspired books; the study

Of the text dete「mines the wo「ding of the books; the study of

histo「ical criticism glVeS uS the framewo「k of the books;

exegesis is the application of these 「uies to the books; and

Biblical theoIogy is the resuit’’(emphasis added),

2c.　Definitions:

1d.　The Old Testament terms二

pathar二十o interpret

pithron○○i nterp retation

Both te「ms are used primarily in the inte「p「etation of dreams.

2d.　The New Testament terms二

1e.　hemeneuo-十o interp「et

2e,　C#emeneuo-tO interpret, tO eXPIain

3d.　He「meneutics:

5p中神

碑年中



As mentioned before, the term is ultimately derived from 
Hermes, the Greek god who brought the messages of the 

gods to the mortals. 

4d. Exegesis: 

10 

Hermeneutics stands in the same relationship to exegesis 
that a rule book stands to the playing of the game. The rules 
themselves offered by hermeneutics, the game of exegesis 
results in correct interpretation. It is impossible to exegete 
the Scriptures correctly without the usage of sound rules. 

3c. The divisions of hermeneutics: 

1d. General hermeneutics: 

These rules pertain to the interpretation of the entire Bible. 

2d. Special hermeneutics: 

These rules are developed with reference to special sections 
of the Bible such as parables, prophecy, typology and 

poetry. 

4c. The demand of hermeneutics: 

What Aristotle said concerning philosophy can also be said 
concerning hermeneutics. Aristotle observed that "whether we 
philosophize or don't philosophize, we must still philosophize." 
Likewise, whether we want to interpret literature or don't want to 
interpret literature, we apply rules of interpretation to every written 
document that comes our way. Just imagine the enormous amount 
of hermeneutics applied by a boyfriend to the letter received from 

his girlfriend below: 
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5c. Limitations of hermeneutics: 

Several factors such as biases and poor education can limit the 

ability to interpret the Scriptures. But there are several other 
factors which may be considered primary hindrances to practical 

hermeneutics. 

- PRIMARY

HINDRANCES TO 

PRACTICAL 

HERMENEUTICS 

G) L----�-�-------' 

An aversion to change traditionally held views. 

An adherance to entrenched denominational beliefs. 

G) .___I--�---

An avoidance of life-changing biblical truths.

© '-------�------' 

An acceptance of extra-biblical cultic writings. 

11 



PRIMARY 

HINDRANCES TO 

_,// 

PRACTICAL 

HERMENEUTICS 

'\� 
•. ,\� . 

• "-

G) I DISPOSITIONAL DEFENSIVENESS 

An aversion to change traditionally held views. 

---------'@_2IDENOMINATIONAL DEAFNESS 

An adherance to entrenched denominational beliefs. 

G) I CARNAL CALLOUSNESS I

An avoidance of life-changing biblical truths. 

01 CULTIC CONTENTIOUSNESS 1 

An acceptance of extra-biblical cultic writings. 

I 

11 a 

Manfred E. Kober, Th.D. 
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6c. Qualifications of an interpreter: 

1 d. Spiritual qualifications: 

1 e. Experience of salvation: Jn. 3:3 

2e. Passion for the Word: Ps. 1; 37; 119 

3e. Reverence for God: Prov. 1 :7 

4e. Dependence on the Spirit Jn. 16:14 

1f. 

2f. 

Illumination is not inspiration: 

Illumination is not information: 

12 

"It is necessary to complete this truth by adding 
that the Spirit of God does not communicate to 
the mind of even a teachable, obedient, and 
devout Christian, any doctrine or meaning of 
Scripture which is not contained already in 
Scripture itself. He makes men wise up to 
what is written, not beyond it" (Angus and 
Green cited by Ramm, 14 [emphasis in the 
original]). 

There is no revelation given above the 
revelation. Nor is it proper to pray for 
information about the authorship of Hebrews or 
the date of the book of Job. 

