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This unusual testimony ajfirms the power of prayer.

Manfred E. Kober

he providence of God is
God’s superintendence
and care over His creation
and creatures. Though we
do not understand the
mode of divine operation in the
natural and moral world, Scripture
and experience demonstrate that
providence is both necessary and
real. God “worketh all things after
the counsel of his own will” (Eph.
1:11) to a predetermined goal. The
whole course of events in the uni-
verse is directed by a wise God
toward a predetermined end. The
God Who is mindful of every spar-
row that falls to the ground and Who
numbers the hairs of our heads (Matt.
10:29, 30) is actively involved in the
minutest details of the lives of His
creatures. While man is morally re-
sponsible to this holy God, God
sovereignly controls the means and
end of His all-encompassing and all-
wise plan. Sometimes our gracious
God demonstrates in an unmistak-
able fashion how He works in indi-
viduals and events to accomplish His
purpose. [ experienced one such
forceful demonstration of divine
providence this past summer.

In the spring of 1991, the ad-
ministration of Grandview Park Bap-
tist School in Des Moines asked me

to plan and host a European concert
tour for their high school ensemble
under the direction of Tim Nilius. All
year the young people and their
parents worked hard to raise the
funds for the 17-day evangelistic
tour. From May 26 to June 11 we
toured seven European countries,
with concerts in the Netherlands,
former East Germany (my former
home country), West Germany, Aus-
tria and Switzerland.

As we expected, the Europeans
responded warmly to the splendid
sacred music. The 12 young people
in the ensemble and the 15 other tour
members were greatly challenged by
the spiritual need of Europe. Perhaps
some of the high schoolers—seven
of whom now attend Faith Baptist
Bible College—will return to Europe
a$ missionaries.

Assisting pastors and missionaries
in their outreach was a great privi-
lege. Eternity alone will reveal the
full impact of the ensemble’s minis-
try, but God in His grace allowed us
to see one remarkable response to
the spoken and sung Word.

Afterthe ensemble returned home,
three of the tour members joined me
for a few more days. We went back
to Eastern Germany for an additional
musical ministry. Furthermore, we

made numerous visits to my friends
and relatives. On one especially busy
day, for which we had scheduled
eight visits, we started our day’s
itinerary by seeing a godly couple in
the town of Schonfels. They live in a
quaint, half-timbered house at the
foot of an ancient castle. When we
arrived, only Herr Wutzler, a retired
artist, was home, painting exquisite
plaster figurines.

After an exchange of pleasantries
(“Guten Morgen!” “Wie geht’s?”), he
asked whether I had heard of the
most unusual occurrence in histown.
I responded with the observation
that I didn’t think anything unusual
had happened in this sleepy village
since the bears escaped from the
castle moat around 1245.

Herr Wutzler excitedly told me of
asingular eventthat had left the town
amazed and astonished.

One of the most godly women in
the fundamental church in town is
Frau Anneliese Lorenz. Married to a
convinced communist and avowed
atheist, her life had been most diffi-
cult. The Wutzlers and other mem-
bers of the congregation joined her
in prayer for her husband’s salvation.
Apparently Herr Lorenz had never
been to church and had resisted all
efforts to evangelize him. He thought
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it was all right that his wife, 15 years
younger than he, attended church,
but he needed neither God nor the
gospel. He prided himself on being
a man of reason, not superstition.

Herr Wutzler told me that he had
received my personal invitation to
attend the ensemble concert in my
hometown of Falkenstein on May
31. Unfortunately, he and his wife
were unable to come, but they had
passed on my invitation to others in
their church. One lady volunteered
to drive the 25 miles to the 5:00 p.m.
concert and asked if others wanted
to ride with her. Frau Lorenz decided
that she would ask her recalcitrant
husband to join her, already sure
how he would respond.

Arriving home from the morning
service, she asked her husband with
trepidation whether he would be
interested in attending a concert by
an American ensemble that after-
noon. To her and everyone else’s
surprise he responded, “Das klingt
interessant! Ich komme mit.” (“That
sounds interesting! 1 will come
along.”)

And he kept his promise, joining
his wife and others for the concert at
the Christuskirche. They sat in the
first row of the balcony in the middle
section, where I recall seeing them.

Herr Wutzler became progressively
animated as he continued his ac-
count. From the first ensemble num-
ber to the last, Herr Lorenz sat totally
enthralled by the young people and
their music, and he wept throughout
the entire concert as the Lord sover-
eignly worked in his heart. As he
heard the gospel through the English
and German songs and through my
short devotional, the Lord opened
his heart, and he responded in faith.
By the time the ensemble reached
the next-to-the-last number in the
program—-O That Will Be Glory for
Me”—he had the sweet assurance of
salvation. He knew that when his
labors and trials were over, he would
meet his Lord on that beautiful shore.
The One Whom he had before re-
sisted and ridiculed had become,
through personal faith in His shed
blood, the Savior of Werner Lorenz.