2d. Educational requirements: 

1 e. Liberal arts: 

Though a liberal arts education is desirable for those 
who would be expositors, the person with an average 
measure of intelligence can adequately discover the 
central meaning of the Word of God, providing he is 
characterized by spirituality and a good dose of 
common sense. Sir Robert Anderson, former head of 
Scotland Yard, has put it well: "Spiritual discernment 
and ordinary intelligence are needed in the study of 
Holy Scripture. Spirituality is the prime essential, for 
spiritual truths are spiritually discerned; but common 
sense, to use the proper phrase, will usually save us 
from the follies of false exegesis" (Forgotten Truths, 
Kregel, 1980, 6). 
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2e. Theological studies: 

1f. Languages: 
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"It does not seem unreasonable to ask, 
however, that all who would interpret the Bible 
to others should have some acquaintance with 
Hebrew and Greek. We should be astonished 
at one who claimed to be a specialist in the 
interpretation of Greek tragedy but who could 
not read Greek, or who offered to expound the 
Confucian classics without any knowledge of 
Chinese. But too often the biblical interpreter 
has little or no access to the original texts that 
he so confidently handles" (Rowley cited by 
Ramm, 15). 

2f. Theology: 

"It is a principle of Protestantism, the 
soundness of which has been confirmed by the 
experience of centuries, that there should 
always be in the churches a body of men able 
to go behind the current versions of the 
Scripture to the original tongues from which 
these versions were executed" (Barrows cited 
by Ramm, 15-16). 

3d. Intellectual requirements: 

1 e. Openmindedness to the truth: 

2e. Judicious use of commentaries: 

4b. The equipment of the interpreter: 

1 c. The indispensability of the equipment: 

1 d. The importance of the tools: 

2d. The ignorance of the tools: 

3d. The advantages of commentaries: 

1e. The reasons for the use of commentaries: 

1 f. They present us with good models for our 
interpretation. 



2f. They prove helpful with problem passages: 

3f. They provide a safeguard against error: 

4f. They provoke and stimulate thinking: 

2e. The regulations for the use of commentaries: 

1 f. They are not to be a substitute but a 
supplement of Bible study: 
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2f. They are not to be slavishly used as absolutely 
authoritative: 

3f. Only the best are to be used: 

4f. Use commentaries based on the original texts 
rather than devotional commentaries: 

2c. The itemization of the equipment: 

1d. 

2d. 

3d. 

4d. 

5d. 

6d. 

7d. 

8d. 

9d. 

Biblical texts: 

Biblical grammars: 

Lexicons: 

Concordances: 

Dictionaries: 

Atlases: 

Archeology, history and culture: 

Biblical introduction: 

Commentaries: 

1 e. One-volume commentaries: 

2e. Multi-volume commentaries: 



2A. THE HISTORICAL SCHOOLS: 

The value of historical studies has been stressed by Terry in his classic book: 
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"A knowledge of the history of biblical interpretation is of inestimable value to the 
student of the Holy Scriptures. It serves to guard against errors and exhibits the 
activity and efforts of the human mind in its search after truth and in relation to 
noblest themes. It shows what influences have led to the misunderstanding of 
God's word, and how acute minds, carried away by a misconception of the 
nature of the Bible, have sought mystic and manifold meanings in its contenf' 

(31 ). 

The definition of allegorism: 

"Allegorical interpretation is the interpretation of a document whereby something 
foreign, peculiar, or hidden is introduced into the meaning of the text giving it a 
proposed deeper or real meaning" (Ramm, 223 [emphasis in the original]). 

Examples of allegorism in classic literature: 

Jonathan Swift, Gulliver's Travels 
Daniel Defoe, Robinson Crusoe 
John Bunyan, Pilgrim's Progress 

1 b. The allegorical schools: 

1 c. Greek allegorism: 

EPICURUS. 

The development of allegorism: 

1 e. The Greek religious heritage: 
The Greeks believed in their religious tradition, 
including myriads of gods cavorting on Mt. Olympus. 

2e. The Greek philosophical tradition: 
The more educated Greeks were repulsed by the 
immoral stories about deities and reinterpreted these 
deities as being representative of vices and virtues. 