After the concert, Frau Lorenz,
expressing her absolute delight over



the salvation of her husband, came
forward and hugged our daughter,
Christa, the pianist for the group, as
well as several other ensemble mem-
bers. Then the folks from Schénfels
drove back home, singing choruses
and rejoicing in the fact that the
Lorenzes were now one in Christ.
The faithful witness of Werner's wife,
Anneliese, had borne fruit. The
prayers of many believers over many
years had been wonderfully an-
swered.

At this point in the story Herr
Wutzler paused. Then he continued
with a voice choked with emotion.
Motioning to some tall trees about
200 yards away, Herr Wutzler related
what happened the morning after
the concert. After Frau Lorenz left for
work, her 67-year-old and retired
husband, in an uncommon act of
altruism, decided to help an aged
neighbor cut off branches high up in
a tree that were dangerously close to
some electrical and telephone wires.
Herr Wutzler pointed at the tree,
easily visible from where we were
standing. It seems that Herr Lorenz
climbed from the top of the ladder
into the higher branches of the tree.
Somehow he lost his grip and fell to
the asphalt road surface about 40 feet
below. No one witnessed the acci-
dent. A passing motorist alerted a
doctor in town. For 40 minutes he
and a nurse desperately attempted to
sustain Werner Lorenz’s. vital func-
tions while anxiously awaiting the
medical helicopter. They carefully
placed him into the helicopter, but
all their efforts were in vain. Fifteen
minutes later, on the way to the
hospital, he slipped away—instanta-
neously arriving on that beautiful
shore of which he had sung only
hours earlier. How remarkable! An
atheist in the morning, a believer in
the afternoon and 15 hours later
present with the Lord!

Herr Wutzler described to me the
subsequent funeral for Werner
Lorenz. God gave such joy to the
widow and her family that they were
able to praise the Lord through their
tears. Practically the whole town
attended the funeral, and the glori-
ous conversion of Werner Lorenz
became the topic of conversation

throughout the town. The widow
had selected two of the songs from
the ensemble repertoire. We had
included these songs, knowing they
are church favorites on both sides of
the Atlantic. She selected “I Need
Thee Every Hour” and “O That Will
Be Glory for Me.” The funeral was a
time of testimony and rejoicing such
as the town had never experienced.

Herr Wutzler then motioned to a
vine-covered house up the road and
said, “There lives the lady who re-
joices that while she has lost her
husband, she has really eternally
gained him.”

I asked Herr Wutzler whether he
thought Frau Lorenz might be home.
He, knowing just about everything
about everyone in town, was sure
she was. We went over, and [ rang
the doorbell. She recognized us in-
stantly. Delightedly she called her
daughter, Anka, and introduced us
to her. She was excited and surprised
thatsome of the people from the tour
were still in Europe. She invited us

the ﬁrst time in his life,

From birth Justin suffered with can- .

Cer in otle eve, o brin timor and no
roof i his mouth. After about two
months of feeding him by wibe. the

doctors were able to fix the roofof his

mouth so bic could eat propedy How

ever, he struggled on with the cancer.

He received Chemotherapy lreatinents

recularly. but nothing could send the

cancer into remission. His eye finally

had to be ,removed to prevent the

cancer from spreading to the other

. eve. The buin tumor, undetected at
_ first, caused perhaps the most grief It

stole from Justin ev erything, begin-
_ning first with his ability t© compre:
hend, unul it finally ook his life.

God mist have a special place in

His heart for people like Justin, but He.
must havean even greater place inthis

1| ustin was just four and a half when
he first saw Jesus Biceroface His

| little Bice must have Ut up the
*moment he woke up on Heaven's
shore, for he felt no pain, perhaps for

into her living room, and we ex-
pressed to her our heartfelt sympa-
thy. Her face glowed throughout our
conversation. What a blessing to see
the grace of God manifestitself in the
trials of life.

Frau Lorenz filled in many of the
details for us. She knew that her
husband was under conviction when
song after song brought tears to his
eyes. She was sure a change had
taken place when he joined the
congregation in singing a stanza of
the German Herrlichkeitslied (“O That
Will Be Glory for Me”), which I had
asked the folks at my home church to
sing in German for our American
guests. She knew that Werner’s
change was real when he joined her
and others on the way home in
singing some of the choruses from
our printed program. That night he
refused to watch TV, as was his
custom, and instead listened to the
ensemble cassette that they had pur-
chased. When friends stopped by

(continued on page 40)

—_.Rodney O. Willis —

heart for people like Justins parents.

King David remarked in Psalm 37.25
‘L have been young, and now am old:

yet have [ not seen the nghteous '«

forsaken, nor his seed begging bread,”
- I'm sure 0o one could testify more 10

the muth of that verse than justm s
parents whowere dedicated mission
arles to West Africa. They had faith.
fully ministered to other missionaries
while learning the lansuage, Their
hearts broke when they realized God
was bringing them back to the States,
It seemed as if God were forsaking
them, ds if lfe were crashine down
around them. But realizing that God
doesn’t forsake His own, they pr essed
on and trusted His grace, 4 .
Their faith has brought them an—f
othier healthy baby boy and a chance
1o retum to the mission field they love.