2c. Jewish allegorism: 

1 d. The purpose of Jewish allegorism: 

1 e. A loyalty to Old Testament tradition: 

2e. A love for Greek philosophy: 



THE 

PILGRIM'S PROGRESS, 

� ----_-

.-- • •-=� ,;'if, ---

CHRISTIAN BEFORE -THE CROSS, 

"His burden fell off his ha.ck, a.nd began to tumble." (54) 

11 Beelzebub and they that are with him shoot arrows.'' 

"Great Beelzebub, the captain of this frend, 
Designed my ruin : therefore to this end 
He sent him harnessed out ; and he with rag, 
That hellish was, did fiercely me engage : 
But blessed Michael helped me i and I, 
By dint of sword, did quickly make him fly: 
.Therefore to Him* let me give lasting praise, 
And thank and bless His holy name always." 

Giving thanks for liis de1ive'rance from Apollyon. 
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2d. The proponents of allegorism: 

1 e. Aristobulus (160 BC) 

2e. Philo (20 BC - AD 54 )2 

3d. The principles of allegorism: 

1 e. Allegorize statements unworthy of God. 

2e. Allegorize contradictorY or difficult passages. 

3e. Allegorize if the record is spiritual in nature. 

4d. Pictures of Jewish allegorism: 

1 e. The record of Abraham: 
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Abraham is seen as a Greek philosopher who leaves 
a life of emptiness and comes to a life of reason. 

2e. The story of Jacob: 
Jacob is the picture of a man who is ruled by his 
passions till he at last gains true wisdom. 

3c. Christian and Patristic allegorism: 

"The allegorical system that arose among the pagan Greeks, 
copied by the Alexandrian Jews, was next adopted by the Christian 
church and largely dominated exegesis until the Reformation" 
(Ramm, 28). 

1 d. The purpose of Christian allegorism: 

1 e. The appreciation for the Old Testament: 
Christians appreciated the OT and in the light of 
attacks on their new religion tried to establish the OT 
as a Christian document. 

2e. The acceptance of the NT gospel: 
The Christian allegorists each superimposed New 
Testament truths upon the Old Testament such as 
baptism and the Lord's Supper. 

2d. The problems of Christian allegorism: 

1 e. They lacked a genuine historical sense in exegesis. 



2e. They lacked an understanding of progressive 
revelation. 

17 

3e. They saw the Bible filled with parables, enigmas and 
riddles. 

4e. They saw Greek philosophy hidden in the Old 
Testament. 

Ramm correctly observes that: 
"The curse of the allegorical method is that it 
obscures the true meaning of the Word of God ... the 
Bible treated allegorically becomes putty in the hand 
of the exegete. Different doctrinal systems could 
emerge within the framework of allegorical 
hermeneutics, and no way would exist to determine 
which were the truth" (30-31 ). 

3d. The proponents of Christian allegorism: 

1 e. Clement of Alexandria (150-215): 

2e. Origen (185-251 ): 

3e. Jerome (340-430): 

4e. St. Augustine (354-430): 

1 f. The person: 
Bishop of Hippo, greatest of the early church 
fathers and a pattern for both Roman 
Catholicism and Protestantism. 

2f. The principles of St. Augustine: 

1 g. Scripture has more than one meaning, 
therefore allegorism is justified. 

2g. The task of the expositor is to get the 
meaning out of the Bible, not to bring a 
meaning to it. 

3g. No verse is to be established as a unit in 
itself. 
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4g. The obscure passages must yield to the 
clear passage. 

5g. No Scripture is to be interpreted so as to 
conflict with any other passage. 

"Distinguish the times and you harmonize the 
Scriptures." 

4c. Catholic allegorism: 

1 d. The purpose of Catholic allegorism: 
To lead Catholic ritual back into the OT, such as the 
priesthood and all its accompanying rituals. 

2d. The principles of Catholic allegorism: 

1 e. Catholic scholars accept the Latin Vulgate as the 
authentic version for public lectures, disputations, 
sermons, and expositions. This includes the 
apocryphal books as well. 

2e. The Catholic interpreter accepts all verses which the 
Church has officially interpreted in the sense in which 
they have been interpreted. 

3e. The Scriptures possess four levels of meaning: 

4e. 

1f. Literal: 

2f. Allegorical: 

3f. Tropological: 

4f. Anagogical: 

The Catholic Church is the official interpreter of 
Scripture: 

Cardinal Newman, a convert from Anglicanism to 
Roman Catholicism, wrote that "it may be almost laid 
down as a historical fact, that the mystical [allegorical] 

. interpretation and orthodoxy will stand or fall together" 
(cited by Ramm, 42). 



BIBLE HISTORY 

B'OR THE USE OF THE CATHOL�t; SCHOOLS r:N

TUE UNITED ST .A.TES. 

BY 

RIGHT REV. RICHARD GILMOUR, D.D., 
BiJluYp of Cleooland. 

A LETTER· FROM 

His Holiness, Pope Leo XIII. 

TRANSLATION. 

We !:ave reaived with tha,cks tlu copy of The Bible History, 

to�d he,- with t huxp,-ess:'on.of devotion, which B enzi(ler Brothers. 

f'ub/iJhe,-s, have sent us t/z,-ough th, Bishop of Br1Jd, and wt givt cu� 

lljoJ/olic Benediction tq them .and to th,ir l11bo,-J, that that ma:, 

always tend to tht good of .Rdigt'on, 
Lto P. P. XIII. 

LUTHER AND THE REFORMATION 

Protestant Reformation. In 1520 his doctrmes were con­
demned by the Pope and he himself excommunicated.. i 

4. In 1522 Luther translated the Bible into German, and.
with it proclaimed the doctrine of '' an open Bible and free 
interpretation'' as a fundamental doctrine. He also denied 
the supremacy of the Pqpe, the authority of the Church, 
the celibacy of the clergy, the efficacy of the sacr.amen ts, the 
doctrine of purgatory, and the teachings of the Church on 1 

justification and original sin. 
5. He forbade his followers to honor the Saints or to obey

the commandments of the Chureh, rejecting all the sacra­
ments except Baptism and the Lord's Supper. He also 
taught that faith withoid good works would secure man's 
salvation, contrary to the Catholic doctrine, which teaches 
that men· are saved by· faith with good works. 



5e. Difficult passages are interpreted by later unwritten 
tradition: 

6e. Only the Catholic interpreter understands the 
Scriptures correctly: 

The attitude of the Catholic Church toward the 
Protestants is contained in the Encyclical, 
Providentissimus Deus of Leo XI 11. 
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"Though the studies of non-Catholics, used with 
prudence, may sometimes be of use to the Catholic 
student, he should, nevertheless, bear well in 
mind ... that the sense of Holy Scripture cannot be 
expected to be found in writers, who being without the 
true faith, only gnaw the bark of Sacred Scripture, and 
never attain its pith" [italics added] (Cited by Ramm, 
45). 

eadw1ic �m 

The Letter shows us what God and our Fathers did; 

The Allegory shows us where our Faith is hid; 

The Moral Meaning gives us rules of Daily Life; 

The Anagogy shows us where we end our Strife. 

--Gregory the Great (d. 604) 

Sa1ntC�ry 

ST. PETER'S CHURCH, ROME 

Sense Meaning Illustrations 

1. Literal

2. Allegorical

3. Moral

4. Anagogical

EVIDENT MEANING 

WHAT TO BELIEVE 

WHAT TO DO 

WHAT TO HOPE FOR 

Jerusalem Water Light 



Psalm 126 

1 When the Lord turned 
again the captivity of Zion, 
we were like them that 
dream. 
2 Then was our mouth 
filled with laughter,. and 
our tongue with singing: 
then said they among the 
heathen, The Lord hath 
done great things for them. 
3 The Lord hath done 
great things for us; 
whereof we are glad. 
4 Turn again our captivity, 
0 Lord, as the streams in 
the south. 
5 They that sow in tears 
shall reap in joy. 
6 He that goeth forth and 
weepeth, bearing precious 
seed, shall doubtless come 
again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with 
him. 