It is that persevering, steadfast faith
that must nke God srmie and pour'
 out His richest blessings upon those of
_ His children who trust Him through 7
, the darkest of trials.
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Attention Senior Citizens
Spend the winter in sunny Florida and
enjoy Christian fellowship. Escape the
cold and snow. Reasonable monthly
rates starting at $250. Few openings
left. Call or write:

SFA FOAM MOTEL

6010 Thomas Drive
Panama City Beach, Florida 32408
904-234-3830

No pets accommodated.
Alcohol and tobacco use prohibited.

Sharing Medical Needs

Clean-living Christians sharing medical bills.
Proven program since 1980. More than
13,000 families and growing. Affordable.
For free information, call Christian Broth-
erhood Newsletter at 1-800-742-4549.

When in Boston . . .
attend North Saugus Community
Baptist Church, 122 Walnut Street,
Saugus, Massachusetts (8 miles
north of Boston).

Pastor Preble Cobb  ~-_
617-334-2208 P e

Baptist Church
Planters

NO!!
The building ministry former]y with BMNA
is still assisting Baptist churches across our

nation. The new mission agency is

Baptist Missionary Builders
P.O0. Box 1024
Elyria, OH 44036-1024
Telephone: 216-327-0558

GARBC

Bulletin
Service
A Christ-centered, true-to-

the-Word “Every Sunday
Bulletin Service" with

special bulletins once a

month featuring the
GARBC-approved missionary and edu-
cational agencies.
Beautiful full-color bulletins at attractive
prices, also customn bulletins and sta-
tionery.

Write for samples and prices to:
GARBC Bulletin Service
Box A e Long Prairie, MN 56347
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Exploring God’s Word/from page 5

his own nation might be considered
poor, they had provisions that hea-
then nations did not know about. So,
by comparison, they were taken care
of. Israel’s law required the prosper-
ous to give and lend to those less
fortunate. They could not collect
interest on these loans. In the Year of
Jubilee, all debts were forgiven. Such
policies made begging and poverty
quite scarce. This situation contrasted
with the heathen nations, whose evil
ways brought suffering and poverty
in a large scale. (Please read Deuter-
onomy chapter 30 carefully.)

Many of us have seen believers
who had or have deep needs. Per-
haps they do not sitin the streets and
beg, but they are relatively in want,
nevertheless. David was not saying
that these people are unbelievers or
that believers would never have to
face hunger and lack materially. He
observed, rather, that the God of
Israel is a good God, ready and able
to supply His children’s needs. We as
believers have confidence in God.
He will take care of us. And even
though someone like Lazarus fell
upon great misfortune, he was in-
credibly rich because his ultimate
destination was Heaven, the place of
eternal bliss and riches. Ironside
pointed out, “Had conditions been

right in Israel no son of Abraham
would have been found in such a
plight, but Lazarus was suffering
because he was part of a nation that
had drifted far from God. . . .”

Incidentally, I believe that the ac-
count of the rich man and Lazarus
really happened. Some have specu-
lated that it was merely a parable.
However, Jesus didn't call it a par-
able. Abraham was a historical char-
acter. It is probable that there was a
beggar named Lazarus and a rich
man whose name Jesus did not give
possibly to avoid offending loved
ones and friends who heard the story
recounted. (Although some people
refer to the rich man as Dives, that
wasn't his name. Dives is a latin
word simply meaning “rich man.”)
Parables donot generally give names
of particular people, as did this ac-
count.

I might also point out that the
name Lazarus means “helped of
God.” Certainly he was helped of
God in the end and has for almost
2,000 years enjoyed complete con-
trast to the sufferings of this earth!

Do you have a Bible question? Send
your letter to Norman A, Olson in care of
the Baptist Bulletin, 1300 N. Meacham
Road, Schaumburg, IL 6017-4888.

The Atheist, the Ensemble/from page 9

later in the evening, he told them that
he now trusted in Jesus. The next
morning he played the cassette again.
Frau Lorenz told us that when she left
for work and they kissed good-bye,
she could hardly wait until she would
see him again that evening. How
suddenly everything had changed! A
few hours later she would bend over
his lifeless remains, the right side of
his body completely crushed in. But
his spirit had preceded her to their
Eternal Home.

Then we had a short word of
prayer together. Just before we left,
Frau Lorenz begged Christa to play a
number on the piano. I will always
remember and cherish her parting
words: “Welch ein grosser Gott! Wie
wunderbar ist seine Vorsehung! Da

musste die jungen Leute als chor aus
Amerika kommen und durch sie hat
Gott unsere Gebete erhort und
meinen Mann zum Glauben ger-
bracht!” (“What a great God! How
wonderful is His providence! These
young people had to come as a choir
from America, and through them
God answered our prayers and
brought my husband to faith.”)

How marvelous indeed! God in
His providence chose an ensemble
from America to prompt an atheist
from Fast Germany through the
working of the Holy Spirit to become
a citizen of Heaven.

Dr. Kober is chairman of the depari-
ment of theology at Faith Baptist Bible
College and Theological Seminary in
Ankeny, Towa.