A LlE_SSON IN LJTERsALJSM 

Ps. 122:5-6 ALL�60RICAL LlT
1

ERsAL 

SOw1IlN6 

60J[N6 

WEEPl(N6 

PRECIOUS 

SEED 



ALLE,6:0RECAL SCHOOLS 

GREEK ALLEGORIES JEWISH ALLEGORISM 
CHRISTIAN AND 

CATHOLIC ALLEGORISM 
SCHOOL PATRISTIC ALLEGORISM 

PERIOD 600 B.C. - 100 B.C. 150 B.C. - A.O. 500 A.O. 100 - 500 A.O. 500 - 1500 

PERSONS Thales Aristobulus Christian Fathers Gregory the Great (d. 640) 
Plato Philo Clement of Alexandria John Cardinal Newman 

Aristotle Origen 
The Stoics Augustine Jerome 

PURPOSE The Greek allegorists tried to Through allegorism, a Jew tried The Church Fathers read New Catholicism tried to avoid the 
reconcile absurd and immoral to reconcile the loyalty to his Testament (Christian truths) extremes in hermeneutics of 
religious myths with their Hebrew faith and his love for into Old Testament to prove to some Christian Fathers and 
advanced philosophical Greek philosophy. Jews that the Old Testament Scholastics. Catholics 
tradition. was a Christian document. allegorized in order to justify the 

sacramental system and 
hierarchal structure. 

PRINCIPLES To find a deeper spiritual The O.T. was absent in Greek There are many meanings to Scripture has a spiritual 
meaning in the grotesque philosophy but through allegory the text. The True meaning is meaning beyond the 
immoral literal meaning of the it could be found therein. The found by spiritualizing. The foundational literal meaning. 
Greek religious traditions (The literal meaning is only for the N.T. has roots in the O.T. The Actually it has a four-fold 
moral and immoral gods of the immature, the allegorical for the O.T. is a Christian document. meaning: literal 
Greeks became virtues which mature. Allegorism is called for Obscure text yields to the clear allegorical 
tried to overpower vices). if a statement says anything text; study context; no anagogical 

unworthy of God, if one Scriptures contradict one tropological 
statement contradicts another; another. Details are symbolic. The Latin Vulgate is inspired. 
or if the record is itself The interpreter needs to have Catholicism accepts and 
allegorical. genuine faith in order to subscribes the interpretation of 

interpret. the Church and Papal 
infallibility. Interpretation must 
be solely about faith and 
morals. Obscure Scriptures are 
explained in Church tradition. 

PROBLEMS The religious writers (Homer This leads to the fantastic and Exegesis lacked true historical This subjects the Bible to 
and Hesiod) never intended the absurd. One cannot read sense. Did not understand human reasoning. 
their writings to be moral tales. Greek philosophy into the O.T. progressive revelation. Summary: Allegorism-
This method spread to Abraham cannot be made into Confused allegorical and It is (1) subjective, (2) 
Alexandria where it influenced a Stoic philosopher. typical. Obscured true meaning. rationalistic, (3) cannot be 
the Jews and later the Christian One cannot find all of the N.T. regulated, and ( 4) obscures the 
Church. in the O.T. Method is arbitrary; true meaning of Scripture. 

sees too much in text. 



2b. Literal schools: 

1 c. Jewish literalism: 

1 d. The definition of literal interpretation: 
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"Literal interpretation regards the literal sense as correct and 
sufficient unless the nature of the language indicates 
otherwise." 

Literalism refers to the customary, normal, ordinary, obvious 
sense, socially acknowledged common sense designation of 
a statement. Horne has an excellent explanation of the term 
literal in Literal Interpretation: 

. A Messianic. and Prophetic • 

"Further, in common life, no prudent and conscientious 
person who either commits his sentiments to writing or utters 
anything, intends that a diversity of meaning should be 
attached to what he writes or says; and, consequently, 
neither his readers nor those who hear him, affix to it any 
other than the true and obvious sense ... the literal sense of 
any place of scripture is that which the words signify, or 
require, in the natural and proper acceptation, without any 
trope [figure of speech], metaphor, or figure and abstracted 
from mystic meaning " (Horne, An Introduction to the Critical 
Study and Knowledge of the Scriptures, Ramm, 357 [italics 
in the original].) Monthly published by Biblical Research 

Society Associates 

The.staff ioriters for this 1nag-az'ine follow

'fH.E GOLDEN R
L
TLE OF INTERPH.ET .ATION 

l 

· ,

When the plain sense of ,Scripture makes common sense, seek n.o other sense; 
therefore., .fake every word at its primary, ordi•nary, usual, literal meaning unless 
the facts of the immediate context, studied in the t,ght of related passages and 
axiomatic and fundamental truths, indicate- dearly otherwise. 

I I 

This. rule is based on the premise that God, in revealing His Word, 
neither intends nor permits that the reader be confused. Rather, like _ 
any other teacher or father, He uses the obvious meanings of words to 

convey His thoughts with the greatest clarity to His children. 
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2d. The development of Jewish literalism: 

1 e. Ezra (457 B.C.): 

Ezra may be considered the first of the Jewish 
interpreters. As Ramm so well states, "The Jews of 
the Babylonian captivity ceased speaking Hebrew and 
spoke Aramaic. This created a language gap 
between themselves and their scriptures. It was the 
task of Ezra to get the meaning of the scriptures by 
paraphrasing the Hebrew into the Aramaic or in other 

ways expounding the sense of the scriptures. This is 
generally admitted to be the first instance of Biblical 
hermeneutics" (35-36}. 

In Nehemiah 8:8, we have the first recorded case of 
biblical interpretation: "So they read in the book in the 
law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused 
them to understand the reading" (Neh. 8:8). 

. . · · ·• • .. i�·-uwmo �in: uw·n. Tm: WllDIG or Tri nor.LL • 



CABBALAH 

CABBALAH is that great body of Hebrew literature that

sprang up and grew paraJlel to the traditional writings of

rabbinical literature, for a period of over a thousand

years. Its origins are clouded in uncertainty, its authors

doubtful or anonymous, and its forms of expression varied

as they are unusual. 
Cabbalah signifies "receiving." However, only few were

given the inner light by which they could behold the visions

of eternity. The secret doctrines concerning God are re­

vealed to the spiritually prepared only. 

In a sense, the Cabbalah was a silent protest movement

of the mystic element against formalism; a role which it

played not only in Judaism but also in Christian Protes­

tantism (Reuchlin a.o.). 
The great theme of the Cabbalah is God before creation,

and the soul of man after it. 
God is ain soph, the endless, ever creating; or, in the

words of the great philosopher of Mysticism, Baruch

Spinoza. "Natura naturans" (infinite creative substance).

llff/lln\\\;\ 
'11n )·� 
'1i°"tf- scfll'. 
1/f lll�U\\\ 

"JJl ETHER 

The Sacred Tree of the Sephiroth 
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Allegory of the Cabbalah 

God manifests Himself in ten emanations, or Sephiroth.

His_ divine attributes are: Wisdom, Reason, Knowledge, 
Greatness, Strength, Beauty, Eternity; Majesty, Principle, 
and Sovereignty ( Chokmah, Binah, Daath, Gedulah,

Geburah, Tiphereth, Netzach, Hod, Yesod, Malkuth). 

Man is part of this created world, but man is also given 
to glory in the emanations of the heavens. Man can lift 
the curtain of the great Unknown and raise himself into 
the abode of the • blessed spirit by dedicating his life to 
Chabad (Wisdom, Reason, Knowledge), the first three of 
the Divine Emanations. 

This subffme • love of the Divine transcends physical 
being and transforms mere man into the Zaddik, the 
Righteous One, who, seeing the inner stream of creation, 
lives in the bliss of fundamental faith and equanimity. His 
body is earthly but his soul is of the heavens. He is united 
with God in a mystical union which can be comprehended 
by the initiated only ( Y ihud).

Again we are reminded of Spinoza and his theorem, 
"The love of man to God and the love of man to man are 
one and the same." 

The Cabba)ah, although offering no moral regulative or 
sys.tern of precepts, is inherently a philosophy of ethics. Its 
writings may point to examination of the symbolic meaning 
of the Hebrew alphabet; they may encourage a semanticism 
based on initials and numbers; they may become invo'!ved 
with incarnation and magic, with amulets and spiritism, 
demonology, exorcism, or Messianism; the essence of the 
Cabbalah has ever been man's mystical union with God in 
thoughts of wisdom and deeds of kindness. 

PICTORIAL HISTORY 

OF PHILOSOPHY 

By DAGOBERT D. RUNES 
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2e,　The Ka「aites:冊e「alists

「f.　Theyinsistedthataword mustbe understood

in terms of its context.

2f.　Theycompared Scriptu「e with Scripture・

3f.　Theygavepreference ofaclearpassage over

an obscure passage if both dea! with the same

Subject matte「・

“The ma」Or Weakness of their system was the

deveiopment of a hyperlite「aIism or a Ietterism.

ln the intense devotion to the details of the text,

they missed the essentiaI and made mountains

Ouf of the accidental’’(Ramm, 47).

3e,　TheCabbalists: a=ego「ists

「f.　The excesses of their inte「pretation:

They so exaggerated the incidental as to

Obscure the essentiaI of a word or a ph「ase.

2f.　Examples of their interp「etation:

1g。 Isaiah3O:18c“・ ‥blesseda「e a旧hey

that wait for him.’’

Tんe Sacred T′ee〆Ihe Se〆iroIh

The numerical vaIue of “fo「 him当s 18.

The Cabbalists thus infer that during any

gene「ation the「e are only 18 people who

genuinely wait for God.

2g.　Genesis「「:1 “andthewhoIeearthwas

Of one language, and of one speech.’’

丁h。H。b「。WW。「d“。n。,,(Tロよ)

hasthe same numerical valuもa… the

WOrd“holy’’( v自T考),COnfi「ming

that the o「igina=anguage was Hebrew.

3g・　Genesis19‥13 `’・ ‥thecryofthemis

WaXen g「eat before the face of the Lord,

and the Lord hath sent us to dest「oy it.”



Th。W。「dgr。。t( |J「 )isals。

a girls’name. She was violated bythe

men of Sodom, Cried to God fo「 help,

and thus God dest「oyed these

abominable cities not because of their

homosexuality but because of their

abuse ofthis gir上

3f.　The effect of their interpretation:

Pharisaism

2c.　Syrian SchooIofAntioch:

1d.　The progress ofthe school: Theyavoidedthe Iettehsmof

the Jews and the a〃ego庵m of the Aiexand「ians.

2d.　The proponentsoftheschool二

1e.　Theodore of Mopsuestia:

2e. John Chrysostom: (A.D. 347-407)

“GoIden-Mouthed,” ”the Silver-Tongued’’

3d.　TheprinciplesoftheschooI:

1e.　They maintainedthe prImaCyOfthe Iiteral and

historica=nterpretation of the Scriptures。

2e.　They asserted tha=he Iiteral was plain-1iteral and

figurative-iiteral.

“For God so Ioved the worId’’is pIain-1iteral.

“The eye of the Lord is upon thee’’is a figurative-1iteral

SentenCe・ lt is not literaIism but lette「ism or hype「

literalism which attributes actual eyes to God.

3e,　They insisted onthe reality of Old Testament events.

4e・　They presented the balanced typoIogical approach,

4d,　Theproductoftheschool:



The literal interpretation of the Syrian school at Antioch 
enabled them to produce some of the finest exegetical 
commentaries of ancient times. 

3c. The Victorines: 

1 d. The period of the Victorines: 

1 e. The period of indifference: 
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Gregory the Great wrote to a friend: "A report has 
reached us which we cannot mention without a blush, 
that thou expoundest grammar to thy friends. 
Whereat we are so offended and filled with scorn that 
our former opinion of thee is turned to mourning" 
(Farrar, 525). 

2e. The period of ignorance: 

In the 8th century Charles Martel gave church offices 
to distinguished warriors. Thus the Council of Tours 
in 813 recommended to bishops they read the 
Gospels and Paul. A German bishop wrote in a letter 
he could find neither Old Testament nor New 
Testament nor commentary in his bishopric. In the 
1 oth century Atto decreed all deacons, presbyters, etc. 
memorize the Apostolic Creed otherwise they could 
not serve wine. Pope Victor Ill said the clergy bought 
and sold the gift of the Holy Spirit. In the 13th century 
theology students were not permitted in Paris 
because of their vice and drunkenness. At the 
Council of Cologne in 1250 it was decreed that clergy 
who could not read or sing the ritual of the mass must 

Monchedes 16.JahrhunderuimChor employ persons who could (Gilbert, 150). 

2d. The proponents of the school: 

1e. Hugo of St. Victor (1097-1141): 

2e. Richard of St. Victor: 

3e. Andrew of St. Victor: 

3d. The principles of the school: 



1 e. The Victorines insisted that liberal arts, history and 
geography are basic to exegesis. 
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2e. The Victorines employed the literal interpretation as 
basic to Bible study. 

3e. The Victorines emphasized in their literal 
interpretation the syntax, grammar, and meaning of 
words. 

4c. The Reformation: 

1 d. The preparation for the Reformation: 

1 e. The philosophical system of Occam: 

2e. The linguistic studies· of Reuchlin: 

The Reformation was first a Reformation in 
hermeneutics, then a Reformation in theology. 

2d. The proponents of the Reformation: 

1 e. Erasmus: 

Many consider Erasmus the wisest man of his time, 
who, while advocating reform within the Catholic 
Church, never left it. The church is indebted to him 
for the publication of the Greek New Testament in 
1516. 

2e. Martin Luther: 

lhdmu� ��n 9loltrrl>oin. 

1f. The person: 

·-C�• 

- ----

(_;J 

··y
:.._�;.· 

.Marli11 LNtha- (1/IJ-IJIG) 

2f. The principles: 

1g. Faith and illumination are the 
prerequisites for proper interpretation. 

Luther said, "We ought not to criticize, or 
judge the Scriptures by our mere 
reason, but diligently, with prayer, 
meditate thereon, and seek their 
meaning" (cited by Ramm, 53 from 
Luther's Table Talk.) 
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2g. The Bible, not the Church, is supreme. 

3g. Literal, historical, grammatical 
interpretation is practiced. 

Luther said, "the literal sense of 
Scripture alone is the whole essence of 
faith and of Christian theology," and 
again "Every word should be allowed to 
stand in its natural meaning, and that 
should not be abandoned unless faith 
forces us to it" (cited by Ramm, 54). 

1 h. Luther rejected allegory. 

2h. Luther accepted the primacy of 
the original languages. 

3h. Luther interpreted historically and 
grammatically. 

4g. The humble believer may get to the true 
meaning of the Scriptures. 

Luther rejected Catholic exegesis which 
was nothing more than the study of the 
writings of the Church Fathers 
(patristics): "I ask for Scriptures and 
Eck offers me the Fathers. I ask for the 
sun, and he shows me his lanterns. I 
ask: 'Where is your Scripture proof?' 
and he adduces Ambrose and 
Cyril. .. with all due respect to the 
Fathers I prefer the authority of the 
Scripture" (cited by Ramm, 55). 

5g. The function of all interpretation is to 
find Christ. 

Luther's rule was that, "This is the 
correct touchstone to censure ( or test) 
all biblical books, if one sees if they urge 
Christ or not" (cited by Ramm, 56). 

3e. John Calvin: 



Johannes Calvin 
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1f. The person: 

1509-salvation 
1533-publication of the lnstitues of the 

Christian Religion 
1559-foundation of Callis (College) Calvin 
--publication of commentaries on virtually every 

book of the Bible. 

2f. The principles: 

1 g. Calvin insisted that the illumination of 
the Spirit was the necessary spiritual 
preparation for the interpreter. 

2g. Calvin stressed that "Scripture interprets 
Scripture." 

Calvin wrote: "It is the first business of 
an interpreter to let his author say what 
he does, instead of attributing to him 
what we think he ought to say," and in 
the dedicatory letter to one of his 
commentaries he added: "It is an 
audacity akin to sacrilege to use the 
Scriptures at our own pleasure and to 
play with them as with a tennis ball, 
which many before us have done" ( cited 
by Ramm, 58). 

Sc. The Post-Reformation Period (1500-1800): 

1 d. The persons: 

1 e. Most commentators: 

2e. The Puritans: 

3e. Ernesti: lnsitutio lnterpretis, 1761 

2d. The principles: · 

1 e. Literal interpretation ought to be preferred above 
allegorical interpretation. 
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